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PREFACE 


(to  the  PIRST  EPITION.) 

Xii  E  Sermon  which  gave  rife  to  the  publication  of 
thefe,  having  been  offered  to  the  world  as  a  Sermon 
of  Torick\  I  hope  the  moft  ferious  reader  will  find 
nothing  to  offend  him,  in  my  continuing  thefe  volumes 
under  the  fame  title:  left  it  fhould  be  otherwife,  I 
have  added  a  fecond  title-page  with  the  real  name 
of  the  Author— the  firft  will  ferve  the  bookfeiler's 
purpofe,  as  Torick^s  name  is  poffibly  of  the  two  the 
more  known  ; — and  the  fecond  will  eaie  the  minds  of 
thofe  who  fee  a  jeft,  and  the  danger  which  lurks 
under  it,  where  no  jeft  was  meant, 

I  fappofe  it  is  needlefs  to  inform  the  Public,  that 
the  reafon  of  printing  thefe  Sermons  arifes  altogether 
from  the  favourable  reception  whicli  the  Sermon 
given  as  a  fampie  of  them  in  Trtstram  Shandy 
met  with  from  the  world  ; — That  Sermon  was  printed 
by  itfelf  forae  years  ago,  but  could  find  neither  pur- 
chafers  nor  readers;  fo  that  I  apprehended  little  hazaj'd 
from  a  promife  I  made  upon  its  republication,  "  That 
"  if  the  Sermon  was  liked,  thefe  fnould  be  alfo  at 

the  Avorld's  fervice;"  which,  to  be  as  good  as  my 
w^ord,  they  here  are,  and  I  pray  to  God,  they  may  do 
it  the  fervice  I  wifli,  I  have  little  to  fay  in  their  be- 
balf,  except  this,  that  not  one  of  them  w^as  compofed 
with  any  thoughts  of  being  printed; — they  have  been 
liaftily  written,  and  carry  the  marks  of  it  along  with 

Vol.  IIL  a  3  them. 
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thcni. — This  may  be  no  recommendation  ; — I  mean 
it  however  as  fuch  ;  for  as  the  Sermons  tm^n  chiefly 
upon  philanthropy,  ^".nd  thofe  kindred  virtues  to  it, 
upon  which  hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets,  I  truft 
they  will  be  no  lels  felt,  or  w  orfe  received,  for  the 
evidence  tl:ey  bear,  of  proceeding  more  from  the 
heart  than  tlie  head.  I  have  nothing  to  add,  but 
that  the  reader,  upon  old  and  beaten  fubjefts,  muft 
not  look  for  many  new^  thoughts — 'tis  well  if  he  has 
nv?w  language  in  three  or  four  pafiages ;  w  here  he  has 
neitner  tlie  one  nor  the  other,  I  have  quoted  the  author 
I  m^de  free  with. — There  are  fome  other  paffages 
where  I  ful'pect  T  may  have  taken  the  fame  liberty, — • 
but  'tis  only  fufpicion,  for  I  do  not  remember  it  is  fo, 
otherwife  I  fhould  have  rcftored  them  to  their  proper 
ow  ners ;  fo  that  I  put  in  here  more  as  a  general  faving 
than  from  a  confcioulhefs  of  having  much  to  anfw^er 
for  upon  that  fcore.  In  this  however,  and  every 
thing  elle  which  I  offer  or  fliall  offer  to  the  w^orld,  I 
reft,  wkh  a  heart  much  at  eaie,  upon  the  proteftion 
of  the  hum-ane  and  candid,  from  whom  I  have  re- 
ceived many  favours,  for  which  I  beg  leave  to  return 
them  thanks  thanks. 
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INQUIRY  AFTER  HAPPINESS, 

PSALM    IV,  6. 

There  be  many  that  fay,  Who  will  fhew  us  any  good?— 
-Lord,  lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us. 

THE  great  purfuit  of  man  is  after  happi- 
nefs  ;  it  is  the  firft  and  ftrongeft  defire  of 
liis  nature  ;  —  in  every  ftage  of  his  life  he  fearches 
for  it  as  for  hid  treafure ;  —  courts  it  under  a 
thoufand  different  fhapes,  —  and  though  perpe- 
tually difappointed,  —  ftill  perfifts,  —  runs  after, 
and  inquires  for  it  afrefti,  —  afks  every  paffenger 
who  comes  in  his  way,  Wbo  will  Jhew  him  any 
good?  — who  will  affift  him  in  the  attainment  of 
it,  or  direct  him  to  the  difcovery  of  this  great 
end  of  all  his  wifhes  ? 

He  is  told  by  one,  to  fearch  for  it  among  the 
more  gay  and  ufeful  pleafures  of  life,  in  fcenes 
of  mirth  and  fprightlinefs,  where  Happinefs  ever 
prefides,  and  is  ever  to  be  known  by  the  joy  and 
laughter  which  he  will  at  once  fee  painted  in  her 
looks. 

A  fecond,  with  a  graver  afped,  points  out  to 
the  coftly  dwellings  which  pride  and  extrava- 
gance have  ereded ;  tells  the  inquirer  that  the 
objeft  he  is  in  fearch  of  inhabits  there ;  —  that 
Happinefs  lives  only  in  company  with  the  great, 
jn  the  midfl  of  much  pomp  and  outward  ftate ;  — 
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that  he  will  eafily  find  her  out  by  the  coat  of 
many  colours  Ihe  has  on,  and  the  great  luxury 
and  expence  of  equipage  and  furniture  with 
which  fhe  always  fits  furrounded. 

The  mifer  bleffes  God  !  —  wonders  how  any 
one  would  millead,  and  wilfully  put  him  upon 
fo  wrong  a  fcent,  —  convinces  him  that  happinefs 
and  extravagance  never  inhabited  under  the 
fame  roof ;  —  that,  if  he  would  not  be  difap- 
pointed  in  his  fearch,  he  muft  look  into  the  plain 
and  thrifty  dwelling  of  the  prudent  man,  who 
knows  and  underftands  the  worth  of  money, 
and  cautioufly  lays  it  up  againft  an  evil  hour  : 
that  it  is  not  the  proftitution  of  wealth  upon  the 
paffions,  or  the  parting  with  it  at  all,  that  con- 
ftitutes  happinefs  but  that  it  is  the  keeping  it 
together,  and  the  having  and  holding  it  fail  to 
him  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  which  are  the  chief 
attributes  that  form  this  great  idol  of  human 
worfhip^  to  w^hich  fo  much  incenfe  is  offered  up 
every  day. 

The  epicure,  though  he  eafily  reftifies  fo  grofs 
a  miftake,  yet,  at  the  fame  time  he  plunges  him, 
if  poflible,  into  a  greater ;  for  hearing  the  ob- 
jefts  of  his  purfuit  to  be  happinefs,  and  knowing 
of  no  other  happinefs  than  what  is  feated  im- 
mediately in  his  fenfes,  —  he  fends  the  inquirer 
there,  tells  him  'tis  in  vain  to  fearch  elfew^here 
for  it  than  where  Nature  herfelf  has  placed  it,  -~ 
in  the  indulgence  and  gratification  of  the  appe-» 
tites,  which  are  given  us  for  that  end  ;  and,  in  a 

word;^ 
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word,  —  if  he  will  not  take  his  opinion  in  the 
matter,  —  he  may  truft  the  word  of  a  much 
wifer  man,  who  has  affured  us.  That  there  is 
nothing  better  in  this  world,  than  that  a  man 
fliould  eat  and  drink,  and  rejoice  in  his  works, 
and  make  his  foul  enjoy  good  in  his  labour ;  — ■ 
for  that  is  his  portion. 

To  refcue  him  from  this  brutal  experiment. 
Ambition  takes  him  by  the  hand,  and  carries 
him  into  the  world,  —  {hews  him  all  the  king- 
doms of  the  earth  and  the  glory  of  them,  — 
points  out  the  many  w^ays  of  advancing  his  for- 
tune, and  raifing  himfelf  to  honour  ;  —  lays  before 
his  eyes  all  the  charms  and  bewitching  temptations 
of  power,  and  afks  if  there  can  be  any  happinefs 
in  this  world  like  that  of  being  careffed,  courted, 
flattered,  and  followed  ? 

To  clofe  all,  —  the  philofopher  meets  him  buft- 
ling  in  the  full  career  of  this  purfuit,  —  flops  him, 
—  tells  him,  if  he  is  in  fearch  of  happinefs,  he  is 
far  gone  out  of  his  way  :  —  that  this  deity  has 
long  been  banifhed  from  noife  and  tumults,  where 
there  was  no  reft  found  for  her,  and  was  fled  into 
folitude  far  from  ail  commerce  of  the  w^orld ; 
and,  in  a  word,  if  he  would  find  her,  he  muft 
leave  this  bufy  and  intriguing  fcene,  and  go  back 
to  that  peaceful  fcene  of  retirement  and  books^ 
from  which  he  at  firft  fet  out. 

In  this  circle  too  often  does  man  run^  tries  ail 
experiments,  and  generally  fits  down  weary  and 
diflatisfied  with  them  all  at  laft,  —  in  utter  defpair 
of  ever  accompiifhing  what  he  wants,  —  nor 

B  3  knowing 


6 


SERMON  1. 


knowing  what  to  truft  to  after  fo  many  difap- 
pointments,  —  or  where  to  lay  the  fault,  whether 
in  the  incapacity  of  his  own  nature,  or  the  in- 
fufficiency  of  the  enjoyments  themfelves. 

In  this  uncertain  and  perplexM  ftate,  —  with- 
out knowledge  which  way  to  turn  or  where  to 
betake  ourfelves  for  refuge,  —  fo  often  abufed 
and  deceived  by  the  many  who  pretend  thus  to 
fhew  us  any  good,  —  Lord !  fays  the  Pfalmift, 
lift  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us  ! 
Send  us  fome  rays  of  thy  grace  and  heavenly 
wifdom,  in  this  benighted  fearch  after  happinefs, 
to  direfl  us  fafely  to  it !  O  God  !  let  us  not  wan- 
der for  ever  without  a  guide,  in  this  dark  region, 
in  endlefs  purfuit  of  our  miftaken  good,  but  en- 
lighten our  eyes  that  we  fleep  not  in  death ;  — 
open  to  them  the  comforts  of  thy  holy  word  and 
religion  ;  —  lift  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance 
upon  us,  —  and  make  us  know  the  joy  and  fatif- 
faftion  of  living  in  the  true  faith  and  fear  of  thee, 
which  only  can  carry  us  to  this  haven  of  reft 
where  we  would  be, —  that  fure  haven,  where 
true  joys  are  to  be  found,  which  will  at  length 
not  only  anfwer  all  our  expedations,  —  but  fa- 
tisfy  the  moft  unbounded  of  our  wiflies  for  ever 
and  ever. 

The  words  thus  opened,  naturally  reduce  the 
remaining  part  of  the  difcourfe  under  two  heads. 
—  The  firft  part  of  the  verfe,  —  "  There  be  many 
that  fay.  Who  will  fhew  us  any  good  ?  — To 
make  fome  reflexions  upon  the  infufficiency  of 
moft  of  our  enjoyments  towards  the  attainment 
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of  happinefs,  upon  fome  of  the  mofl  received 
plans  on  which  'tis  generaly  fought. 

The  examination  of  which  will  lead  us  up  to 
the  fource  and  true  fecret  of  all  happinefs,  fug* 
gefted  to  us  in  the  latter  part  of  the  verfe ;  — 

Lord  !  lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance 
"  upon  us/' — that  there  can  be  no  real  happi- 
nefs  without  religion  and  virtue,  and  the  affift- 
ance  of  God's  grace  and  Holy  Spirit  to  direct 
our  lives  in  the  true  purfuit  of  it. 

Let  us  inquire  into  the  difappointments  of  hu- 
jnan  happinefs,  on  fome  of  the  moft  received  plans 
on  which  'tis  generally  fought  for  and  expelled 
by  the  bulk  of  mankind. 

There  is  hardly  any  fubje£i  more  exhaufted^  or 
which,  at  one  time  or  other,  has  afforded  more 
matter  for  argument  and  declamation  than  thisone^ 
of  the  infufficiency  of  our  enjoyments.  Scarce  a 
reformed  fenfaalift,  from  Solomon  down  to  our 
own  days,  who  has  not  in  fome  fits  of  repentance 
or  difappointment  uttered  fome  fharp  reflection 
upon  the  emptinefs  of  human  pleafure,  and  of 
the  vanity  of  vanities  which  difcovers  itfelf  in  all 
the  purfuits  of  mortal  man.  —  But  the  mifchief 
has  been,  that,  though  fo  many  good  things  have 
been  faid,  they  have  generally  had  the  fate  to  be 
confidered  either  as  the  overflowings  of  difguft 
from  fated  appetites,  which  could  no  longer  re- 
lifh  the  pleafures  of  life  ;  or,  as  the  declamatory 
opinions  of  reclufe  and  fplenetic  men,  who  had 
never  tufted  them  at  all,  and,^  confequently,  were 
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thought  no  judges  of  the  matter.  So  that  'tis  no 
great  wonder,  if  the  greateft  part  of  fuch  reflect 
tions,  however  juft  in  themfelves  and  founded  on 
truth  and  a  knowledge  of  the  worlds  are  found  to 
leave  little  impreffion  where  the  imagination  was 
already  heated  with  great  expe<?:ations  of  future 
happinefs ;  and  that  the  befh  lecttirevS  that  have 
been  read  upon  the  vanity  of  the  world,  fo  feldom 
flop  a  man  in  the  purfuit  of  the  object  of  his  de- 
fire,  or  give  him  half  the  conviction  that  the  pof- 
feffion  of  it  will,  and  wh^t  the  experience  of  his 
own  life,  or  a  careful  obfervation  upon  the  life  of 
others,  do  at  length  generally  confirm  to  us  alL 

Let  us  endeavour  then  to  try  the  eaufe  upon 
this  iflue ;  and,  inftead  of  recurring  to  the  com- 
mon arguments,  or  taking  any  one's  word  in  the 
cafe,  let  us  truft  to  miatter  of  fact ;  and  if,  upon 
inquiry,  it  appears  that  the  actions  of  mankind 
are  not  to  be  accounted  for  upon  any  other  prin- 
ciple but  this  of  the  infufficiency  of  our  enjoy- 
ments, 'twill  go  further  towards  the  eftablifliment 
of  the  truth  of  this  part  of  the  difcourfe,  than  a 
thoufand  fpeculative  arguments  which  might  be 
offered  upon  the  occafion. 

Now,  if  we  take  a  furvey  of  the  hfe  of  man 
from  the  time  he  is  come  to  reafon,  to  the  lateft 
decline  of  it  in  old  age,  —  we  fhall  find  him  en- 
gaged, and  generally  hurried  on  in  fuch  a  fuccef- 
fion  of  different  purfuits,  and  different  opinions 
of  things,  through  the  different  ftages  of  liis  life, 
^  as  will  admit  of  no  explication  but  this,  — 

That 


SERMON  L 


9 


That  he  finds  no  reft  for  the  fole  of  his  foot,  on 
any  of  the  plans  where  he  has  been  led  to  ex- 
pert it. 

The  moment  he  is  got  loofe  from  tutors  and 
governors,  andis  left  to  judge  for  himfelf,  and 
purfue  this  fcheme  his  own  way,  —  his  firft 
thoughts  are  generally  full  of  the  mighty  happi- 
nefs  which  he  is  going  to  enter  upon,  from  the 
free  enjoyment  of  the  pleafures  in  which  he  fees 
others  of  his  age  and  fortune  engaged. 

In  confequence  of  this,  - —  take  notice  how  his 
imagination  is  caught  by  every  glittering  appear- 
ance that  flatters  this  expeftation.  Obferve 
what  imprelFions  are  made  upon  his  fenfes  by  di-^ 
verfions,  mufic,  drefs,  and  beauty,  —  and  how 
his  fpirits  are  upon  the  wing,  flying  in  purfuit  of 
them,  that  you  would  think  he  could  never  have 
enough. 

Leave  him  to  himfelf  a  few  years,  till  the  edge 
of  appetite  is  worn  down,  -~  and  you  will  fcarce 
know  him  again.  You  v/ill  find  him  entered 
into  engagements,  and  fetting  up  for  a  man  of 
bufinefs  and  condud:,  talking  of  no  other  happi- 
nefs  but  what  centers  in  projefts  of  making  the 
moft  of  this  world,  and  providing  for  his  children 
and^  children's  children  after  them.  Examine 
his  notions,  he  will  tell  you,  that  the  gayer  plea- 
fures of  youth  are  only  fit  for  thofe  who  know 
not  how  to  difpofe  of  themfelves  and  time  to  bet- 
ter advantage.  That  however  fair  and  promifing 
they  might  appear  to  a  man  unpraftifed  in  them, 
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~  they  were  no  better  than  a  life  of  folly  and 
impertinence ;  and,  fo  far  from  anfwering  your 
expeftations  of  happinefs,  'twas  well  if  you 
efcaped  without  pain.  —  That^  in  every  expe- 
riment he  had  tried,  he  had  found  more  bitter 
thm  fweet ;  and,  for  the  little  pleafure  one  could 
fnatch,  —  it  too  often  left  a  terrible  fting  behind 
it :  befides,  did  the  balance  lie  on  the  other  fide, 
he  would  tell  you  there  could  be  no  true  fatif- 
fadion  where  a  life  runs  on  in  fo  giddy  a  circle,, 
out  of  which  a  wife  man  fhould  extricate  himfelf 
as  foon  as  he  can,  that  he  may  begin  to  look  for^ 
wards :  —  that  it  becomes  a  man  of  character  and 
canfequence  to  lay  afide  childifti  things,  to  take 
care  of  his  interefts,  to  eftablifli  the  fortune  of 
his  family,  and  place  it  out  of  want  and  depen- 
dence :  and,  in  a  word,  if  there  is  fuch  a  thing 
as  happinefs  upon  earth,  it  muft  confifl  in  the 
accompliiliment  of  this  :  — and,  for  his  own  part^ 
if  God  ftiould  profper  hi§  endeavours  fo  as  to  be 
worth  fuch  a  fum,  or  to  be  able  to  bring  fuch  a 
point  to  bear,  —  he  fhall  be  one  of  the  happielt 
of  the  fons  of  men.  —  In  full  aflurance  of  this,  on 
he  drudges,  — plots,  ^ —  contrives,  —rifes  early, 
late  takes  reft,  and  eats  the  bread  of  carefulnefs^ 
till,  at  length,  by  hard  labour  and  perfeverance, 
he  has  reached,  if  not  outgone,  the  objeft  he  had 
firft  in  view.  —  When  he  has]  got  thus  far,  — -  if 
he  is  a  plain  and  fmcere  man,  he  will  make  no 
fcruple  to  acknowledge  truly  what  alteration  he 
has  found  in  himfelf.  —  If  you  afk  him^  ~  he 
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will  tell  you  that  his  imagination  painted  fome-. 
thing  before  his  eyes,  the  reahty  of  which  he  has 
not  yet  attained  to  :  that,  with  all  the  accumula- 
tion of  his  wealth,  he  neither  lives  the  merrier, 
41eeps  the  founder,  or  has  lefs  care  and  anxiety 
upon  his  fpirits  than  at  his  firfl  fetting  out. 

Perhaps,  you'll  fay,  fome  dignity,  honour,  or 
title,  only  is  wanting  :  —  Oh  !  could  I  accomplifh 
that,  as  there  would  be  nothing  left  then  for  me 
to  wifhj  good  God  !  how  happy  Ihould  I  be  !  'Tis 
llill  the  fame ;  — ^  the  dignity  or  title,  —  though 
they  crown  his  head  with  honour,  —  add  not  one 
cubit  to  his  happinefs.  —  Upon  fumming  up  the 
account,  all,  all  is  found  to  be  feated  merely  in 
the  imagination.  —  The  falter  he  has  purfued, 
the  fafter  the  phantom  flies  before  him  ;  - —  and, 
to  ufe  the  fatirift's  comxparifon  of  the  chariot- 
wheel^,  —  hafte  as  they  will,  they  muft  for  ever 
keep  the  fame  diftance. 

But  what  ?  though  I  have  been  thus  far  difap- 
pointed  in  my  expedations  of  happinefs  from  the 
polfefTion  of  riches,  —  "  Let  me  try  v/hether  I 

fhall  not  meet  with  it  in  the  fpending  and 

fafhionable  enjoymxent  of  them/'' 

Behold  !  I  wdll  gel  me  down,  and  make  me 
great  works,  and  build  me  houfes,  and  plant  me 
vineyards,  and  make  me  gardens  and  pools  of  wa- 
ter ;  and  I  will  get  me  fervants  and  maidens ; 
and  whatfoever  my  eyes  dcfire,  I  Vvill  not  keep 
from  them. 

In  profecution  of  this,  —  he  drops  all  painful 
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purfuits,  —  withdraws  himfelf  from  the  bufy  part 
of  the  world,  —  realizes,  —  pulls  down,  —  builds 
up  again  ;  —  buys  ftatues,  piftures,  —  plants  — 
and  plucks  up  by  the  roots,  —  levels  mountains 
—  and  fills  up  vallies,  —  turns  rivers  into  dry 
ground,  and  dry  ground  into  rivers  ;  —  fays 
unto  this  man.  Go,  and  he  goeth  ;  and  unto 
another.  Do  this,  and  he  doeth  it ;  ~  and  what- 
foever  his  foul  lufteth  after  of  this  kind,  he 
withholds  not  from  it.  When  every  thing  is 
thus  planned  by  himfelf,  a)id  executed  according 
to  his  wifh  and  direction,  furely  he  is  arrived  to 
the  accomplifhment  of  his  wifhes,  and  has  got 
to  the  fummit  of  all  human  happinefs  ?  —  I^et 
the  moft  fortunate  adventurers  in  this  way  anfwer 
tie  queftion  for  him,  and  fay,  —  how  often  it 
arifes  higher  than  a  bare  and  fmiple  amufement, 
— •  and  well,  if  you  can  compound  for  that,  — 
lince  'tis  often  purchafed  at  fo  high  a  price, 
and  fo  foured  by  a  mixture  of  other  incidental 
vexations,  as  to  become  too  often  a  work  of 
repentance,  which,  in  the  end  will  extort  the 
fame  forrowful  confeffion  from  him,  which  it  did 
from  Solomon  in  the  like  cafe,  —  "  Lo  !  I  looked 
^'^  on  all  the  works  that  my  hands  had  wrought, 
^'  and  on  the  labour  that  I  had  laboured  to  do, 
"  —  and  behold  all  was  vanity  and  vexation  of 
^'  fpirit,  —  and  there  was  no  profit  to  me  under 
"  the  fun/' 

To  inflame  this  account  the  more,  —  it  would 
be  no  miracle,  if,  upon  calling  it  up,  he  has  gone 
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farther  lengths  than  he  firft  intended,  run  into 
expences  which  have  entangled  his  fortune,  and 
brought  himfelf  into  fuch  difficuhies  as  to  make 
way  for  the  laft  experiment  he  can  try,  —  and 
that  is,  to  turn  mifer,  with  no  happinefs  in  view 
but  what  is  to  rife  out  of  the  little  defigns  of  a 
fordid  mind,  fet  upon  faving  and  fcraping  up 
all  he  has  injudicioufly  fpent. 

In  this  laft  ftage,  —  behold  him  a  poor  trem- 
bling wretch,  fhut  up  from  all  mankind,  fmking 
into  utter  contempt ;  fpending  careful  days  and 
fleeplefs  nights  in  purfuit  of  what  a  narrow  and 
contraded  heart  can  never  enjoy  ;  —  and  let  us 
here  leave  him  to  the  conviction  he  will  one  day 
find,  —  that  there  is  no  end  of  his  labour  —  that 
his  eyes  will  never  be  fatisfied  with  riches,  or 
will  fay,  —  For  whom  do  I  labour  and  bereave 
myfelf  of  reft  ?  —  This  is  alfo  a  fore  travel. 

I  believe  this  is  no  uncommon  pifture  of  the 
difappointments  of  human  life,  —  and  the  manner 
our  pleafures  and  enjoyments  flip  from  under  us 
in  every  ftage  of  our  life*  And  though  I  would 
not  be  thought  by  it,  as  if  I  was  denying  the 
reality  of  pleafures,  or  difputing  the  being  of  them, 
any  more  than  one  woidd  the  reality  of  pain,  — 
yet  I  muft  obferve  on  this  head,  that  there  is  a 
plain  diftinftion  to  be  made  betwixt  pleafure  and 
happinefs :  for,  though  there  can  be  no  happinefs 
without  pleafure,  —  yet  the  reverfe  of  the  pro- 
pofition  will  not  hold  true.  —  We  are  fo  made, 
that,  from  the  common  gratifications  of  our  appe- 
tites, and  the  imprelFions  of  a  thoufand  objeSs, 

we 
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we  fnatch  the  one,  like  a  tranfient  gleam-,  With- 
out being  fufFered  to  tafte  the  other,  and  enjoy 
the  perpetual  funlliine  and  fair  weather  which 
conftantly  attend  it.  This,  I  contend,  is  only  to 
be  found  in  religion,  —  in  the  confcioufnefs  of 
virtue,  —  and  the  fure  and  certain  hopes  of  a 
better  life,  which  brightens  all  our  profpe£ls,  and 
leaves  no  room  to  dread  difappointments,  —  be- 
caufe  the  expectation  of  it  is  built  upon  a  rock, 
whofe  foundations  are  as  deep  as  thofe  of  Heaven 
and  Hell. 

And  though,  in  our  pilgrimage  through  this 
world,  —  fome  of  us  may  be  fo  fortunate  as  to 
meet  with  fome  clear  fountains  by  the  way,  that 
may  cool,  for  a  few  moments,  the  heat  of  this 
great  third  of  happinefs,  —  yet  our  Saviour,  who 
knew  the  world,  though  he  enjoyed  but  little  of 
it,  tells  us,  that  whofoever  drinketh  of  this 
water  will  thlrft  again  :  —  and  we  all  find  by 
experience,  it  is  fo,  and  by  reafon,  that  it  always 
muft  be  fo. 

I  conclude  with  a  ihort  obfervation  upon  Solo- 
mon's evidence  in  this  cafe. 

Never  did  the  bufy  brain  of  a  lean  and  heftic 
chemift  fearch  for  the  philofopher's  ftone  with 
more  pains  and  ardour  than  this  great  man  did 
after  happinefs.  He  was  one  of  the  wifeft  in- 
quirers into  Nature  ;  —  had  tried  all  her  powers 
and  capacities,  and  after  a  thoufand  vain  fpecula- 
tions  and  vile  experiments,  he  affirmed,  at  length, 
it  lay  hid  in  no  one  thing  he  had  tried.  Like 
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riie  chemift^s  projedions,  all  had  ended  In  fmoke, 
or,  what  was  worfe,  in  vanity  and  vexation  of 
fpirit.  —  The  conclufion  of  the  whole  matter  was 
this,  —  That  he  advifes  every  man  who  would  be 
happy,  to  fear  God  and  keep  his  commandments. 
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THE  HOUSE  OF  FEASTING  AND  THE  HOUSE 
OF  MOURNING  DESCRIBED. 

ECCLES.  VII.  2,  3, 

It  is  better  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  mourning-  than  to  the 
houfe  of  feailing. 

^HAT  I  deny  ;  —  but  let  us  hear  the  wife 
man's  reafoning  upon  it,  —  "  for  that  is  the 
"  end  of  all  men,  and  the  living  will  lay  it  to  his 
"  heart :  forrow  is  better  than  laughter     —  for 
a  crack  brainM  order  of  Carthufian  monks,  I 
grant,  but  not  for  men  of  the  world.  For 
what  purpofe,  do  you  imagine,  has  God  made  us  ? 
for  the  focial  fweets  of  the  well-watered  vallies^ 
where  he  has  planted  us,  or  for  the  dry  and 
difmal  defert  of  a  Sierra  Morena  ?  Are  the  fad 
accidents  of  life,  and  the  uncheery  hours  which 
perpetually  overtake  us,  are  they  not  enough, 
but  we  muft  fally  forth  in  queft  of  them,  — 
belie  our  own  hearts,  and  fay,  as  our  text 
would  have  us,  that  they  are  better  than  thofe 
of  joy  ?    Did  the  Beft  of  Beings  fend  us  into 
the  world  for  this  end,  —  to  go  v/eeping  through 
it,  —  to  vex  and  fhorten  a  life  fhort  and  vexatious 
enough  already  ?  Do  you  think,  my  good  preacher, 
that  he  who  is  infinitely  happy,  can  envy  us 
our  enjoyments  ?  or  that  a  Being  fo  infinitely 
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kind,  would  grudge  a  mournful  traveller  the  fhort 
reft  and  refrefliments  neceffary  to  fupport  his  fpirits 
through  the  ftages  of  a  weary  pilgrimage  ?  or  that 
he  would  call  him  to  a  fevere  reckoning,  becaiife  in 
his  way  he  had  haftily  fnatched  at  fome  little  fuga- 
cious pleafures,  merely  to  fweeten  this  urieafy 
journey  of  life,  and  reconcile  him  to  the  riigged- 
nefs  of  the  road,  and  the  many  hard  juftlings  he  is 
fure  to  meet  with  ?  Confider,  I  befeech  you, 
^vhat  provifion  and  accommodation  the  Author 
of  our  being  has  prepared  for  us,  that  w^  might 
not  go  on  our  way  forrowing  —  how  many  cara- 
vanferas  of  reft  —  what  powers  and  faculties  he 
has  given  us  for  taking  it  —  what  apt  objedls  he 
has  placed  in  our  way  to  entertain  us ;  —  fome 
of  which  he  has  made  fo  fair^  fo  exquifitely 
fitted  for  this  end,  that  they  have  power  over  us 
for  a  time  to  charm  away  the  fenfe  of  pain^  tci 
cheer  up  the  dejedted  heart  under  poverty  and 
ficknefs,  arid  make  it  go  and  remember  it^  mi- 
feries  no  more* 

I  will  not  contend  at  prefent  againft  this  rhe- 
toric ;  I  would  chufe  rather  for  a  moment  to  go- 
on with  the  allegory,  and  fay  we  are  trslvellers, 
and,  in  the  moft  affeaing  fenfe  of  thslt  idea,  that 
like  travellers,  though  upon  bufinefs  of  the  laft 
and  neareft  concern  to  us,  we  may  furely  be  al- 
lowed to  amufe  ourfelves  with  the  natural  or 
artificial  beauties  of  the  country  we  are  palTmg 
through,  without  reproach  of  forgetting  the  main 
errand  we  are  fent  upon  ;  and  if  we  can  fo  order 
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it,  as  not  to  be  led  out  of  the  way,  by  the  variety 
of  profpects,  edifices,  and  ruins  which  foHcit  us^ 
it  would  be  a  nonfenfical  piece  of  faint-errantry^ 
to  ftiut  our  eyes* 

But  let  us  not  lofe  fight  of  the  argument  in 
purfuit  of  the  fimile. 

Let  us  remember,  various  as  our  excurfions 
are  —  that  we  have  ftill  fet  our  faces  towards 
Jerufalem,  —  that  we  have  a  place  of  refl  and 
happinefs,  towards  which  we  haften,  and  that  the 
way  to  get  there  is  not  fo  much  to  pleafe  our 
hearts,  as  to  improve  them  in  virtue ;  —  that 
mirth  and  feafting  are  ufualiy  no  friends  to  at- 
chievements  of  this  kind  —  but  that  a  feafon  of 
affliction  is  in  fome  fort  a  feafon  of  piety  —  not 
only  becaufe  our  fufferings  are  apt  to  put  us  in 
mind  of  our  fms,  but  that  by  the  check  and  in- 
terruption which  they  give  to  our  purfuits,  they 
allow  us  what  the  hurry  and  buftle  of  the  world 
too  often  deny  us,  —  and  that  is,  a  little  time  for 
refledion,  which  is  all  that  mod  of  us  want  to 
make  us  wifer  and  better  men ;  —  that  at  cer- 
tain  times  it  is  fo  necefTary  a  man's  mind  fhould 
be  turned  towards  itfelf,  that  rather  than  want 
occafions^  he  had  better  purchafe  them  at  the 
expence  of  his  prefent  happinefs.  —  He  had 
better,  as  the  text  exprelTes  it,  go  to  the  houfe  of 
mournings  where  he  will  meet  with  fomething  to 
fubdue  his  pafljtons^  than  to  the  houfe  of  feafting^ 
where  the  joy  and  gaiety  of  the  place  is  likely  to 
excite  them :  That  whereas  the  entertainments  - 
1 3  and 
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and  careffes  of  the  one  place  expofe  his  heart  and 
iay  it  open  to  temptations  —  the  forrows  of  the 
other  defend  it,  and  as  naturally  fhut  them  from 
it.  So  ftrange  and  unaccountable  a  creature  is 
man !  he  is  fo  framed,  that  he  cannot  but  purfue 
happinefs  —  and  yet  unlefs  he  is  made  fometimes 
miferable,  how  apt  is  he  to  miftake  the  way  which 
can  only  lead  him  to  the  accomplifliment  of  his 
own  wiflies ! 

This  is  the  full  force  of  the  wife  man's  decla« 
ration.  —  But  to  do  farther  jufticeto  his  words, 
I  will  endeavour  to  bring  the  fubjeft  ftill  nearen 
—  For  which  purpofe,  it  will  be  necelTary  to  ftop 
here,  and  take  a  tranfient  view  of  the  two  places 
here  referred  to,  —  the  houfe  of  mourning,  and 
the  houfe  of  feafting.  Give  me  leave  therefore, 
I  befeech  you,  to  recall  both  of  them  for  a 
moment,  to  your  imaginations,  that  from  thence 
I  may  appeal  to  your  hearts,  how  faithfully,  and 
upon  what  good  grounds,  the  effefts  and  natural 
operations  of  each  upon  our  minds  are  intimated 
in  the  text. 

And  firft,  let  us  look  Into  the  houfe  of  feafting. 

And  here,  to  be  as  fair  and  candid  as  poffible 
in  the  defcription  of  this,  we  v/ill  not  take  it  from 
the  worft  originals,  fuch  as  are  opened  merely 
for  the  fale  of  virtue,  and  fo  calculated  for  the 
end,  that  the  difguife  each  is  under,  not  only 
gives  power  fafely  to  drive  on  the  bargain^  but 
fafely  to  carry  it  into  execution  too. 

This  we  v/ill  not  fuppofe  to  be  the  cafe  —  nor 
c  2  let 
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let  us  even  imagine  the  houfe  of  feafting  to  be 
fuch  a  fcene  of  intemperance  and  excefs,  as  the 
houfe  of  feafting  does  often  exhibit  —  but  let  us 
take  it  from  one,  as  little  exceptionable  as  we 
can  —  where  there  is,  or  at  leaft  appears,  nothing 
really  criminal  — but  where  every  thing  feems 
to  be  kept  within  the  vifible  bounds  of  modera- 
tion and  fobriety. 

Imagine  then  fuch  a  fioufe  of  feafting,  where, 
either  by  confent  or  invitation,  a  number  of  each 
fex  is  drawn  together,  for  no  other  purpofe  but 
the  enjoyment  and  mutual  entertainment  of  each 
other,  which  we  will  fuppofe  fhall  arife  from  no 
other  pleafures  but  what  cuftom  authorifes,  and 
religion  does  not  abfolutely  forbid. 

Before  we  enter   let  us  examine,  what 

muft  be  the  fentiments  of  each  individual  previous 
to  his  arrival,  and  we  lhall  find,  that  however 
they  may  differ  from  one  another  in  tempers  and 
opinions,  that  every  one  feems  to  agree  in  this  — 
that  as  he  is  g^^ing  to  a  houfe  dedicated  to  jpy  and 
mirth,  it  was  fit  he  fhould  divert  himfelf  of  what- 
ever was  likely  to  contradict  that  intention,  or 
be  inconfiftent  with  it.  —  That  for  this  purpofe,. 
he  had  left  his  cares  —  his  ferious  thoughts  — 
and  his  moral  refleftions  behind  him,  and  was 
come  forth  from  home  with  only  fuch  difpo- 
fitions  and  gaiety  of  heart  as  fuited  the  occafion, 
and  promoted  the  intended  mirth  and  jollity  of 
the  place.  With  this  preparation  of  mind,  w^hich 
is  as  little  as  can  be  fuppofed,  fince  it  will  amount 
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to  no  more  than  a  defire  in  each  to  render  him- 
felf  an  acceptable  gueft,  ■ —  let  us  conceive  them 
entering  into  the  houfe  of  feafting,  with  hearts 
fet  loofe  from  grave  reftraints,  and  open  to  the 
expeftations  of  receiving  pleafure.  It  is  not 
neceflary,  as  I  premifed,  to  bri:  g  intemperance 
into  this  fcene  —  or  to  fuppofe  luch  an  excefs 
in  the  gratification  of  the  appetites,  as  fhall  fer- 
ment the  blood  and  fet  the  defires  in  a  flame  :  — 
Let  us  admit  no  more  of  it,  therefore,  than  will 
gently  ftir  them,  and  fit  them  for  the  impref- 
fions  which  fo  benevolent  a  commerce  will  natu- 
rally excite.  In  this  difpofition,  thus  wrought 
upon  beforehand  and  already  improved  to  this 
purpofe,  —  take  notice  how  mechanically  the 
thoughts  and  fpirits  rife  —  how  foon  and  infen- 
fibly  they  are  got  above  the  pitch  and  firft 
bounds  which  cooler  hours  would  have  marked. 

When  the  gay  and  fmiling  afpect  of  things 
has  begun  to  leave  the  paflages  to  a  man's  heart 
thus  thoughtlefsly  unguarded  —  when  kind  and 
carefling  looks  of  every  objed  without,  that  can 
flatter  his  fenfes,  have  confpired  with  the  enemy 
within,  to  betray  him,  and  put  him  off  his 
defence,  —  when  mufic  likewife  hath  lent  her 
aid,  and  tried  her  power  upon  the  paflions,  — 
when  the  voice  of  finging  men,  and  the  voice  of 
finging  women,  with  the  found  of  the  viol  and 
the  lute,  have  broke  in  upon  his  foul,  and  in 
fome  tender  notes  have  touched  the  fecret  fpring§ 
gf  rapture,  —  that  moment  let  us  difleft  and 
^  3  look 
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look  mto  his  heart,  • —  fee  how  vain  :  how  weak ! 
how  empty  a  thing  it  is !  Look  through  its 
feveral  recefles,  —  thofe  pure  manfions  formed 
for  the  reception  of  innocence  and  virtue  —  fad 
fpedacle!  Behold  thofe  fair  inhabitants  now 
difpofTeifed  —  turned  out  of  their  facred  dwel- 
lings, to  make  room  —  for  what  ?  —  at  the  beft 
for  levity  and  indifcretion  —  'perhaps  for  folly 
—  it  may  be  for  more  impure  guefts,  which 
poffibly  in  fo  general  a  riot  of  the  mind  and 
fenfes,  may  take  occafion  to  enter  unfufpeded  at 
the  fame  time. 

In  a  fcene  and  difpofition  thus  defcribed  — 
can  the  mofl  cautious  fay  —  thus  far  fliall  my 
defires  go  —  and  no  farther  ?  or  will  the  coolelt 
and  mofl:  circumfpefl  fay,  when  pleafure  has 
taken  full  pofTefTion  of  his  heart,  that  no  thought 
nor  purpofe  fhall  arife  there,  which  he  would 
have  concealed  ?  —  In  thofe  loofe  and  unguarded 
moments  the  imagination  is  not  always  at  com- 
mand  —  in  fpite  of  reafon  and  refledion,  it  will 
forcibly  carry  him  fometimes  whither  he  would 
not  —  like  the  unclean  fpirit,  in  the  parent's  fad 
defcription  of  his  child's  cafe,  which  took  him, 
and  oft-times  caft  him  into  the  fire  to  deftroy 
him,  and  wherefoever  it  taketh  him  it  teareth 
him,  and  hardly  departeth  from  him. 

But  this,  you'll  fay,  is  the  worft  account  of 
what  the  mind  may  fuffer  here. 

Why  may  we  not  make  more  favourable  fup- 
pofitions?  —  that  numbers,  by  exercife  and 
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cuftom  to  fuch  encounters,  learn  gradually  to 
defpife  and  triumph  over  them ;  —  that  the 
minds  of  many  are  not  fo  fufceptible  of  \rarm 
impreffions,  or  fo  badly  fortified  againft  them, 
that  pleafure  fliould  eafily  corrupt  or  foften 
them ;  —  that  it  would  be  hard  to  fuppofe,  of 
the  great  multitudes  which  daily  throng  and 
prefs  into  this  houfe  of  feafting,  but  that  numbers 
come  out  of  it  again,  with  all  the  innocence 
with  which  they  entered ;  —  and  that  if  both 
fexes  are  included  in  the  computation,  what  fair 
examples  fliall  we  fee  of  many  of  fo  pure  and 
chafte  a  turn  of  mind  —  that  the  houfe  of 
feafting,  with  all  its  charms  and  temptations,  was 
never  able  to  excite  a  thought,  or  awaken  an  in- 
clination w^hich  virtue  need  to  blufh  at  —  or 
which  the  mod  fcrupulous  confcience  might  not 
fupport.  God  forbid  we  fhould  fay  otherwife : 
No  doubt,  numbers  of  all  ages  efcape  unhurt, 
and  get  off  this  dangerous  fea  without  fhipwreck. 
Yet  are  they  not  to  be  reckoned  amongft  the 
more  fortunate  adventurers  ;  —  and  though  one 
would  not  abfolutely  prohibit  the  attempt,  or  be 
fo  cynical  as  to  condemn  every  one  who  tries  it, 
fmce  there  are  fo  many,  I  fuppofe,  who  cannot 
well  do  otherwife,  and  whofe  condition  and 
fituation  in  life  unavoidably  force  them  upon  it 
—  yet  we  may  be  allowed  to  defcribe  this  fair 
and  flattering  coaft  —  we  may  point  out  the 
unfufpeded  dangers  of  it,  and  warn  the  unwary 
pafienger  where  they  Iie«  We  may  ftiew  him 
c  4  what 
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what  hazards  his  youth  and  inexperience  will 
run,  how  little  he  can  g^in  by  the  venture,  and 
how  much  wifer  and  better  it  would  be  (as  i§ 
implied  in  the  text)  to  feek  occafions  rather  to 
improve  his  little  ftock  of  virtue,  than  incautioufly 
exppfe  it  to  fo  uneqUfil  ^  chance,  where  the  beft 
he  can  hope  is  to  return  fafe  with  what  treafure 
he  carried  out  —  but  where,  probably,  he  may 
be  fo  unfortunate  as  to  lofe  it  ^11  ? —  be  loft  him-? 
felf,  and  undone  fpr  ever. 

Thus  much  for  the  lioufe  of  feafting ;  which, 
by  the  way,  though  generally  open  at  other 
times  of  the  year  throughout  the  world,  is  fup- 
pofed,  in  chriftian  countries,  now  every  where  to 
be  univerfally  fhut  up,  And,  in  truth,  I  have 
been  more  full  in  my  cautions  againft  it,  not  only 
as  reafon  requires,  —  but  in  reverence  to  this 
feafon  *,  wherein  our  church  exads  a  more  par- 
ticular forbearance  and  felf-denial  in  this  point, 
and  thereby  adds  to  the  reftraints  upon  pleafure 
and  entertainments  which  this  reprefentation  of 
things  has  fuggefted  againft  them  already. 

Here,  then,  let  us  turn  afide  from  this  gay 
fcene ;  and  fuffer  me  to  take  you  with  me  for  a 
moment  to  one  much  fitter  for  your  meditation. 
Let  us  go  into  the  houfe  of  moprning,  made  fo 
by  fuch  affliftions  as  have  been  l^rought  in, 
merely  by  the  common  crofs  accidents  and 
difafters  to  which  pur  condition  is  expofed 

*  Preached  in  Lent. 
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where,  perhaps,  the  aged  parents  fit  broken- 
hearted, pierced  to  their  fouls  with  the  folly  and 
indifcretion  of  a  thanklefs  child  —  the  child  of 
their  prayers,  in  whom  all  their  hopes  and  ex- 
pedations  centered  :  —  perhaps  a  more  affefting 
fcene  —  a  virtuous  family  lying  pinched  with 
want,  where  the  unfortunate  fupport  of  it  having 
long  ftruggled  with  a  train  of  misfortunes,  and 
bravely  fought  up  againft  them  —  is  now  piteoufly 
borne  down  at  the  laft  —  overwhelmed  with  a 
cruel  blow  which  no  forecaft  or  frugahty  could 
have  prevented.  —  O  God  !  look  upon  his 
affliftions  — ^  Behold  him  dillraded  with  many 
forrows,  furrounded  with  the  tender  pledges  of 
his  love,  and  the  partner  of  his  cares  —  without 
bread  to  give  them,  unable,  from  the  remem- 
brance of  better  days,  to  dig  ;  —  to  beg,  afhamed. 

When  we  enter  into  the  houfe  of  mourning 
fuch  as  this  —  it  is  impoffible  to  infult  the  unfor- 
tunate even  with  an  improper  look  —  Under 
whatever  levity  and  diffipation  of  heart  fuch  ob- 
jects catch  our  eyes,  —  they  catch  likewife  our 
attentions,  coUefl:  and  call  home  our  fcattered 
thoughts,  and  exercife  them  with  wifdom.  A 
tranfient  fcene  of  diftrefs,  fuch  as  is  here  Iketched, 
how  foon  does  it  furnifh  materials  to  fef  the 
mind  at  work  ?  how  neceflarily  does  it  engage  it 
to  the  confideration  of  the  miferies  and  misfor- 
tunes, the  dangers  and  calamities  to  which  the 
iifejof  man  is  fubjeft?  By  holding  up  fuch  a 
glafs  before  it,  it  forces  the  mind  to  fee  and  re- 
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flea  upon  the  vanity  —  the  perifhing  condition 
and  uncertain  tenure  of  every  thing  in  this  world. 
From  refledions  of  this  ferious  caft,  how  infen- 
fibly  do  the  thoughts  carry  us  farther  ?  — ^  and 
from  confidering,  what  we  are  —  what  kind  of 
world  we  live  in,  and  what  evils  befall  us  in  it, 
how  naturally  do  they  fet  us  to  look  fon^^ards  at  - 
what  poffibly  we  fhall  be  ?  —  for  w^hat  kind  of 
world  w^e  are  intended  —  what  evils  may  befall 
us  there  — and  w^hat  provifion  we  fliould  make 
againft  them  here,  whilft  we  have  time  and 
opportunity^ 

If  thefe  leffons  are  fo  infeparable  from  the 
houfe  of  mourning  here  fuppofed  —  we  fhall 
find  it  a  ftill  more  inftructive  fchool  of  wifdom 
when  we  take  a  view  of  the  place  in  that  more 
affecting  light  in  w^hich  the  wife  man  feems  to 
confine  it  in  the  text,  in  which,  by  the  houfe  of 
mourning,  I  believe,  he  means  that  particular 
fcene  of  forrow,  w^iere  there  is  lamentation  and 
mourning  for  the  dead. 

Turn  in  hither^  I  befeech  you,  for  a  moment. 
Behold  a  dead  man  ready  to  be  carried  out,  the 
only  fon  of  his  mother,  and  (he  a  widow.  Per- 
haps a  more  affeding  fpedacle  —  a  kind  and  in- 
dulgent father  of  a  numerous  family,  lies  breath- 

lefs   fnatehed  away  in  the  ftrength  of  his 

age  torn  in  an  evil  hour  from  his  children 

and  the  bofom  of  a  difconfolate  wife. 

Behold  much  people  of  the  city  gathered 
together  to  mix  their  tears,  with  fettled  forrow 
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in  their  looks,  going  heavily  along  to  the  houfe  of 
mourning,  to  perform  that  laft  melancholy  office^ 
which,  when  the  debt  of  nature  is  paid,  we  are 
called  upon  to  pay  to  each  other. 

If  this  fad  occafion  which  leads  him  there,  has 
not  done  it  already,  take  notice,  to  what  a  ferious 
and  devout  frame  of  mind  every  man  is  reduced, 
the  moment  he  enters  this  gate  of  afFuction.  The 
bufy  and  fluttering  fpirits,  which  in  the  houfe  of 
mirth  were  wont  to  tranfport  him  from  one 
diverting  object  to  another  - —  fee  how  they  are 
fallen !  how  peaceably  they  are  laid !  In  this 
gloomy  manfion  full  of  fhades  and  uncomfortable 
damps  to  feize  the  foul  —  fee,  the  light  and  eafy 
heart,  which  never  knew  what  it  was  to  think 
before,  how  penfive  it  is  now,  how  foft,  how  fuf- 
ceptible,  how  full  of  religious  impreffions,  how 
deeply  it  is  fmitten  with  fenfe  and  with  a  love  of 
virtue.  Could  we,  in  this  crifis,  whilft  this 
empire  of  reafon  and  religion  lafts,  and  the  heart 
is  thus  exercifed  with  wifdom  and  bufied  with 
heavenly  contemplations  —  could  we  fee  it  naked 
as  it  is  —  (tripped  of  its  paflions,  unfpotted  by 
the  world,  and  regardlefs  of  its  pleafures  —  we 
might  then  fafely  reft  our  caufe  upon  this  fmgle 
evidence,  and  appeal  to  the  moft  fenfual,  whether 
Solomon  has  not  made  a  juft  determination  here, 
in  favour  of  the  houfe  of  mourning  ?  —  not  for 
Its  own  fake,  but  as  it  is  fruitful  in  virtue,  and 
becomes  the  occafion  of  fo  much  good.  With- 
out this  end^  forrow  I  own  has  no  ufe  but  to 
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Ihorten  a  man's  days  —  nor  can  gravity,  with  all 
its  ftudied  folemnity  of  look  and  carriage,  ferve 
any  end  but  to  make  one  half  of  the  world 
merry,  and  impofe  upon  the  othen 

Confider  what  has  been  faid,  and  m^ay  God  of 
his  mercy  blefs  you !  Amen, 


(    ^9  ) 
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PHILANTHROPY  RECOMMENDED, 

LUKE,  X.  36,  37. 

Which  now  of  thefe  three,  thinkeft  thou,  was  neighbour 
unto  him  that  fell  amongll:  the  thieves  ?  —  And  he  faid. 
He  that  fhewed  mercy  on  him.  Then  faid  Jefus  unto 
him  —  Go,  and  do  thou  hkewife. 

TN  the  foregoing  verfes  of  this  chapter,  the 
Evangelill  relates,  that  a  certain  lawyer  flood 
up  and  tempted  Jefus,  faying,  Mafter,  what  fhall 
I  do  to  inherit  eternal  life  ?  —  To  which  enquiry 
our  Saviour,  as  his  manner  was,  when  any  en^ 
fnaring  queftion  was  put  to  him,  which  he  faw 
proceeded  more  from  a  defign  to  entangle  him^ 
than  an  honed  view  of  getting  information  —  in- 
(lead  of  giving  a  direft  anfwer  which  might 
afford  a  handle  to  mahce,  or  at  befl  ferve  only  to 
gratify  an  impertinent  humour  —  he  immediately 
retorts  the  queftion  upon  the  man  who  afked  it, 
and  unavoidably  puts  him  upon  the  neceffity  of 
anfwering  himfelf ;  —  and,  as  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  the  particular  profeffion  of  the  enquirer, 
and  his  fuppofed  general  knowledge  of  all  other 
branches  of  learning,  left  no  room  to  fufped  he 
could  be  ignorant  of  the  true  anfwer  to  this 
queftion,  and  efpecially  of  what  every  one  knew 
was  delivered  upon  that  head  by  their  great 
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Leglflator,  our  Saviour  therefore  refers  him  to 
his  own  memory  of  what  he  had  found  there  in 
the  courfe  of  his  ftudies.  —  What  is  written  in 
the  law,  how  readeft  thou  ?  —  Upon  which  the 
enquirer  reciting  the  general  heads  of  our  duty 
to  God  and  man,  as  dehvered  in  the  i8th  of 
Leviticus  and  the  6th  of  Deuteronomy,  —  namely 
—  That  we  jhould  worjhip  the  Lord  our  God  with 
all  our  hearts^  and  love  our  neighbour  as  our/elves  ; 
our  blefled  Saviour  tells  him,  he  had  anfwered 
right,  and  if  he  followed  that  leffon,  he  could 
not  fail  of  the  bleffing  he  feemed  defirous  to  in- 
herit*  —  This  do^  and  thou  Jhalt  live. 

But  he,  as  the  context  tells  us,  willing  to 
juflify  himfelf  —  willing  poffibly  to  gain'  more 
credit  in  the  conference,  or  hoping  perhaps  to 
hear  fuch  a  partial  and  narrow  definition  of  the 
word  neighbour  as  would  fuit  his  own  principles, 
and  juflify  fome  particular  oppreflions  of  his  own, 
or  thofe  of  w^hich  his  whole  order  lay  under  an 
accufation  —  fays  unto  Jefus  in  the  29th  verfe  — - 
And  who  is  my  neighbour  ?  Though  the  demand 
at  firft  fight  may  feem  utterly  trifling,  yet  was  it 
far  from  being  fo  in  faft.  For  according  as  you 
underflood  the  term  in  a  more  or  lefs  reftrained 
fenfe  —  it  produced  many  neceffary  variations 
in  the  duties  you  ov/ed  from  that  relation.  — 
Our  bleffed  Saviour,  to  reftify  any  partial  and 
pernicious  miftake  in  this  matter,  and  to  place  at 
once  this  duty  of  the  love  of  our  neighbour 
upon  its  criie  bottom  of  philanthropy  and  univerfal 
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kindnefs,  makes  anfwer  to  the  propofed  queftion.^ 
not  by  any  far-fetched  refinement  from  the 
fchools  of  the  Rabbles,  which  might  have  fooner 
filenced  than  convinced  the  man  —  but  by  a  di* 
red  appeal  to  human  nature  in  an  inft'ance  he 
relates  of  a  man  falling  amongft  thieves,  left  in 
the  greateft  diftrefs  imaginable,  till  by  chance  a 
Samaritan,  an  utter  ftranger,  coming  where  he 
was,  by  an  ad  of  great  goodnefs  and  compaffion, 
not  only  relieved  him  at  prefent,  but  took  him 
under  his  protedion,  and  generoufly  provided  for 
his  future  fafety. 

On  the  clofe  of  which  engaging  account  

our  Saviour  appeals  to  the  man's  own  heart  in 
the  firft  verfe  of  the  text  —  Which  7iqw  of  thefe 
ihree^  ihinkejl  thou^  was  neighbour  unto  him  thai 
fell  amo77gJl  the  thieves  ?  and  inftead  of  drawing 
the  inference  himfelf,  leaves  him  to  decide  in 
favour  of  fo  noble  a  principle  fo  evidently 
founded  in  mercy.  —  The  lawyer,  ftruck  with 
the  truth  and  juftice  of  the  doftrine,  and  frankly 
acknowledging  the  force  of  it,  our  bleifed  Savi- 
our concludes  the  debate  with  a  (hort  admonition^ 
that  he  would  praftife  what  he  had  approved  — 
and  go^  and  imitate  that  fair  example  of  univerfal 
benevolence  which  it  had  fet  before  him. 

In  the  remaining  part  of  the  difcourfe  I  fhall  fol- 
low the  fame  plan ;  and  therefore  fhall  beg  leave 
to  enlarge  firft  upon  the  ftory  itfelf^  with  fuch  re- 
flexions as  will  arife  from  it ;  and  conclude  as 
Qur  Saviour  has  done,  with  the  lame  exhortation 
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to  kirxdnefs  and  humanity  which  fo  naturally  falls 
from  it. 

A  certain  man  fays  our  Saviour,  went  down 
from  Jerufalem  to  Jericho,  and  fell  among  thieves, 
who  ftripped  him  of  his  raiment,  and  departed, 
leaving  him  half-dead.  There  is  fomething  in  our 
nature  which  engages  us  to  take  part  in  every  ac- 
cident to  which  man  is  fubjeft,  from  what  caufe 
foever  it  may  have  happened ;  but  in  fuch  cala- 
mities as  a  man  has  fallen  into  through  mere  mif- 
fortune,  to  be  charged  upon  no  fault  or  indifcre- 
tion  of  himfelf,  there  is  fomething  then  fo  truly 
interefling,  that  at  the  firft  fight  we  generally 
make  them  our  own,  not  altogether  from  a  reflec- 
tion that  they  might  have  been  or  may  be  fo,  but 
oftener  from  a  certain  generofity  and  tendernefs 
of  nature  which  difpofes  us  for  compaHion,  ab- 
ftrafted  from  all  confiderations  of  felf :  fo  that 
without  any  obfervable  aft  of  the  will,  we  fuffer 
with  the  unfortunate,  and  feel  a  weight  upon  our 
fpirits  w^e  know  not  why,  on  feeing  the  moft  com- 
mon inflances  of  their  diftrefs.  But  where  the 
fpeftacle  is  uncommonly  tragical,  and  complicat- 
ed with  many  circumftances  of  mifery,  the  mind 
is  then  taken  captive  at  once,  and  were  it  inclined 
to  it,  has  no  power  to  make  refiftance,  but  fur- 
renders  itfelf  to  all  the  tender  emotions  of  pi- 
ty and  deep  concern.  So  that  when  one  con- 
fiders  this  friendly  part  of  our  nature  with- 
out looking  farther,  one  "rt^ould  think  it  im- 
poflible  for  a  man  to  look  upon  mifery  with- 
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out  finding  himfelf  in  fome  meafure  attached 
to  the  intereft  of  him  who  fuffers  it.  —  I  fay, 
one  would  think  it  impoflible,  —  for  there 
are  fome  tempers  —  (how  ftiall  I  defcribe 
them  ?)  —  formed  either  of  fuch  impenetrable 
matter,  or  wrought  up  by  habitual  felfiflmefs 
to  fuch  an  utter  infenfibility  of  what  becomes 
of  the  fortunes  of  their  fellow-creatures,  as  if 
they  were  not  partakers  of  the  fame  nature,  or 
had  no  lot  or  connexion  at  all  with  the  fpecies. 

Of  this  character,  our  Saviour  produces  two 
difgraceful  inftances  in  the  behaviour  of  a 
Prieft  and  a  Levite,  whom  in  this  account  he 
reprefents  as  coming  to  the  place  where  the 
unhappy  man  was ;  —  both  paffing  by  without 
either  ftretching  forth  a  hand  to  aflift,  or  ut- 
tering a  word  to  comfort  him  in  his  diflrefs. 

And  by  chance  there  came  down  a  certain 
prieft!  —  Merciful  God!  that  a  teacher  of 
thy  religion  fhould  ever  want  humanity !  —  or 
that  a  man,  whofe  head  might  be  thought  full 
of  the  one,  fhould  have  a  heart  void  of  the 
other  ?  —  This  however  was  the  cafe  before 
us !  —  and  though  in  theory  one  would  fcarce 
fufpedl  that  the  leaft  pretence  to  religion,  and 
an  open  difregard  to  fo  main  a  part  of  it, 
could  ever  meet  together  in  one  perfon,  —  yet, 
in  faft,  it  is  no  ficlitious  character. 

Look  [into  the  world.  —  How  often  do  you 
behold  a  fordid  wretch,  whofe  ftrait  heart  is 
open  to  no  man^s  afflidion,  taking  fhelter  be« 
hind  an  appearance  of  piety,  and  putting  on 
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the  garb  of  religion,  which  none  but  the  mer- 
ciful and  compaffionate  have  a  title  to  wear !  Take 
notice,  with  what  fandity  he  goes  to  the  end  of 
his  days,  in  the  fame  felfifh  track  in  which  he  at 
firft  fet  out,  —  turning  neither  to  the  right  hand 
nor  to  the  left,  — but  plods  on  ;  —  pores  all  his 
life-long  upon  the  ground,  as  if  afraid  to  look  up, 
left,  peradventure,  he  Ihould  fee  aught  which 
might  turn  him  one  moment  out  of  that  ftraight 
line  where  intereft  is  carrying  him  ;  —  or  if,  by 
chance,  he  ftumbles  upon  a  haplefs  objeft  of  dif- 
trefs,  which  threatens  fuch  a  difafter  to  him,  — 
like  the  man  here  reprefented,  devoutly  paffing  by 
on  the  other  fide,  as  if  unwilling  to  truft  himfelf 
to  the  imprefTions  of  nature,  or  hazard  the  incon- 
veniences which  pity  might  lead  him  into  upon 
the  occafion. 

There  is  but  one  ftroke  wanting  in  this  picture 
of  an  unmerciful  man,  to  render  the  character 
utterly  odious ;  and  that  our  Saviour  gives  in  the 
following  inftance  he  relates  upon  it.  And  like- 
wife,  fays  he,  "  a  Levite,  when  he  was  at  the 

place,  came  and  looked  at  him.'*  It  was  not  a 
tranfient  overfight,  the  hafty  or  ill-advifed  negleft 
of  an  unconfidering  humour,  with  which  the  beft 
difpofed  are  fometimes  overtaken,  and  led  on  be- 
yond the  point  where  otherwife  they  would  have 
wiftied  to  ftop.  —  No  !  —  on  the  contrary,  it  had 
all  the  aggravation  of  a  deliberate  ad  of  infenfi- 
bility  proceeding  from  a  hard  heart.  When  he 
was  at  the  place,  he  came  and  looked  at  him,  — 
confidered  his  misfortunes,  gave  time  for  reafon 
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and  nature  to  have  awoke,  —  faw  the  imminent 
danger  he  was  in,  —  and  the  preffing  neceffity  of 
immediate  help,  which  fo  violent  a  cafe  called 
aloud  for  ;  and  after  all,  —  turned  afide,  and  un- 
mercifully left  him  to  ail  the  diftrelTes  of  his  con* 
dition. 

In  all  unmerciful  aflions,  the  worft  of  men  pay 
this  compliment  at  leaft  to  humanity,  as  to  endea- 
vour  to  wear  as  much  of  the  appearance  of  it  as 
the  cafe  will  well  let  them  ;  —  fo  that,  in  the  hard- 
eft  a6i;s  a  man  lhall  be  guilty  of,  he  has  fome  mo» 
tives,  true  or  falfe,  always  ready  to  offer,  either  to 
fatisfy  himfelf  or  the  world,  —  and^  God  knows, 
too  often  to  impofe  both  upon  the  one  and  the 
other.  And  therefore  it  would  be  no  hard  mat- 
ter here  to  give  a  probable  guefs  at  what  pafled 
in  the  Levite\s  mind  in  the  prefent  cafe,  and  fhew^ 
was  it  neceffary,  by  what  kind  of  cafuiftry  he 
fettled  the  matter  with  his  confcience  as  he  pafTed 
by,  and  guarded  all  the  palTages  to  his  heart 
againft  the  inroads  which  pity  might  attempt  to 
make  upon  the  occafion.  —  But  it  is  painful  to 
dwell  long  upon  this  difagreeable  part  of  the 
ftory ;  I  therefore  haften  to  the  concluding  inci- 
dent of  it,  which  is  fo  amiable,  that  one  cannot 
eafily  be  too  copious  in  reflections  upon  it.  —  And 
behold,  fays  our  Saviour,  a  certain  Samaritan  as 
he  journeyed,  came  where  he  was  ;  and  w^hen  he 
faw  him,  he  had  compaffion  on  him.  —  and  went 
to  him,  —  bound  up  his  w^ounds,  pouring  in  oil 
and  winCj  —  fet  him  upon  his  own  beaft,  brought 
him  to  an  inn^  and  took  care  of  him.  —  I  fup« 
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pofe,  it  will  be  fcarce  necefFary  here  to  remind 
you,  that  the  Jews  had  no  dealings  with  the  Sa«^ 
maritans  ;  —  an  old  religious  grudge,  —  the  worft 
of  all  grudges,  —  had  wrought  fueh  a  diflike  be^ 
tween  both  people,  that  they  held  themfelves  mu- 
tually difcharged  not  only  from  all  offices  of  friend- 
fliip  and  kindnefs,  but  even  from  the  moft  common, 
afts  of  courtefy  and  good  manners.  This  operated 
fo  rtrongly  in  our  Saviour's  time,  that  the  woman 
of  Samaria  feemed  aftonifhed  that  he,  being  a  Jew^ 
fhould  afk  water  of  her,  who  was  a  Samaritan  ;  — ' 
fo  that  with  fuch  a  prepo^^effion,  however  dif- 
trefsful  the  cafe  of  the  unfortunate  man  was,  and 
how  reafonably  foever  he  might  plead  for  pity 
from  another  man,  there  was  little  aid  or  confola- 
tion  to  be  looked  for  from  fo  unpromifmg  a  quar- 
ter. *  Alas  1  after  I  have  been  twice  pafled  by, 
^  negleded  by  men  of  my  own  nation  and  reli- 

*  gion,  bound  by  fo  many  ties  to  aflifl  me,  left 
^  here  friendlefs  and  unpitied  both  by  a  Prieft  and 
^  a  Levite,  men  whofe  profeflion  and  fuperior 
^  advantages  of  knowledge  could  not  leave  them 
^  in  the  dark  in  what  manner  they  fhould  dif* 
'  charge  this  debt  w^hich  my  condition  claims,  — 
^  after  this,  —  what  hopes  ?  what  expeftations 

*  from  a  paffenger,  not  only  a  ftranger,  —  but  a 
^  Samaritan,  releafed  from  all  obligations  to  me, 

*  and  by  a  national  diflike,  inflamed  by  mutual  ill 
^  offices,  now  made  my  enemy,  and  more  likely 

*  to  rejoice  at  the  evils  which  have  fallen  upon 
'  me,  than  to  ftretch  forth  a  hand  to  fave  me 

*  from  them !  * 
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^Tis  no  unnatural  foliloquy  to  imagine  ;  but  the 
aftions  of  generous  and  compaflionate  tempers 
baffle  all  little  reafonings  about  them.  —  True 
charity,  in  the  Apoftle's  defcription,  as  it  is  kind, 
and  is  not  eafily  provoked,  fo  it  manifefted  this 
charafter  here  ;  for  we  find,  when  he  came  where 
tie  was,  and  beheld  his  diftrefs,  — all  the  un- 
friendly paffions,  which  at  another  time  might 
have  rofe  within  him,  now  utterly  forfook  him 
and  fled  :  when  he  faw  his  misfortunes,  —  he  for- 
got his  enmity  towards  the  man,  —  dropped  all  the 
prejudices  which  education  had  planted  againft 
liim ;  and  in  the  room  of  them,  all  that  was  good  and 
compaflionate  was  fuff^ered  to  fpeak  in  his  behalf. 

In  benevolent  natures  the  impulfe  to  pity  is  fo 
Judden,  that  like  infl:ruments  of  mufic  which  obey 
the  touch,  ■ — the  objeds  which  are  fitted  to  excite 
fuch  impreflions  work  fo  infliantaneous  an  eff'eft, 
that  you  would  think  the  will  was  fcarce  con- 
cerned, and  that  the  mind  was  altogether  pafllve 
in  the  fympatjiy  which  her  own  goodnefs  has  ex- 
cited. The  truth  is,  —  the  Soul  is  generally  in 
fuch  cafes  fo  bufily  taken  up,  and  wholly  engrofl!ed 
by  the  objeft  of  pity,  that  flie  does  not  attend  to 
tier  o^n  operations,  or  take  leifure  to  examine  the 
principles  upon  which  flie  ads.  So  that  the  Sa- 
maritan, though  the  moment  he  faw  him  he  had 
compaflion  on  him,  yet,  fudden  as  the  emotion  is 
reprefented,  you  are  not  to  imagine  that  it  was 
mechanical^  but  that  there  was  a  fettled  principle 
of  humanity  and  goodnefs  which  operated  within 
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him,  and  iiiflaenced  not  only  the  firll  hnpulfe  of 
kindnefs,  but  the  continuation  of  it  throughout 
the  reft  of  fo  engaging  a  behaviour.  And  becaufe 
it  is  a  pleafure  to  look  into  a  good  mind,  and  trace 
out,  as  far  as  one  is  able,  what  paffes  v/ithin  it  on 
fuch  occafions,  I  fhall  beg  leave  for  a  moment  to 
ftate  an  account  of  whaf  was  likely  to  pafs  in  his, 
and  in  what  manner  fo  diftrefsful  a  cafe  would 
neceffarily  work  upon  fuch  a  difpofition. 

As  he  approached  the  place  where  the  unfor- 
tunate man  lay,  the  inftant  he  beheld  him,  no 
doubt  fome  fuch  train  of  refleflions  as  thefe  would 
rife  in  his  mind  :  —  "  Good  God  !  what  a  fpec- 
"  tacle  of  mifery  do  I  behold  !  —  a  man  ftripped 
"  of  his  raiment,  —  wounded,  —  lying  languifli- 

ing  before  me  upon  the  ground,  juft  ready  to 
"  expire,  —  without  the  comfort  of  a  friend  to 
"  fupport  him  in  his  laft  agonies,  or  the  profpect 

of  a  hand  to  clofe  his  eyes  when  his  pains  are 

over  !  But  perhaps  my  concern  fliould  leffen 
^'  when  I  reflefl:  on  the  relations  in  which  we 
"  ftand  to  each  other,  —  that  he  is  a  Jew,  and  I 

a  Samxaritan.  —  But  are  we  not  ftill  both  men  ? 

partakers  of  the  fame  nature,  —  and  fubjecl 

to  the  fame  evils  ?  —  Let  nie  char^ge  conditions 
"  with  him  for  a  moment,  and  confider,  had  his 
^'  lot  befallen  me  as  I  journeyed  in  the  way, 
^'  what  meafure  I  fnould  have  expefted  at  his 
^'  hand.  - — ■  Should  I  wifh,  when  he  beheld.,  me 

wounded  and  half-dead,  that  he  Ihould  ftiut  up 
^'  his  bowels  of  compafTion  from  me,  and  double 
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the  weight  of  my  miferies  by  paffing  by  and 
leaving  them  unpitied  ?  —  But  I  am  a  ftranger 
"  to  the  man ;  —  be  it  fo ;  —  but  I  am  no  ftranger 
"  to  his  condition ;  —  misfortunes  are  of  no  par- 
"  ticular  tribe  or  nation,  but  belong  to  us  all,  — 
and  have  a  general  claim  upon  us,  without  dif- 
tindion  of  climate,  country,  or  religion.  Be- 
"  fides,  though  I  am  a  ftranger,  —  'tis  no  fault 
of  his  that  I  do  not  know  him,  and  therefore 
unequitable  he  fliould  fufFer  by  it :  —  Had  I 
known  him,  poffibly  I  fliould  have  had  caufe 
^'  to  love  and  pity  him  the  more ;  —  for  aught 
I  know,  he  is  fome  one  of  uncommon  merit, 
whofe  life  is  rendered  ftill  more  precious,  as 
"  the  lives  and  happinefs  of  others  may  be  in- 
"  volved  in  it :  perhaps  at  this  inftant  that  he  lies 
here  forfaken  in  all  this  mifery,  a  whole  virtu- 
ous  family  is  joyfully  looking  for  his  return, 
and  afFe^lionately  counting  the  hours  of  his  de- 
lay]  Oh!  did  they  know  what  evil  hadbefaU 
^'  ien  him,  —  how  would  they  fly  to  fuccour 
him !  —  Let  me  then  haften  to  fupply  thole 
tender  offices  of  binding  up  his  wounds,  and 
"  carrying  him  to  a  place  of  fafety  ;  — or,  if  that 
"  afliftance  comes  too  late,  I  ftiall  comfort  him  at 
"  leaft  in  his  laft  hour ;  —  and,  if  I  can  do  no» 
thing  elfe,  —  I  fliall  foften  his  misfortunes  by 
dropping  a  tear  of  pity  over  them/' 
'Tis  alm.oft  neceflary  to  imagine  the  good  Sama^^ 
ritan  was  influenced  by  fome  fuch  thoughts  as 
thefe,  from  the  uncommon  generofity  of  his  beha- 
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viour,  which  is  reprefented  by  our  Saviour  operate 
ing  like  the  warm  zeal  of  a  brother,  mixed  with 
the  afFeftionate  difcretion  and  care  of  a  parent, 
who  was  not  fatisfied  with  taking  him  under  his 
protection,  and  fupplying  his  prefent  wants,  but 
in  looking  forwards  for  him,  and  taking  care  that 
his  wants  fhould  be  fupplied  when  he  fhould  be 
gone,  and  no  longer  near  to  befriend  him* 

I  think  there  needs  no  ftronger  argument  to 
prove  how  univerfally  and  deeply  the  feeds  of  this 
virtue  of  compaffion  are  planted  in  the  heart  of 
man,  than  in  the  pleafure  we  take  in  fuch  repre- 
fentations  of  it :  and  though  fome  men  have  repre- 
fented human  nature  in^other  colours  (though  to 
what  end  I  know  not),  yet  the  matter  of  fa6t  is  fo 
ftrong  againfl  him,  that  from  the  general  propen- 
fity  to  pity  the  unfortunate,  we  exprefs  that  fenfa- 
tion  by  the  word  Humanity,  as  if  it  was  infeparable 
from  our  nature.  That  it  is  not  infeparable,  I  have 
allowed  in  the  former  part  of  this  difcourfe,  from 
fome  reproachful  inftances  of  felfifh  tempers, 
which  feem  to  take  part  in  nothing  beyond  them- 
felves  ;  yet  I  am  perfuaded,  and  affirm  'tis  ftill  fo 
great  and  noble  a  part  of  our  nature,  that  a  man 
mufl  do  great  violence  to  himfelf,  and  fufFer  many 
a  painful  conflift,  before  he  has  brought  himfelf 
to  a  different  difpofition. 

'Tis  obfervable  in  the  foregoing  account,  that 
when  the  Prieft  came  to  the  place  where  he  was, 
he  pafTed  by  on  the  other  fide  ;  —  he  might  have 
palfed  by,  you'll  fay,  without  turning  afide. — * 

^No| 
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No  ;  there is  a  fecret  fhame  which  attends  every 
adit  of  inhumanity,  not  to  be  conquered  in  the 
hardeft  natures,  fo  that  as  in  other  cafes,  fo  efpe- 
cially  in  this,  many  a  man  will  do  a  cruel  aft^  who 
at  the  fame  time  will  blufh  to  look  you  in  the  face, 
and  is  forced  to  turn  afide  before  he  can  have  ^ 
heart  to  execute  his  purpofe. 

Inconfiftent  creature  that  man  is !  who  at  that 
Jnftant  that  he  does  what  is  wrong,  is  not  able  to 
withhold  his  teftimony  to  what  is  good  and  praife- 
worthy ! 

I  have  now  done  with  the  parable,  which  was 
the  firft  part  propofed  to  be  confidered  in  this  dif- 
courfe ;  and  fliould  proceed  to  the  fecond,  which 
fo  naturally  falls  from  it,  of  exhorting  you,  as  our 
Saviour  did  the  lawyer  upon  it,  to  go  and  do  fo 
likewife  ;  but  I  have  been  fo  copious  in  my  reflec* 
tions  upon  the  ftory  itfelf,  that  I  find  I  have  infen- 
fibly  incorporated  into  them  almoft  all  that  I 
ftiould  have  faid  here  in  recommending  fo  amiable 
an  example ;  by  which  means  I  have  unawares 
anticipated  the  talk  I  propofed.   I  fliall  therefore 
detain  ^ou  no  longer  than  with  a  fingle  remark 
upon  the  fubjeft  in  general,  which  is  this : —  *Tis 
obfervable  in  many  places  of  fcripture,  that  our 
bleffed  Saviour,  in  defcribing  the  day  of  judgment, 
does  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  if  the  great  enquiry 
then,  was  to  relate  principally  to  this  one  virtue  of 
compaflion^  —  and  as  if  our  final  fentence  at  that 
folenmity  was  to  be  pronounced  exadly  according 
to  the  degrees  of  it.  "I  was  a  hungered,  and  ye 

"  gave 


42 


bKRMON  III. 


gave  me  meat ;  ~  thirilyj  and  ye  gave  mc 
drink  ;  — •  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me  ;  —  I  was 
fick,  and  ye  vilited  me  ;  —  in  prifon,  and  ye 
came  mito  me."   Not  that  we  are  to  im.agine 
from  thence,  as  if  any  other  good  or  evil  aftion 
Ihouid  then  be  overlooked  by  the  eye  of  the  Al}« 
feeing  Judge^  but  barely  to  intimate  to  us,  that  a 
charitable  and  benevolent  difpofition  is  fo  princi- 
pal and  ruling  a  part  of  a  man's  charafter,  as  to 
be  a  confiderable  teft  by  itfelf  of  the  whole  frai^ne 
and  temper  of  his  mind,  with  which  all  other  vir- 
tues and  vices  refpeftively  rife  and  fall,  and  will 
almofl  neceffarily  be  connected.  —  Tell  me  there- 
fore of  a  compaffionate  man,  you  reprefent  to  nie 
a  man  of  a  thoufand  other  good  qualities  ;  —  on 
whom  I  can  depend,  - —  whom  I  may  fafely  truft 
with  my  wife,  —  my  children,  —  my  fortune  and 
reputation,  —  'Tis  for  this,  as  the  Apoftle  argues 
from  the  fame  principle,  —    that  he  wdll  not  com- 
*^  mit  adultery,  — -  that  he  will  not  kill,  —  that  he 
will  not  ileal,  —  that  he  will  not  bear  falfe  wit- 
nefs/*  That  is,  the  forrows  which  are  ftirred 
up  in  men's  hearts  by  fuch  trefpalfes,  are  fo  ten- 
derly felt  by  a  companionate  man,  that  it  is  not  in 
his  power  or  his  nature  to  commit  them. 

So  that  well  might  he  conclude,  that  Charity, 
by  which  he  means  love  to  your  neighbour,  was 
the  end  of  the  commandment ;  and  that  whofo* 
ever  fulfilled  it,  had  fulfilled  the  law. 
Now  to  God,  &c.  Amen. 
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SELF  KNOWLEDGE* 
2  Samuel,  xii.  7« 


And  David's  anger  was  greatly  kindled  against  the  man- 
and  he  said  to  Nathan,  As  the  Lord  liveth,  the  man  that 
hath  done  this  thing,  shall  surely  die,  &c. 
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2  SAM.  XII.  7« 


And  Nathan  fald  unto  David,  Thou  art  the  man. 


HERE  is  no  hlftorical  paffiige  in  fcripture 


which  gives  a  more  remarkable  inftance  of 
the  deceitfuhiefs  of  the  heart  of  man  to  itfelf,  and 
of  how  little  we  truly  know  of  ourfelves,  than 
this,  wherein  David  is  convicted  out  of  his  own 
mouth,  and  is  led  by  the  prophet  to  condemn  and 
pronounce  a  fevere  judgment  upon  another,  for 
an  aft  of  injuftice,  which  he  had  pafTed  over  in 
himfelf,  and  poffibly  reconciled  to  his  own  con* 
fcience.  To  know  one's  felf,  one  would  think 
could  be  no  very  difficult  lefTon ;  —  for  who,  you'll 
fay,  can  well  be  truly  ignorant  of  himfelf,  and 
the  true  difpofition  of  his  own  heart  ?  If  a  man 
thinks  at  all,  he  cannot  be  a  ftranger  to  what 
palTes  there  ;  —  he  muft  be  confcious  of  his  own 
thoughts  and  defires,  he  mufl  remember  his  part: 
purfuits,  and  the  true  fprings  and  motives  which 
in  general  have  directed  the  adions  of  his  life : 
he  may  hang  out  falfe  colours  and  deceive  the 
world;  but  how  can  a  man  deceive  himfelf? 
That  a  man  can,  is  evident,  becaufe  he  daily  does 
fo.  — '  Scripture  tells  us,  and  gives  us  many  hifto- 
rical  proofs  of  it,  befides  this  to  which  the  text 
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refers  :  —  "  That  the  heart  of  man  is  treacherous 
to  itfelf,  and  deceitful  above  all  things  and 
experience  and  every  hour's  commerce  with  the 
world  confirms  the  truth  of  this  feeming  paradox. 
That  though  man  is  the  only  creature  endowed 
*^  with  refledlion,  and  confequently  qualified  to 
know  the  moft  of  himfelf ;  — :  yet,  fo  it  hap- 
pens,  that  he  generally  knows  the  leaft ;  —  and 
with  ail  the  power  which  God  has  given  him 
of  turning  his  eyes  inward  upon  himfelf,  and 
taking  notice  of  the  chain  of  his  own  thoughts 
and  defires,  —  yet,  in  fa£k,  is  generally  fo  inat- 
tentive,  but  always  fo  partial  an  obfei-ver  of 
what  palTes,  that  he  is  as  much,  nay  often  a 
much  greater  ftranger  to  his  own  difpofition 
and  true  charafter,  than  all  the  world  befides 
By  what  means  he  is  brought  under  fo  manifeft 
a  delufion,  and  how  he  fuffers  himfelf  to  be  fo 
grofsly  impofed  upon  in  a  point  which  he  is  capa- 
ble of  knowing  fo  much  better  than  others,  is 
not  hard  to  give  an  account  of,  nor  need  we  feek 
farther  for  it  than  amongft  the  caufes  which  are 
€very  day  perverting  his  reafon  and  mifleading 
him.    We  are  deceived  in  judging  of  ourfelves, 
juft  as  we  are  in  judging  of  other  things,  when 
our  pallions  and  inclinations  are  called  in  as  coun- 
fellors,  and  we  fuffer  ourfelves  to  fee  and  reafon 
jufl  fo  far  and  no  farther  than  they  give  us  leave* 
How  hard  do  we  find  it  to  pafs  an  equitable  and 
found  judgment  in  a  matter  where  our  intereft  is 
deeply  concerned !  —  and  even  where  there  is 
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the  remoteft  confideration  of  sei.f  connefted  with 
the  point  before  us,  what  a  ftrange  bias  does  it 
hang  upon  our  minds,  and  how  difficult  it  is  to  , 
dif engage  our  judgments  entirely  from  it !  With 
what  reludance  are  we  brought  to  think  evil  of  a 
friend  whom  we  have  long  loved  and  efteemed ! 
and  though  there  happens  to  be  llrong  appear- 
ances againft  him,  how  apt  are  we  to  overlook  or 
put  favourable  conftrudions  upon  them,  and  e¥en 
fometimes,  when  our  zeal  and  friendfliip  tranfport 
us,  to  alTign  the  beft  and  kindeft  motives  for  the 
worft  and  moft  unjuftifia^e  parts  of  his  conduft ! 

We  are  ftill  worfe  cafuifts  ;  and  the  deceit  is 
proportionably  ftronger  with  a  man,  when  he  is 
going  to  judge  of  himfelf,  —  that  dear  eft  of  all 
parties,  —  fo  clofely  conneded  with  him,  —  fa 
much  and  fo  long  beloved,  — ■  of  whom  he  has  fa 
early  conceived  the  higheft  opinion  and  efteem^, 
and  with  whofe  merit  he  has  all  along,  no  doubt^ 
found  fo  much  reafon  to  be  contented.  It  is  not 
an  eafy  matter  to  be  fevere,  where  there  is  fuch  aa 
impuife  to  be  kind,  ~  or  to  efface  at  once  all  the 
tender  impreffions  in  favour  of  fo  old  a  friendj. 
which  difabied  us  from  thinking  of  him  as  he  is^ 
and  feeing  him  in  the  light,  may  be,  in  which 
every  one  elfe  fees  him. 

So  that,  however  eafy  this  knowledge  of  one*^ 
felf  may  appear  at  firft  fight,  it  is  otherwife  when 
we  come  to  examine  ;  fmce  not  only  in  pradice^ 
but  even  in  fpeculation  and  theory,  we  find  it  one 
of  the  hardeft  and  moft  painful  lelTons.   Some  of 
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the  earlleft  inftruclors  of  mankind,  no  doubf, 
found  it  fo  too ;  and  for  that  reafon  foon  faw  the 
neceffity  of  laying  fueh  a  ftrefs  upon  this  great 
precept  of  felf-knowledge^  which,  for  its  excellent 
wifdom  and  ufefulnefs,  many  of  them  fuppofed  to 
be  a  divine  direction  ;  that  it  came  down  from 
Heaven,  and  comprehended  the  whole  circle  both 
of  the  knowledge  and  the  duty  of  man.  And  in- 
deed their  zeal  might  eafily  be  allowed  in  fo  high 
an  encomium  upon  the  attainment  of  a  virtue,  the 
want  of  which  fo  often  baffled  their  inftruftions^, 
and  rendered  their  endeavours  of  reforming  the 
heart  vain  and  ufelefs.  For  who  could  think  of  a 
reformation  of  the  iaults  without  him,  who  knew 
not  where  they  lay,  or  could  fet  about  correcting, 
till  he  had  firft  come  to  a  fenfe  of  the  defects 
which  required  it  ? 

But  this  was  a  point  always  much  eafier  recom- 
mended by  public  inftruftors  than  fhewn  how  to 
be  put  in  praftice  :  and  therefore  others,  who 
equally  fought  the  reformation  of  mankind,  ob- 
ferving  that  this  direct  road  which  led  to  it  v/as 
guarded  on  all  fides  by  felf-love,  and  confequently 
very  difficult  to  open  accefs,  foon  found  out  that 
a  difterent  and  more  artful  courfe  was  requifite ; 
as  they  had  not  ftrength  to  remove  this  flattering 
paffion  which  flood  in  their  way  and  blocked  up 
all  the  paflfages  to  the  heart,  they  endeavoured  by 
ftratagem  to  get  beyond  it,  and  by  a  Ikilful  ad- 
drefs,  if  poffible,  to  deceive  it.  This  gave  rife  to 
the  early  manner  of  conveying  their  inftruftions  in 
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parables,  fables,  and  fuch  fort  of  indlrecl  applica- 
tions; which,  though  they  could  not  conquer 
this  principle  of  felf-Iove,  yet  often  laid  it  afleep^ 
or  at  leaft  over-reached  it  for  a  few  moments^ 
till  a  jull  judgment  could  be  procured. 

The  prophet.Nathan  feems  to  have  been  a  great 
mailer  in  this  way  of  addrefs,  David  had  greatly 
difpleafed  God  by  two  grievous  fins  which  he  had 
committed  ;  and  the  prophet's  commiflion  was  to 
go  and  bring  him  to  a  conviclion  of  them,  and 
touch  his  heart  with  a  fenfe  of  guilt  for  what  he 
had  done  againft  the  honour  and  life  of  Uriah. 

The  holy  man  knew,  that  was  it  any  one's  cafe 
but  David's  own,  no  man  would  have  been  fo 
quick-fight ed  in  difcerning  the  nature  of  the  in- 
jury, —  more  ready  to  have  redreffed  it,  —  or 
who  would  have  felt  more  compalfion  for  the 
party  who  had  fuftered  it,  than  he  himfelf. 

Inftead  therefore  of  declaring  the  real  intention 
of  his  errand,  by  a  direft  accufation  and  reproof 
for  the  crimes  he  had  committed,  he  comes  to 
him  with  fiditious  complaint  of  a  cruel  aft  of  ia* 
juftice  done  by  another,  and  accordingly  he  frames 
a  cafe,  not  fo  parallel  to  David's  as  he  fuppofed 
would  awaken  his  fufpicion,  and  prevent  a  pa- 
tient and  candid  hearing  ;  and  yet  not  fo  void  of 
refemblance  in  the  main  circumftances,  as  to  fail 
of  linking  him  when  fhewn  in  a  proper  light. 

And  Nathan  came  and  faid  unto  him,  There 
*^  were  two  men  in  one  city,  the  one  rich  and  the 
'^^  other  poor ;  —  the  rich  man  had  ^xc^eding 
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many  flocks  and  herds ;  but  the  poor  man  had 
nothing  fave  one  little  ewe-lamb  which  he  had 
^'  bought  and  nouriflied  up  ;  —  and  it  grew  up 
^'  together  with  him  and  with  his  children  ;  —  it 
did  eat  of  his  own  meat  and  drink  of  his  own 
cup)  and  lay  in  his  bofom,  and  was  unto  him  as 
a  daughter :  —  and  there  came  a  traveller  unto 
the  rich  man,  and  he  fpared  to  take  of  his  owiv 
"  flock  and  of  his  own  herd  to  drefs  for  the 
"  wayfaring  man  that  was  come  unto  him,  but 
"  took  the  poor  man's  lamb  and  drelTed  it  for 
"  the  man  that  was  come  unto  him.'" 

The  cafe  was  drawn  up  with  great  judgment 
and  beauty ;  —  the  feveral  minute  circumflances 
which  heightened  the  injury,  truly  affeding,  — 
and  fo  ftrongly  urged,  that  it  would  have  been 
impoflible  for  any  man  with  a  previous  fenfe  of 
guilt  upon  his  mind,  to  have  defended  himfelf 
from  Xome  degree  of  remorfe,  which  it  muft  na- 
turally have  excited. 

The  ftory,  though  it  fpoke  only  of  the  injuflice 
and  oppreflive  aQ:  of  another  man,  —  yet  it 
pointed  to  what  he  had  lately  done  himfelf,  with 
all  the  circumfl:ances  of  its  aggravation :  —  and 
withal,  the  whole  was  fo  tenderly  addrelTed  to  the 
heart  and  paflions,  as  to  kindle  at  once  the  utmoft 
horror  and  indignation.  And  fo  it  did ;  —  but 
not  againft  the  proper  perfon.  In  his  tranfport 
he  forgot  himfelf ;  —  his  anger  greatly  kindled 
againft  the  man ;  —  and  he  faid  unto  Nathan^ 
As  the  Lord  liveth,  the  man  that  hath  done  this 
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thing  lhall  furely  die,  and  he  fliall  reflore  the 

Iamb -fourfold  J  becaufe  he  did  this  thing,  and 

becaufe  he  had  no  pity/' 

It  can  fcarce  be  doubted  here,  but  that  David's 
anger  was  real,  and  that  he  was,  what  he  appeared 
to  be,  greatly  provoked  and  exafperated  againft 
the  offender;  and,  indeed,  his  fentence  againft 
him  proves  he  was  fo,  above  meafure.  For  to 
punifh  the  man  with  death,  and  oblige  him  to  re« 
ftore  fourfold  befides,  was  highly  Unequitable, 
and  not  only  difproportioned  to  the  offence,  but 
far  above  the  utmofl  rigour  and  feverity  of  the 
law,  which  allowed  a  much  foftef  atonement  j 
requiring,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  no  more  than  an  ample 
reflitution  and  recompenfe  in  kind.  The  judg« 
ment,  however,  feems  to  have  been  truly  fmcere 
and  well-meant,  and  befpoke  rather  the  honefl 
rafhnefs  of  an  unfufpicious  judge,  than  the  cool 
determination  of  a  confcious  and  guilty  man, 
who  knew  he  was  going  to  pafs  fentence  upon 
himfelf. 

I  take  notice  of  this  particular,  becaufe  it 
places  this  inftance  of  felf-deceit,  which  is  the 
fubject  of  the  difcourfe,  in  the  flrongeft  light, 
and  fully  demonftrates  the  truth  of  a  fa£t  in  this 
great  man,  which  happens  every  day  among  our- 
felves,  namely,  that  a  man  may  he  guilty  of  very 
bad  and  difhonefl  aftions,  and  yet  refleft  fb  little^ 
or  fo  partially,  upon  what  he  has  done,  as  to 
keep  his  confcience  free,  not  only  from  guilt,  but 
even  the  remotefl  fufpicions,  that  he  is  the  m^n 
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which  m  truth  he  is,  and  what  the  tenor  and 
evidence  of  his  Hfe  demonftrate.  If  we  look 
into  the  world,  —  David's  is  no  uncommon  cafe  ; 
—  vre  fee  fome  one  or  other  perpetually  copying 
this  bad  original,  fitrdngin  judgm^^nt  upon  him- 
felf,  —  hearing  his  own  caufey  and  not  knowing 
what  he  is  doing  ;  hafty  in  palTing  fentence,  and 
even  executing  it  too  with  wrath  upon'  the  perfon 
of  another,  when,  in  the  language  of  the  prophet, 
one  might  fay  to  him  with  juftice,  —  "  Thou  art 
the  man/' 

Of  the  many  revengeful,  covetous,  falfe,  and 
ill-natured  perfons  which  we  complain  of  in  the 
tvorld,  though  we  all  join  in  the  cry  againft  them, 
what  man  amongft  us  fingles  out  himfelf  as  a 
criminal,  or  ever  once  takes  it  into  his  head  that 
he  adds  to  the  number  ?  —  or  where  is  there  a 
man  fo  bad,  who  would  not  think  it  the  hardefl 
and  mof^  unfair  imputation,  to  have  any  of  thofa 
pardcular  vices  laid  to  his  charge  ? 

If  he  has  the  fymptoms  ever  fo  ftrong  upon 
!iim,  which  he  would  pronounce  infallible  iu 
another,  they  are  indications  of  no  fuch  malady 
in  himfelf.  He  fees,  what  no  one  elfe  fees^ 
fome  fecfet  and  flattering  circumftances  in  hi^ 
Favour,  which  no  doubt  make  a  wide  difference 
betwixt  his  cafe  and  the  party's  which  he  con- 
demns. 

What  other  nian  fpeakr,  fo  often  and  vehe- 
mently againft  the  vice  of  pride,  fets  the  weak- 
nefs  of  it  in  a  more  odious  light,  or  is  more 
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hurt  wit  1  it  in  another,  than  the  proud  man  him- 
felf?  It  is  the  fame  v/ith  the  paffionatej  the  de- 
ligning,  the  ambitious,  and  fome  other  common 
charadlers  in  Hfe ;  and  being  a  confequence  of 
the  nature  of  fuch  vices,  and  almoft  infeparable 
from  them,  the  effects  of  it  are  generally  fo  grofs 
and  abfurd,  that  where  pity  does  not  forbid,  it  is 
pleafant  to  obferve  and  trace  the  cheat  through 
the  feveral  turnings  and  windings  of  the  heart, 
and  dete£t  it  through  all  the  ftiapes  and  ap- 
pearances which  it  puts  on. 

Next  to  thefe  inftances  of  felf»deceit  and  ut- 
ter  ignorance  of  our  true  difpofition  and  cha- 
racter, which  appear  in  not  feeing  that  in  our- 
felves  which  fhocks  us  in  another  man,  there  is 
another  fpecies  ftill  more  dangerous  and  delu- 
five,  and  which  the  more  guarded  perpetually 
fail  into  from  the  judgments  they  make  of  dif- 
ferent  vices,  according  to  their  age  and  com- 
plexion, and  the  various  ebbs  and  flows  of  their 
pafTions  and  defires. 

To  conceive  this^  let  any  man  look  into  his 
own  heart,  and  obferve  in  how  different  a  degree 
of  deteftation,  numbers  of  aftions  ftand  there^ 
though  equally  bad  and  v  cious  in  themfelves  : 
He  will  foon  find  that  fuch  of  them  as  ftrong  in- 
clination or  cuftom  has  prompted  him  to  com- 
mit, are  generally  dreiTed  out,  and  painted  with 
all  the  falfe  beauties  which  a  foft  and  flattering 
hand  can  give  them ;  and  that  the  others,  to 
which  he  feels  no  propenfity,  appear  at  once 
E  2  naked 
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naked  and  deformed,  furrounded  with  all  the 
tf-ue  circumftances  of  their  folly  and  difhonour. 

When  David  furprifed  Saul  fleeping  in  the 
cave,  and  cut  off  the  Ikirt  of  his  robe,  we  read, 
his  heart  fmote  him  for  what  he  had  done :  — 
ftrange,  it  fmote  him  not  in  thjs  matter  of  Uriah, 
where  it  had  fo  much  ftronger  reafon  to  take  the 
alarm  !  —  A  whole  year  had  almoft  paffed  from 
the  firft  commiffion  of  this  injuftice,  to  the  time 
the  prophet  was  fent  to  reprove  him ;  and  we 
read  not  once  of  any  remorfe  or  compunction  of 
heart  for  what  he  had  done  :  and  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  had  the  fame  prophet  met  him  when  he 
was  returning  up  out  of  the  cave,  —  and  told 
him,  that,  fcrupulous  and  confcientious  as  he  then 
feemed  and  thought  himfelf  to  be,  he  was  deceiv- 
ing himfelf,  and  was  capable  of  committing  the 
fouleft  and  moft  diflionourable  aftions ;  —  that 
he  fliould  one  day  murder  a  faithful  and  a  valiant 
fervant,  whom  he  ought  in  juftice  to  have  loved 
and  honoured ;  —  that  he  fhould  without  pity 
firfl  wound  him  in  the  tendered  part,  by  taking 
away  his  deareft  poiTeffion,  —  and  then  unmer- 
cifully and  treacheroufly  rob  him  of  his  life : 
—  had  Nathan  in  a  prophetic  fpirit  foretold  to 
David  that  he  was  capable  of  this,  and  that  he 
Ihould  one  day  aftually  do  it,  and  from  no  other 
motive  but  the  momentary  gratification  of  a  bafe 
and  unworthy  paffion,  he  would  have  received 
the  prediction  with  horror,  and  faid  poffibly  with 
Hazael  upon  juft  fuch  another  occafion,  and  with 
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the  fame  ignorance  of  himfelf,  —  "  What !  is 
"  thy  fervant  a  dog  that  he  fhould  do  this  great 
thing  ? And  yet  in  all  likelihood,  at  that 
very  time  there  wanted  nothing  but  the  fame  de- 
gree of  temptation,  and  the  fame  opportunity  to 
induce  him  to  the  fin  which  afterwards  overcame 
him. 

Thus  the  cafe  ftands  with  us  ftill.  When  the 
paflions  are  warmed,  and  the  fin  which  prefents 
itfelf  exaftly  tallies  to  the  defiige,  obferve  how 
impetuoufly  a  man  will  rufli  into  it,  and  a£l 
againft  all  principles  of  honour,  juftice,  and 
mercy  !  —  Talk  to  him  the  moment  after  upon 
the  nature  of  another  vice  to  which  he  is  not  ^d- 
dided,  and  from  which  perhaps  his  age,  his  tem- 
per, or  rank  in  life  fecure  him  ;  take  notice,  how 
well  he  reafons,  —  with  what  equity  he  deter- 
mines, —  what  an  honeft  indignation  and  fharp- 
nefs  he  expreffes  againft  it,  and  how  infenfibly 
his  anger  kindles  againft  the  man  who  hath  done 
this  thing ! 

Thus  we  are  nice  in  grains  and  fcruples,  — 
but  knaves  in  matters  of  a  pound  weight ;  every 
day  ftraining  at  gnats,  yet  fwallowing  camels ;  — 
miferably  cheating  ourfelves,  and  torturing  our 
reafon  to  bring  us  in  fuch  a  report  of  the  fin  as 
fuits  the  prefent  appetite  and  inclination. 

Moft  of  us  are  aware  of  and  pretend  to  deteft 
the  barefaced  inftances  of  that  hypocrify  by 
which  men  deceive  others ;  but  few  of  us  are 
upon  our  guard,  or  fee  that  more  fatal  hypocrify 
£  3  by 
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by  which  we  deceive  and  over-reach  our  own 
hearts !  It  is  a  flattering  and  dangerous  dif- 
temper,  which  has  undone  thoufands  ;  —  we 
bring  the  feeds  of  it  along  with  us  into  the  world, 
—  they  infenfibly  grow  up  with  us  from  our 
childhood,  —  they  lie  long  concealed  and  undif- 
turbed,  and  have  generally  got  fuch  deep  root  in 
our  natures  by  the  time  we  are  come  to  years  of 
underftanding  and  refleftion,  that  it  requires  all 
we  have  got  to  defend  ourfelves  from  their  efFefts. 

To  make  the  cafe  ftill  worfe  on  our  fides,  'tis 
with  this  as  with  every  grievous  diflemper  of  the 
body,  —  the  remedies  are  dangerous  and  doubt- 
ful, in  "proportion  to  our  miftakes  and  ignorance 
of  the  caufe :  for  in  the  inftances  of  felf-deceit, 
though  the  head  is  fick,  and  the  whole  heart  faint, 
the  patient  feldom  knows  what  he-ails.  Of  all  the 
things  we  know  and  learn,  tliis  neceffary  know- 
ledge comes  to  us  the  laft. 

Upon  what  principle  it  happens  thus,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  lay  open  in  the  fir  ft  part  of  this 
difcourfe  ;  which  I  conclude  with  a  ferious  ex- 
hortation to  ftruggle  againft  them  ;  which  we  can 
only  hope  to  do,  by  converfmg  more  and  oftener 
with  ourfelves,  than  the  bufmefs  and  diverfions  of 
the  world  generally  give  us  leave. 

We  have  a  chain  of  thoughts,  defires,  engage- 
ments, and  idleneffes,  which  perpetually  return 
upon  us  in  their  proper  time  .  and  order :  —  let 
us,  I  befeech  you,  aflign  and  fet  apart  fome  fmall 
portion  of  the  day  for  this  purpofe,  —  of  retiring 
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into  ourfeh'-es^  and  fearcliing  into  the  dark  corners 
and  receffes  of  the  heart,  and  taking  notice  of  what 
is  paffing  there.    If  a  man  can  bring  himfeif  to 
do  this  tafK  .with  a  curious  and  impartial  eye,  he 
will  quickly  find  the  fruits  of  it  will  more  than  re- 
compenfe  his  time  and  labour.    He  will  fee  fe^ 
vera!  irregularities  and  unfufpefted  paflions  within 
him  which  he  never  was  aware  of :  — -  he  will 
difcover  in  his  progrefs  many  fecret  turnings  and 
winding  in  his  heart  to  which  he  wzs  a  ftranger, 
which  now  gradually  open  and  difclofe  themfelves 
to  him  upon  a  nearer  view.  In  thefe  labyrinths  he 
wiH  trace  out  fuch  hidden  fprings  and  motives  for 
many  of  his  moft  applauded  aflions,  as  will  make 
him  rather  forry  and  afhamed  of  himfeif,  than 
proud. 

In  a  word,  he  will  underftand  his  errors,  and 
then  fee  the  neceffity,  with  David,  of  imploring 
God  to  cleanfe  him  from  his  fecret  faults,  —  and 
with  fome  hope  and  confidence  to  fay,  with  this 
great  man  after  his  conviftion,  —  "  Try  me,  O 
Godj  and  feek  the  ground  of  my  heart ;  — = 
— '  prove  me,  and  examine  my  thoughts; 
look  well  if  there  be  any  way  of  wickednefs 
in  me^  —  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlafl- 

Now  to  God  the  Father,  &c.  &Co 
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THE  CASE  OF  ELIJAH  AND  THE  WIDOW 
ZAREPHATH  CONSIDERED. 

J  CHARITT  SERMOK 


TO 

THE   VERY  REVEREND 

RICHARD  OSBALDISrON,  D. 

BEAN  OF  YORK. 

I  HAVE  taken  the  liberty  to  In- 
fcribe  this  Difcourfe  to  you,  in  teftimony  of  the  great 
Tefpe£l  which  I  owe  to  your  charafler  in  general ;  and 
from  a  fenfe  of  what  is  due  to  it  in  particular,  from 
every  member  of  the  Church  of  Torh. 

I  wifn  I  had  as  good  a  reafoa  for  doing  that,  which 
has  given  me  the  opportunity  of  making  fo  public  and 
juft  an  acknowledgement;  being  afraid  there  can  be 
little  left  to  be  faid  upon  the  fubject  of  Charity^  which 
has  not  been  often  thought,  and  much  better  expreffed 
by  many  who  have  gone  before  :  and,  indeed,  it  feems 
fo  beaten  and  common  a  path,  that  it  is  not  an  eafy 
matter  for  a  new-comer  to  diftinguifh  himfelf  in  it,  by 
any  thing  except  the  novelty  of  his  i^ehicle, 

I  beg,  however.  Sir,  your  kind  acceptance  of  it,  and 
of  the  motives  v/hich  have  induced  me  to  addrefs  it  to 
^ou  ;  one  of  which  I  cannot  conceal  in  juftice  to  my- 
feif,  becaufe  it  has  proceeded  from  the  fenfe  of  many 
favours  and  civilities  which  I  have  received  from  youo 
I  am. 

Reverend  Sir, 

Your  moft  obliged, 

and  faithful  humble  Servant, 


LAURENCE  STERNE. 
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Arid  the  barrel  of  meal  wafted  not,  neither  did  the  crufe  of 
oil  fail,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  he 
fpake  by  the  prophet  Elijah. 


^HE  words  of  the  text  are  the  record  of  a 


miracle  wrought  in  behalf  of  the  widow  of 
Zarephathj  who  had  charitably  taken  Elijah  under 
her  roof,  and  adminiftered  unto  him  in  a  time  of 
great  fcarcity  and  diftrefs.  There  is  fomething 
very  interefting  and  affeftionate  in  the  manner 
this  ftory  is  related  in  holy  writ ;  and,  as  it  con- 
cludes with  a  fecond  ftili  more  remarkable  proof 
of  God's  favour  to  the  fame  perfon,  in  the  reftora- 
tion  of  her  dead  fon  to  Hfe,  one  cannot  but  con^- 
fider  both  miracles  as  rewards  of  that  aQ:  of  piety^ 
VvTought  by  Infinite  Power,  and  left  upon  record 
in  fcripture,  not  merely  as  teftimonies  of  the  pro- 
phet's divine  miffion,  but  likewife  as  tv/o  encou- 
raging inftances  of  God  Almighty's  bleffing  upon 
works  of  charity  and  benevolence. 

In  this  view  I  have  made  choice  of  this  piece  of 
facred  hiftory,  which  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  make  ufe 
of  as  the  ground- work  for  an  exhortation  to  cha- 
jity  in  general :  and^  that  it  may  may  better  an- 

fwer 


ZAREPHATH  CONSIDERED 


I    KINGS   XVII.  l6. 


6o 


SERMON  V. 


fwer  the  particular  purpofe  of  this  folemnity,  I  will 
endeavour  to  enlarge  upon  it  with  fuch  refleftions 
as,  I  truft  in  God,  will  excite  fome  fentiments  of 
compaflion,  which  may  be  profitable  to  fo  pious 
a  defign. 

Elijah  had  fled  from  two  dreadful  evils  ;  the  ap- 
proach of  a  famine,  and  the  perfecution  of  Ahab 
—  an  enraged  enemy :  and,  in  obedience  to  the 
command  of  God,  had  hid  himfelf  in  the  brook 
Cherith  that  is  before  Jordan.  In  this  fafe  and 
peaceful  folitude,  blelTed  with  daily  marks  of 
God's  providence,  the  holy  man  dwelt,  free  both 
from  the  cares  and  glories  of  the  world  :  by  mira- 
culous impuife,  "  the  ravens  brought  him  bread 

and  flelh  in  the  morning,  and  bread  and  flefh  in 
*^  the  evening  ;  and  he  drank  of  the  brook  'till 
by  continuance  of  drought  (the  windows  of  Hea« 
ven  being  Ihut  up  in  thofe  days  for  three  years  and 
fix  months,  which  was  the  natural  caufe  likewife 
of  the  famine)  it  came  to  pafs,  after  a  while,  that 
the  brook,  the  great  fountain  of  his  fupport,  dried 
up  ;  and  he  is  again  diredled,  by  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  where  to  betake  himfelf  for  fhelter.  He  is 
commanded  to  arife  and  go  to  Zarephath,  which 
belongeth  to  Zidon,  with  an  aflurance  that  he  had 
difpofed  the  heart  of  a  widow- woman  there  to  fuf- 
tain  him. 

The  prophet  follows  the  call  of  his  God  ;  the 
fame  hand  which  brought  him  to  the  gate  of  the 
city,  had  led  alfo  the  poor  widow  out  of  her  doors^ 
oppreffed  with  forrov/.  She  had  come  forth  upon 
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a  melancholy  errand,  to  make  preparation  to  eat 
her  laft  meal,  and  fhare  it  with  her  child. 

No  doubt,  (he  had  long  fenced  againft  this  tra- 
gical event  with  all  the  thrifty  management  which 
felf-prefervation  and  parental  love  could  infpire  j 
full,  no  doubt,  of  cares  and  many  tender  appre- 
henfions,  left  the  flender  ftock  fhould  fail  them 
before  the  return  of  plenty. 

But  as  flie  was  a  widow,  having  loft  the  only 
faithful  friend  who  would  beft  have  affifted  her  in 
this  virtuous  ftruggle,  the  prefent  neceffity  of  the 
times  at  length  overcamg  her,  and  flie  was  juft 
falling  down  an  eafy  prey  to  it,  when  Elijah  came 
to  the  place  where  flie  was.  —  "  And  he  called 
"  unto  her,  and  faid,  Fetch  me,  I  pray  thee,  a  little 
"  water  in  a  veffel,  that  I  may  drink.  And,  as  ftie 
"  was  going  to  fetch  it,  he  called  unto  her,  and 

faid.  Bring  me  I  pray  thee,  a  morfel  of  bread  in 
"  thine  hand.  And  flie  faid,  as  the  Lord  thy  God 
"  liveth,  I  have  not  a  cake,  but  a  handful  of  meal 
"  in  a  barrel,  and  a  little  oil  in  a  crufe  :  and  be- 

hold,  I  am  gathering  two  fticks,  that  I  may  go  in 
"  and  drefs  it  for  me  and  my  fon,  that  we  may  eat 

and  die.  And  Elijah  faid  unto  her.  Fear  not, 
"  but  go,  and  do  as  thou  haft  faid  ;  but  make  me 
"  thereof  a  little  cake  firft,  and  bring  it  unto  me  j 

and  after  make  for  thee  and  for  thy  fon.  For 
"  thus  faith  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  the  barrel  of 
"  meal  fliall  not  wafte,  neither  fliall  the  crufe  of 
"  oil  fail,  until  the  day  that  the  Lord  fendeth  rain 

upon  the  earth.'' 
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True  charity  is  always  unwilling  to  find  exciifes; 
—  elfe  here  was  a  fair  opportunity  of  pleading 
many :  fhe  might  have  infifted  over  again  upon 
her  fituation,  which  neceffarily  tied  up  her  hands  ; 
- —  (he  might  have  urged  the  unreafonablenefs  of 
the  requeft  ;  —  that  flie  was  reduced  to  the  loweft 
extremity  already,  and  that  it  was  contrary  to  juf- 
tice  and  the  firft  law  of  nature^  to  rob  herfelf  and 
child  of  their  lafl  morfel,  aiid  give  it  to  a  ftrangen 

But,  in  generous  fpirits,  compaffion  is  fometimes 
more  than  a  balance  for  felf-prefervation  ;  for,  as 
God  certainly  interwove  that  friendly  foftnefs  in 
our  nature  to  be  a  check  upon  too  great  a  pro- 
penfity  towards  felf-love, — fo  it  feemed  to  operate 
here.  — For  it  is  obfervable,  that,  though  the  pro- 
phet backed  his  requeft  with  the  promife  of  an 
immediate  recompenfe  in  multiplying  her  ftock, 

yet  it  is  not  evident  fhe  was  influenced  at  all  by 
that  temptation  ;  for,  if  fhe  had,  doubtlefs  it  muft 
have  wrought  fuch  a  mixture  of  felf-intereft  into 
the  motive  of  her  compliance,  as  muft  greatly  have 
allayed  the  merit  of  the  aftion.  But  this,  J  fay, 
does  not  appear,  but  rather  the  contrary,  from  the 
refleflion  fhe  makes  upon  the  whole,  in  the  laft 
verfe  of  the  chapter  :  "  Now,  by  this  I  know 

that  thou  art  a  man  of  God^  and  that  the  word 
"  of  the  Lord, in  thy  mouth  is  truth/' 

Befides,  as  fhe  was  an  inhabitant  of  Zarephath 
(or,  as  it  is  called  by  St.  Luke,  Sarepta,  fubjed  to 
Zidon,  the  metropolis  of  Phcsnicia,  without  the 
bounds  of  God's  people)  fhe  had  been  brought  up 
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in  grofs  darknefs  and  idolatry^  in  utter  ignorance 
of  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael :  or,  if  ihe  had  heard 
of  his  name^  which  is  all  that  feems  proba^ble,  fhe 
had  been  taught  to  difbelieve  the  mighty  wonders 
of  his  hand,  and  was  ftiil  lefs  likely  to  believe  his 
prophet. 

Moreover,  fhe  might  argue.  If  this  man,  by 
fome  fecret  myp:ery  of  his  own,  or  through  the 
power  of  his  God,  is  able  to  procure  fo  preterna- 
tural  a  fupply  for  me,  whence  comes  it  to  pafs 
that  he  now  ftands  in  want  hiniielf,  opprelTed  both 
with  hunger  and  third  ? 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  flie  muft  have  been, 
wrought  upon  by  an  mimixed  principle  of  huma* 
nity.  —  She  looked  upon  him  as  a  fellow-partner^ 
almoft  in  the  fame  affliftion  with  herfelf ;  —  flie 
confidered  he  had  come  a  weary  pilgrimage,  in  a 
fultry  climate,  through  an  exhauiled  country.^ 
where  neither  bread  nor  water  were  to  be  had  but 
by  ads  of  liberality  ;  —  that  he  had  come  too  an  v 
unknown  traveller  ;  and,  as  a  hard  heart  never 
v/ants  a  pretence,  that  this  circuinftance,  which 
fliould  rather  have  befriended,  might  have  helped 
to  opprefs  him,  —  She  confidered,  for  chai'ity  h 
ever  fruitful  in  kind  reafons,  that  he  was  now  far 
from  his  own  country,  and  had  ftrayed  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  tender  offices  of  fome  one  who  af- 
fectionately mourned  his  abfence ;  —  her  heart 
was  touched  with  pity ;  —  fhe  turned  in  filence^ 
and  "  went  and  did  according  as  he  had  faid.  And 

behold,  both  fhe,  and  he^  and  her  houfe,  did  eat 
5  many 
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many  days ;  or,  as  in  the  margin,  one  whole 
year.  "  And  the  barrel  of  meal  wafted  not,  nei* 
^'  ther  did  the  crufe  of  oil  fail,  until  the  day  that 
"  God  fent  rain  upon  the  earth.** 

Though  it  may  not  feem  neceflary  to  raife  con- 
jedlures  here  upon  this  event,  yet  it  is  natural  to 
fuppofe,  the  danger  of  the  famine  being  thus  un« 
expededly  got  over,  that  the  mother  began  to  look 
hopefully  forwards  upon  the  reft  of  her  day^. 
There  were  many  widows  in  Ifrael  at  that  timej 
when  the  Heavens-  were  fhut  up  for  three  years 
and  fix  months,  yet,  as  St.  Luke  obferves,  "  to 
"  none  of  them  was  the  prophet  fent,  fave  to  the 

widow  of  Sarepta.*'  In  all  likelihood,  fhe  would 
not  be  the  laft  in  making  the  fame  obfervation,  and 
drawing  from  it  fome  flattering  conclufion  in  fa- 
vour of  her  fon.  —  Many  a  parent  would  build 
high  upon  a  worfe  foundation.  — '  Since  the  God 
^  of  Ifrael  has  thus  fent  his  own  meffenger  to  us  in 
'  our  diftrefs,  to  pafs  by  fo  many  houfes  of  his  own 
'  people,  and  ftop  at  mine,  to  fave  it  in  fo  mira- 
'  culous  a  manner  from  deftruftion,  doubtlefs, 
'  this  is  but  an  earneft  of  his  future  kind  intentions 
^  to  us  :  at  leaft  his  goodnefs  has  decreed  to  com- 
'  fort  my  old  age  by  the  long  life  and  health  of  my 
'  fon  :  —  but,  perhaps,  he  has  fomething  greater 
'  ftill  in  ftore  for  him ;  and  I  fhall  live  to  fee  the 
'  fame  hand  hereafter  crown  his  head  with  glory 
*  and  honour.*  We  may  naturally  fuppofe  her  in- 
nocently carried  away  with  fuch  thoughts,  when 
Ihe  is  called  back  by  an  unexpefted  diftemper^ 

which 
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which  furprifes  her  fon,  and  in  one  moment^, 
brings  down  all  her  hopes ;  — -  "  for  his  fick- 
"  nefs  was  fo  fore,  that  there  v/as  no  breath 

"  left  in  him/'.  . 

The  expoftulations  of  immoderate  grief  are 
feldom  juft.      For,  though  Elijah  had  already 
preferved  her  fon,  as  well  as  herfelf,  from  imme- 
diate deaths  and  was  the  laft  caufe  to  be  fufpaflied 
of  fo  fad  an  accident,  yet  the  paffionate  mother, 
in  the  firft  tranfport,  challenges  him  as  the  author 
of  her  misfortune  ;  —  as  if  he  had  brought  dov/n 
forrow  upon  a  houfe  which  had  fo  hofpltably 
Iheltered  him*  The  prophet  was  too  full  of  com- 
pafTion  to  make  reply  to  fo  unkind  an  accufation. 
He  takes  the  dead  child  "  out  of  his  mother's  bo- 
fom,  and  laid  him  upon  his  own  bed ;  and  he 
cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  faid,  O  Lord  my  God^. 
haft  thou  brought  evil  upon  the  widow  with 
whom  I  fojourn,  by  flaying  her  fon  ?     -™  '  Is 
^  this  the  reward  of  all  her  charity  and  goodnefs  ? 

*  Thou  haft  before  this  robbed  her  of  the  dear 
^  partner  of  all  her  joys  and  all  her  cares ;  and 
^  now  that  flie  is  a  widow,  and  has  moft  reafon  to 
^  expert  thy  proteSion^  behold  thou  haft  with* 

*  drawn  her  laft  prop  ;  thou  haft  taken  away  her 

*  child,  the  only  ftay  ftie  had  to  reft  on/  —  "  And 

Elijah  cried  unto  God,  and  faid,  O  Lord  my 
"  God,  I  pray  thee  let  this  child's  foul  come  into 
him  again." 

The  prayer  was  urgent,  and  befpoke  the  diftrefs 
of  a  humane  mind  deeply  ftiffering  in  the  misfor- 
VOL,  F  tunes 
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tunes  of  another ;  —  moreover,  his  heart  was  reni 
with  other  paflions.  —  He  was  zealous  for  the 
name  and  honour  of  his  God,  and  thought  not 
only  his  omnipotence,  but  his  glorious  attribute 
of  mercy  concerned  in  the  event :  for  O  !  with 
what  triumph  would  the  prophets  of  Baal  retort 
his  own  hitter  taunt,  and  fay,  "  his  God  was  either 
"  talking,  or  he  was  purfuing,  or  was  in  a  jour- 
"  ney ;  or,  peradventure,  he  flept  and  fliould 
"  have  been  awaked  I "  —  He  was  moreover  in- 
volved in  the  fuccefs  of  his  prayer  himfelf :  — 
honeft  minds  are  moft  hurt  by  fcandal ;  —  and  he 
was  afraid  left  fo  foul  a  one,  fo  unworthy  of  his 
character,  might  arife  among  the  heathen,  who 
would  report  with  pleafure,  ^  Lo  !  the  widow  of 
'  Zarephath  took  the  meffenger  of  the  God  of  If- 
^  r^el  under  her  roof,  and  kindly  entertained  him^ 
^  and  fee  how  (he  is  rewarded  !  furely  the  prophet 

*  wais  ungrateful ;  he  wanted  power,  or,  what  is 

*  worfe,  he  wanted  pity/ 

Befides  all  this,  he  pleaded  not  only  the  caufe  of 
the  widow,  —  it  was  the  caufe  of  charity  itfelf 
which  had  received  a  deep  wound  already,  and 
would  fulfer  ftili  more,  ftould  God  deny  it  this 
teftimony  of  his  favour.  "  So  the  Lord  hearkened 

unto  the  voice  of  Elijah ;  and  the  foul  of  the 
"  child  came  into  him  again,  and  he  revived. 
"  And  Elijah  took  the  child,  and  brought  him 
"  down  out  of  the  chamber  into  the  houfe,  and 
"  delivered  him  unto  his  mother  ;  and  Elijah  faid,^ 

See  thy  fon  liveth/' 

It 
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It  would  be  a  pieafure  to  a  good  mind  to  ftop 
here  a  moment,  and  figure  to  itfelf  the  pifture  of 
fo  joyful  an  event ♦  —  To  behold,  on  one  hand,, 
the  raptures  of  the  parent,  overcome  with  furprife 
and  gratitude,  and  imagine  how  a  fudden  ftroke  of 
fuch  impetuous  joy  muft  operate  on  a  defpairing 
countenance,  long  accuftomed  to  fadnefs !  —  To 
conceive,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  piece^  the  holy 
man  approaching  with  the  child  in  his  arms,  — 
full  of  honeft  triumph  in  his  looks,  but  fweetened 
with  all  the  kind  fympathy  which  a  gentle  nature 
could  overflow  with  upon  fo  happy  an  event !  It  is 
a  fubjeft  one  might  recommend  to  the  pencil  of  a 
great  genius,  and  would  even  afford  matter  for 
defcription  here,  but  that  it  would  lead  us  too  far 
from  the  particular  purpofe  for  which  I  have  en- 
larged upon  thus  much  of  the  ftory  already  ;  the 
chief  defign  of  which  is  to  illuftrate,  by  a  faft,  what 
is  evident  both  in  reafon  and  fcripture,  that  a  cha- 
ritable and  good  action  is  feldom  caft  away ;  but 
that,  even  in  this  life,  it  is  more  than  probable,  that 
what  is  fo  fcattered  fhall  be  gathered  again  with 
increafe.    "  Caft  thy  bread  upon  the  waters,  and 
"  thou  (halt  find  it  after  many  days.   Be  as  a  fa- 
"  ther  unto  the  fatherlefs,  and  inftead  of  an  huf- 
band  unto  their  mother,  fo  fhalt  thou  be  as  a  fon 
"  of  the  Moft  High,  and  he  will  love  thee  more 
"  than  thy  mother  doth.    Be  mindful  of  good 
^'  turns,  for  thou  knoweft  not  what  evil  fliall  come 
upon  the  earth ;  and  when  thou  falleft,  thou 
fhalt  find  a  ftay^   It  fhall  preferve  thee  from  all 
2  "  afflidion, 
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aiTiiclion,  and  fight  for  thee  againfl  thy  enemie5^ 
^'  better  than  a  mighty  Ihield  and  a  ftrong  fpear/^ 

The  great  inftabiUty  of  temporal  affairs,  and 
eonftant  fluctuation  of  every  thing  in  this  world, 
afford  perpetual  occafions  of  taking  refuge  in  fuch 
a  fecurity. 

What  by  fuccefTive  misfortunes,  —  by  failing! 
and  crofs  accidents  in  trade,  —  by  mifcarriage  of 
projects :  —  what  by  unfuitable  expences  of  pa- 
rents,  extravagances  of  children,  and  the  many 
other  fecret  ways  whereby  riches  make  themfelves 
wings  and  fly  away,  - —  fo  many  furpriiing  revo- 
lutions do  every  day  happen  in  families,  that  it  may 
not  feem  ftrange  to  fay,  that  the  pofterity  of  fome 
of  the  moflliberal  contributors  here,  in  the  changes 
which  one  century  may  produce,  may  poffibly  find 
fhelter  under  this  very  plant  which  now  they  fo 
kindly  water. 

Nay,  fo  quickly  fometimes  has  the  wheel  turned 
round,  that  many  a  man  may  live  to  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  that  charity  which  his  own  piety  pro- 
jeded,- 

But  befides  tliis,.  and  exclufive  of  the  right 
which  God's  promife  gives  to  proteflion  hereaf»- 
ter,  charity  and  benevolence,  in  the  ordinary 
chain  of  effects,  have  a  natural  and  more  imme- 
diate tendency  in  them.feives  to  refcue  a  man  from 
the  accidents  of  the  v/orid,  by  foftening  the  hearts'^ 
and  winning  every  man's  wifhes  to  its  intereft. 
When  a  compaflionate  man  fails,  who  would  not 
pity  him  ?  who,  that  had  power  to  do  it,  would 

not 
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pot  befriend  and  raife  him  up  ?  or,  could  the  mofl 
barbarous  temper  offer  an  infuit  to  his  diftrefs 
without  pain  and  reluftance  ?  fo  that  it  is  almoft 
a  wonder  that  covetoufnefs^  even  in  fpite  of  itfelf, 
does  not  fometimes  argue  a  man  into  charity, 
by  its  own  principle  of  looking  forwards,  and  the 
firm  expe<9:ation  it  would  delight  in  of  receiving 
its  own  .again  with  ufury.  — ■  So  evident  is  it,  in 
the  courfe  of  God's  providence,  and  the  natural 
ftream  of  things,  that  a  good  office,  one  time  or 
other,  generally  meets  with  a  reward.  Ge- 
nerally, did  I  fay  ? — how  can  it  ever  fail  ?  ~  w^hen, 
befides  -ail  this,  fo  large  a  fliare  of  the  recompenfe 
is  fo  infeparable,  even  from  the  a£tion  itfelf.  Alk 
the  man  who  has  a  tear  of  tendernefs  always  ready 
to  filed  over  the  unfortunate ;  Vv^ho,  withal,  is 
ready  to  diftribute  and  williag  to  communicate, 
afk  him,  if  the  beft  things  which  wits  have  faid  of 
pleafure,  have  expreffed  what  he  has  felt,  when, 
by  a  feafonable  kindnefs,  he  has  "  made  the  heart 
"  of  the  widow  fing  for  joy.''  Mark  then  the  ex- 
preffions  of  unutterable  pleafure  and  harmony  in 
his  looks,  and  fay,  whether  Solomon  has  not  fixed 
the  point  of  true  enjoyment  in  the  right  place^ 
v/hen  he  declares,  '  that  he  knew  no  good  there 
^  was  in  any  of  the  riches  or  honours  of  this  world, 
^  but  for  a  man  to  do  good  with  them  in  his  life.^ 
Nor  was  it  wdthout  reafon  he  had  made  this  judg^. 
ment.  —  Doubtlefs,  he  had  found  and  feen  the  in- 
fufficiency  of  all  fenfual  pleafures ;  how  unable 
to  furnifli  either  a  rational  or  a  lafting  fcheme  of 
happinefs  !  how  foon  the  bell  of  them  vanifhed ! 

F  3  the 
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the  lefs  exceptionable  in  vanity,  but  the  guilty  both 

in  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit."  But  that  this 
was  of  fo  pure  and  refined  a  nature,  it  burned 
without  confuming  :  it  was  figuratively  the  wi- 
^'  dow's  barrel  of  meal,  which  wafted  not,  —  and 

crufe  of  oil,  which  never  failed/* 

It  is  not  an  eafy  matter  to  add  weight  to  the 
teftimony  of  the  wifeji  man^  upon  the  pleafure  of 
doing  good ;  or  elfe  the  evidence  of  the  philofo* 
pher  Epicurus  is  very  remarkable, —  whofe  word 
in  this  matter  is  the  more  to  be  trufted,  becaufe  a 
profeffed  fenfualift ;  who  amidft  all  the  delicacies 
and  improvements  of  pleafure  which  a  luxuriant 
fancy  might  ftrike  out,  ftill  maintained,  that  the 
beft  way  of  enlarging  human  happinefs  was,  by  a 
communication  of  it  to  others. 

iind  if  it  was  neceflary  here,  or  there  was  time 
to  refine  upon  this  doctrine,  one  might  farther 
maintain,  exclufive  of  the  happinefs  which  the 
mind  itfelf  feels  in  the  exercife  of  this  virtue,  that 
the  very  body  of  man  is  never  in  a  better  ftate 
than  when  he  is  moft  inclined  to  do  good  offices  : 
—  that  as  nothing  more  contributes  to  health  than 
a  benevolence  of  temper,  fo  nothing  generally  is 
a  ftronger  indication  of  it. 

And  what  feems  to  confirm  this  opinion  is,  an 
obfervation,  the  truth  of  which  muft  be  fubmitted 
to  every  one's  refleftion ;  —  namely,  That  a  dif- 
inclination  and  backwardnefs  to  do  good,  is  often 
attended,  if  not  produced,  by  an  indifpofition  of 
the  animal  as  well  as  rational  part  of  us  :  — fo  na- 
turally do  the  foul  and  body,  as  in  pther  cafes  fa 

iu 


SERMON  V.  yx 

in  this^  mutually  befriend  or  prey  upon  each  other. 
And,  indeed,  fetting  afide  all  abftrufer  reafoning 
upon  the  point,  I  cannot  conceive  but  that  the  very 
mechanical  motions  which  maintain  life,  mull:  be 
performed  with  more  equal  vigour  and  freedom 
in  that  man  whom  a  great  and  good  foul  perpetu- 
ally inclines  to  Ihew  mercy  to  the  miferable,  than 
they  can  be  in  a  poor,  fordid,  felfifli  wretch,  whofe 
littie  contrafted  heart  melts  at  no  man's  afflidion, 
—  but  fits  brooding  fo  intently  over  its  own  plots 
and  concerns,  as  to  fee  and  feel  nothing  ;  and,  in 
truth,  enjoy  nothing  beyond  himfelf :  and  of  whom 
one  may  fay  what  that  great  mafter  of  nature  has, 
fpeaking  of  a  natural  fenfe  of  harmony,  which  I 
chink  with  more  juftice  may  be  faid  of  Compaf- 
fion,  that  the  man  who  had  it  not,  > 

—  Was  fit  for  treafons,  ftratagems,  and  fpoils. 

The  motions  of  his  fpirits  are  dull  as  nightj, 

And  his  afFedlions  dark  as  Erebus  ! 
  Let  no  fuch  man  be  trufted,  — — 


What  Divines  fay  of  the  mind,  Naturalifts 
have  obferved  of  the  body  ;  that  there  is  no  paf- 
fion  fo  natural  to  it  as  love,  —  which  is  the  prin- 
ciple of  doing  good ;  —  and  though  inftances 
like  this  juft  mentioned,  feem  far  from  being 
proofs  of  it,  yet  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that 
every  hard-hearted  man  has  felt  much  inward  op- 
pofition  before  he  could  prevail  upon  himfelf  to  do 
aught  to  fix  and  deferve  the  character :  and  that 
what  we  fay  of  long  habits  of  vice,  that  they  are 
F  4  hard 
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hard  to  be  fubdued,  may^  with  equai  truth,  be 
faid  concerning  the  natural  impreffions  of  bene* 
volence^  —  That  a  man  muft  do  much  violence 
to  himlelf^  and  fufFer  many  a  painful  ftruggle,  be- 
fore he  can  tear  av/ay  fo  great  and  noble  a  part  of 
his  nature,  —  Of  this,  antiquity  has  preferved  a 
beautiful  inftance  in  an  anecdote  of  Alexander, 
•the  tyrant  of  Pheres,  who,  though  he  had  fo  in* 
duftrioufly  hardened  his  heart  as  to  feem  to  take 
delight  in  cruelty,  infomuch  as  to  murder  many 
of  his  fubjedts  every  day,  without  caufe  and  with- 
out pity,  —  yet,  at  the  bare  reprefentation  of  a 
tragedy  which  related  the  misfortunes  of  Hecuba 
and  Andromache,  he  was  fo  touched  with  the  fic- 
titious diftrefs  which  the  poet  had  wrought  up  in 
it,  that  he  burft  out  into  a  flood  of  tears.  ~  The 
exphcation  of  which  inconfiftency  is  eafy,  and  cafts 
as  great  a  luftre  upon  human  nature,  as  the  man 
himfelf  was  a  difgrace  to  it.  The  cafe  feexns  to 
have  been  this  :  —  In  real  hfe  he  had  been  blinded 
with  paffions,  and  thoughtlefsly  hurried  on  by  in- 
tereft  or  ref:ntment ;  —  but  here,  there  was  no 
room  for  motives  of  that  kind  ;  fo  that  his  atten- 
tion being  firft  caught  hpldi  of,  and  all  his  vices  laid 
afleep,  —  then  Nature  av/oke  in  triumph^  and 
fliewed  how  deeply  flie  had  fown  the  feeds  of 
Gonipaffion  in  every  man's  breaft  ;  Vv  hen  tyrants^ 
with  vices  the  mofl  at  enmity  with  it,  were  not 
able  entirely  to  root  it  out ! 

But  this  is  painting  an  amuable  virtue,  and  fet* 
ting  her  off  with  fliades  that  wickednefs  lends  us  : 

•  10         .  when 
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when  one  might  fafely  truft  to  the  force  of  her 
own  natural  charms,  and  alk.  Whether  any  thing 
under  Heaven,  in  its  own  nature,  is  more  lovely 
and  engaging  ?  —  To  ill uft rate  this  the  more, 
let  us  turn  our  thoughts  within  ourfelves,  and  for 
a  moment  let  any  number  of  us  here  imagine 
ourfelves  at  this  inftant  engaged  in  drawing  the 
moft  perfefl:  and  amiable  character,  fuch  as,  ac- 
cording to  our  conceptions  of  the  Deity,  we 
fhould  think  moft  acceptable  to  him,  and  moft 
likely  to  be  univerfally  admired  by  all  mankind, 
—  I  appeal  to  your  own  thoughts,  whether  the 
firft  idea  which  offered  itfelf  to  moft  of  our  ima- 
ginations, would  not  be  that  of  a  companionate 
benefactor,  ftretching  forth  his  hands  to  raife  up 
the  helplefs  orphan  ?  Whatever  other  virtues  we 
fiiould  give  our  hero,  we  fhould  all  agree  in  mak^ 
ing  him  a  generous  friend,  who  thought  the  oppor-^ 
tunities  of  doing  good  to  be  the  only  charm  of  his 
profperity  :  we  fliould  paint  him  like  the  Pfalmift's 
river  of  God overflowing  the  thirfty  parts 
of  the  earth,  that  he  might  enrich  them,  carrying 
plenty  and  gladnefs  along  with  him.  If  this  was 
not  fufficient,  and  we  were  ftill  defirous  of  adding 
a  farther  degree  of  perfection  to  fo  great  a  cha« 
rader,  we  fhould  endeavour  to  think  of  fome  one^ 
if  human  nature  could  furnifh  fuch  a  pattern, 
who,  if  occafion  required,  was  willing  to  uur 
dergo  ail  kinds  of  afflidion,  —  to  facrifice  hini- 
felf,  —  to  forget  his  deareft  interefts,  and  even 
lay  dov/n  his  life  for  the  good  of  mankind !  — 

And 
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And  here,  —  O  merciful  Saviour !  how  would 
the  bright  original  of  thy  unbounded  goodnefs 
break  in  upon  our  hearts ;    "  Thou  who  became 

eft  poor,  that  we  might  be  rich !  —  though 
Lord  of  all  this  world,  yet  "  haft  not  where  to 

lay  thy  head  1 "  —  and  though  equal  in  power 
and  glory  to  the  great  God  of  Nature,  "  yet 

madeft  thyfelf  of  no  reputation,  tookeft  upon 

thee  the  form  of  a  fervant !  ~  fubmitting 
thyfelf,  without  opening  thy  mouth,  to  all  the 
indignities  which  a  thanklefs  and  undifcerning 
people  could  offer  !  and,  at  length,  to  accomplifh 
our  falvation,  becameft  obedient  unto  death,'* 
fuffering  thyfelf,  as  on  this  day  ^5  "  to  be  led  like 

a  lamb  to  the  flaughter ! 

The  confideration  of  this  ftupendous  inftance 
of  compaffion  in  the  Son  of  God,  is  the  moft 
unanfwerable  appeal  that  can  be  made  to  the 
heart  of  man,  for  the  reafonablenefs  of  it  in  him- 
felf :  —  it  is  the  great  argument  which  the  Apof- 
ties  ufe  in  almoft  all  their  exhortations  to  good 
works :  —  "  Beloved,  if  Chrift  fo  loved  us,'*  — 
the  inference  is  unavoidable  ;  and  gives  ftrength 
and  beauty  to  every  thing  elfe  which  can  be  urged 
upon  the  fubjed:.  And,  therefore,  I  have  re- 
served it  for  my  laft  and  warmeft  appeal,  with 
which  I  would  gladly  finifti  this  difcourfe,  that  at 
leaft  for  their  fakes  for  whom  it  is  preached,  we 
might  be  left  to  the  full  impreflion  of  fo  exalted 

*  Pleached  on  GoocJ  Friday. 
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and  fo  feafonable  a  motive,  —  That  by  refleaing 
upon  the  infinite  labour  of  this  day's  love,  in  the 
inflance  of  Chrift's  death,  v^e  may  confider  what 
an  immenfe  debt  we  owe  to  each  other  ;  and  by 
calling  to  mind  the  amiable  pattern  of  his  life,  in 
doing  good,  —  we  might  learn  in  what  manner 
we  may  beft  difcharge  it. 

And,  indeed,  of  all  the  methods  in  which  a 
good  mind  would  be  willing  to  do  it,  I  believe 
^ere  can  be  none  more  beneficial,  or  compre- 
tienfive  in  its  effefts,  than  that  for  which  we  are 
met  here  together ;  —  the  proper  education  of 
poor  children  being  the  ground-work  of  almoft: 
every  other  kind  of  charity,  as  that  wliich  makes 
every  other  fubfequent  aft  of  it  anfwer  the  pious 
expectation  of  the  given 

Without  this  foundation  firfl  laid,  how  much 
Jk:indnefs  in  the  progrefs  of  a  benevolent  man's 
life  is  unavoidably  caft  away !  and  fometimes 
where  it  is  as  fenfelefs  as  the  expofing  a  tender 
plant  to  all  the  inclemencies  of  a  cruel  feafon,  and 
then  going  with  forrow  to  t^ke  it  in,  when  the 
root  is  already  dead.  I  faid,  therefore,  this  wa^ 
the  foundation  of  almoft  every  kind  of  charity ; 
—  and  might  one  not  have  added,  of  all  policy 
too  ?  fince  the  many  ill  confequences  which  at, 
tend  the  want  of  it,  though  grieyoufly  felt  by  the 
parties  themfelves,  are  no  lefs  fo  by  the  commu* 
pity  of  which  they  are  members  ;  and,  moreover, 
pf  all  mifchiefs,  feem  the  hardeft  to  be  redrefTed, 
^  i^nfomuch,  that  when  one  confiders  the  dif- 

loyal 
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loyal  feduciions  of  popery  on  one  hand^  and^ 
on  the  other,  that  no  bad  man,  whatever  he  pro- 
fefles,  can  be  a  good  fubjed,  one  may  venture  to 
fay,  it  had  been  cheaper  and  better  for  the  nation 
to  have  borne  the  expence  of  inftilling  found  prin- 
ciples and  good  morals  into  the  negledted  children 
of  the  lower  fort,  efpecially  in  fome  parts  of  Great 
Britain,  than  to  be  obliged,  fo '  often  as  we  have 
been  within  thic  laft  century,  to  rife  up  and  arn^ 
ourfelves  againft  the  rebellious  elFecls  v/hich  the 
want  of  them  has  brought  down  even  to  our 
doors.  And,  in  fact,  if  we  are  to  truft  to  anti- 
quity, the  truth  of  which  in  this  cafe  we  have  no 
reafon  to  difpute,  this  matter  has  been  looked 
upon  of  fuch  vaft  importance  to  the  civil  happi^ 
nels  and  peace  of  a  people,  that  fome  common^* 
wealths,  the  moft  eminent  for  political  wifdom^ 
have  chofe  to  make  a  public  concern  of  it ; 
thinking  it  much  fafer  to  be  entrufled  to  the  pru^^ 
dence  of  the  magiftrate,  than  to  the  miftaken  ten- 
ternefs,  or  natural  partiality  of  the  parent. 

It  was  confiftent  with  this,  and  befpoke  a  very 
refined  fenfe  of  policy  in  the  Lacedaemonians 
(though  by  the  way,  I  believe,  different  from 
what  more  modern  politics  would  have  directed 
in  like  circumftances),  when  Antipater  demanded 
of  them  fifty  children,  as  hoftages  for  the  fecurity 
of  a  diftant  engagement,  they  made  this  brave  and 
wife  anfwer :  ^  They  would  not,  —  they  could 
^  not  confent :  —  they  would  rather  give  him 
^  double  the  number  of  their  beft  grown-up 
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^  men.^  ~  Intimating,  that,  however  they  were 
diftreffed,  they  would  chufe  any  inconvenience 
rather  than  fufFer  the  lofs  of  th^ir  country's  edu- 
(Nation  ;  and  the  opportunity  (which  if  once  loft 
can  never  be  regamed)  of  giving  their  youth  an 
early  tinfture  of  rehgion,  and  bringing,  them  up 
to  a  love  of  induftry,  and  a  love  of  the  laws  and 
€onftitution  of  their  couiitry,.   If  this  Ihews  the 
great  importance  of  a  proper  education  to  child- 
ren of  all  ranks  and  conditions,  what  fliall  we  fay 
th^n  of  thofe  whom  the  providence  of  God  has 
placed  in  the  very  loweft  lot  of  life,  utterly  caifc 
out  of  the  way  of  knowledge,  without  a  parent^ 
—  fometimeS'  may  be  Vvithout  a  friend  to  guide 
and  inftru^l  them,  but  what  common  pity  and  the 
neceffity  of  their  fad  fituation  engage  :  ~  where 
the  dangers  v/hich  furround  them  on  every  fide 
are  fo  great  and  many,  that  for  one  fortunate 
paiTenger  in  life,  who  makes  his  way  well  in  the 
world  v;ith  fuch  early  difadvantages,  and  io  dif- 
mal  a  fetting  out,  we  may  reckon  thoufands  who^ 
every  day  fufter  (hipwreck,  and  are  lofl  for  ever. 

If  there  is  a  cafe  under  Heaven  which  calls  out 
aldud  for  the  more  immediate  exercife  of  conipaf- 
fion,  and  which  may  be  locked  upon  as  the  com- 
pendium of  all  charity,  furely  it  is  this  y  and  I  am 
perfuaded  there  would  want  nothing  more  to  con- 
vince the  greateft  enemy  to  thefe  kinds  of  chari- 
ties that  it  is  fo,  but  a  bare  opportunity  of  taking 
a  nearer  view  of  fome  of  the  more  diftrefsful  ob- 
jects o-f  it. 

Let 
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Let  him  go  into  the  dwellings  of  the  unfortu-' 
nate  ;  into  fome  mournful  cottage,  where  poverty^ 
and  aiBiftion  reign  together.  There  let  him  be- 
hold the  difconfolate  widow,  —  fitting,  —  fteeped 
in  tears ;  —  thus  forrowing  over  the  infant  {he 
knows  not  how  to  fuccour :       '  O  my  child  ! 

*  thou  art  now  left  expofed  to  a  wide  and  vicious 

*  world,  too  full  of  fnares  and  temptations  for 
^  thy  tender  and  unpraftifed  age  ;  '  —  Perhaps 
a  parent's  love  may  magnify  thofe  dangers :  — • 

*  But  when  I  confider  thou  art  driven  out  naked 
^  into  the  midft  of  them,  without  friends,  without 

*  fortune,  without  inllruction,  my  heart  bleeds 
^  before-hand  for  the  evils  which  may  come  upon 

*  thee  !  God,  in  whom  we  trufted,  is  witnefs,  fo 
^  low  had  his  providence  placed  us,  that  we  never 
^  indulged  one  wifh  to  have  made  thee  rich  : 

^  virtuous  v/e  w^ouid  have  made  thee  ;  —  for  thy 

*  father,  my  hufbandj  ivas  a  good  man^  and  feared 
^  the  Lord ;  —  and  though  all  the  fruits  of  his 

*  care  and  induftry  were  little  enough  for  our 

*  fupport,  yet  he  honeftly  had  determined  to  have 

*  fpared  fome  portion  of  it,  fcanty  as  it  was,  to 

*  have  placed  thee  fafely  in  the  way  of  knowledge 
^  and  inflrudion.  —  But^  alas  !  he  is  gone  from 
^  us,  never  to  return  more ;  and  with  him  are 
^  fled  the  means  of  doing  it.    For,  Behold  the 

*  creditor  h  come  iipon  iis^  to  take  all  that  we 
^  have.'  ~  Grief  is  eloquent,  and  will  not  eafily 
be  imitated.  —  But  let  the  man  who  is  the  leafl 
friend  to  diilreffes  of  this  nature,  conceive  fome 

1 2  4difconfolate 


SERMON  V. 


difconfolate  widow  uttering  her  complaint,  even 
in  this  manner,  and  then  let  him  confider,  "  if 
"  there  is  any  forrow  like  this  forrow,  wherewith 

the  Lord  has  afflifted  her  ?  ^'  or  whether  there 
can  be  any  charity  like  that  of  taking  "  the  child 
out  of  the  mother's  bofom,'*  and  refcuing  her 
from  thefe  apprehenfions  ?  Should  a  Heathen,  a 
flranger  to  our  holy  religion  and  the  love  it 
teaches,  fliould  he,  ^'  as  he  journeyed,  come  to 

the  place  where  foe  lay^  when  he  faw,  w^ould  he 
"  not  have  compaflion  on  her  ?  God  forbid  a 
Chriftian  fhould  this  day  want  it !  or  at  any  time 
look  upon  fuch  a  diftrefs,  ^'  and  pafs  by  on  the 

other  fide/' 

Rather,  let  him  do  as  his  Saviour  taught  him^ 
bind  up  the  wounds,  and  pour  iiomfort 
into  the  heart  of  one  whom  the  hand  of  God  has 
fo  bruifed.  Let  him  praclife  what  it  is,  with 
Elijah's  tranfport,  to  fay  to  the  afflicted  widow^^ 
—  "  See,  thy  fon  liveth !  "  liveth  by  my  cha- 
rity, and  the  bounty  of  this  hour,  to  all  the  pur- 
pofes  which  make  life  defirable,  —  to  be  made  a 
good  man  and  a  profitable  fubje£t  :  —  On  one 
hand,  to  be  trained  up  to  fuch  a  fenfe  of  his 
duty,  as  may  fecure  him  an  intereft  in  the  world 
to  come  ;  ~  and,  with  regard  to  this  world,  to 
be  fo  brought  up  in  it  to  a  love  of  honeft  labour 
and  induftry,  as  all  his  life  long  to  earn  and  eat 
his  bread  v^ith  joy  and  thankfulnefs.. 

*  Much  peace  and  happinefs  reft  upon  the 
head  and  heart  of  every  one  who  thus^brings 
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^  children  to  Chrift  !  —  May  the  bleffing  of  him 
*  that  was  ready  to  perifli,  come  feafonably  upon 
^  him !  —  The  Lord  comfort  him  when  he  mofi' 
^  wants  it !  When  he  Hes  fick  upon  his  bed, 
^  make  thou,  O  God  !  all  his  bed  in  Ijis  ficknefs  ! 
^  and  for  what  he  now  fcatters,  give  him  then, 
^  that  peace  of  thine  which  paffeth  all  underftand- 
^  ingj  and  which  nothing  in  this  world  can  either 
^  give  or  take  away !  Amen, 
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PHARISEE  AND  PUBLICAN  IN  THE  TEMPLE* 

LUKE  XVI II.  14.  firflpart. 

I  tell  you,  this  man  went  down  to  his  houfejuftified,  rather 
,  than  the  other. 

THESE  words  are  the  judgment  which  our 
Saviour  has  left  upon  the  behaviour  and  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  merit  in  the  two  men,  the 
Pharifee  and  Publican,  whom  he  reprefents,  in 
the  foregoing  parable^  as  going  up  into  the  temple 
to  pray.  In  what  manner  they  difcharged  this 
great  and  folemn  duty,  will  beft  be  feen  from  a 
confideration  of  the  prayer  which  each  is  faid  to 
have  addreffed  to  God  upon  the  occafion. 

The  Pharifee,  inftead  of  an  a£l  of  humiliation  in 
that  awful  prefence  before  which  he  ftood,  —  with 
an  air  of  triumph  and  felf-fufficiency,  thanks  God 
that  he  had  not  made  him  like  others  ;  —  extor- 
tioners, adulterers,  unjuft,  or  even  as  this  publi- 
can. —  The  publican  is  reprefented  as  {landing 
afar  off,  and  with  a  heart  touched  with  humility 
from  a  juft  fenfe  of  his  own  unworthinefs,  is  faid 
only  to  have  fmote  upon  his  breaft,  faying, —  God 
be  merciful  to  me  a  fmner !  —  I  tell  you,  adds  out 
VOL.  m.  G  Saviour^ 
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Saviour,  this  man  went  down  to  his  houfe  juilifi- 
ed,  rather  than  the  other. 

Though  the  juftice  of  this  determination  ftrikes 
every  one  at  finl:  fight,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
enter  into  a  more  particular  examination  of  the 
evidence  and  reafons  upon  which  it  might  be 
founded,  not  only  becaufe  it  may  place  the  equity 
of  this  decifion  in  favour  of  the  publican  in  a 
fhrongerlight,  —  but  that  the  fubjeft  feems  likely 
to  lead  me  to  a  train  of  refleftions  not  unfuitable 
to  the  folemnity  of  the  feafon 

The  Pharifee  was  one  of  that  feci,  who,  in  our 
Saviour's  time,  what  by  the  auflerity  of  their 
lives,  —  their  public  alms-deeds,  —  and  greater 
pretences  to  piety  than  other  men,  had  gradually 
wrought  themfelves  into  much  credit  and  reputa- 
tion with  the  people  :  and,  indeed,  as  the  bulk  of 
thefe  are  eafily  caught  with  appearances,  their 
character  feems  to  have  been  admirably  well 
fuited  to  fuch  apurpofe.  — If  you  looked  no  far- 
ther than  the  outward  part  of  it,  you  would  think 
it  made  up  of  all  goodnefs  and  perfection  ;  an  un- 
common fan^ity  of  life,  guarded  by  great  deco- 
rum and  feverity  of  manners,  —  profufe  and 
frequent  charities  to  the  poor, — ^^many  afts  of 
religion,  ^ —  much  obfervance  of  the  law,  —  much 
abftinence,  —  much  prayer. 

It  is  painful  to  fufpedl  the  appearance  of  fo 
much  good ;  —  and  would  have  been  fo  here, 
had  not  our  blelTed  Saviour  left  us  their  real 

*  Preached  in  Lent- 
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cba^ader  upon  record,  and  drawn  up  by  himfelf 
in  one  v,o  dp  —  That  the  feft  were  hke  whitened 
fepulchres,  all  fair  and  beautiful  without 3  and 
enriched  there  with  whatever  could  attract  the 
eye  of  the  beholder  ;  but,  when  fearched  within- 
fi.  le,  were  full  of  corruption,  and  of  whatever 
could  Ihock  and  difgufl  the  fearcher.    So  that, 
with  all  their  affeftation  of  piety,  and  more  extra- 
ordinary ftrictnefs  and.  regularity  in  their  outward 
deportment,  all  was  irregular  and  unculdvated 
within  ;  —  and  all  thefe  fair  pretences,  how  pro- 
mifing  foever,  blafted  by  the  indulgence  of  the 
worfl  of  human  paffions,  —  pride,  —  fpiritual 
pride  (the  worfl  of  all  pride)  —  hypocrify,  felf- 
love,  covetoufnefs,  extortion,  cruelty,  and  re- 
venge.   What  pity  it  is  that  the  facred  name  of 
Religion  fhould  ever  have  been  borrowed,  and 
employed  in  fo  bad  a  work  as  in  covering  over 
fiich  a  black  catalogue  of  vices  !  or  that  the  fair 
form  of  virtue  Ihould  have  been  thus  difgraced 
and  for  ever  drawn  into  fufpicion,  from  the  un- 
worthy ufes  of  this  kind  to  which  the  artful  and 
abandoned  have  often  put  her  !  —  The  Pharifee 
feems  to  have  had  not  many  fcruples  of  this  kind  j 
and  the  prayer  he  makes  ufe  of  in  the  temple  is  a 
true  pifture  of  the  man's  heart,  and  (hews  with 
what  a  difpofition  and  frame  of  mind  he  came  to 
worfhip, 

God  !  I  thank  thee  that  thou  haft  formed  m^e 
of  different  material  from  the  reft  of  my  fpecies, 
svliom  thou  baft  created  frail  and  vain  by  nature, 

G  2  but 


84 


SERMON  VI. 


but  by  choice  and  difpofition  utterly  corrupt  and 
wicked  ! 

Me,  thou  haft  fafliioned  in  a  different  mould 
and  haft  infufed  fo  large  a  portion  of  thy  fpirit 
into  me,  lo  !  I  am  raifed  above  the  temptations 
and  defires  to  which  fielh  and  blood  are  fubjeft  ! 

—  I  thank  thee  that  thou  haft  made  me  thus  :  — 
not  a  frail  velfel  of  clay,  like  that  of  other  men, 

—  or  even  this  publican,  but  that  I  ftand  here  a 
chofen  and  fanftified  veifel  unto  thee  ! 

After  this  obvious  paraphrafe  upon  the  words, 
which  fpeaks  no  more  than  the  true  fpirit  of  the 
Pharifee's  prayer,  —  you  would  naturally  aik. 
What  reafon  was  there  for  all  this  triumph  ?  — 
or  what  foundation  could  he  have  to  infult  in  this 
manner  over  the  infirmities  of  mankind  ?  —  of 
even  thofe  of  the  humble  publican  who  ftood 
before  him  ?  —  Why,  fays  he,  I  faft  tv/ice  in  the 
week  ;  I  give  tythes  of  all  that  I  poffefs*  —  Truly, 
a  very  indifferent  account  of  himfelf ;  —  and  if 
that  was  all  he  had  to  offer  in  his  own  behalf^ 
God  knows,  it  was  but  a  weak  foundation  to 
fupport  fo  much  arrogance  and  felf-conceit ; 
becaufe  the  obfervance  of  both  the  one  and  the 
other  of  thefe  ordinances,  might  be  fuppofed  well 
enough  to  be  confiftent  with  the  moft  profligate 
of  life  and  manners. 

The  conduG  and  behaviour  of  the  publican 
appear  very  different ;  —  and,  indeed,  as  much 
the  reverfe  to  this  as  you  could  conceive.  But 
before  we  enter  upon  that^  as  I  have  fpoken 
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largely  to  the  charadler  of  the  Pharifee,  'twill  be 
but  juftlce  to  fay  a  v/ord  or  two  in  general  to  his. 
—  The  publican  was  one  of  that  order  of  men 
employed  by  the  Roman  emperors  in  levying  the 
taxes  and  contributions  which  were  from  time  to 
time  exaiSted  from  Judea  as  a  conquered  nation* 
Whether  from  the  particular  fate  of  that  employ- 
ment, owing  to  the  fixed  averfion  which  men  have 
to  part  with  what  is  their  own,  or  from  whatever 
other  caufes  it  happened,  —  fo  it  was,  that  the 
whole  fet  of  men  v^^ere  odious  ;  infomuch,  that 
the  name  of  a  publican  was  a  term  of  reproach 
and  infamy  amongft  the  Jews. 

Perhaps  the  many  inftances  of  rigour  to  w^hich 
their  office  might  direfl:  them, — heightened fome- 
times  by  a  mixture  of  cruelty  and  infolence  of 
their  ov/n,  —  and  poffibly  always  made  to  appear 
worfe  than  they  were  by  the  loud  clamours  and 
mifreprefentations  of  others,  » —  all  might  have 
contributed  to  form  and  fix  this  odium.  But  it 
was  here,  no  doubt,  as  in  all  other  clalTes  of  men 
w^hofe  profeffions  expofe  them  to  more  tempta- 
tions than  that  of  others,  —  that  there  are  num- 
bers who  ftill  behave  well,  and  who,  amidfl  all 
the  fnares  and  opportunities  which  lie  in  their 
way,  —  pafs  through  them,  not  only  with  an  un- 
blemiflied  charafter.  but  with  the  inward  tefti- 
mony  of  a  good  confcience. 

The  publican,  in  all  likelihood,  was  one  of 
thefe ;  —  and  the  fentiments  of  candour  and  hu- 
mility which  the  viev/  of  his  condition  infpired. 
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are  fuch  avS  could  come  only  from  a  heart  and 
character  thus  defcribed. 

He  goes  up  into  the  temple  to  pay  his  facrifice 
of  prayer ;  —  in  the  difcharge  of  which  he 
pleads  no  merit  of  his  own,  —  enters  into  no 
comparifon  with  others,  —  or  juftification  of  him- 
felf  with  God,  but,  in  reverence  to  that  hoHer 
part  of  the  temple  w^here  his  prefence  was  fup- 
pofed  more  im.mediately  to  be  difplayed,  — -  he 
keeps  afar  ofl^,  — •  is  afraid  to  lift  up  his  eyes  to- 
wards Heaven  ;  —  but  fmites  upon  his  breaft, 
and  in  a  fhort  but  fervent  ejaculation,  —  fubmif- 
fively  begs  God  to  have  mercy  upon  his  fms.  — 
O  God  !  how  precious,  how  amiable  is  true  hu- 
mility !  —  what  a  difference  in  thy  fight  does  it 
make  to  confifl  betwixt  man  and  man  !  Pride 
was  not  made  for  a  creature  with  fuch  mxanifold 
imperfeclions  :  —  religious,  pride  is  a  drefs  v/hich 
Ml  worfe  becomes  him ;  —  becaufe,  of  all  others, 
^tis  that  to  which  he  has  the  lead  pretence : 
the  beft  of  us  fail  feven  times  a  day,  and  thereby 
add  feme  degree  of  unprofitablenefs  to  the  cha- 
rafter  of  thofe  who  do  all  that  is  commanded 
them.  —  Was  I  perfect  therefore,  fays  Job,  I 
would  not  know  my  foul,  I  would  be  frlei^t,  I 
would  be  ignorant  of  my  own  righteoufnefs ; 
for,  ihouid  I  fay  I  was  perfect,  it  would  prove 
me  to  be  perverfe.    From  this  introduction  I  will 
take  occafion  to  recomm.end  this  virtue  of  reli- 
gious humility,  which  fo  naturally  falls  from  the 
fubjed,  and  which  cannot  more  effedually  be 
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enforced,  than  by  an  enquiry  into  the  chief  caufes 
which  produce  the  oppofite  vice  to  it,  —  that  of 
fpiritual  pride  ;  —  for  in  this  malady  of  the  mind 
of  man,  —  the  cafe  is  parallel  with  mod  others  of 
his  body,  the  dangers  of  which  can  never  rightly 
be  apprehended  ;  nor  can  remedies  be  applied 
either  with  judgment  or  fuccefs,  till  they  are 
traced  back  to  their  firft  principles,  and  the  feeds 
of  the  diforder  are  laid  open  and  confidered. 

And  firft,  I  believe,  one  of  the  moft  general 
caufes  of  fpiritual  pride,  is  that  w^hich  feems  to 
have  milled  the  Pharifee  :  — -  a  miftaken  notion  of 
the  true  principles  of  his  religion.  He  thought, 
no  doubt,  that  the  whole  of  it  was  comprehended 
in  the  tw^o  articles  of  paying  tythes  and  frequent 
fafting  ;  nnd  that  when  he  had  difcharged  his 
confcience  of  them,  —  he  had  done  all  that  was 
required  at  his  hand^,  and  might  with  reafon  go, 
and  thank  God  that  he  had  not  made  him  like 
others.  —  It  is  not  to  be  queftioned,  but  through 
force  of  this  error,  the  Pharifee  might  think  him- 
felf  to  be,  what  he  pretended,  a  religious  and  up- 
right man.  —  For  however  he  might  be  brought 
to  acl  a  double  and  infmcere  part  in  the  eyes  of 
men  upon  worldly  views,  —  it  is  not  to  be  fup- 
pofed  —  that  when  he  ftood  by  himfelf,  apart  in 
the  temple,  and  no  witneiTes  of  what  pafled  be- 
tween him  and  his  God,  —  that  he  fhould  know^- 
ingly  and  v/ilfully  have  dared  to  aft  fo  open  and 
barefaced  a  fcene  of  mockery  in  the  face  of 
Heaven.  This  is  fcarce  probable  ;  —  and  there- 
fore muft  have  been  owing  to  fome  delufion  in 
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his  education,  which  had  early  implanted  in  hi$ 
mind  falfe  and  wretched  notions  of  the  effentials 
of  religion,  —  which,  as  he  grew  up,  had  proved 
the  feeds  of  infinite  error,  both  in  pradtice  and 
fpeculation. 

With  the  reft  of  his  feci,  he  had  been  fo 
principled  and  inftrufted  as  to  obferve  a  fcrupur 
lous  nicety  and  moft  religious  exaftnefs  in  the 
lefler  matters  of  his  religion,  -~  its  frequent  waih- 
ings,  —  its  faftings  and  other  external  rites,  of 
no  merit  in  themfelves,  —  but  to  ftand  exempted 
from  the  more  troublefome  exaftnefs  in  the 
weightier  matters  of  the  law,  which  were  of 
eternal  and  unchangeable  obligation.  So  that 
they  were  in  truth  blind  guides,  —  who  thus  will 
ftrain  at  a  gnat  and  yet  fwallow  a  camel ;  and,  as 
our  Saviour  reproves  them  from  a  familiar  in-, 
ilance  of  domeftic  inconfiftencv,  —  would  make 
clean  the  outfide  of  the  cup  and  platter,  - —  yet 
fufFer  the  infide,  —  the  moft  material  part,  —  to 
be  full  of  corruption  and  excefs.  From  this 
knowledge  of  the  cliarafter  and  principles  of  the 
Pharifee,  'tis  eafy  to  account  for  his  fentiments 
and  behaviour  in  the  temple,  which  were  juft  fuch 
as  they  w^ould  have  led  one  to  have  expe£bed. 
.  Thus  it  has  always  happened,  by  a  fatality 
common  to  all  fuch  abufes  of  religion,  as  make 
It  to  confift  in  external  rites  and  ceremonies,  more 
than  inward  purity  and  integrity  of  heart.  —  As 
thefe  outw^ard  things  are  eafily  put  in  praftice, 
and  capable  of  being  attained  to  wdthout  much 
capacity,  or  m.uch  oppofition  to  fiefli  andblood,- — 
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it  too  naturally  betrays  the  profeffors  of  it  into  a 
groundiefs  perfuafion  of  their  own  godllnefs,  and 
a  defpicable  one  of  that  of  others^  in  their  religi- 
ous capacities,  and  the  relations  in  which  they 
ftand  towards  God  :  which  is  the  very  definition 
pf  fpiritual  pride. 

When  the  true  heat  and  fpirit  of  devotion  is 
thus  loft  and  extinguilhed  under  a  cloud  of  often- 
tatious  ceremonies  and  geftures,  as  is  remarkable 
in  the  Roman  churchy —  w^here  the  celebration 
of  high  mafs,  when  fet  oft  to  the  beft  advantage 
with  all  its  fcenical  decorations  and  finery,  looks 
more  like  a  theatrical  performance  than  that  hum- 
ble and  folemn  appeal  which  duft  and  afhes  are 
offering  up  to  the  throne  of  God  ;  —  when  reli- 
gion, I  fay,  is  thus  clogged  and  borne  down  by 
fuch  a  weight  of  ceremonies,  it  is  much  eafier  to 
put  in  pretenfions  to  holinefs  upon  fuch  a  mecha- 
nical fyftem  as  is  left  of  it,  than  where  the  cha- 
racter is  only  to  be  got  and  maintained  by  a  pain- 
ful conflift  and  perpetual  w^ar  againft  the  paflionsc 
''Tis  eafier,  for  inftance,  for  a  zealous  Papift  to 
crofs  himfelf  and  tell  his  beads,  than  for  an  hum- 
ble Proteftant  to  fubdue  the  lufts  of  ^nger,  intem- 
perance, cruelty  and  revenge,  to  appear  before 
his  Maker  with  that  preparation  of  mind  which 
becomes  him.  The  operation  of  being  fprinkled 
with  holy  water,  is  not  fo  difficult  in  itfelf  as  that 
of  being  chafte  and  fpotlefs  within,  —  confcious 
of  no  dirty  thought  or  difhoneft  a£lion.  ''Tis  a 
m.uch  /Iiorter  v/ay  to  kneel  dovm  at  a  confeffional 
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and  receive  abfolutlon, —  than  to  live  fo  to  deferve 
it,  —  not  at  the  hands  of  men,  — but  at  the  hands 
of  God.  —  who  fees  the  heart,  and  cannot  be  im- 
pofed  upon.  The  atchievement  of  keeping  Lent, 
or  abftaining  from  flefa  on  certain  days,  is  not  fo 
hard  as  that  of  abftaining  from  the  works  of  it  at 
all  times;  — efpecially,  as  the  point  is  generally 
managed  among  the  richer  fort  with  fuch  art  and 
epicurifm  at  their  tables,  —  and  with  fuch  indul- 
gence to  a  poor  mortified  appetite,  —  that  an  en- 
tertainment upon  a  faft  is  much  more  likely  to 
produce  a  furfeit  than  a  fit  of  forrow% 

One  might  run  the  parallel  much  farther,  but 
this  may  be  fuiTicient  to  fhew  how  dangerous  and 
delufive  thefe  miftakes  are  ;  —  how  apt  to  mif- 
lead  and  overfet  weak  minds,  which  are  ever  apt 
to  be  caught  by  the  pomp  of  fuch  external  parts 
of  religion.    This  is  fo  evident,  that  even  in  our 
own  church,  where  there  is  the  greateft  chaftity  in 
things  of  this  nature,  —  and  of  which  none  are 
retained  in  our  worfliip  but  what,  I  believe,  tend 
to  excite  and  alTift  it,  —  yet,  fo  ftrong  a  propen- 
fity  is  there  in  our  nature  to  fenfe,  and  fo  unequal 
a  match  is  the  underftanding  of  the  bulk  of  man- 
kind for  the  imprefficns  of  outward  things,  — 
that  we  fee  thoufands  who  every  day  miftake  the 
fhadow  for  the  fubftance  ;  and,  was  it  fairly  put 
to  the  trial,  would  exchange  the  reality  for  the  ap- 
pearance. 

You  fee  this  was  almoft  univerfally  the  cafe  of 
the  Jewiflh  church  ;  —  where,  for  want  of  proper 

I  guard 


SERMON  VL 


9^ 


guard  and  diftinftion  betwixt  the  means  of  reli- 
gion and  religion  itfelf,  the  ceremonial  part  in 
time  eat  away  the  moral  part,  and  left  nothing 
but  ^  fliadow  behind.  —  'Tis  to  be  feared  the 
buffooneries  of  the  Romifh  church  bid  fair  to  do 
it  the  fame  ill  office,  to  the  difgrace  and  utter  ruin 
of  Chriilianity,  wherever  Popery  is  eftablifned. 
What  then  remains,  but  that  we  reftify  thefe 
grofs  and  pernicious  notions  of  religion,  and  place 
it  upon  its  true  bottom,  which  we  can  only  do 
by  bringing  back  religion  to  that  cool  point  of 
reafon  which  firfh  fhewcd  us  its  obligation,  —  by 
always  remembering  that  God  is  a  Spirit,  —  and 
muft  be  worfhipped  fuitable  to  his  nature,  /.  e.  in 
fpirit  and  in  truth ;  —  and  that  the  moil  accepta- 
ble facrifice  we  can  offer  him,  is  a  virtuous  and 
an  upright  mJnd  —  and  however  neceffary  it  is, 
not  to  leave  the  ceremonial  and  pofitive  parts  of 
religion  undone,  —  yet,  not  like  the  Pharifee,  to 
reft  there,  —  and  omit  the  w^eightier  matters,  but 
keep  this  in  view  perpetually,  that  though  the  in- 
ftrumental  duties  of  religion  are  duties  of  unquef- 
tionable  obligation  to  us,  —  yet  they  are  ftill  but 
Inftrumental  Duties,  conducive  to  the  great  end 
of  all  religion,  v/hich  is  to  purify  our  hearts  — 
and  conquer  our  paffions  ;  —  and,  in  a  word,  to 
make  us  wifer  and  better  men,  —  better  neigh- 
bours, —  better  citizens,  —  and  better  fervants 
to  God. 

To  w^hom,  &Ce 
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VINDICATION  OF  HUMAN  NATURE* 
ROMANS  XIV.  7. 

For  none  of  us  liveth  to  himfelf. 

^*^HERE  is  not  a  fentence  in  fcripture  which 
ftrikes  a  narrow  foul  with  greater  aftonifh- 
ment ;  —  and  one  might  as  eafily  engage  to  clear 
up  the  darkeft  problem  in  geometry  to  an  igno* 
rant  mind,  as  make  a  fordid  one  comprehend  the 
truth  and  reafonablenefs  of  this  plain  propofition^ 
~  No  man  liveth  to  him^felf !  —  Why  ?  —  Does 
any  man  live  to  any  thing  elfe  ?  —  In  the  whole 
compafs  of  human  life,  can  a  prudent  man  fleer 
to  a  fafer  point  ?  —  Not  live  to  himfelf !  —  To 
whom  then  ?  —  Can  any  interefts  or  concerns 
which  are  foreign  to  a  man's  felf  have  fuch  a  claim 
over  him  that  he  muft  ferve  under  them,  —  fuf- 
pend  his  own  purfuits,  —  ftep  out  of  his  right 
courfe  till  others  have  paifed  by  him  and  attained 
the  feveral  ends  and  purpofes  of  living  before  him  r 
If,  with  a  feififh  heart,  fuch  an  enquirer  fliould 
happen  to  have  a  fpeculating  head  too,  he  will 
proceed,  and  alk  you,  Whether  this  fame  -princi- 
ple which  the  apoille  here  throws  out  of  the  life 
of  man,  is  not  in  fa6t  the  grand  bias  of  his  nature  ? 
—  That  however  we  m.ay  flatter  ourfelves  with 
fine-fpua  notions  of  difmtereftednefs  and  heroifni 
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in  what  we  do ;  were  the  moft  popular  of  our 
aftions  ftripped  naked,  and  the  true  motives  and 
intentions  of  them  fearched  to  the  bottom,  we 
ftiould  find  little  reafon  for  triumph  upon  that 
fcore.  

In  a  word,  he  will  fay,  that  a  man  is  altogether 
a  bubble  to  himfelf  in  this  matter,  and  that  after 
all  that  can  be  faid  in  his  behalf,  the  truell  defini- 
tion that  can  be  given  of  him  is  this.  That  he  is  a 
felfifh  animal ;  and  that  all  his  adions  have  fo 
ftrong  a  tincture  of  that  charafter,  as  to  (hew,  to 
whomever  elfe  he  was  intended  to  live,  that  in 
fad  he  lives  only  to  himfelf. 

Before  I  reply  direftly  to  this  accufation,  I  can- 
not help  obferving  by  the  way,  that  there  is  fcarce 
any  thing  which  has  done  more  differvice  to  focial 
virtue  than  the  frequent  reprefentations  of  human 
nature  under  this  hideous  pifture  of  deformity, 
which  by  leaving  out  all  that  is  generous  and 
friendly  in  the  heart  of  man,  has  funk  him  below 
the  level  of  a  brute,  as  if  he  was  a  compofition  of 
all  that  was  mean-fpirited  and  felfifh.  Surely  'tis 
one  ftep  towards  a6ting  well,  to  think  worthily 
of  our  nature  :  and,  as  in  common  life  the  way  to 
make  a  man  honeft,  is  to  fuppofe  him  fo,  and  treat 
him  as  fuch, — fo  here,  to  fet  fome  value  upon 
ourfelves,  enables  us  to  fupport  the  character,  and 
even  infpires  and  adds  fentiments  of  generofity 
and  virtue  to  thofe  which  we  have  already  pre- 
conceived. The  fcripture  tells.  That  God  made 
man  in  his  own  image,  —  not  furely  in  the  fenfi- 

tive 


94  SERMON  Vil. 

tive  and  corporeal  part  of  him  :  that  could  bear 
no  rrfemblance  with  a  pure  and  infinite  Spirit : 
—  but  what  refembhmce  he  bore  was  undoubt- 
edly in  the  moral  rectitude,  and  the  kind  and  be- 
nevolent affections  of  his  nature.  And  though 
the  brightnefs  of  his  image  has  been  fullied  greatly 
by  the  fall  of  man  in  our  firft  parents,  and  the 
charaft^rs  of  it  rendered  flill  lefs  legible  by  the 
many  fuperinduflions  of  his  ow^n  depraved  appe- 
tites lince,  —  yet  'tis  a  laudable  pride  and  a  true 
greatnefs  of  mind  to  cherilli  a  belief,  that  there  is 
fo  much  of  that  glorious  image  ftill  left  upon  it, 
as  (hall  reftrain  him  from  bafe  and  difgraceful  ac- 
tions ;  to  anfwer  which  end,  what  thought  can 
be  more  conducive  than  that  of  our  being  made 
in  the  liken efs  of  the  greatefl  and  beft  of  Beings? 
This  is  a  plain  confequence.  And  the  confider- 
ation  of  it  fhoukl  have  in  fome  meafure  been  a 
protection  to  human  nature,  from  the  rough 
ufage  fhe  has  ^net  with  from  the  fatirical  pens  of 
fo  many  of  the  French  writers,  as  well  as  of  our 
own  country,  who  with  more  wit  than  well-mean- 
ing,  have  defperately  fallen  foul  upon  the  whole 
fpecies,  as  a  fet  of  creatures  incapable  either  of 
private  friendfhip  or  public  fpirit,  but  juft  as  the 
cafe  fuited  their  own  intereft  and  advantage. 

That  there  is  felfiflmefs  and  meannefs  enough 
in  the  fouls  of  one  part  of  the  world,  to  hurt  the 
credit  of  the  other  part  of  it,  is  vvhat  I  ifliall  not 
difpute  againft;  but  to  judge  of  the  whole  from 
this  bad  fample,  and  becaufe  one  man  is  plot- 
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ting  and  artful  in  his  nature ;  —  or,  a  fecond 
openly  makes  his  pleafure  or  his  profit  the  whole 
centre  of  all  his  defigns ;  —  or  becaufe  a  third 
ftrait -hearted  wretch  fits  confined  within  himfelf, 
—  feels  no  misfortunes  but  thofe  which  touch 
himfelf ;  —  to  involve  the  whole  race  without 
mercy  under  fuch  detefted  charadlers,  is  a  con- 
clufion  as  falfe  as  it  is  pernicious  ;  and  was  it  in 
general  to  gain  credit,  could  ferve  no  end,  but 
the  rooting  out  of  our  nature  all  that  is  generous, 
and  planting  in  the  (lead  of  it  fuch  an  averfion  to 
each  other,  as  muft  untie  the  bands  of  fociety, 
and  rob  us  of  one  of  the  greateft  pleafures  of  it, 
the  mutual  communications  of  kind  offices  :  and 
by  poifoning  the  fountain,  render  every  thing 
fufpefted  that  flows  through  it. 

To  the  honour  of  human  nature,  the  fcrlpture 
teaches  us,  that  God  made  man  upright :  —  and 
though  he  has  fmce  found  out  many  inventions, 
which  have  much  diflionoured  this  noble  ftruc- 
ture,  yet  the  foundation  of  it  (lands  as  it  was,  — 
the  whole  frame  and  defign  of  it  carried  on  upon 
focial  virtue  and  public  fpirit,  and  every  member 
of  us  fo  evidently  fupported  by  this  ftrong  cement^ 
that  we  may  fay  Vv^ith  the  apoflle,  that  no  man 
liveth  to  himfelf.  In  whatfoever  light  we  view 
him,  we  fhall  fee  evidently  that  there  is  no  fta- 
tlon  or  condition  of  his  life,  —  no  office,  or  rela- 
tion, or  circumftance,  but  there  arife  from  it  fo 
many  ties,  fo  many  indifpenfable  claims  upon 
him,  as  muft  perpetually  carry  him  beyond  any 
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felfilh  confideratlon,  and  fliew  plainly,  that  was  a 
man  fooliftily  wicked  enough  to  defign  to  live  to 
himfelf  alone,  he  would  either  find  it  impraQi- 
cable,  or  he  would  lofe  at  leaft,  the  very  thing 
which  made  life  itfelf  defirc^ble.    We  know  that 
our  Creator,  like  an  all-v/ife  contriver,  in  this,  as 
in  all  other  of  his  works,  has  implanted  in  man- 
kind  fuch  appetites  and  inclinations  as  were  fuita- 
ble  for  their  ftate ;  that  is,  fuch  as  would  natu- 
rally lead  him  to  the  love  of  fpciety  and  friend- 
iliip,  without  which  he  would  have  been  found  in 
a  worfe  condition  than  the  very  beafts  of  the  field. 
No  one,  therefore,  who  lives  in  fociety,  can  be 
faid  to  live  to  himfelf ;  —  he  lives  to  his  God,  — 
to  his  king,  and  his  country  ;  —  he  lives  to  his 
family,  to  his  friends,  to  all  under  his  truft,  — 
and,  in  a  word,  he  lives  to  the  whole  race  of 
mankind :  —  whatfoever    has  the  character  of 
man,  and  wears  the  fame  image  of  God  that  he 
does,  is  truly  his  brother,  and  has  a  juft  claim  to 
his  kindnefs.  —  That  this  is  the  cafe  in  faft,  as 
w^ll  as  in  theory,  may  be  made  plain  to  any  one 
who  has  made  any  obfervations  upon  human  life- 
—  When  we  have  traced  it  through  all  its  con- 
nexions, —  viewed  it  under  the  feveral  obliga- 
tions which  fucceed  each  other  in  a  perpetual  rota- 
tion through  the  different  flages  of  a  hafty  pil- 
grimage, we  fhail  find  that  thefe  do  operate  fo 
ftrongly  upon  it,  and  lay  us  juilly  under  fo  rnany 
reftraints,  that  we  are  every  hour  facrificing  fome- 
thing  to  fociety,  in  return  for  the  benefits  we  re- 
ceive from  it.  To 
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To  illuftrate  this,  let  us  take  a  fhort  furvey  of 
the  life  of  any  one  man,  not  liable  to  great  ex- 
ceptions, but  fuch  a  life  as  is  common  to  moft ; 
let  us  examine  it  merely  to  this  point,  and  try  how- 
far  it  will  anfwer  fuch  a  reprefentation. 

If  we  begin  with  him  in  that  early  age  wherein 
the  ftrongeft  marks  of  undifguifed  tendernefs  and 
dilinterefted  compallion  fhew  themfelves,  —  I 
might  previoufly  obferve,  with  what  impreflions  he 
is  come  out  of  the  hands  of  God,  with  the  very 
bias  upon  his  nature  which  prepares  him  for  the 
charafter  which  he  was  defigned  to  fulfil.  But 
let  us  pafs  by  the  years  which  denote  childhood^ 
as  no  lawful  evidence,  you'll  fay,  in  this  difpute; 
let  us  follow  him  to  the  period  when  he  is  juft  got 
loofe  from  tutors  and  governors,  when  his  adions 
may  be  argued  upon  with  lefs  exception :  if  you 
obferve,  you  will  find  that  one  of  the  firft  and 
leading  propenfities  of  his  nature  is,  that  which  dif- 
covers  itfelf  in  the  defire  of  fociety,  and  the  fpon* 
taneous  love  towards  thofe  of  his  kind  :  —  and 
though  the  natural  wants  and  exigencies  of  his 
condition  are,  no  doubt,  one  reafon  of  this  ami- 
able impulfe,  God  having  founded  that  in  him  as 
a  provifional  fecurity  to  make  him  focial,  —  yet^ 
though  it  is  a  reafon  in  nature,  —  'tis  a  reafon  to 
him  yet  undifcovered.  Youth  is  not  apt  to  philo-- 
fophize  fo  deeply,  —  but  follows,  as  it  feels  itfelf 
prompted  by  the  inward  w^orkings  of  benevolence^ 
—  without  view  to  itfelf,  or  previous  calculation, 
either  of  the  lofs  or  profit  w^hich  may  accrue^ 
voL.  HI.  H  Agreeably 
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Agreeably  to  this,  obferve  how  warmly,  how 
heartily  he  enters  into  friendfliips,  —  how  difin- 
terefted,  and  unfufpicious  in  the  choice  of  them  ! 
—  how  generous  and  open  in  his  profeflions !  ~ 
how  fmcere  and  honeft  in  making  them  good  !  — 
When  his  friend  is  in  diftrefs,  —  what  lengths  he 
will  go  !  —  what  hazards  he  will  bring  upon  him- 
felf !  —  what  embarralTment  upon  his  affairs,  to 
extricate  and  ferve  him !  If  man  is  altogether  a 
felfifh  creature,  as  thefe  moralizers  would  make 
him,  'tis  certain  he  does  not  arrive  at  the  full 
maturity  of  it  in  this  time  of  his  life,  —  No.  If 
he  deferves  any  accufation,  '^tis  in  the  other  ex- 
treme,  That  in  his  youth  he  is  generally  more 
fool  than  knave  —  and  fo  far  from  being  fuf- 
peded  of  living  to  himfelf,  that  he  lives  rather 
to  every  body  elfe  5  the  unconfcioufnefs  of  art  and 
defign,  in  his  own  intentions,  rendering  him  fo 
utterly  void  of  a  fufpicion  of  it  in  others,  as  to 
leave  him  too  oft  a  bubble  to  every  one  who  will 
take  the  advantage.  —  But  you'll  fay,  he  foon 
abates  of  thefe  tranfports  of  difmterefted  love  ; 
and  as  he  grows  older,  —  grows  wifer,  and 
karns  to  live  more  to  himfelf. 
Let  us  examine.  ^ 

That  a  longer  knowledge  of  the  world,  and 
fome  experience  of  infmcerity,  —  will  teach  him 
a  lelTon  of  more  caution  in  the  choice  of  friend- 
fhips,  and  lefs  forwardnefs  in  the  undiftinguifhed 
offers  of  his  fervices,  is  what  I  grant.  But  if  he 
cools  of  thefe,  does  he  not  grow  warmer  ftill  in 
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connexions  of  a  different  kind  ?  Follow  him>  I 
pray  you,  into  the  next  flage  of  life,  where  he 
has  entered  into  engagements,  and  appears  as  the 
father  of  a  family,  and  you  will  fee  the  paffion 
ftill  remains,  —  the  ftream  fomewhat  more  con- 
fined, —  but  runs  the  ftronger  for  it :  —  the 
fame  benevolence  of  heart,  altered  only  in  its 
courfe,  and  the  difference  of  objefts  towards 
which  it  tends.  Take  a  Ihort  view  of  him  in. 
this  light,  as  afting  under  the  many  tender  claims 
which  that  relatbn  lays  upon  him,  —  fpending 
many  weary  days  and  fleeplefs  nights,  —  utterly 
forgetful  of  himfelf,  intent  only  upon  his  family^ 
and  with  an  anxious  heart  contriving  and  labour-^ 
ing  to  preferve  it  from  diflrefs,  againfl  that  hour 
when  he  fliall  be  taken  from  its  protection.  Does 
fuch  a  one  live  to  himfelf?  —  He  who  rifes  early, 
late  takes  refl,  and  eats  the  bread  of  carefulnefs,, 
to  fave  others  the  forrow  of  doing  fo  after  him : 
Does  fuch  a  one  live  only  to  himfelf  ?  —  Ye,  who 
are  parents,  anfwer  this  queftion  for  him.  How 
oft  have  ye  facrificed  your  health,  —  your  eafe, 
—  your  pleafures,  —  nay,  the  very  comforts  of 
your  lives,  for  the  fake  of  your  children !  —  How 
many  indulgences  have  ye  given  up!  -r—  What 
felf-denials  and  difficulties  have  ye  cheerfully  un- 
dergone for  them !  —  In  their  ficknefs,  qr  reports' 
of  their  mifconduft,  how  have  ye  gone  on  your 
way  forrowing !  What  alarms  within  you,  when 
fancy  forebodes  but  imaginary  misfortunes  hang- 
ing over  them !  —  but  when  real  ones  have  over- 
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taken  them^  and  mifchief  befallen  them  in  the  way 
in  which  they  have  gone,  how  fharper  than  a 
fword  have  ye  felt  the  workings  of  parental  kind- 
nefs !  In  whatever  period  of  human  life  we  look 
for  proofs  of  felfifhnefs,  —  let  us  not  feek  them  in 
this  relation  of  a  parent,  whofe  whole  life,  when 
truly  known,  is  often  little  elfe  but  a  fucceffion  of 
cares,  heart-aches,  and  difquieting  apprehenfions, 
—  enough  to  fhew  that  he  is  but  an  inftrument  in 
the  hands  of  God  to  provide  for  the  well-being  of 
others,  to  ferve  their  intereft  as  well  as  his  own. 

If  you  try  the:  truth  of  this  reafoning  upon  every 
other  part  or  fituation  of  the  fame  life,  you  will 
find  it  holds  good  in  one  degree  or  other.  Take 
a  view  of  it  out  of  thefe  clofer  connexions,  both 
of  a  friend  and  parent :  —  confider  him  for  a  mo- 
ment under  that  natural  alliance  in  which  even  a 
heathen  poet  has  placed  him  5  namely^  that  of  a 
man  )  and  as  fuch,  to  his  honour,  as  one  inca^ 
pable  of  ftanding  unconcerned  in  whatever  con- 
cerns his  fellow-creatures.  —  Gompaffion  has  fo 
great  a  fhare  in  opr  nature,  and  the  miferies  of  this 
world  are  fo  conftant  an  exercife  of  it,  as  to  leave 
it  in  no  one's  power,  who  deferves  the  name  of 
inan,  in  this  refpeft,  —  to  live  to  himfelf. 

He  cannot  ftop  his  ears  againifl  the  cries  of  the 
unfortunate^  —  The  fad  ftory  of  the  fatherlefs,  and 
him  that  has  no  helper,  muft  be  heard^  —  The 

forrowful  fighing  of  the  prifoner  will  come  be- 

fore  him ; and  a  thoufand  other  untold  cafes 
of  diflrefs  to  which  the  life  of  man  is  fubjefl:,  find  a , 
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way  to  his  heart,  iet  intereft  guide  the  paflage  as 
it  will.  —  ^  If  he  has  this  world's  goods,  and  feeth 
'  his  brother  have  need,  he  will  not  be  able  to 
*  thnt  up  his  bowels  of  compaffion  from  him/ 

Let  any  man  of  common  humanity  look  back 
upon  his  own  life  as  fubjeded  to  thefe  ftrong 
daims,  and  recoiled:  the  infl^eU'Ce  they  have  had 
upon  him.  How  oft  the  mere  impulfes  of  genero- 
fity  and  compaffion  have  ied  him  out  of  his  way  ! 
—  In  how  many  atl:s  of  charity  and  kindnefs  his 
fellow-feeling  for  others  has  made  him  forget  him- 
felf !  —  In  neighbourly  offices,  how  oft  he  has 
afted  againft  all  confiderations  of  profits,  conve- 
nience, nay  fometimes  even  of  juftice  itfelf !  — 
Let  him  add  to  this  account,  how  much,  in  the 
progrefs  of  bis  life,  has  been  given  up  even  to  the 
lelTer  obligations  of  civility  and  good  manners  !  — 
What  reftraints  they  have  laid  him  under !  How 
large  a  portion  of  his  time,  —  how  much  of  his 
inclination  and  the  plan  of  life  he  fhould  moft 
have  wilhed,  has  from  time  to  time  been  made  a 
facrifice  to  his  good-nature,  and  difinclination  to 
g'ive  pain  or  difguft  to  others ! 

Whoever  takes  a  view  of  the  life  of  man  in 
this  glafs  wherein  I  have  fhewn  it,  will  find  it  fo 
befet  and  hemmed  in  with  obligations  of  one  kind 
or  other,  as  to  leave  little  room  to  fufpeft  that 
man  can  live  to  himfelf :  and  fo  clofely  has  our 
Creator  linked  us  together,  as  well  as  all  other 
parts  of  his  works,  for  the  prefervation  of  that 
iiarmony  in  the  frame  and  fyftem  of  things  which 
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his  wifdom  has  at  firft  eftablilhed,  —  that  we  find 
this  bond  of  mutual  dependence,  however  relax- 
ed, is  too  ftrong  to  be  broke :  and  I  believe,  that 
the  moft  felfilh  men  find  it  is  fo,  and  that  they 
cannot,  in  fad,  live  fo  much  to  themfelves  as  the 
narrownefs  of  their  own  hearts  inclines  them.  If 
thefe  reflexions  are  jufl:  upon  the  moral  relations 
in  which  we  ftand  to  each  other,  let  us  clofe  the 
examination  with  a  fliort  refledion  upon  the  great 
relation  in  which  we  ftand  to  God. 

The  firft  and  more  natural  thought  on  this 
fubjeft,  which  at  one  time  or  other  will  thruft  it- 
felf  upon  every  man's  mind,  is  this,  —  That  there 
is  a  God  who  made  me,  —  to  whofe  gift  I  owe  all 
the  powers  and  faculties  of  my  foul,  to  whofe  pro- 
vidence I  owe  all  the  bleflings  of  my  life,  and  by 
whofe  permiffion  it  is  that  I  exercife  and  enjoy 
them ;  that  I  am  placed  in  this  world  as  a  crea- 
ture of  but  a  day,  haftening  to  the  place  from 
whence  I  fliall  not  return :  —  that  I  am  ac- 
countable for  my  conduQ:  and  behaviour  to  this 
great  nnd  wifeft  of  Beings,  before  whofe  judg- 
ment-feat  I  muft  finally  appear  and  receive  the 
things  done  in  my  body,  —  whether  they  are 
good  or  whether  they  are  bad. 

Can  any  one  doubt  but  the  moft  inconfiderate 
of  men  fometimes  fit  down  coolly,  and  make 
fome  fuch  plain  refleftions  as  thefe  upon  their 
ftate  and  condition  ?  —  or,  that  after  they  have 
made  them,  can  one  imagine  they  lofe  all  efFeft  ? 
—  As  little  appearance  as  there  is  of  religion  in 
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the  world,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  its  influence  felt 
in  its  affairs  ;  —  nor  can  one  fo  root  out  the  prin» 
ciples  of  it,  but  like  nature  they  will  return  again,, 
and  give  checks  and  interruptions  to  guilty  pur- 
fuits.  There  are  feafons  when  the  thoughts  of  a 
juft  God  overlooking,  and  the  terror  of  an  after- 
reckoning,  have  made  the  moft  determined  trem- 
ble and  ftop  fhort  in  the  execution  of  a  wicked 
purpofe ;  and  if  we  conceive  that  the  worft  of 
men  lay  fome  reftraint  upon  themfelves  from  the 
weight  of  this  principle,  what  ftiall  we  think  of 
the  good  and  virtuous  part  of  the  world,  who  live 
under  the  perpetual  influence  of  it,  —  who  facri- 
^ice  their  appetites  and  paffions  from  a  confciouf- 
nefs  of  their  duty  to  God  ;  and  confider  him  as  the 
objeft  to  whom  they  have  dedicated  their  fervice, 
and  make  that  the  firft  principle  and  ultimate  end 
of  all  their  aftions  ?  —  How  many  real  and  unaf- 
fefted  inftances  there  are  in  the  world  of  men 
thus  governed,  will  not  concern  us  fo  much  to 
enquire,  as  to  take  care  that  we  are  of  the  num- 
ber :  which  may  God  grant,  for  the  fake  of  Jefus 
Chrift.  Amen. 
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TIME   AND  CHANCE. 
ECCLES.   IX. "II. 

I  returned  and  faw,  under  the  fun,  that  the  race  is  not  to 
the  fwift,  —  nor  the  battle  to  the  flrong-,  —  neither  yet 
bread  to  the  wife,  nor  yet  riches  to  men  of  underiland- 
ing,  nor  yet  favour  to  men  of  flvill,  —  but  time  and 
chance  happeneth  to  them  all. 

WHEN  a  man  cafts  a  look  upon  this  melan- 
choly defcription  of  the  world,  and  fees, 
contrary  to  all  his  gueffes  and  expectations,  what 
different  fates  attend  the  lives  of  men,  —  how 
»  oft  it  happens  in  the  world  that  there  is  not 
even  bread  to  the  wife,  nor  riches  to  men  of  un- 
derftanding,  &c.  —  he  is  apt  to  conclude,  with  a 
figh  upon  it,  —  in  the  words,  tho'  not  in  the  fenfe 
of  the  wife  man.  That  time  and  chance  happeneth 
to  them  all.  —  That  time  and  chance,  —  apt  fea- 
fons  and  fit  conjunftures,  have  the  great  eft  fway  in 
the  turns  and  difpofals  of  men's  fortunes  ;  —  and 
that,  as  thefe  lucky  hits  (as  they  are  called)  hap- 
pen to  be  for  or  againft  a  man,  —  they  either  open 
the  way  to  his  advancement  againft  all  obftacles, 
• —  or  block  it  up  againft  all  helps  and  attempts. 
That,  as  the  text  intimates,  neither  wifdo?n^  nor 
ujiderjlanding^  nor  JJdll^  ftiall  be  able  tp  furmount 
them. 

However  widely  we  may  differ  in  our  reafonings 
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upon  this  obfervatioa  of  Solomon's,  the  authorit/ 
of  the  obfervation  is  ftrong  beyond  doubt,  and  the 
evidence  given  of  it  in  all  ages  fo  alternately  con* 
-firmed  by  examples  and  complaints,  as  to  leave 
the  fact  itfelf  unqueftionabie.  —  That  things  are 
carried  on  in  this  world  fometimes  fo  contrary  to 
all  our  reafoning,  and  the  feeming  probabilities  of 
fuccefs,  —  that  even  the  race  is  not  to  the  fwift,, 
nor  the  battle  to  the  flrong  ;  —  nay,  what  i^. 
ftranger  ftill,  —  nor  yet  bread  to  the  wife,  who 
fhould  laft  ftand  in  want  of  it ;  —  nor  yet  riches 
to  men  of  underflanding,  who  you  would  think 
beft  qualified  to  acquire  them  ;  —  nor  yet  favour 
to  men  of  fkill,  whofe  merit  and  pretences  bid  the 
faireft  for  it ;  —  but  that  there  are  fome  fecret  and 
unfeen  workings  in  human  aftairs,  which  bafile  all 
our  endeavours,  —  and  turn  afide  the  courfe  of 
things  in  fuch  a  manner,  - —  that  the  moft  likely 
caufes  difappoint  and  fail  of  producing  for  us  the 
effect  which  we  Vvifhed  and  naturally  expefted 
from  them. 

You  will  fee  a  man,  of  whom  was  you  to  form 
a  Gonjetture  from  the  appearance  of  things  in  his 
favour,  —  you  would  fay  was  fetting  out  in  the 
world  with  the  faireft  profpecl  of  making  his  for* 
rune  in  it ;  —  with  all  the  advantages  of  birth  to 
recommend  him,  —  of  perfonal  merit  to  fpeak  for 
him,  —  and  of  friends  to  help  and  pulh  him  for- 
avards  :  you  will  behold  him,  notwithftanding  this, 
difappointcd  in  every  ,efFe£t  you  might  naturally 
have  looked  for  from  them !  every  ftep  he  takes 

towards 


io6  SERMON  VIIL 


towards  his  advancement,  fomething  invifible  fhali 
pull  him  hack,  fome  unforefeen  obflacle  {hall  rife 
up  perpetually  in  his  way,  and  keep  him  there.  — • 
In  every  application  he  makes,  —  fome  untoward 
circumftance  ftiall  blaft  it.  —  He  fhall  rife  early,  * 
late  take  reft,  —  and  eat  the  bread  of  carefulnefs, 

—  yet  fome  happier  man  fhall  ftill  rife  up,  andl 
ever  ftep  in  before  him,  and  leave  him  ftruggling, 
to  the  end  of  his  life,  in  the  very  fame  place  h\ 
which  he  firft  began  it. 

The  hiftory  of  a  fecond  ftall,  in  all  refpeds,  be 
the  contraft  to  this.  He  (hall  come  into  the  world 
with  the  moft  unpromifmg  appearance^  —  IhalJ 
fet  forwards  without  fortune,  without  friends, 

—  without  talents  to  procure  him  either  the  one 
or  the  other ;  —  neverthelefs  you  will  fee  this 
clouded  profpeft  brighten  up  infenfibly,  unac- 
countably before  him ;  every  thing  prefented  in 
his  way  fhall  turn  out  beyond  his  expeftations ; 
•~  in  fpite  of  that  chain  of  unfurmountable  difH? 
culties  which  firft  threatened  him^  —  time  and 
chance  ftiall  open  him  a  way ;  —  a  feries  of  fuc* 
cefsful  occurrences  fliall  lead  him  by  the  hand  to 
the  fummit  of  honour  and  fortune,  and,  in  a  word, 
without  giving  him  thq  pains  of  thinking,  or  the 
credit  of  projecting  it,  fliall  place  him  in  fafe  pof- 
feffion  of  all  that  ambition  could  wifti  for. 

The  hiftories  of  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  men 
are  full  of  inftances  of  this  nature,  —  where  fa-, 
vourable  times  and  luckly  accidents  have  done  for 
th^m  what  wifdom  or  fldll  could  not :  and  there 
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is  fcarce  any  one  v/ho  has  lived  long  in  the  world, 
who,  upon  looking  backwards,  will  not  difcover 
fuch  a  mixture  of  thefe  in  the  many  fuccefsful 
turns  which  have  happened  in  this  life,  as  to  leave 
him  very  little  reafon  to  difpute  againfl  the  hd:^ 
and,  I  fliould  hope,  as  little  upon  the  conclufions 
to  be  drawn  from  it. 

Some,  indeed,  from  a  fuperficial  view  of  this 
reprefentation  of  things,  have  atheiftically  infer- 
red, —  that  becaufe  there  was  fo  much  of  lottery 
in  this  life,  —  and  mere  cafualty  feemed  to  have 
fuch  a  fhare  in  the  difpofal  of  our  affairs,  —  that 
the  providence  of  God  flood  neuter  and  uncon- 
cerned in  their  feveral  Vv^orkings,  leaving  them  to 
the  mercy  of  time  and  chance  to  be  furthered  ordif- 
appointed  as  fuch  blind  agents  diredled  :  —  where- 
?,s,  in  truth,  the  very  oppofite  conclufion  follows  : 
for,  confider,  —  if  a  fuperior  intelligent  Power 
did  not  fometimes  crofs  and  over-rule  events  in 
this  world,  —  then  our  policies  and  defigns  in  it 
would  always  anfwer  according  to  the  wifdom  and 
ftratagem  in  which  they  were  laid,  and  every 
caufe,  in  the  courfe  of  things,  would  produce  its 
natural  effect  without  variation.  Now,  as  this  is 
not  the  cafe,  it  neceffarily  followsj  from  Solomon's 
reafoning,  that,  if  the  race  is  not  to  the  fwift,  if 
knowledge  and  learning  do  not  always  fecure  men 
from  want,  —  nor  care  and  indultry  always  make 
men  rich,  —  nor  art  and  ikill  infallibly  make  men 
high  in  the  world,  that  there  is  fonie  other  caufe 
which  mingles  itfelf  in  human  affairs,  and  governs 
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and  turns  them  as  it  pleafes  ;  which  caufe  can  be 
no  other  than  the  Firft  Caufe  of  all  things,  and 
the  fecret  and  over-ruHng  providence  of  that  Al- 
mighty God,  who,  though  his  dwelling  isfo  high, 
yet  he  humbleth  himfelf  to  behold  the  things  that 
are  done  on  ^rth,  raifing  up  the  poor  out  of  the 
doft,  and  lifting  the  beggar  from  the  dunghill ; 
and,  contrary  to  all  hopes,  putting  him  with  prin- 
ces, even  wifn  the  princes  of  his  people  ;  which, 
by  the  way,  wa^  the  cafe  of  David,  who  makes  the 
ackno^vledgment^  —  And,  no  doubt,  —  one  rea* 
fon  why  God  has  feleited  to  his  own  difpofal  fo 
mmij  inftances  as  this,  where  events  have  run 
counter  to  all  probabilities,  —  was  to  give  tefli- 
mony  to  bis  providence  in  governing  the  w^orld, 
an-d  to  engage  us  to  a  confideration  and  depen- 
dence  upon  it,  for  the  event  and  fuccefs  of  our 
undertakings  *.   For  undoubtedly,  —  as  I  faid, 
it  Ibould  feem  but  fuitable  to  nature's  laws,  that 
the  race  fhould  ever  be  to  the  fwift,  —  and  the 
battle  to  the  ftrong  ^  —  it  is  reafonable  that  the 
beft  co-ntriva^ces  and  means  fhould  have  beft  fuc- 
cefs ;  —  and  fmce  it  often  falls  out  atherwife  in  the 
eafe  of  man,  where  the  wifeft  projects  are  over- 
thrown, —  and  the  moil  hopeful  means  are 
Mafted,  and  time  and  chance  happen  to  all,  —  yon 
mud  call  on  the  Deity  to  untie  this  knot :  —  for 
though  at  fundry  times,  —  fundry  events  fall  out, 
which  w^e,  who  look  no  farther  than  the  event-s 

*  Fide  Tillotfon^s  fermon  on  this  fubjefi,. 
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t'hemfelves,  call  Chance,  becaufe  they  foil  out 
quite  contrary  both  to  our  intentions  and  our 
hopes,  —  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  in  refpeft  of 
God's  providence  over-ruling  in  thefe  events,  it 
were  profane  to  call  them  chance,  for  they  are 
pure  defignation ;  and  though  invifible,  are  ftill 
the  regular  difpenfations  of  the  fuperintending 
power  of  that  Almighty  Being  from  whom  all  the 
laws  and  powers  of  nature  are  derived  j  who^  as 
he  has'appointed,  —  fo  holds  them  as  inftruments 
in  his  hand  :  and,  without  invading  the  liberty  and 
free  will  of  his  creatures,  cast  turn  the  paflions  and 
defires  of  their  hearts  to  fulfil  his  own  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  work  fuch  effects  in  human  affairsj 
which  to  us  feem  merely  cafual^  —  but  to  him 
certain  and  determined  :  and  what  his  infinite  wif- 
dom  fees  neceflary  to  be  brought  about  for  the  go- 
vernment and  prefervatioii  of  the  worlds  over 
which  Providence  perpetually  prefides. 

When  the  fons  of  Jacob  had  caft  their  brother 
Jofeph  into  the  pit  for  his  deflruftion,  — •  one 
wouid  think,  if  ever  any  incident  which  concerned 
the  life  of  maa  deferved  to  be  called  Chance,  it 
was  this.  — -  That  the  company  of  the  Iflimaelites- 
Ihould  happen  to  pafs  by,  in  that  open  country^ 
at  that  very  place,  at  that  time  too,  when  this  bar- 
barity was  committed.  After  he  was  refcued  by 
fo  favourable  a  contingency,  —  his  life  and  future 
fortune  ftill  depended  upon  a  feries  of  contingen- 
cies equally  improbable  ;  for  inftance,  had  the  bu- 
fiixefs  of  the  Ifhmaelites  who  bought  him,  carried 
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them  from  Gilead  to  any  other  part  of  the  world 
befides  Egypt :  or,  when  they  arrived  there,  had 
they  fold  their  bond-flave  to  any  other  man  but 
Potiphar,  throughout  the  whole  empire  ;  —  or, 
after  that  difpofal,  had  the  unjuft  accufations  of  his 
mafter^s  wife  caft  the  youth  into  any  other  dun- 
geon than  that  where  the  king's  prifoners  were 
kept ;  —  or  had  it  fallen  out  at  any  other  crifis 
than  when  Pharaoh's  chief  butler  was  caft  there 
too,  —  had  this^  or  any  other  of  thefe  events 
fallen  out  otherwife  than  it  did,  —  a  feries  of  un-^ 
merited  misfortunes  had  overwhelmed  him,  — 
and  in  confequence,,  the  whole  land  of  Egypt  and 
Canaan*  From  the  firft  opening  to  the  conclufion 
of  this  long  and  interefting  tranfaftion,  the  Provi- 
dence of  God  fuffered  every  thing  to  take  its 
courfe  :  —  the  malice  and  cruelty  of  Jofeph's  bre- 
thren wrought  their  worft  mifchief  againft  him ; 
banifhed  him  from  his  country  and  the  protection 
of  his  parent.  —  The  luft  and  bafenefs  of  a  difap-^ 
pointed  woman  funk  him  ftill  deeper ;  —  loaded 
his  character  with  an  unjuft  reproach  ;  —  and,  to 
complete  his  ruin,  doomed  him,  friendlefs,  to  th^ 
miferies  of  a  hopelefs  prifon^  where  he  lay  neg- 
lected* Providence,  though  it  did  not  crofs  thefe 
events,  —  yet  Providence  bent  them  to  the  moft 
merciful  ends.  When  the  whole  drama  was 
opened,  then  the  wifdom  and  contrivance  of  every 
part  of  it  was  difplayed.  Then  it  appeared,  it  was 
not  they  (as  the  patriarch  inferred  in  confolation 
cf  his  brethren)  it  was  not  they  that  fold  him,  but 
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God  ;  —  ^twas  he  fent  him  thither  before  them  ; 
his  fuperintending  power  availed  itfelf  of  their  paf-^ 
fions,  —  direfted  the  operations  of  them,  held  the 
chain  in  his  hand,  and  turned  and  wound  it  to  his 
own  purpofe.  "  Ye  verily  thought  evil  againft  me, 
—  but  God  meant  it  for  good ;  "  —    ye  had 

*  the  guilt  of  a  bad  intention,  —  his  providence 
'  the  glory  of  accomplifliing  a  good  one,  by  pre- 

*  ferving  you  a  pofterity  upon  the  earthy  and 
^  bringing  to  pafs  as  it  is  this  day,  to  fave  much 

*  people  alive.'"  —  All  hiilory  is  full  of  fuch  tefti- 
monies  ;  which,  tho*  they  may  convince  thofe  who 
look  no  deeper  than  the  furface  of  things,  that  time 
and  chance  happen  to  all,  —  yet  to  thofe  who 
look  deeper,  they  manifeft  at  the  fame  time,  that 
there  is  a  hand  much  bufier  in  human  affairs  than 
what  we  vainly  calculate  ;  which  though  the  pro- 
jeftors  of  this  world  overlook,  —  or  at  lead  make 
no  allowance  for  in  the  formation  of  their  plans, 
they  generally  find  in  the  execution  of  them*  And 
though  the  fat^lifl  may  urge,  that  every  event  in 
this  life  is  brought  about  by  the  miniftry  and  chain 
of  natural  caufes,  —  yet,  in  anfwer,  let  him  go 
one  ftep  higher,  —  and  confider,  —  whofe  power 
it  is  that  enables  thefe  caufes  to  work ;  —  whofe 
knowledge  it  is  that  forefees  what  will  be  their 
effeds ;  —  whofe  goodnefs  it  is  that  is  invifibiy 
conducing  them  forwards  to  the  beft  and  great-' 
eft  ends,  for  the  happinefs  of  his  creatures. 

So  that,  as  a  great  reafoner  juftly  diflinguiflies 
upon  this  point, '~  ^  It  is  not  only  religioufly 
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fpeaking,  but,  with  the  ftriclcft  and  moft  philo- 
^  fophical  truth  of  exprellion,  that  the  fcripture 
'  tells  U85  that  God  cojiimaiideth  the  ravens  ;  —  that 
^  they  are  his  direftions  which  the  winds  and  the 
'  feas  obey.  If  his  fervant  hides  himfelf  by  the 
'  brook,  fuch  an  order  of  caufes  and  elFeds  lliall 
*  be  laid,  —  that  the  fowls  of  the  air  lhall  minifter 
^  to  his  fupport*  When  this  refource  fails,  and  his  x 
^  prophet  is  directed  to  go  to  Zarephath^  —  for 
^  that  he  has  commanded  a  widow  woman  there  to 
^  fuilain  him,  —  the  fame  hand  which  leads  the 
^  prophet  to  the  gate  of  the  city,  —  ftall  lead 
^  forth  the  diflreffed  widow  to  the  fame  place,  to 
^  take  him  under  her  roof ;  and  though,  upon  the 
^  impulfe  of  a  different  occafion,  fhall  neverthelefs 
"  be  made  to  fulfil  his  promife  and  intention  of 
their  mutual  prefervation/ 

Thus  much  for  the  truth  and  illuftration  of  this 
great  and  fundamental  doftrine  of  a  Providence  ; 
.  the  belief  of  which  is  of  fuch  confequence  to  us,  as 
to  be  the  great  fupport  and  comfort  of  our  livea^ 

Juftly,  therefore,  might  the  Pfalmifl  upon  this 
declaration,  that  the  Lord  is  King,  —  conclude. 
That  the  earth  may  be  glad  therefore  j  yea,  the 
multitude  of  the  ifles  m/ay  be  glad  thereof. 

May  God  grant  the  perfuaiion  may  make  us  as 
virtuous  as  it  has  reafon  to  make  us  joyful !  and 
that  it  may  bring  forth  in  us  the  fruits  of  good 
living,  to  his  praife  and  glory  !  • —  to  whom  be  all 
might,  majefly,  and  doiiunion,  now  and  far  ever- 
more !  Amen. 
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THE.  CHARACTER  OF  H£ROD*« 
MAT.  II.    I7>  l8. 

^'hen  was  fulfilled  that  which  was  fpoken  by  Jeremy  the 
prophet,  faying,  ~  In  Rama  was  there  a  voice  heard^ 
lamentation,  and  weeping,  and  great  mourning  ;  Rachel 
weeping  for  her  children,  and  would  not  be  comforted, 
becaufe  they  are  not, 

THE  words  which  St.  Matthew  cites  here  as 
fulfilled  by  the  cruelty  and  ambition  of  He- 
rod, —  are  in  the  31ft  chapter  of  Jeremiahj  the 
15th  verfe.  In  the  foregoing  chapter,  the  pro- 
phet having  declared  God^s  intention  of  turning 
the  mourning  of  his  people  into  joy,  by  the  re- 
ftoration  of  the  tribes  which  had  been  led  away 
captive  into  Babylon,  —  he  proceeds,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  chapter,  which  contains  this  pro- 
phecy, to  give  a  more  particular  defcription  of  the 
great  joy  and  feftivity  of  that  promifed  day,  when 
they  v/ere  to  return  once  more  to  their  own 
land,  to  enter  upon  their  ancient  polTeflionSj,  and 
enjoy  again  all  the  privileges  they  had  loft  ;  and 
amongft  others,  and  what  was  above  them  all,  — 
the  favour  and  proteftion  of  God,  and  the  conti* 
nuation  of  his  mercies  to  them  and  their  pofterity* 
To  make,  therefore,  the  impreffion  of  this 
change  the  ftronger  upon  their  minds,  —  he 

*  Preached  on  Innocents  Day* 
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gives  a  very  pathetic  reprefentatlon  of  the  preced- 
ing forrow  on  that  day  when  they  were  firft  led 
away  captive. 

Thus  faith  the  Lord,  a  voice  was  heard  in 
Rama ;  lamentation  and  bitter  weeping  :  Rachel 
weeping  for  her  children,  refufmg  to  be  comfort- 
ed, becaufe  they  were  not. 

To  enter  into  the  full  fenfe  and  beauty  of  this 
defcription,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  tomb 
of  Rachel,  Jacob's  beloved  wife,  as  we  read  in  the 
35th  of  Genefis,  was  fituated  near  Rama,  and 
betwixt  that  place  and  Bethlehem.  Upon  which 
circumftance  the  prophet  raifes  one  of  the  moft 
affefting  fceiles  that  could  be  conceived  ;  for  as 
the  tribes  in  their  forrowful  journey  betwixt 
Rama  and  Bethlehem,  in  their  way  to  Babylon,, 
were  fuppofed  to  pafs  by  this  monumental  pillar 
of  their  anceftor  Rachel,  Jacob's  wife,  the  pro^ 
phet,  by  a  common  liberty  in  rhetoric,  introduces 
her  as  rifmg  up  out  of  her  fepulchre,  and  as  the 
common  mother  of  two  of  their  tribes,  weeping 
for  her  children,  bewailing  the  fad  cataftrophe  of 
her  pofterity  led  away  into  a  ftrange  land,  —  re- 
fufmg to  be  comforted,  becaufe  they  were  not ; 

loft  and  cut  off  from  their  country,  and,  in  all 
likelihood,  never  to  be  reftored  back  to  her  again. 

The  Jewifli  interpreters  fay  upon  this,  that  the 
patriarch  Jacob  buried  Rachel  in  this  very  place^, 
fbrefeeing  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  that  his 
pofterity  ftiould  that  way  be  led  captive,  that  fhe 
might,  as  tliey  palTed  herj  intercede  for  them. 
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But  this  fanciful  fuperftrufture  upon  the  paf- 
fage,  feems  to  be  little  elfe  than  a  mere  dream 
of  fome  of  the  Jewiih  doctors  ;  and  indeed  had 
they  not  dreamt  it  when  they  did,  *tis  great  odds, 
but  fome  of  the  Romifh  dreamers  would  have  hit 
upon  it  before  now.  For  as  it  favours  the  doc- 
trine of  intercefTions,  —  if  there  had  not  been 
undeniable  vouchers  for  the  real  inventors  of  the 
conceit,  one  fhould  much  fooner  have  fought  for 
it  among  the  oral  traditions  of  this  church,  than  in 
the  Talmud,  —  where  it  is. 

But  this  by  the  bye.  There  is  ftill  another 
interpretation  of  the  words  here  cited  by  St» 
Matthew,  which  altogether  excludes  this  fcenical 
reprefentation  I  have  given  of  them.  —  By  which 
'tis  thought  that  the  lamentation  of  Rachel  here 
defcribed,  has  no  immediate  reference  to  Rachel^ 
Jacob's  wife,  but  that  it  fimply  alludes  to  the 
forrows  of  her  defcendants,  the  diftreffed  mothers 
of  the  tribes  of  Benjamin  and  Ephraim,  who  might 
accompany  their  children  led  into  captivity  as  far 
as  Rama,  in  their  way  to  Babylon,  who  wept 
and  wailed  upon  this  fad  occafion,  and,  as  the 
prophet  defcribes  them  in  the  perfon  of  Rachel, 
refufmg  to  be  comforted  for  the  lofs  of  her  chil- 
dren ;  looking  upon  their  departure  without  hope 
or  profpeft  of  ever  beholding  a  return. 

Whichever  of  the  two  fenfes  you  give  the 
words  of  the  prophet,  the  application  of  them  by 
the  evangehft  is  equally  juft  and  faithful ;  for  as 
the  former  fcene  he  relates  was  tranfa6;ed  upon 
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th(^  very  fame  ftage,  —  in  the  fame  diftri£l  of 
Bethlehem,  near  Rama,  where  fo  many  mothers 
of  the  fame  tribe  now  fufFered  this  fecond  moft 
aftefting  blow,  —  the  words  of  Jeremiah,  as  the 
evangelift  obferves,  were  literally  acdomplifhed  ; 
and,  no  doubt,  in  that  horrid  day,  a  voice  was 
heard  again  in  Rama  ;  lamentation  and  bitter 
weeping :  —  Rachel  weeping  for  her  children, 
and  refufmg  to  be  comforted  ;  —  every  Beth- 
lehemitifli  mother  involved  in  this  calamity,  be- 
holding it  with  hopelefs  forrow,  —  gave  vent  to 
it,  —  each  one  bewailing  her  children,  and  la- 
menting  the  hardnefs  of  their  lot,  with  the  an- 
guilh  of  a  heart  as  incapable  of  confolation  as  they 
were  of  redrefs.  Monfter  !  — -  could  no  confi- 
deration  of  all  this  tender  forrow  flay  thy  hands  ? 

—  Could  no  refledion  upon  fo  much  bitter  la- 
mentation, throughout  the  coafhs  of  Bethlehem, 
interpofe  and  plead  in  behalf  of  fo  many  wretched 
objefts  as  this  tragedy  would  make  ?  — •  Was 
there  no  way  open  to  ambition,  but  that  thou 
mull  trample  upon  the  affeOiions  of  nature?  Could 
no  pity  for  the  innocence  of  childhood,  —  no 
fympathy  for  the  yearnings  of  parental  love,  in* 
cline  thee  to  fome  other  meafures  for  thy  fecurity, 

—  but  thou  mufl  thus  pitilefsly  rufli  in,  —  take 
the  viftim  by  violence,  —  tear  it  from  the  em* 
braces  of  the  mother,  —  offer  it  up  before  her 
eyes,  —  leave  her  difconfolate  for  ever, 
broken-hearted  with  a  lofs,  —  fo  alfedting  in 
ttfelf,  —  fo  circumftanced  with  horror,  that  no 
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time,  how  friendly  foever  to  the  mournful , 
fliould  ever  be  able  to  wear  out  tlie  impreffion  ? 

There  is  nothing  in  which  the  mind  of  man  is 
more  divided  than  in  accounts  of  this  horrid  na- 
ture. —  For  when  we  confider  man  as  fafhioned 
by  his  Maker,  —  innocent  and  upright,  —  full 
of  the  tendereft  difpofitions,  —  with  a  heart  in-, 
dining  him  to  kindnefs,  and  the  love  and  pror 
teftion  of  his  fpecieg^  ~  this  idea  of  him  would 

\  almoft  fhake  the  credit  of  fuch  accounts  :  —  fo 
that  to  clear  them,  w^e  are  forced  to  take  ^ 
fecond  view  of  man,  —  very  different  from  this 
favourable  one,  in  which  we  infenfibly  reprefent 
him  to  our  imaginations ;  —  that  is,  —  we  are 
obliged  to  confider  him.,  —  not  as  he  was  made, 
but  as  he  is ;  —  a  creature  by  the  violence  and 
irregularity  of  his  paffions,  capable  of  being  per- 
verted from  all  thefe  friendly  and  benevolent  pro- 
penfities,  and  fometimes  hurried  into  excelfes  fo 
oppofite  to  them,  as  to  render  the  moft  unn^atural 
and  horrid  accounts  of  what  he  does  but  too  pro- 
bable. —  The  truth  of  this  obfervation  will  be 
exemplified  in  the  cafe  before  us.  For  next  to 
the  faith  and  charafter  of  the  hiflorian  who  re- 
ports fuch  fafts,  —  the  particular  character  of 
the  perfon  v/ho  committed  them,  is  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  voucher  for  their  truth  and  credibility  ; 
—  and  if,  upon  enquiry,  it  appears,  that  the  man 
afted  but  coRfiftent  with  himfelf,  - —  and  juft  fo 
you  would  have  expefted  from  his  principles^ 

'  the  credit  of  the  hiflorian  is  reflorod,  and  the 
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fad  related  Hands  inconteftable,  from  fo  flrong 
and  concurring  an  evidence  on  its  fide. 

With  this  view,  it  may  not  be  an  unacceptable 
application  of  the  remaining  part  of  a  difcourfe 
upon  this  day,  to  give  you  a  fketch  of  the  cha- 
rafter  of  Herod,  —  not  as  drawn  from  Scripture, 
—  for  in  general  it  furnifhes  us  with  few  materi- 
als for  fuch  defcriptions ;  —  the  facred  Scripture 
cuts  off  in  few  words  the  hiftory  of  the  ungodly, 
how  great  foever  they  were  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world  ;  —  and,  on  the  other  hand,  dwells  largely 
upon  the  fmalleft  aftions  of  the  righteous.  — 
We  find  all  the  circumftances  of  the  lives  of 
Abraham,  Ifaac,  Jacob,  and  Jofeph,  recorded  in 
the  minuteft  manner.  —  The  wicked  feem  only 
mentioned  with  regret ;  juft  brought  upon  the 
flage,  on  purpofe  to  be  condemned.    The  ufe 
and  advantage  of  which  conduft  —  is,  I  fuppofe, 
the  reafon,  —  as  in  general  it  enlarges  on  no  cha- 
rafter  but  what  is  worthy  of  imitation.  ^Tis 
however  undeniable,  that  the  lives  of  bad  men 
are  not  without  ufe  ;  —  and  whenever  fuch  a 
one  is  drav/n,  not  with  a  corrupt  view  to  be  ad- 
mired, —  but  on  purpofe  to  be  detefled,  —  it 
muft  excite  fuch  a  horror  againft  vice,  as  will 
ftrike  indirectly  the  fame  good  impreflion.  And 
though  it  is  painful  in  the  laft  degree  to  paint  a 
man  in  the  fliades  which  his  vices  have  caft  upon 
him,  —  yet  when  it  ferves  this  end,  and  at  the 
fame  time  illuftrates  a  point  in  facred  hiftory,  — * 
it  carries  its  own  excufe  with  it. 

This 
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This  Herod,  therefore,  of  whom  the  evange- 
lift  fpeaks,  if  you  take  a  fuperficial  view  of  his 
life,  you  would  fay  was  a  compound  of  gpod  and 
evil ;  —  that  though  he  was  certainly  a  bad  man, 
«—  yet  you  would  think  the  mafs  was  tempered 
at  the  fame  time  with  a  mixture  of  good  qualities ; 
fo  that  in  courfe,  as  is  not  uncommon,  he  would 
appear  with  two  charaSers,  —  very  different 
from  each  other.  If  you  looked  on  the  more  fa- 
vourable fide,  you  would  fee  a  man  of  great  ad- 
drefs,  —  popular  in  his  behaviour,  —  generous, 

—  prince-like  in  his  entertainments  and  expences, 
< —  and,  in  a  word,  fet  off  with  all  fuch  virtues 
and  fhowy  propertiesr,  as  bid  high  for  the  coun- 
tenance and  approbation  of  the  world. 

View  him  iil  another  light,  he  was  an  ambitious^ 
defigning  man,  —  fufpicious  of  all  the  world,  — 
rapacious,  —  implacable  in  his  temper,  —  with- 
out fenfe  of  religion  —  or  feeling  of  humanity. 
^ —  Now,  in  all  fuch  complex  charafters  as  this, 

—  the  way  the  w^orld  ufually  judges  is,  —  to  fum 
up  the  good  and  the  bad  againft  each  other, 
dedu£t  the  leffer  of  thefe  articles  from  the  great- 
er, and  (as  we  do  in  pafling  other  accounts)  give 
credit  to  the  man  for  what  remains  upon  the 
balance.  —  Now,  though  this  feems  ^  fair,  —  yet 
I  fear  it  is  often  a  fallacious  reckoning,  —  which, 
tho*  it  may  ferve  in  many  ordinary  cafes  of  private 
life,  yet  will  not  hold  good  in  the  more  notorious 
inftances  of  men's  lives,  efpecially  when  fo  com- 
plicated  with  good  and  bad,  as  to  exceed  all  com- 
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mon  bounds  and  proportions.  —  Not  to  be  de- 
ceived in  fuch  cafes,  we  muft  work  by  a  different 
rule ;  which,  though  it  may  appear  lefs  candid^ 
yet,  to  make  amends,  I  am  perfuaded  will 
bring  us  in  general  much  nearer  to  the  thing  we 
want,  —  which  is  truth  ;  the  way  to  which  is, 
«= —  in  all  judgments  of  this  kind,  to  diflinguifh 
and  carry  in  your  eye  the  principal  and  ruling 
paffion  whigh  leads  the  charader,  ~  and  feparat'e 
that  from  the  other  parts  of  it ;  —  and  then  take 
notice,  how  far  his  other  qualities,  good  and  bad, 
are  brouglit  to  ferve  and  fupport  that.  For  want 
of  this  diftinclion,  we  often  think  ourfelves  in- 
confiftent  creatures  when  we-  are  the  farthcfl 
from  it ;  and  all  the  variety  of  fliapes  and  contri^t 
diftory  appearances  we  put  on,  are  in  truth  but 
fo  many  different  attempts  to  gratify  the  fame 
governing  appetite. 

With  this  clew,  let  us  endeavour  to  unravel 
this  chara6ler  of  Herod  as  here  given. 

The  firft  thing  v/hich  ftrikes  one  in  it,  is  Ambi- 
tion^  an  immoderate  thirft,  ^s  well  as  jealoufy, 
of  power,  How  inconfiftent  foever  in  other 
parts,  his  charafter  appears  invariable  in  this,  — 
and  every  action  of  his  life  was  true  to  it.  —  From 
hence  we  may  venture  to  conclude,  that  this  was 
his  ruling  paffion  ;  —  and  that  moft,  if  not  all  the 
other  wheels,  were  put  in  motion  by  this  firfi 
fpring.  Not  let  us  eonfider  how  far  this  was  the 
cafe  in  fad. 

To  begin  with  the  worfl  part  of  him,  —  I  faid 
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he  was  a  man  of  no  fenfe  of  religion,  or  at  lead 
no  other  fenfe  of  it  but  that  which  ferved  his 
turn  ;  —  for  he  is  recorded  to  have  built  temples 
in  Judea,  and  erefted  images  in  them  for  idola- 
trous w^orfiiip,  ^  not  from  a  perfuafion  of  doing 
right,  for  he  was  bred  a  Jew,  and  confequentiy 
taught  to  abhor  all  idolatry  ;  but  he  v/as  in 
truth  facrificing  all  this  time  to  a  greater  idol  of 
Jtiis  own, " —  his  ruling  paffion  ;  for,  if  we  may 
truft  Jofephus,  his  foie  view  in  fo  grofs  a  compli- 
ance was  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  Auguftus  and 
the  great  men  of  Rome,  from  whom  he  held  his 
power.  —  With  this  he  was  greedy  and  rapacious. 
* —  How  could  he  be  otherwife,  with  fo  devouring 
an  appetite  as  ambition  to  provide  for  ?  —  He 
was  jealous  in  his  nature,  and  fufpicious  of  all  the 
world.  Shew  me  an  ambitious  man  that  is  not 
fo  ;  for  as  fuch  a  man's  hand,  like  lihmaers,  is 
againft  every  man,  he  concludes,  that  every 
man's  hand  in  courfe  is  againft  him. 

Few  men  were  ever  guilty  of  more  alloniiliing 
acts  of  cruelty  ;  —  and  yet  the  particular  inftances 
of  tliem  in  Herod  v/ere  fuch  as  he  vras  hurried 
into  by  the  alarms  this  waking  paffion  perpetually 
gave  him.  He  put  the  whole  Sanhedrim  to  the 
fvvord,  —  fparing  neither  age,  wifdouj.,  nor 
merit!  —  One  cannot  Juppofe  fi  mply  from  an 
inclination  to  cruelty :  —  no ;  —  they  had  oppofed 
the  eftablifhment  of  his  power  at  Jerufalem. 

Hisown  fons,two  hopeful  youths,  he  cut  oft'by  a 
public  execution!  —  The  worft  men  have  natural 
3  affix- 
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affeftion  ;  and  fuch  a  ftroke  as  this  would  run 
fo  contrary  to  the  natural  workings  of  it,  that  you 
are  forced  to  fuppofe  the  impulfe  of  fome  more 
violent  inclination  to  over -rule  and  conquer  it.  — 
And  fo  it  w^as  ;  for  the  Jewifh  hiftorian  tells  us, 
^twas  jealoufy  of  power,  his  darhng  objeft,  ^ —  of 
which  he  feared  they  would  one  day  or  other  dif- 
poffefs  him  :  —  fufficient  iuducem.ent  to  tranfport 
a  man  of  fuch  a  temper  into  the  bioodiell  exceffes. 

Thus  far  this  one  fatal  and  extravagant  paf-- 
fion  accounts  for  the  dark  fide  of  Herod's  cha- 
raften  This  governing  principle  being  firft  laid 
open,  — all  his  other  bad  actions  follov/  in  courfe, 
like  fo  many  fymptomatic  complaints  from  the 
fame  diflemper. 

Let  us  fee  if  this  was  not  the  cafe  even  of  his 
virtues  too. 

At  firft  fight,  it  feems  a  myftery  how  a  man 
fo  black  as  Herod  has  been  thus  far  defcribed^ 

—  fliould  be  able  to  fupport  himfelf  in  the  favour 
and  friendfhip  of  fo  wife  and  penetrating  a  body  of 
men  as  the  Roman  fenate,  of  whom  he  held  his 
power  !  To  counterbalance  the  weight  of  fo  bad 
and  detefted  a  character,  —  and  be  able  to  bear 
it  up  as  Herod  did,  one  would  think  he  muft  have 
been  mafter  of  fome  great  fecret,  worth  enquiring 
after.  —  He  was  fo.  But  that  fecret  was  no 
other  than  what  appears  on  this  reverfe  of  his 
charafter.  —  He  was  a  perfon  of  great  addrefs  ; 

—  popular  in  his  outward  behaviour.  —  He  was 
generouS;,  princc-Hke  in  his  entertainments  and 

expences. 


SERMON  IX.  123 

expences.  The  world  was  then  as  corruptj  at 
leait,  as  now,  —  and  Herod  imderftood  it ;  — 
knew  at  what  price  it  was  to  be  bought^  —  and 
what  quahties  would  bid  the  higheft  for  its  good 
word  and  approbation. 

And,  in  truth,  he  judged  this  matter  fo  well^ 
—  that,  notwithftanding  the  general  odium  and 
prepofleflion  which  arofe  againft  fo  hateful  a  cha- 
rader,  —  in  fpite  of  all  the  impreffions  from  fo 
many  repeated  complaints  of  his  cruelties  and  op- 
preffions,  —  he  yet  Hemmed  the  torrent;  —  and, 
by  the  fpecious  difplay  of  thefe  popular  virtues, 
bore  himfelf  up  againft  it  all  his  life:~fo  that, 
at  length,  when  he  was  fumrnoned  to  Rome  to 
anfwer  for  his  crimes,  —  Jofeplius  tells  us,  — 
that  by  the  m.ere  magnificence  of  hia  expences,  — . 
and  the  apparent  generofity  of  his  behaviour,  he 
entirely  confuted  the  whole  charge ;  —  and  fo  in- 
gratiated himfelf  with  the  Roman  fenate,  —  and 
won  the  heart  of  Aaguftus  (as  he  had  that  of  An- 
thony before)  that  he  ever  after  had  his  favour 
and  kindnefs  :  —  v/hich  I  cannot  mention  with- 
out adding,  that  it  is  an  eternal  ftain  upon  the 
charafter  and  memory  of  Auguftus,  that  he  fold 
his  countenance  and  protedion  to  fo  bad  a  man^ 
for  fo  mean  and  bafe  a  confideration^ 

From  this  point  of  view,  if  we  look  back  upon 
Herod,  —  his  beft  qualities  will  fiirink  into  little 
room  ;  and  how  glittering  foever  in  appearance, 
when  brought  to  this  balance,  are  found  wanting. 
And  in  truth,  if  we  would  not  willingly  be  de- 
ceived 
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ceivcd  in  the  value  of  cinj  virtue  or  fet  of  virtue^; 
in  fo  complex  a  charafter,  —  we  mud  call  them 
to  this  very  account ;  examine  v^hom  they  ferve, 
what  paflion  and  what  principle  they  have  for 
their  mafter.  When  this  is  underftood,  the  whole 
clew  is  unravelled  at  once,  and  the  character  of 
Herod,  as  complicated  as  it  is  given  us  in  hiftory, 

—  when  thus  analyfed,  is  fummed  up  in  three 
words,  —  '  That  he  was  a  man  of  unbounded 
^  ambition,  who  fhuck  at  nothing  to  gratify  it;* 

—  fo  that  not  only  his  vices  vv^ere  minifterial  to  his 
ruling  paffion,  but  his  virtues  too  (if  they  deferve 
the  name)  were  drawn  in,  and  lifted  into  the  fame 
fervice. 

Thus  much  for  the  charafter  of  Herod  ;  — 
the  critical  review  of  which  has  many  obvious 
ufes,  to  which  I  may  truft  you,  having  time  but 
to  mention  that  particular  one  which  firft  led  me 
into  this  examination ;  —  namely.  That  all  ob- 
jeclions  againft  -the  evangelift^s  account  of  this 
day's  flaughter  of  the  Bethlehemitifh  infants,  — 
iVom  the  incredibility  of  fo  horrid  an  account, — ► 
are  filenccd  by  this  account  of  the  man  ;  fmce,  in 
this,  he  acted  but  like  himfelf,  and  juft  fo  as  you 
would  expect  in  the  fame  circumftances,  from 
every  man  of  fo  ambitious  a  head  —  and  fo  bad  a 
heart.  —  Confider,  what  havoc  ambition  has 
made  !  —  how  often  the  fame  tragedy  has  been 
acted  upon  larger  theatres,  —  where  not  only  the 
innocence  of  childhood,  — ■  or  the  grey  hairs  of 
the  aged,  have  found  no  prcteftlon^^  —  but  whole 
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countries,  without  diftinftion,  have  been  put  to 
the  fword  !  or,  what  is  as  cruel,  have  been  driven 
forth  to  nakednefs  and  famine,  to  make  way  for 
new  ones,  under  the  guidance  of  this  palTion.  — » 
For  a  fpecimen  of  this,  reflefl;  upon  the  ftory  re- 
lated by  Plutarch  ;  v/hen,  by  the  order  of  the 
Roman  fenate,  feventy  populous  cities  were  un- 
awares facked  and  defhroyed,  at  one  prefixed 
hour,  by  P.  ^milius  ;  —  by  whom  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  unhappy  people  were  driven  in 
one  day  into  captivity,  —  to  be  fold  to  the  high- 
eft  bidder,  —  to  end  their  days  in  cruel  labour 
and  ariguifh  !  As  aftonifhing  as  the  account  be- 
fore us  is,  it  vanifhes  into  nothing  from  fuch 
views,  fince  it  is  plain,  from  all  hiftory,  that  there 
is  no  wickednefs  too  great  for  fo  unbounded  a 
caufe,  —  and  that  the  moft  horrid  accounts  in 
hiftory  are,  as  I  faid  above,  but  too  probable  ef- 
fects of  it. 

May  God  of  his  mercy  defend  mankind  from 
future  experiments  of  this  kind  !  — -  and  grant 
we  may  make  a  proper  ufe  of  them,  foi-  the  fake 
of  Jefus  Chrift  !  Amen. 


(  ) 
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lOB^S  ACCOUNT  OF  THE   SHORTNESS  AND 
TROUBLES  OF   LIFE  CONSIDERED. 

JOB  XIV.   I,  2. 

Man  that  is  born  of  a  woir.an,  is  cf  few  days,  and  Aill  of 
trouble  ;  —  He  cometli  forth  like  a  flower,  ar  d  is  cut 
down  :  he  fleeth  alfo  as  a  fhadow,  and  continueth  not, 

^J^HERE  is  fomethmg  m  this  refleftion  of  holy 
Job's,  upon  the  fliortnefs  of  life  and  mftabi- 
lity  of  human  alFairs,  fo  beautiful  and  truly  fub- 
lime,  that  one  might  challenge  the  writix.gs  of  the 
moft  celebrated  orators  of  antiquity  to  produce  a 
Ipecimen  of  eloquence  fo  noble  and  thoroughly 
afFefting.  Whether  this  elFed  be  owing  in  fome 
"  meafure  to  the  pathetic  nature  of  the  fubjeO:  re- 
fle&cd  on  ;  or  to  the  eaftern  manner  of  expref- 
fion,  in  a  ftyle  more  exalted  and  fuitable  to  fo 
grer.t  a  fubjed  ;  or,  which  is  the  more  likely  ac- 
count, becaufe  they  are  properly  the  w^ords  of 
that  Being  who  firfh  infpired  man  with  language, 
and  taught  his  mouth  to  utter  ;  who  opened  the 
lips  of  the  dumb,  and  made  the  tongue  of  the  in- 
fant eloquent;  —  to  which  of  thefe  we  are  to 
refer  the  beauty  and  fublimity  of  this,  as  well  as 
that  of  numberlefs  other  paffages  in  holy  writ, 
may  not  feem  now  material ;  but  furely,  without 
thefe  helps  never  man  was  better  quaHfied  to 
make  juft  and  noble  refleftions  upon  the  Ihort- 
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riefs  of  life  and  inftability  of  human  affairs,  than 
Job  was,  who  had  himfelf  waded  through  fuch  a 
a  fea  of  troubles,  and  in  his  palfage  had  encoun- 
tered many  viciflitudes  of  ftorms  and  funlhine, 
and  by  turns  had  felt  both  the  extremes  of  all 
the  happinefs  and  all  the  wretchednefs  that  mor- 
tal man  is  heir  to. 

The  beginning  of  his  days  was  crowned  with 
€very  thing  that  ambition  could  wiih  for  ;  —  he 
was  the  greateft  of  all  the  men  of  the  eaft,  —  had 
large  and  unbounded  poffeffions^and  no  doubt  en- 
joyed all  the  comforts  and  advantages  of  life 
which  they  could  adminifter.  —  Perhaps  you  vv^iii 
fay  a  wife  man  might  not  be  inclined  to  give  a  rull 
loofe  to  this  kind  of  happinefs,  without  fome  bet- 
ter fecurity  for  the  fupport  of  it  than  the  mere 
poiTeffion  of  fuch  goods  of  fortune,  which  often 
flip  from  under  us,  and  fornetimes  unaccountably 
make  themfeives  wings  and  fly  away.  —  But  he 
had  that  fecurity  too;  —  for  the  hand  of  Provi- 
dence which  had  thus  far  protefted,  was  ftill  lead- 
ing him  forwards,  and  feemed  engaged  in  the 
prefervation  and  continuance  of  thele  bleflings* 
—  God  had  fet  a  hedge  about  him,  and  about  all 
that  he  had  on  every  fide  ;  he  had  blelTed  all  the 
works  of  his  hands,  and  his  fubllance  increafed 
every  day.  Indeed  even  with  this  fecurity,  riches 
to  him  that  hath  neither  child  nor  brother,  as  the 
wife  man  obferves,  inftead  of  a  comfort,  prove 
fometimes  a  fore  travel  and  vexation.  —  The 
mind  of  man  is  not  always  fatisfied  with  the  rea- 
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fonable  affurance  of  its  own  enjoyments,  but  will 
look  forwards,  as  if  it  difcovers  fome  imaginary 
void  ;  the  want  of  fome  beloved  objeft  to  fill  his 
place  after  him,  will  often  difquiet  itfeif  in  vain, 
and  fay,  "  For  whom  do  I  labour,  and  bereave 
myfelf  ofreft?'' 

This  bar  to  his  happinefs  God  had  likewife 
taken  aw^ay,  in  bleffing  him  with  a  numerous  oft- 
fpring  of  fons  and  daughters,  the  apparent  inheri- 
tors of  all  his  prefent  happinefs.  —  Pleafmg  reflec- 
tion! to  think  the  bleffings  God  has  indulged  one's 
felf  in,  ftiall  be  handed  and  continued  down  to  a 
m.an's  own  feed!  how  little  does  this  differ  from 
a  fecond  enjoyment  of  them  to  an  affectionate  pa^ 
rent  who  naturally  looks  forward  with  as  flrong 
an  intereft  upon  his  children,  as  if  he  was  to  live 
over  again  in  his  own  pofterity  ! 

What  could  be  wanting  to  finifh  fuch  a  pifture 
of  a  happy  man  ?  Surely  nothing,  except  a  virtu- 
ous difpofition  to  give  a  relifli  to  thefe  bleffings, 
and  direct  him  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  them.  «•-* 
He  had  that  too ;  for  he  was  a  perfefi:  and  up- 
right m.an  ;  one  that  feared  God  and  efchewed 
eviL 

In  the  midft  of  all  this  profperity,  which  was 
as  great  as  could  well  fall  to  the  fhare  of  one  man  ; 
—  v/hilft  all  the  world  looked  gay,  and  fmiled 
upon  him,  and  every  thing  round  him  feemed  to 
promife,  if  poffible,  an  increafe  of  happinefs,  - — 
in  one  inflant  all  is  changed  to  forrow  and  utter 
defpair ! 

It 
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It  pleafed  God,  for  wife  purpofes,  to  blafl:  the 
fortunes  of  his  houfe,  and  cut  off  the  hopes  of  his 
pofterity,  and,  in  one  mournful  day,  to  bring  this 
great  prince  from  his  palace  down  to  the  dung- 
hill. His  flocks  and  herds,  in  which  confifted 
the  abundance  of  his  wealth,  were  part  confumed 
by  a  fire  from  heaven  ;  the  remainder  taken  away 
by  the  fword  of  the  enemy  :  his  fons  and  daugh- 
ters, whom  'tis  natural  to  imagine  fo  good  a  man 
had  fo  brought  up  in  a  fenfe  of  their  duty,  as  to 
give  him  all  reafonable  hopes  of  much  joy  and 
pleafure  in  their  future  lives  :  —  natural  profpeft 
for  a  parent  to  look  forwards  at,  to  recompenfe 
him  for  the  many  cares  and  anxieties  which  their 
infancy  had  cofl  him !  thefe  dear  pledges  of  his 
future  happinefs  were  all,  all  fnatched  from  him  at 
one  blow,  juft  at  the  time  that  one  might  imagine 
they  were  beginning  to  be  the  comfort  and  delight 
of  his  old  age,  which  mofl:  wanted  fuch  fh^ves  to 
lean  on  ;  —  and  as  circumftances  add  to  an  evil, 
fo  they  did  to  this  ;  —  for  it  fell  out,  not  only  by 
a  very  calamitous  accident,  which  was  grievous 
enough  in  itfelf,  but  likewife  upon  the  back  of  his 
other  misfortunes,  when  he  was  ill  prepared  to 
bear  fuch  a  fliock ;  and  what  would  ftiU  add  to  it, 
it  happened  at  an  hour  w^hen  he  had  leaft  reafon  to 
expect  it,  when  he  would  naturally  think  his  child- 
ren fecure  and  out  of  the  way  of  danger  :  —  "  For 
whilft  they  were  feafting  and  making  merry  in 
their  eldeft  brother's  houfe,  a  great  wind  out  of 
VOL*  III.  K  "  the 
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"  the  wildernefs  fmote  the  four  corners  of  the 
^'  hoiife,  and  it  fell  upon  them.'" 

Such  a  concurrence  of  misfortunes  is  not  the 
common  lot  of  many  ;  and  yet  there  are  inftances 
of  fome  who  have  undergone  as  fevere  trials,  and 
bravely  ftruggled  under  them  ;  perhaps  by  natural 
force  of  fpirits^  the  advantages  of  health,  and  the 
cordial  affillance  of  a  friend.  And  with  thefe 
helps,  v/hat  may  not  a  man  fuitain  ?  —  But  this 
was  not  job's  cafe  ;  for  fcarce  had  thefe  evils  fallen 
upon  him,  when  he  was  not  only  borne  dov/n  with 
a  grievous  diftemper  which  afflifted  him  from  the 
crown  of  his  head  to  the  fole  of  his  foot,  but  like- 
wife  h^'s  three  friends,  in  v/hofe  kind  confolations 
he  might  have  found  a  medicine^  • —  even  the  wife 
of  his  bcfom,  whofe  duty  it  was  with  a  gentle  hand 
to  have  fcftened  all  his  forrows,  —  infteadof  do- 
ing this,  they  cruelly  infulted  and  became  the  re- 
proachers  of  his  integrity  !  O  God  !  what  is  man 
when  thou  brnifeft  him.,  and  makeft  his  burden 
heavier,  as  his  ftrergth  grows  lefs  !  —  Who,  that 
had  found  himfelf  thus  an  example  of  the  many 
changes  and  chances  of  this  mortal  life  ;  ~  when 
he  ccnfidercd  himfelf  now  ftripped  and  left  defli- 
tute  of  fo  m.any  valuable  bleffings  which  the  mo- 
ment before  thy  providence  had  poured  upon  his 
head  ;  —  when  he  reflefted  upon  this  gay  delight- 
fome  flruclure,  in  appearance  fo  ftrongly  built,  fo 
pleafmgly  furrounded  with  every  thing  that  cculd 
flatter  his  hopes  and  v/ifhes,  and  beheld  it  ail  le* 

veiled 
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veiled  with  the  ground  in  one  momentj  and  the 
whole  profpect  vanifh  with  it^  like-'lhe  defcriptioii 
of  an  enchantment,  —  who  I  fay  that  had  feen 
and  felt  the  fhock  of  fo  fudden  a  revolution,  would 
not  have  been  furnifhed  with  jufl  and  beautiful 
refleclions  upon  the  occafion,  and  faid  with  Job  in 
the  words  of  the  text,  that  "  Man  that  is  born  of 
a  woman,  is  of  few  days,  and  full  of  mifery  ;  — - 
"  that  he  cometh  forth  liike  a  flower,  and  is  cut  , 
"  down  ;  he  fleeth  alfo  as  a  fliadow,  and  continu- 
^'  eth  not ! 

The  words  of  the  text  are  an  epitome  of  the 
natural  and  moral  vanity  of  man ;  and  contain 
two  diftinft  declarations  concerning  his  ftate  and 
condition  in  each  refpeft. 

Firft,  That  he  is  a  creature  of  few  days ;  and 
fecondly.  That  thofe  days  are  full  of  trouble. 

I  (hall  make  fome  reflections  upon  each  of  thefe 
in  their  order,  and  conclude  with  a  pradical  lef- 
fon  from  the  whole. 

And  firft,  That  he  is  of  few  days.  The  compa- 
rifon  which  Job  makes  ufe  of, '  That  man  cometh 
^  forth  like  a  flower,''  is  extremely  beautiful,  and 
more  to  the  purpofe  than  the  moft  elaborate  prooff 
which  in  truth  the  fubjefl:  will  not  eafily  admit  of ; 
—  the  fliortnefs  of  life  being  a  point  fo  generally 
complained  of  in  all  ages  fmce  the  flood,  and  fo  uni- 
verfally  felt  and  acknowledged  by  the  whole  fpe- 
cies,  as  to  require  no  evidence  beyond  a  fimilitude; 
the  intent  of  which  is  not  fo  much  to  prove  the  fafl:, 
as  to  illuftrate  and  place  it  in  fuch  a  light  as  to  ftrike 
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us,  and  bring  theimpreflion  home  to  ourfelves  in 
a  more  afFeding  manner. 

Man  comes  forth,  fays  Job,  like  a  flower,  and 
is  cut  down ;  —  he  is  fent  into  the  world  the  fair, 
efl:  and  noblefl:  part  of  God's  works,  fafliioned 
after  the  image  of  his  Creator  with  refpeft  to  rea. 
fon  and  the  great  faculties  of  the  mind ;  he  Com- 
eth forth  glorious  as  the  flower  of  the  field  :  as  it 
furpafles  the  vegetable  world  in  beauty,  fo  does 
he  the  animal  world  in  the  glory  and  excellencies 
of  his  nature. 

The  one,  ^ —  if  no  untimely  accident  opprefs  it, 
foon  arrives  at  the  full  period  of  its  perfection, 
is  fuff'ered  to  triumph  for  a  few  moments,  and  is 
plucked  up  by  the  roots  in  the  very  pride  and  gay- 
eft  ftage  of  its  being  :  — •  or,  if  it  happens  to  ef- 
cape  the  hands  of  violence,  in  a  few  days  it  ne- 
ceflariiy  fickens  of  itfelf  and  dies  away. 

Man  likev/ife,  though  his  progrefs  is  flower^ 
and  his  duration  fomething  longer,  yet  the  periods 
of  his  growth  and  declenfion  are  nearly  the  fame, 
both  in  the  nature  and  manner  of  them. 

If  he  efcapes  the  dangers  which  threaten  his 
tender  years,  he  is  foon  got  into  the  full  maturity 
and  ftrength  of  life  ;  and  if  he  is  fo  fortunate  as 
not  to  be  hurried  out  of  it  then  by  accidents,  by 
his  own  folly  and  intemperance  ;  —  if  he  efcapes 
thefe,  he  naturally  decays  of  himfelf ;  —  a  period 
comes  faft  upon  him,  beyond  which  he  was  not 

made  to  laft.  Like  a  flower  or  fruit  which 

niay  be  plucked  up  by  force  before  the  time  of 

their 
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their  maturity,  yet  cannot  be  made  to  outgrow  the 
period  when  they  are  to  fade  and  drop  of  them* 
felves ;  when  that  comes,  the  hand  of  nature  then 
plucks  them  both  off,  and  no  art  of  the  botanill 
can  uphold  the  one,  or  (kill  of  the  phyfician  pre- 
ferve  the  other,  beyond  the  periods  to  which  their 
original  frames  and  conftitutions  were  made  to 
extend*  As  God  has  appointed  and  determined 
the  feveral  growths  and  decays  of  the  vegetable 
race,  fo  he  feems  as  evidently  to  have  prefcribed 
the  fame  laws  to  man,  as  well  as  all  living  creSi- 
tures,  in  the  firft  rudiments  of  which  there  are 
contained  the  fpecific  powers  of  their  growth,  du*' 
ration,  and  extinftion ;  and  when  the  evolutions 
of  thofe  animal  powers  are  exhaufted  and  run 
down,  the  creature  expires  and  dies  of  itfelf,  as 
ripe  fruit  falls  from  the  tree,  or  a  flower  preferved 
beyond  its  bloom  drops  and  periflies  upon  the 
ftalk. 

Thu^  much  for  this  comparlfon  of  Job's,  which, 
though  it  is  very  poetical,  yet  conveys  a  juft  idea 
of  the  thing  referred  to.  — ' —  "  That  he  fleeth  alfo 
"  as  a  (hadow,  and  continueth  not,*'  —  is  no  lefs 
a  faithful  and  fine  reprefentation  of  the  fhortnefs 
and  vanity  of  human  life ;  of  which  one  cannot 
give  a  better  explanation,  than  by  referring  to  the 
original,  from  whence  the  pifture  was  taken.  — ^ 
With  how  quick  a  fucceffion  do  days,  months,  and 
years  pafs  over  our  heads  !  —  how  truly  like  a  lha* 
dow  that  departeth,  do  they  flee  away  infenfibly, 

and  fcarce  leave  an  impreflTion  with  i^!   ^ 

K  3  When 


134  SERMON  X. 

When  we  endeavour  to  call  them  back  by  reflec- 
tion, and  confider  in  what  manner  they  have  gone,, 
how  unable  are  the  bed  of  us  to  give  a  tolerable 
Recount !  —  and  were  it  not  for  fome  of  the  more 
remarkable  flages  which  have  diftinguifhed  a  few 
periods  of  this  rapid  progrefs,  —  we  fliould  look 
back  upon  it  all  as  Nebuchadnezzar  did  upon  his 
dream  when  he  awoke  in  the  morning  :  —  he  was 
fenfible  many  things  had  pafTed,  and  troubled  him 
too,  but  had  palled  on  fo  quickly,  they  had  left 
tio  footfteps  behind,  by  which  he  could  be  enabled 

to  trace  them  back.  Melancholy  account  of" 

the  life  of  man  !  which,  generally  runs  on  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  fcarce  to  allow  time  to  make  reflec- 
tions which  way  it  has  gone  1 

How  many  of  our  firfl;  years  Aide  by  in  the  in- 
nocent fports  of  childhood,  in  which  we  are  not 
able  to  make  refleftions  upon  them  !, —  how  many 
more  thoughtfefs  years  efcape  us  in  our  youth^ 
when  we  are  unwilling  to  do  it,  and  are  fo  eager 
in  the  purfuit  of  pleafure,  as  to  have  no  time  to 
fpare,  to  ftop  and  confider  them  ! 

When  graver  and  riper  years  come  on,  and  v/e 
begin  to  think  it  time  to  reform  and  fet  up  for  men 
of  fenfe  and  conduct,  then  the  bufmefs  and  per- 
plexing interefts  of  this  world,,  and  the  endlefs 
plotting  and  contriving  how  to  make  the  mofl  of 
it,  do  fo  w^holly  employ  us,  that  we  are  too  bufy 
to  make  reflexions  upon  fo  unprofitable  a  fubjeft. 
—  As  families  and  children  increafe,  fo  do  our  af- 
f^^dions,  and  with  them  are  multiplied  our  cares 

10  and 
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and  toils  for  their  prefervation  and  eftablilhment ; 

—  all  which  take  up  our  thoughts  fo  clofely,  and 
poffefs  them  fo  long^  that  we  are  often  overtaken 
by  grey  hairs  before  we  fee  them,  or  have  found 
leifure  to  confider  how  far  we  were  got,  —  what 
w^e  have  been  doing,  - —  and  for  what  purpofe  God 
fent  us  into  the  world  !  As  man  may  juftly  be  faid 
to  be  of  few  days,  confidered  with  refpefl:  to  this 
hafty  fucceffion  of  things,  which  foon  carries  him 
into  the  decline  of  his  life,  —  fo  may  he  likewife  be 
faid  to  flee  like  a  fhadow  and  continue  not,  w^hen 
his  duration  is  compared  with  other  parts  of  God's 
w^orks,  and  even  the  works  of  his  own  hands, 
which  outlaft  him  many  generations  ;  —  whilft  (as 
Homer  obferves)  like  leaves,  one  generation  drops 

—  and  another  fprings  up,  —  to  fall  again  and 
be  forgotten. 

But  when  we  farther  confider  his  days  in  the 
light  in  which  we  ought  chiefly  to  view  them,  as 
they  appear  in.  thy  fight,  O  God  !  with  whom  a 
thoufand  years  are  but  as  yeflierday  j  w^hen  we 
reflect  that  this  hand-breadth  of  fife  is  all  that 
is  meafured  out  to  man  from  that  eternity  for 
which  he  is  created,  how  does  his  fliort  fpan 
vanifli  to  nothing  in  the  comparifon !  ^Tis 
true,  the  greateft  portion  of  time  will  do  the 
famie  when  compared  with  w^hat  is  to  come  ;  and 
therefore  fo  ihort  and  tranfitory  a  one  as  three- 
fcore  years  and  ten,  beyond  which  all  is  declared 
to  be  labour  and  forrow,  may  the  eafier  be  allow- 
ed :  and  yet  how  uncertain  are  we  of  that  portion^ 
'  K  4  iliort 
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fhort  as  It  is !  Do  not  ten  thoufand  accidents  break 
off  the  flender  thread  of  human  life,  long  before  it 
can  be  drawn  out  to  that  extent  ?  —  The  new- 
born babe  falls  down  an  eafy  prey,  and  moulders 
back  again  into  duft,  like  a  tender  bloflbm  put 
forth  in  an  untimely  hour.  —  The  hopeful  youth 
in  the  very  pride  and  beauty  of  his  life  is  cut  off  j 
fome  cruel  diftemper  or  unthought-of  accident 
lays  him  proftrate  upon  the  earth  (to  purfue  Job's 
comparifon)  like  a  blooming  flower,  fmit  and 
Ihrivelled  up  with  a  malignant  blaft.  —  In  this 
ftage  of  life,  chances  multiply  upon  us,  —  the 
feeds  of  diforders  are  fown  by  intemperance  or 
neglect,  —  infeftious  diftempers  are  more  eafily 
contrafted ;  when  contracted,  they  rage  with 
greater  violence,  and  the  fuccefs  in  many  cafes  is 
more  doubtful,  infomuch  that  they  who  have  ex- 
ercifed  themfelves  in  computations  of  this  kind, 
tell  us,  "  That  one  half  of  the  whole  fpecies  which 

are  born  into  the  world,  go  out  of  it  again,  and 
"  are  all  dead  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace  as  the  firft  feven- 

teen  years.'' 

Thefe  reflexions  may  be  fufficient  to  illuftrate 
the  firft  part  of  Job's  declaration,  "  That  man  is  of 
"  few  days/'  Let  us  examine  the  truth  of  the  other, 
^nd  fee  whether  he  is  not  likewife  full  of  trouble. 

And  here  we  muft  not  take  our  account  from 
the  flattering  outfide  of  things,  which  are  ge- 
nerally fet  off  with  a  glittering  appearance 
enough,  efpecially  in  what  is  called  *  Higher 
Life*  —  Nor  can  we  fafely  truft  the  evidence  of 
4  fome 
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fome  of  the  more  merry  and  thoughtlefs 
amongft  us,  who  are  fo  fet  upon  the  enjoy- 
ment  of  life,  as  feldom  to  refleft  on  the  trou- 
bles of  It ;  —  or  who,  perhaps,  becaufe  they 
are  not  yet  come  to  this  portion  of  their  inhe- 
ritance, imagine  it  is  not  their  common  lot.  — 
Nor,  laftly,  are  we  to  form  an  idea  of  it  from 
the  delufive  ftories  of  a  few  of  the  moft  prof- 
perous  pafTengers,  who  have  fortunately  failed 
through  and  efcaped  the  rougher  toils  and  dif- 
treffes :  —  but  we  are  to  take  our  account  from 
a  clofe  furvey  of  human  life,  and  the  real  face 
of  things,  ftript  of  every  thing  that  can  palliate 
or  gild  it  over.  We  muft  hear  the  general 
complaint  of  all  ages,  and  read  the  hiftories 
of  mankind.  If  we  look  into  them,  and  exa- 
mine them  to  the  bottom,  what  do  they  con- 
tain but  the  hiftory  of  fad  and  uncomfortable 
pafTages,  which  a  good-natured  man  cannot 
read  but  with  oppreffion  of  fpirits  !  —  Confider 
the  dreadful  fucceffion  of  wars  in  one  part  or 
other  of  the  earth,  perpetuated  from  one  cen- 
tury to  another  with  fo  little  intermiffion,  that 
mankind  have  fcarce  had  time  to  breathe  from 
them,  fmce  ambition  firft  came  into  the  world  ! 
confider  the  horrid  effe6ts  of  them  in  all  thofe 
barbarous  devaftations  we  read  of,  where  whole 
nations  have  been  put  to  the  fword,  or  have  been 
driven  out  to  nakednefs  and  famine,  to  make 
room  for  new-comers  !  —  Confider  how  great  a 
part  of  our  fpecies,  in  all  ages  doy/n  to  this,  have 

been 
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been  trod  under  the  feet  of  cruel  and  capricious 
tyrants,  who  would  neither  hear  their  cries^  nor 
pity  their  diflrefles  !  —  Confider  flavery,  —  what 
it  is,  —  how  bitter  a  draught,  and  how  many 
millions  have  been  m^ade  to  drink  of  it !  — which^ 
if  it  can  poifon  all  earthly  happinels,  when  exer- 
cifed  barely  upon  our  bodies,  what  mull  it  be 
when  it  comprehends  both  the  flavery  of  body 
and  mind  !  ~  To  conceive  this,  look  into  the 
hiftory  of  the  Romilh  church  and  her  tyrants,  or 
rather  executioners,  who  feem  to  have  taken 
pleafure  in  the  pangs  and  convulfions  of  their 
fellow- creatures  !  - — Examine  the  inquifirion, 
hear  the  melancholy  notes  found  :'d  in  every  ccd  ! 
• — •  Confider  the  anguifli  of  mock  trials,  and  the 
exquifite  tortures  confequent  thereupon,  merci- 
lefsly  inflicted  upon  the  unfDrtunate,  where  the 
racked  and  v/eary  foul  has  fo  often  wifhed  to  take 
its  leave,  —  but  cruelly  not  fulFered  to  depart ! 
—  Confider  how  many  of  thefe  helplefs  wretches 
have  been  hauled  from  thence  in  all  periods  of 
this  t}  ramie  ufarpation,  to  undergo  the  mafia- 
cres  and  flames  to  which  a  falfe  and  a  bloody  re- 
ligion has  condemned  them ! 

If  this  fad  hiftory  and  detail  of  the  more 
public  caafes  of  ihe  miferies  of  man  are  not  fuf- 
ficient,  let  us  behold  him  in  another  light,  with 
refpect  to  the  more  private  caufes  of  them,  and 
fee  whether  he  is  not  full  of  trouble  likev/ife  there, 
and  almoft  born  to  it  as  naturally  as  the  fparks 
fly  upwards.    Ix"  we  confider  man  as  a  creature 

full 
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full  of  wants  and  neceffities,  whether  real  or 
imaginary,  which  he  is  not  able  to  fupply  of 
himfelf,  —  what  a  train  of  difappointments,  vexa- 
tionsj  and  dependencies  are  to  be  feen  iffuing 
from  thence,  to  perplex  and  make  his  be- 
ing uneafy !  —  How  many  joftlings  and  hard 
ftruggles  do  we  undergo,  in  making  our  way  in 
the  world  !  —  How  barbaroufly  held  back  !  — > 
How  often  and  bafely  overthrown,  in  aiming  only 
at  getting  bread  !  ~  How  many  of  us  never  at- 
tain it,  —  at  leaft  not  comfortably,  —  but,  from 
various  and  unknow^n  caufes,  —  eat  it  all  our 
lives  long  in  bitternefs  ! 

If  we  fliift  the  fcene,  and  look  upwards,  to- 
wards thofe  whofe  fituation  in  life  feems  to  place 
them  above  the  forrows  of  this  kind,  yet  w^here 
are  they  exempt  from  others  !  Do  not  all  ranks 
and  conditions  of  men  meet  wdth  fad  accidents 
and  numberlefs  calamities  in  other  refpefts  ? 
which  often  make  them  go  heavily  ail  their  lives 
long ! 

How  many  fall  into  chronical  infirmnfies  which 
render  both  their  days  and  nights  reftlcfs  and  in- 
fupportable  !  —  How  many  of  the  higheft  rank 
are  tore  up  with  ambition,  or  foured  with  difap- 
pointments !  and  how  many  more,  from  a  thou- 
fand  fecret  caufes  of  difquiet,  pine  away  in  filence^ 
and  owe  their  deaths  to  forrow  and  dejeftion  of 
heart !  —  If  v/e  caft  our  eyes  upon  the  lowefi:  clafs 
and  condition  of  life^  — the  fcene  is  more  melan« 
choK'  ftilL —Millions  of  our  fellow-creatures, 
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born  to  no  inheritance  but  poverty  and  trouble^ 
forced  by  the  necelTity  of  their  lots  to  drudgery 
and  painful  employments,  and  hard  fet  with  that 
too,  to  get  enough  to  keep  themfelves  and  fami- 
lies alive  !  —  So  that  upon  the  whole,  when  we 
have  examined  the  true  flate  and  condition  of 
human  life,  and  have  made  fome  allowances  for 
a  few  fugacious,  deceitful  pleafures,   there  is 
fcarce  any  thing  to  be  found  which  contradicts 
Job's  defcription  of  it.  —  Whichever  way  we  look 
abroad,  we  fee  fome  legible  characters  of  what 
God  firft  denounced  againft  us,  "  That  in  for- 
row  we  fhould  eat  our  bread,  till  we  return  to 
the  ground  from  whence  we  were  taken 
But  fome  one  will  fay.  Why  are  we  thus  to  be 
put  out  of  love  with  human  life  ?    To  what 
purpofe  is  it  to  expofe  the  dark  fides  of  it  to  us,  or 
enlarge  upon  the  infirmities  which  are  natural  ^ 
and  consequently  out  of  our  power  to  redrefs  ? 

I  anfwer.  That  the  fubjefl:  is  never thelefs  of 
great  importance,  fmce  it  is  neceffary  every  crea- 
ture fhould  underftand  his  prefent  ftate  and  con- 
dition, to  put  him  in  mind  of  behaving  fuitably 
to  it.  — Does  not  an  impartial  furvey  of  man,  — 
the  holding  up  this  glafs  to  fhew  him  his  defefts 
and  natural  infirmities,  naturally  tend  to  cure  his 
pride,  and  clothe  him  with  humility  ?  w^hich  is  a 
drefs  that  beft  becomes  a  fiiort-lived  and  a 
wTetched  creature,  —  Does  not  the  confideration 

*  Moft  of  thefe  refle£lions  upon  the  miTeries  of  life  are 
taken  from  Woollaft  on. 

,  of 


SERMON  X. 


of  the  Ihortnefs  of  our  life,  convince  us  of  the 
wifdom  of  dedicating  fo  fmall  a  portion  to  the 
great  purpofes  of  eternity  ? 

Laftly,  When  we  refledt  that  this  fpan  of  life, 
fhort  as  it  is,  is  chequered  with  fo  many  troubles, 
that  there  is  nothing  in  this  world  fprings  up,  or 
can  be  enjoyed  without  a  mixture  of  forrow,  how 
infenfibly  does  it  incline  us  to  turn  our  eyes  and 
affeftions  from  fo  gloomy  a  profpeft,  and  fix 
them  upon  that  happier  country,  where  afflidions 
cannot  follow  us,  and  where  God  will  wipe 
away  all  tears  from  off  our  faces  for  ever  and 
ever !  Amen, 
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if  any  man  among  you  feem  to  be  religious,  and  bridlelh  not 
his  tongue,  but  deceiveth  his  own  heart,  that  man's  relir 
gion  is  vain, 

OF  the  many  duties  owing  both  to  God  and 
our  neighbour,  there  are  fcarce  any  men  fo 
bad  as  not  to  acquit  themfelves  of  fome  j  and 
few  fo  good,  I  fear,  as  to  praclife  all, 

Every  man  feems  willing  enough  to  com- 
pound the  matter,  and  adopt  fo  much  of  the 
fyftem  as  will  leaft  interfere  with  his  principal 
and  ruling  paffion  j  and  for  thofe  parts  which 
would  occafion  a  more  troublefome  oppofi- 
tion,  to  confider  them  as  hard  fayings,  and  fo 
leave  them  for  thofe  to  praftife,  whofe  natural 
tempers  are  better  fuited  to  the  ftruggle ;  fo 
that  a  man  fhould  be  covetous,  oppreffive,  re- 
vengeful, neither  a  lover  of  truth  nor  common 
honefly,  and  yet  at  the  fame  time  fliall  be 
'very  religious,  and  fo  fanftified,  as  not  once  - 
to  fail  of  paying  his  morning  and  evening 
facrifice  to  God.  So»  on  the  other  hand,  a 
man  fliall  live  without  God  in  the  world, 
have  neither  any  great  fenfe  of  religion,  nor 
indeed  pretend  to  have  any,  and  yet  be  of 
niceft  honour,  confcientioufly  juft  and  fair 
in   all   his   dealings.     And   here  it  is  that 
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men  generally  betray  themfelves,  deceiving,  as 
the  apoftie  fays,  their  own  hearts  ;  of  which 
the  inftances  are  fo  various,  in  one  degree  or 
other,  throughout  human  life,  that  one  might 
lafely  fay,  the  bulk  of  mankind  live  in  fuch  a 
contradiction  to  themfelves,  that  there  is  no 
character  fo  hard  to  be  met  with  as  one  which, 
upon  a  critical  examination,  will  appear  alto- 
gether uniform,  and  in  every  point  confiftent  with 

If  fuch  a  contraft  was  only  obfervable  in  the 
different  ftages  of  a  man's  life,  it  would  ceafe 
to  be  either  a  matter  of  w^onder  or  of  juft  re- 
proach. Age,  experience,  and  much  refletlion, 
may  naturally  enough  be  fuppofed  to  alter  a 
man's  fenfe  of  things,  and  fo  entirely  to  transform 
him,  that  not  only  in  outward  appearances,  but  in 
the  very  caft  and  turn  of  his  mind,  he  may  be 
as  unlike  and  diiferent  from  the  man  he  was 
twenty  or  thirty  years  ago,  as  he  ever  was  from 
any  thing  of  his  own  fpecies.  This,  I  fay,  is 
naturally  to  be  accounted  for,  and  in  feme 
cafes  might  be  praifeworthy  too ;  but  the 
obfervation  is  to  be  made  of  men  in  the  fame 
period  of  their  lives,  that  in  the  fame  day, 
fom.erimes  in  the  very  fame  aftion,  they  are 
utterly  inconfiftent  and  irreconcileable  with 
themfelves.  —  Look  at  a  man  in  one  light, 
and  he  ihali  fet:m  wife,  penetrating,  difcreet, 
and  brave ;  behold  him  in  another  point  qf 
view^    and  you  fee  a  creature  all  over  folly 
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and  indifcretion,  weak  and  timorous  as  cowar- 
dice and  indifcretion  can  make  him.  A  man 
lhall  appear  gentle,  courteous,  and  benevolent 
to  all  mankind  :  follow  him  into  his  own  houfe, 
may  be  you  fee  a  tyrant,  morofe  and  favage 
to  all  whofe  happinefs  depends  upon  his  kindnefs. 
A  third  in  his  general  behaviour  is  found  to  be 
generous,  difmterefted,  humane,  and  friendly  : 
—  hear  but  the  fad  ftory  of  the  friendlefs  orphans, 
too  creduloufly  trufting  all  their  little  fubftance 
into  his  hands,  and  he  lhall  appear  more  fordid, 
more  pitylefs  and  unjuft  than  the  injured  them- 
felves  have  bitternefs  to  paint  him.  Another 
fhall  be  charitable  to  the  poor,  uncharitable  in  his 
cenfures  and  opinions  of  all  the  reft  of  the  world 
befides ;  —  temperate  in  his  appetites,  intem- 
perate in  his  tongue :  fliall  have  too  much  con- 
fcience  and  religion  to  cheat  the  man  who  trufts 
him,  and,  perhaps,  as  far  as  the  bufmefs  of  debt- 
or and  creditor  extends,  fhall  be  juft  and  fcrupu- 
lous  to  the  uttermoft  mite  ;  yet,  in  matters  of  full 
as  great  concern,  where  he  is  to  have  the  hand- 
ling of  the  party's  reputation  and  good  name, — 
the  deareft  the  tendereft  property  the  man  has, 
he  will  do  him  irreparable  damage,  and  rob  him 
there  without  meafure  or  pity. 

And  this  feems  to  be  that  particular  piece 
of  inconfiftency  and  contradiction  which  the 
text  is  levelled  at,  in  which  the  words  feem 
fo  pointed,  as  if  St.  James  had  known  more 
flagrant   inftances  of  this  kind  of  delufion 

thai) 


SERMON   XL  145 

than  what  had  fallen  under  the  obfervation 
of  any  of  the  reft  of  the  apoftles  ;  he  being  more 
remarkably  vehement  and  copious  Upon  that  fub- 
jeft  than  any  other. 

Doubtlefs,  fome  of  his  converts  had  been  no- 
torioufly  wicked  and  licentious  in  this  remorfelefs 
practice  of  defamation  and  evil-fpeaking.  Per- 
haps the  holy  man,  though  fpotlefs  as  an  angel 
(for  no  charafter  is  too  facred  for  calumny  to 
blacken)  had  grieVoufly  fuftered  himfeif,  and^  as 
his  blelTed  Mafter  foretold  him,  had  been  cruelly 
reviled  and  eVilfpoken  of. 

All  his  labours  in  the  gofpel,  his  unaffe£led 
and  perpetual  folicitude  for  the  prefervation  of 
his  flock,  his  watchings  and  faftings,  his  poverty, 
his  natural  fimplicity  and  innocence  of  Hfe,  all 
perhaps  were  not  enough  to  defend  him  from 
this  unruly  v/eapon,  fo  full  of  deadly  poifon  :  — ► 
and  what,  in  all  likelihood,  mJght  move  his  for- 
row  and  indignation  more,  fome  who  feemed  the 
moft  devout  and  zealous  of  all  his  converts,  were 
the  m.oft  mercilefs  and  uncharitable  in  that  refpedl : 
having  a  form  of  godlinefs,  full  of  bitter  envyings 
and  ftrife. 

With  fuch  it  is  that  he  expoftulates  fo  largely 
in  the  third  chapter  of  his  epiftle  :  and  there  is 
fomething  in  his  vivacity  tempered  v/ith  fuch 
affeftion  and  concern,  aswell  fuited  the  charafter 
of  an  infpired  man.  My  brethren,  fays  the  apof- 
tle,  thefe  things  ought  not  to  be.  —  The  wifdom 
that  is  from  above  is  pure,  peaceable^  gentle^  full 
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of  mercy,  without  partiality,  without  hypocniy.- 
—  The  wifdom  from  above,  — -  that  heavenly  re- 
ligion which  I  have  preached  to  you,  is  pure^ 
alike,  and  CGnfiftert  with  Itfelf  in  all  its  parts  ; 
like  its  great  Author,  ^tis  univerfally  kind  and 
benevolent  in  all  cafes  and  circumftances.  Its 
firfh  glad  tidings  wer-e  peace  upon  earth,  good- 
will towards  men  ;  its  chief  corner-ftone,  its  moil 
diftinguifhing  character  is  Love,  —  that  kind 
principle  which  brought  it  down,  in  the  pure  ex- 
ercife  of  which  confills  the  chief  enjoyment  of 
Heaven,  from  whence  it  came.  But  this  prac- 
tice, my  brethren,  cometh  not  from  above,  but  it 
is  earthly,  fenfual,  devihfli,  full  of  confufion  and 
every  evil  work*  RefleO;  then  a  moment  :  — 
Can  a  fountain  fend  forth,  at  the  fame  place.^ 
fweet  water  and  bitter  ?  Can  the  fig-tree,  my 
brethren,  bear  olive  berries  ?  either  a  vine,  figs  ? 
Lay  your  hands  upon  your  hearts,  and  let  your 
confciences  fpeak.  —  Ought  not  the  fame  jufl 
principle,  which  reftrains  you  from  cruelty  and 
wrong  in  one  cafe,  equally  to  withhold  you  from 
it  in  another  ?  —  Should  not  charity  and  good- 
will, like  the  principle  of  life,  circulating  through 
the  fmallefl  velTels  in  every  member,  ought  it  not 
to  operate  as  regularly  upon  you  throughout,  as 
well  upon  your  words  as  upon  your  aftions  ? 

If  a  man  is  wife  and  endued  with  knowledge, 
let  him  fhew  it  out  of  a  good  converfation,  with 
meeknefs  of  wufdom.  But>  —  if  any  mar> 
aijiongft  you  fcemeth  to  be  religiou^s  ~(feemeth 
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to  be,  —  for  truly  religious  he  cannot  be)  —  and 
bridleth  not  his  tongue,  but  deceiveth  his  own 
heart,  this  man's  religion  is  vain.  ~  This  is  the 
full  force  of  St.  James's  reafoning,  upon  which  I 
have  dwelt  the  more,  it  being  the  foundation 
upon  v/hich  is  grounded  this  clear  decifion  of  the 
matter  left  us  in  the  text :  —  in  which  the  apoftle 
feem.s  to  have  fet  the  two  characters  of  a  faint: 
and  a  flanderer  at  fuch  variance,  that  one  v/ouid 
have  thought  they  could  never  have  had  a  heart 
to  have  met  together  again.  But  there  are  no 
alliances  too  ftrange  for  this  world,  < —  How 
many  may  we  obferve  every  day,  even  of  the 
gentler  fex  as  well  as  our  ov/n,  who,  without 
conviction  of  doing  much  wrong,  in  the  midft  of 
a  full  career  of  calumny  and  defamation,  rife  up 
punftual  at  the  ftated  hour  of  prayer,  leave  the 
cruel  ftory  half  untold  till  they  return  ;  —  go^ 
—  and  kneel  down  before  the  throne  of  Heaven, 
thank  God  that  he  had  not  made  them  like 
others,  and  that  his  Holy  Spirit  had  enabled 
them  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  day  in  fo  chrif- 
tian  and  confcientious  a  manner. 

This  delufive  itch  for  flander,  too  common  in 
all  ranks  of  people,  whether  to  gratify  a  little  un- 
generous refentment ;  whether  oftener  out  of  a 
principle  of  levelling,  from  a  narrownefs  and  po- 
verty of  foul,  ever  impatient  of  merit  and  fuperi- 
ority  in  others ;  —  whether  from  a  m.ean  ambi- 
tion, or  the  infatiate  luft  of  being  v/itty  (a  talent 
in  which  ill-nature  and  malice  are  no  ingredi« 
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ents)  ;  —  or  laflly,  whether  from  a  natural 
cruelty  of  difpofition,  abftrafted  from  all  views 
and  confiderations  of  felf :  —  to  which  one,  or 
whether  to  all  jointly,  we  are  indebted  for  this 
contagious  malady,  thus  much  is  certain,  from 
-ivhatever  feeds  it  fprings,  the  growth  and  progrefs 
of  it  areas  deftrucHve  to  as  they  are  unbecoming 
a  civilized  people.  To  pafs  a  hard  and  ill-natured 
reiiedtion  upon  an  undefigning  aftion  :  —  to 
invent,  or  which  is  equally  bad,  to  propagate  a 
vexatious  report  without  colour  and  grounds  ;  — 
to  plunder  an  innocent  man  of  his  charafter  and 
good  name,  a  jewel  which,  perhaps  he  has  ftarved 
himfelf  to  purchafe,  and  pfobably  would  hazard 
his  life  to  fecure  ;  —  to  rob  him  at  the  fame  time 
of  his  happinefs  and  peace  of  mxind,  perhaps  his 
bread,  —  the  bread,  may  be,  of  a  virtuous  family ; 
and  all  this,  as  Solomon  fays  of  the  madman 
who  cafteth  firebrands,  arrows,  and  death,  and 
faith,  Am  I  not  in  fport  ?  all  this  out  of  wanton- 
Hefs,  and  oftener  from  v/orfe  motives,  —  the 
whole  appears  fach  a  complication  of  badnefs,  as 
requires  no  w^ords  or  w^armth  of  fancy  to  aggra- 
vate. Pride,  treachery,  envy,  hypocrify,  m.alice, 
cruelty,  and  felf-love,  may  have  been  faid,  in  one 
fhape  or  other,  to  have  oceafioned  all  the  frauds 
and  mifchiefs  that  ever  happened  in  the  world  ; 
but  the  chances  againft  a  coincidence  of  them 
all  in  one  perfon  are  fo  many,  that  one  would 
have  fuppofed  the  character  of  a  common  flan- 
derer  as  rare  and  difficult  a  production  in  nature 
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as  that  of  a  great  genius,  which  feldom  happens 
above  once  in  an  age. 

But  whatever  was  the  cafe  when  St.  James 
wrote  his  epiftle,  we  have  been  very  fuccefsful 
in  later  days,  and  have  found  out  the  art,  by 
a  proper  management  of  Hght  and  fhade,  to 
compound  all  thefe  vices  together,  fo  as  to  give 
body  and  ftrength  to  the  whole,  whilft  no  one 
but  a  difcerning  artift  is  able  to  difcoyer  the  la- 
bours that  join  in  finifhing  the  picture  ;  —  and, 
indeed,  like  many  other  bad  originals  in  the 
world,  —  it  ftands  in  need  of  all  the  difguife  it 
has.  —  For  who  could  be  enamoured  of  a  cha- 
racter made  up  of  fo  loathfome  a  compound,  — 
could  they  behold  it  naked,  —  in  its  crooked  and 
deformed  fhape,  with  all  its  natural  and  deteft- 
ed  infirmities  laid  open  to  public  view  ? 

And,  therefore,  it  v/ere  to  be  wifhed,  that  one 
would  do  in  this  malignant  cafe  of  the  mind,  — 
what  is  generally  done  for  the  public  good  in  the 
more  malignant  and  epidemical  cafes  of  the 
body  ;  —  that  is,  —  When  they  are  found  in- 
fectious, —  to  write  a  hiftory  of  the  diflemper^ 
—  and  afcertain  all  the  fymptoms  of  the  malady, 
fo  that  every  one  might  know  whom  he  might 
venture  to  go  near,  with  tolerable  fafety  to  him.- 
felf.  —  But  alas  !  the  fymptom^s  of  this  appear  in 
fo  many  ftrange  and  contradiftory  fhapes,  and 
vary  fo  wonderfully  with  the  temper  and  habit  of 
the  patient,  that  they  are  not  to  be  clafied,  nor 
reduced  to  any  one  regular  fyftem, 
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Ten  thoufand  are  the  vehicles  in  which  this 
deadly  poifon  is  prepared  and  communicated  to 
the  world  ;  ^ —  and,  by  fome  artful  hands,  ^tis 
done  by  fo  fubtle  and  nice  an  infufion,  that  it  is 
net  to  be  tailed  or  difcovered  but  by  its  eftefts. 

Kow  frequently  is  the  honefty  and  integrity  bf 
a  man  difpofed  of  by  a  fmile  or  a  flirug  !  —  How 
many  good  and  generous  aflions  have  been  funk 
into  oblivion  by  a  diftruftful  look  !  —  or  (lamped 
with  the  imputation  of  proceeding  from  bad  mo- 
tives, by  a  myflerious  and  feafonable  whifper  ! 

Look  into  companies  of  thofe  whofe  g€ntle 
natures  ihould  difarm  them,  —  we  fhall  find  no 
better  account,  —  How  large  a  portion  of  chaftity 
is  fexit  out  of  the  world  by  diflant  hints,  —  nod- 
ded away,  and  cruelly  winked  into  fufpicion  by 
the  envy  of  thofe  who  are  pad  all  temptation  of 
it  themfelves  !  —  -How  often  does  the  reputation 
of  a  helplefs  creature  bleed  by  report,  —  which 
the  party  who  is  at  the  pains  to  propagate  it,  be- 
holds with  much  pity  and  fellow-feeling  !  — » that 
fhe  is  heartily  ferry  for  it,  —  hopes  in  God  it  is 
not  true  !  —  however,  as  Archbifhop  Tillotfon 
wittily  obferves  upon  it^  is  refolved,  in  the  mean 
time,  to  give  the  report  her  pafs,  that  at  lead  it 
may  have  fair  play  to  take  its  fortune  in  the 
world,  —  to  be  believed  or  jiot,  according  to  the 
charity  of  thofe  into  whofe  hands  it  fhall  happen 
to  fall- 
So  fruitful  is  this  vice  in  a  variety  of  experi- 
ments, to  fatiate  as  well  as  difguife  itfelf.    But  if 
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thefe  fmoother  weapons  cut  fo  fore,  —  what  fhall 
we  fay  of  open  and  unblufhing  fcandal,  —  fub- 
jefted  to  no  caution,  —  tied  down  to  no  re- 
ftraints  ?  — •  If  the  one,  Hke  an  arrow  fliot  in  the 
dark,  does  neverthelefs  fo  much  iecret  mifchief, 
' —  this,  Hke  the  peftilence  which  rageth  at  noon- 
day, fweeps  all  before  it,  levelling  without  dif- 
tinftion  the  good  and  the  bad  ;  a  thoufand  fall 
befide  it,  and  ten  thoufand  on  its  right  hand  ;  — 
they  fall,  —  fo  rent  and  torn  in  this  tender  part 
of  them,  fo  unmercifully  butchered,  as  fometimes 
never  to  recover  either  the  wounds  or  the  an- 
guifh  of  heart  which  they  have  occafioned. 

But  there  is  nothing  fo  bad  which  will  not  ad« 
mit  of  fomething  to  be  faid  in  its  defence. 

And  here  it  may  be  afked,  —  Whether  the  in- 
conveniences and  ill  effefts  "which  the  world  feels 
from  the  licentiotifnefs  of  this  practice,  are  not 
fufficiently  counterbalanced  by  the  real  influence 
it  has  upon  m.en^s  lives  and  condufi:  ?  — >  That  if 
.  there  was  no  evii»fpeaking  in  the  v/orld,  thoufands 
would  be  encouraged  to  do  ill^  — -  and  v/ould  rufli 
into  many  indecorums,  like  a  horfe  into  the  bat- 
tle, were  they  fure  tp  efcape  the  tongues  of  men* 

That  if  we  take  ^  general  view  of  the  world ^ 
^ —  we  lhall  find  that  a  great  deal  of  virtue,  ~  at 
lead  of  the  outward  appearance  of  it,  — » is  not  fo 
much  from  any  fixed  principle,  as  the  terror  of 
what  the  world  will  fay,  ~  and  the  liberty  it  will 
take  upon  the  occafions  we  fhall  give* 

Thatj  if  we  defcend  to  particulars,  numbers 
L.  4  .  are 
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^re  every  day  taking  more  pains  to  be  well  fpoken 
of,  —  than  vdiat  would  actiially  enable  them  to 
live  fo  as  to  def ^rve  it. 

That  there  are  many  of  both  fexes  who  can 
fupport  life  w^ell  enough  without  honour  and  chaf- 
tity,  —  who,  without  repiitation  (which  is 
tut  the  opinion  which  the  world  has  of  the  matr 
ter)  v/ould  hide  their  headvS  in  fhame,  and  fink 
down  in  utter  defpair  of  happinefs.  —  No  doubt 
the  tongue  is  a  v/eapon  which  does  chaftiie  many 
indecorums,  Vvhich  the  laws  of  men  will  not 
reach  ;  —  and  keeps  many  in  awe,  —  whom 
confcience  will  not ;  -r-  and  where  the  cafe  is 
indifputably  flagrant,  —  the  fpeaking  of  it  in 
fiich  words  as  it  deferves,  —  fcarce  comes  vvdthiii 
the  prohibition.  — •  In  many  cafes,  'tis  hard  to  ex- 
prefs  ourfelves  fo  as  to  fix  a  diftindion  betwixt 
oppofite  characters  ;  - —  and  fometimes  it  m^ay  be 
as  much  a  debt  we  owe  to  virtue,  and  as  great  a 
piece  of  jufl:ic2  to  expofe  a  vicious  character,  and 
paint  it  in  its  proper  colours,  • — ■  as  it  is  to  fpeak 
well  of  the  deferving,  and  defcribe  his  particular 
virtues.  —  And,  indeed,  when  we  infiicl  this 
punifliment  upon  the  bad,  merely  out  of  princi- 
pie,  and  without  indulgence  to  any  private  pafiion 
of  our  own,  —  Ms  a  cafe  which  happens  fo  fel- 
dom,  that  one  might  venture  to  except  it. 

However,  to  thofe  who  in  this  objection  are 
really  concerned  for  the  caufe  of  virtue,  I  cannot 
help  recommending  what  VvT^uId  much  more 
efFedlually  ferve  her  interefl:>  and  be  a  furer  token 

of 
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of  their  zeal  and  attachment  to  her  ;  and  that  is, 
— -  in  all  fuch  plain  inftances  where  it  feems  to  be 
duty,  to  fix  a  diftin&ion  betwixt  the  good  and 
the  bad ;  —  to  let  their  actions  fpeak  it  inftead  of 
their  words,  or  at  leaft  to  let  them  both  fpeak  one 
language.  We  all  of  us  talk  fo  loud  againft  vi- 
cious charafters,  and  are  fo  unanimous  in  our 
cry  againft  them,  —  that  an  unexperienced  man, 
who  only  trufted  his  ears,  would  imagine  the 
whole  world  was  in  an  uproar  about  it,  —  and 
that  mankind  were  all  aflbciating  together,  to 
hunt  vice  utterly  out  of  the  world,  —  Shift 
the  fcene,  and  let  him  behold  the  reception 
which  vice  meets  with  ;  — ^  he  will  fee  the  con^ 
dufl:  and  behaviour  of  the  world  towards  it,  fo 
oppofite  to  their  declarations  :  —  he  wdll  find  all 
he  heard,  fo  contradicted  by  what  he  faw,  —  as  to 
leave  him  in  doubt  which  of  his  fenfes  he  is  to 
truft, —  or  in  v/hichof  the  two  cafes  mankind  v/ere 
really  in  earneft.  Was  there  virtue  enough  in  the 
world  to  make  a  general  ftand  againft  this  con- 
tradiction ;  —  that  is,  —  v/as  every  one  w^ho  de- 
ferved  to  be  ill  fpoken  of,  — -  fure  to  be  ill  looked 
on  too  ;  —  was  it  a  -certain  confequence  of  the 
lofs  of  a  man's  charafter,  —  to  iofe  his  friends, 
. — ■  to  lofe  the  advantages  of  his  birth  and  fortune, 
—  and  thenceforth  be  univerfally  fliunned,  unu 
yerfally  flighted  ;  — 

■  Was  no  quality  a  flielter  againft  the  indeco- 
rums of  the  other  fex,  but  was  everv  woman 
without  diftindion  who  had  juilly  forfeited  her 
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reputation^  —  from  that  moment  was  flie  lure  to 
forfeit  likev/ife  all  claim  to  civility  and  refpeft  ;  — 
Or^  in  a  word,  could  it  be  eftabliflied  as  a  law 
in  our  ceremxonial, that  wherever  charafters 
in  either  fex  were  become  notorious,  —  it  fhould 
be  deemed  infam_ous  either  to  pay  or  receive  a 
vifit  from  them,  and  the  door  were  to  be  Ihut 
rigainfl  them  in  all  public  places,  till  they  had  fa-^ 
tisfied  the  v/orld  by  giving  teftimony  of  a  better 
life,  —  a  few  inch  plain  and  honeft  maxims  faith- 
fully put  in  practice,  —  would  force  us  upon 
fome  degree  of  reformation.  Till  this  is  done,  — 
it  avails  little  that  we  have  no  mercy  upon  them 
Vvdth  our  tongues,  fmce  they  efcape  v/ithout  feel- 
ing any  other  inconvenience. 

We  all  cry  out  that  the  world  is  corrupt ;  —  and 
I  fear  too  juftly  :  —  but  we  never  reflecl  what  we 
have  to  thank  for  it,  and  that  our  open  counte- 
*  nance  of  vice,  which  gives  the  lie  to  our  private 
cenfures  of  it,  is  its  chief  proteftion  and  encou- 
ragement. —  To  thofe  however  who  Hill  believe 
that  evil-fpeaking  is  fome  terror  to  evil-doers,  one 
may  anfwer,  as  a  great  man  has  done  upon  the 
occafion,  —  That  after  all  our  exhortations  againfl 
it,  —  'tis  not  to  be  feared,  but  that  there  will 
be  evil-fpeaking  enough  left  in  the  world  to  chaf- 
life  the  guilty ;  *—  and  we  may  fafely  truft  them 
to  an  ill  natured  world,  that  there  will  be  no 
failure  of  juftice  upon  this  fcore.  —  The  pafTions 
of  men  are  pretty  fevere  executioners ;  and  to 
them  let  us  leave  this  ungrateful  talk,  —  and  ra- 
ther 
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ther  curfelves  endeavour  to  cultivate  that  more 
friendly  one,  recommended  by  the  apoftle,  —  of 
letting  all  bitteraefs,  and  wrath,  and  clamour,  and 
eviLfpeaking,  be  put  away  from  us  ;  —  of  being 
kind  to  one  another,  tender-hearted,  forgiving 
one  another,  even  as  God,  for  Chrift's  fake,  for- 
gave us.  Amen. 


(    15^  ) 
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ioseph's  history  considered, 
forgiveness  of  'injuries.. 

GENESIS   L.  15, 

And  when  Jofeph's  brethren  faw  that  their  f^ither  was  dead^ 
they  faid,  Jofeph  will  peradventure  hate  us,  and  will  cer- 
tainly requite  us  ail  the  evils  which  we  did  unto  him, 

^J^^HERE  are  few  inftances  of  the  exercife  of 
particular  virtues  which  feeni  harder  to  at* 
tain  to,  or  which  appear  more  amiable  and  en« 
gaging  in  themfelves,  than  thofe  of  moderation 
and  the  forgivenefs  of  injuries ;  and,  when  the 
temptations  againll:  them  happen  to  be  heightened 
by  the  bitternefs  of  a  provocation  on  one  hand, 
and  the  fairnefs  of  an  opportunity  to  retaliate  on 
the  other,  the  inftances  t/je?2  are  truly  great  and 
heroic.    The  words  of  the  text  (which  are  the 
confultation  of  the  fons  of  Jacob  ainongft  them- 
felves  upon  their  father  Ifrael's  death,  v/hen,  be- 
caufe  it  was  in  Jofeph^s  power  to  revenge  the 
deadly  injury  they  had  formerly  done  him,  they 
concluded,  in  courfe,  that  it  was  in  his  intention) 
—  will  lead  us  to  a  beautiful  example  of  this 
kind  in  the  character  and  behaviour  of  Jofeph 
confequent  thereupon  ;  and,  as  it  feems  a  perfect 
and  very  engaging  pattern  of  forbearance,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  make  it  ferve  for  the  ground- 
work 
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work  of  a  difcoiirfe  upon  that  fubjccl.  -  The 

whole  tranfaCiion,  from  the  firll  occafion  given  by 
Jofeph  ill  his  youth,  to  this  lail  ad  of  remiflioiij 
at  the  conckifion  of  his  Hfe,  may  be  faid  to  be  a 
mafter-piece  of  hiftory.  There  is  not  oniy  in  the 
manner  throughout,  fuch  a  happy,  though  un- 
common, mixture  of  fimplicity  and  grandeur, 
which  is  a  double  charafter,  fa  hard  to  be  united 
that  it  is  feldom  to  be  met  with  in  compofitions 
merely  human  ;  —  but  it  is  likewifc  related  with 
the  greateft  variety  of  tender  and  affccling  cireirm- 
fiances,  which  would  afford  matter  for  refieciions 
ufeful  for  the  condud  of  ahiioft  every  pait  and 
ftage  of  a  man^s  Hfe,  —  But  as  the  words  of  the 
text,  as  well  as  the  intention  and  compafs  of  this 
difcourfe  particularly  confine  me  to  fpeal^  only  to 
one  point,  namely,  the  forgivenefs  of  injuries,  it 
will  be  proper  only  to  confider  fuch  circumllrance;^ 
of  the  ftory  as  will  place  this  inftance  of  it  in  its 
juft  light,  and  then  proceed  to  make  a  more  ge- 
neral ufe  of  the  great  example  of  moderation  and 
forbearance  which  it  fets  before  m. 

It  feems  ftrange,  at  firft  fight,  that,  after  the 
fons'  of  Jacob  had  fallen  into  Jofeph's  power^ 
when  they  wTre  forced  by  the  forenefs  of  the  fa- 
mine to  go  down  into  Egypt  to  buy  corn,  and  had 
found  him  too  good  a  man  even  to  expoftulate 
with  them  for  an  injury,  Vvhich  he  feemed  then 
to  have  digefted,  and  pioufly  to  have  relbived  into 
the  over-ruling  providence  of  God,  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  much  people,  hew  they  could  ever 

alter 
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after  queftion  the  uprightnefs  of  hismtentions,  ot 
entertain  the  leaft  fufpicion  that  his  reconciliation 
was  diflembled.  Would  one  have  imagined  that 
the  man  who  had  difcovered  fuch  a  goodnefs  of 
foul,  that  he  fought  where  to  v/eep,  becaufe  he 
could  not  bear  the  ftruggles  of  a  counterfeited 
harfhnefs,  could  ever  be  fufpected  afterwards  of 
intending  a  real  one  ?  — -  and  that  he  only  waited 
till  their  father  Ifrael's  death,  to  requite  them  all 
the  evil  which  they  had  done  unto  him  ?  What 
ftill  adds  to  this  difficulty  is,  that  his  affeftionate 
manner  in  making  himfelf  known  to  them,  — 
his  goodnefs  in  forbearing  not  only  to  reproach 
them  for  the  injury  they  had  formerly  done  him.^ 
but  extenuating  and  excufmg  the  fault  to  them- 
felves,  his  comforting  and  fpeaking  kindly  to  them^ 
and  feconding  all  with  the  tenderefi:  marks  of  an 
undifguifed  ^orgivenefs,  in  falling  upon  their 
necks  and  weeping  aloud,  that  all  the  houfe  of 
Pharaoh  heard  him  ;  that,  moreover,  this  be- 
behaviour  of  Jofeph  could  not  not  appear  to  them 
to  be  the  effefl:  of  any  warm  and  fudden  tranfport, 
w^hich  might  as  fuddenly  give  way  to  other  re- 
flexions, but  that  it  evidently  fprung  from  a  fet- 
tled principle  of  uncommon  generofity  in  his  na- 
ture, which  was  above  the  temptation  of  making 
ufe  of  an  opportunity  for  revenge,  w^hich  the 
courfe  of  God's  providence  had  put  into  his 
hands  for  better  purpofes  ;  and,  what  might  ftill 
feem  to  confirm  this,  was  the  evidence  of  his  ac« 
tions  to  them  afterwards,  in  bringing  them  and 

all 
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rJii  their  houfehold  up  out  of  Canaan,  and  placing 
them  near  him  in  the  land  of  Gofiien,  the  richeft 
part  of  Egypt,  where  they  had  had  fo  many  years 
experience  of  his  love  and  kindnefs  :  —  and  yet  it 
is  phiin  all  this  did  not  clear  his  motive  from  fuf- 
picion,  or,  at  leaft,  themfelves  of  fome  apprehen- 
fions  of  a  change  in  his  conduct  towards  thein. 
And  w^as  it  not  that  the  v/hole  tranfaclion  w^h 
written  under  the  direction  of  the  Spirit  of  Truth, 
and  that  other  hiftorians  concur  in  doing  juftice 
to  Jofeph's  charader,  and  fpeak  of  him  as  a  com- 
paffionate  and  merciful  man,  one  would  be  apt^ 
you  will  fay,  to  imagine  here,  that  Mofes  might 
poffibly  have  omitted  fome  circumftances  of  Jo** 
feph's  behaviour  which  had  alarmed  his  brethren, 
betwixt  the  time  of  his  firll  reconciliation  and 
that  of  their  father^s  death  :  —  for  they  could  not 
be  fufpicious  of  his  intentions  without  fome  caufe^ 
and  fear  where  no  fear  was;  -—But  does  not  a 
guilty  confcience  often  do  fo,  —  and  though  it 
has  the  grounds,  yet  wants  the  power  to  think 
itfelf  fafe? 

And  could  we  look  into  the  hearts  of  thofe  who 
know  they  deferve  ill,  we.  fhould  find  many  an 
inftance,  where  a  kindnefs  from  an  injured  hand 
where  there  was  lead  reafon  to  expect  one,  has 
ftruck  deeper,  and  touched  the  heart  with  a  de- 
gree of  remorfe  and  concern,  which,  perhaps,  no 
feverity  or  refentment  could  have  reached.  This 
refleftion  will,  m  fome  meafure,  help  to  explain 
this  difficulty,  which  occurs  in  the  ftory  :  for  it 
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IS  obfervable,  that,  when  the  injury  they  had 
done  their  brother  was  firft  committed,  and  the 
fact  w^as  frefh  upon  their  minds,  and  moft  Hkely 
to  have  filled  them  with  a  fenfe  of  guilt,  we  find 
no  acknowledgment  or  complaint  to  one  another 
of  fuch  a  load  as,  one  might  imagine,  it  had  laid 
upon  them  :  and  from  that  event,  through  a  long 
courfe  of  years,  to  the  time  they  had  gone  dov/n 
to  Egypt,  we  read  not  once  of  any  forrow  or 
compunclion  of  heart,  which  they  had  felt  during 
all  that  time,  for  what  they  had  done.  They  had 
artfully  impofed  upon  their  parent —  (and  as 
men  are  ingenious  cafuifts  in  their  own  affairs) 
they  had,  probably,  as  artfully  impofed  upon  their 
own  confciences ;  —  and,  poffibly,  had  never  im- 
partially reflected  upon  the  aclion,  or  ccnfidered 
it  in  its  juft  light,  till  the  many  acts  of  their  bro- 
ther's love  and  kindnefs  had  brought  it  before 
them-  with  all  the  circumftances  of  a^CTavation 
which  his  behaviour  would  naturally  give  it :  ■ — 
they  then  began  maturely  to  confider  vv^hat  they 
had  done  ;  —  that  they  had  at  firft  undefervedly 
hated  him  in  his  childhood  for  that  which,  if  it 
was  a  ground  of  complaint,  ought  rather  to  have 
been  charged  upon  the  indifcretion  of  the  parent, 
than  confidered  as  a  fault  in  him  ;  —  that,  upon  a 
more  juft  examination  and  a  better  knowledge  of 
their  brother,  they  had  wanted  even  that  pretence. 
It  was  not  a  blind  partiality  which  feemed  firft 
to  have  direfted  their  father's  affeftion  to  him,  — 
though  then  they  thought  f o  ;  -r-for  doubtlefs, 

fo 
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fo  much  goodnefs  and  benevolence  as  fhone  forth 
in  his  nature,  now  that  he  was  a  man,  could  not 
lie  all  of  it  fo  deep  concealed  in  his  youth,  but 
the  fagacity  of  a  parentis  eye  would  difcover  it ; 
and  that,  in  courfe,  their  enmity  towards  him  was 
founded  upon  that  v/hich  ought  to  have  won 
their  efteem.  —  That,  if  he  had  incautioully 
added  envy  to  their  ill-will  in  reporting  his 
dreams,  which  prefaged  his  future  greatnefs,  it 
was  but  the  indifcretion  of  a  youth  unpra£lifed  in 
the  world,  who  had  not  yet  found  out  the  art  of 
diffembling  his  hopes  and  expedations  ;  and  was 
fcarce  arrived  at  an  age  to  comprehend  there  was 
fuch  a  thing  in  the  world  as  envy  and  ambition  ; 
^ —  that  if  fuch  offences  in  a  brother,  fo  fairly 
carried  their  own  excufes  with  them,  what  could 
they  fay  for  themfelves,  v/hen  they  confidered  it 
was  for  this  they  had  almoft  unanimoully  con- 
fpired  to  rob  him  of  his  life ;  and,  though  they 
were  happily  reftrained  from  fliedding  his  blood 
"upon  Reuben^s  remonftrance,  that  they  had, 
neverthelefs,  all  the  guilt  of  the  intention  to  an« 
fwer  for  ?  That  whatever  motive  it  was  which 
then  flayed  their  hands,  their  confcietices  told 
them  it  could  not  be  a  good  one,  fmce  they  had 
changed  the  fentence  for  one  no  lefs  cruel  in  itfelf, 
and  w^hat,  to  an  ingenuous  nature,  was  wdrfe 
than  death,  to  be  fold  for  a  flave*  —  The  one 
was  common  to  all,  the  other  only  to  the  unfor- 
tunate. That  it  was  not  compaffion  which  then 
took  place  ;  for,  had  there  been  any  way  open 
VOL,  HI.     .  M  to 
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to  that,  his  tears  and  entreaties  muft  have  found 
it,  when  they  faw  the  anguifli  of  his  foul  :  — 
when  he  befought,  and  they  would  not  hear.  — 
That  if  aught  ftill  could  heighten  the  remorfe  of 
banifhing  a  youth  without  provocation,  for  ever 
from  his  country  and  the  proteftion  of  his  pa- 
rent, to  be  expofed  naked  to  the  buffetings  of  the 
world,  and  the  rough  hand  of  fome  mercilefs 
mafter,  they  would  find  it  in  this  refleftion,  '  That 

*  the  many  afflidions  and  hardlhips,  which  they 
^  might  naturally  have  expefted  would  overtake 
^  the  lad,  confequent  upon  this  adion,  had  afliu- 

*  ally  fallen  upon  him/ 

That,  befides  the  anguifh  of  fufpefted  virtue, 
he  had  felt  that  of  a  prifon,  where  he  had  long 
lain  negle£led  in  a  friendlefs  condition;  and, 
where  the  affliftion  of  it  was  rendered  ftill  (harper 
by  the  daily  expectation  of  being  remembered  by 
Pharaoh's  chief  butler,  and  the  difappointment  of 
finding  himfelf  ungratefully  forgotten.  —  And 
though  Mofes  tells  us,  that  he  found  favour  in  the 
fight  of  the  keeper  of  the  prifon,  yet  the  Pfalmift 
acquaints  us  that  his  fufferings  were  ftill  grievous. 

That  his  feet  were  hurt  with  fetters,*'  and  the 
iron  entered  "  even  into  his  foul.''  And,  no 
doubt,  his  brethren  thought  the  fenfe  of  their 
injury  muft  have  entered  at  the  fame  time,  and 
was  then  rivetted  and  fixed  in  his  mind  for  even 

It  is  natural  to  imagine  they  argued  and  re- 
flefted  in  this  manner ;  and  there  feems  no  ne- 
ceffity'  of  feeking  for  the  reafon  of  their  uneafi- 
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nefs  and  diftruft  in  Jofeph's  conduft,  or  any  other 
external  caufe,  fmce  the  inward  workings  of  their 
own  minds  will  eafily  account  for  the  evil  they 
apprehended.  —  A  feries  of  benefits  and  kind- 
neiTes  from  the  man  they  had  injured,  gradually 
heightened  the  idea  of  their  own  guilt,  till  at 
length  they  could  not  conceive  how  the  trefpafs 
could  be  forgiven  them  ;  it  appeared  with  fuch 
frefh  circumftances  of  aggravation,  that,  though 
they  were  convinced  his  refentment  flept,  yet 
they  thought  it  only  flept,  and  was  likely  fome 
time  or  other  to  awake,  and  moft  probably  then, 
that  their  father  was  dead,  when  the  confideration 
of  involving  him  in  his  revenge  had  ceafed,  and 
all  the  duty  and  compaffion  he  owed  to  the  grey 
hairs  and  happinefs  of  a  parent  was  discharged 
and  buried  with  him.. 

This  they  exprefs  in  the  confultation  held 
amongft  themfelves  in  the  words  of  the  text  j 
and,  in  the  following  verfe,  we  find  them  accord- 
ingly fending  to  him  to  deprecate  the  evil  they 
dreaded  ;  and  either  becaufe  they  thought  their 
father^s  name  more  powerful  than  their  own  in 
this  application,  —  or,  rather,  that  they  might 
not  commit  a  frefti  injury  in  feeming  to  fufped 
his  fincerity,  they  pretend  their  father's  direftion  j 
for  we  read  they  fent  miefTengers  unto  Jofeph, 
faying.  Thy  father  did  command  before  he  died, 
faying,  —  So  fhall  ye  fay  unto  Jofeph,  —  For- 
give,  I  pray  thee  now,  the  trefpafs  of  thy 
brethren  and  their  fin ;  for  they  did  unto  thee 
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"  evil ;  and  now  we  pray  thee,  forgive  the  tref- 
"  pafs  of  the  fervants  of  the  God  of  thy  father/* 
The  addrefs  was  not  without  art,  and  was  con- 
ceived in  fuch  words  as  feemed  to  fugged  an  ar- 
gument in  their  favour,  —  as  if  it  would  not  be- 
come him,  who  was  but  a  fellow-fervant  of  their 
father's  God,  to  harbour  revenge,  or  ufe  the 
power  their  father*s  God  had  given  him  againft 
his  children.    Nor  was  there  a  reafon  in  any 
thing  but  the  fears  of  a  guilty  conference  to  ap- 
prehend it,  as  appears  from  the  reception  the  ad- 
drefs met  with,  w^hich  was  fuch  as  befpoke  an 
nncommon  goodnefs  of  nature ;  for  w^hen  they 
thus  fpake  unto  him,  the  hiftorian  fays  he  wept. 
Smypathy  for  the  forrow  ajid  diftrefs  of  fo  many 
fons  of  his  father,  now  all  in  his  power,  —  pain  at 
fo  open  and  ingenuous  a  confeffion  of  their  guilt, 
' —  concern  and  pity  for  the  long  punilhment  they 
muft  have  endured  by  fo  ftubborn  a  remorfe, 
which  fo  m.any  years  feemed  not  to  have  dimi* 
nifhed,  —  the  affefting  idea  of  their  condition, 
which  had  feemed  to  reduce  them  to  the  neceflity 
of  holding  up  their  hands  for  mercy,  when  they 
had  loft  their  proteftor,  —  fo  many  tender  paf- 
fions  ftruggling  together  at  once,  overcame  him ; 
—  he  burft  into  tears  ;  which  fpoke  what  no  lan- 
guage could  attempt.      It  will  be  needlefs, 
therefore,  to  enlarge  any  further  upon  this  inci- 
dent, which  furnifhes  us  with  fo  beautiful  a  pic- 
ture of  a  compafTionate  and  forgiving  temper, 
thatj  I  think,  no  w^ords  can  heighten  it ;  —  but, 
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rather,  let  us  endeavour  to  find  out  by  what  helps 
and  reafoning  the  patriarch  might  be  fuppofed  to 
attain  to  fo  exalted  and  engaging  a  virtue.  Per- 
haps you  will  fay,  '  That  one  fo  thoroughly  con- 
^  vinced,  as  Jofeph  feemed  to  be,  of  the  over- 
'  ruling  providence  of  God,  which  fo  evidently 
'  makes  ufe  of  the  malice  and  paflions  of  men, 
^  and  turns  them  as  inftruments  in  his  hands  to 
work  his  own  righteoufnefs,  and  bring  about  his 
^  eternal  decrees,  —  and  of  which  his  own  hiftory 
'  was  fo  plain  an  inftance,  could  not  have  far  to 
^  feek  for  an  argument  to  forgivenefs,  or  feel  much 
^  fliruggle  in  ftifling  an  inclination  againft  it/  • — 
But  let  any  m.an  lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart,  and 
fay,  hov/  often,  in  inftances  where  anger  and 
revenge  had  feized  him,  has  this  dodrine  come 
in  to  his  aid  ?  —  In  the  bitternefs  of  an  affront, 
how  often  has  it  calmed  his  paffions,  and  checked 
the  fury  of  his  refentment !  —  True,  and  univer- 
fally  beheved  as  the  doftrine  is  amongft  us,  it 
feldom  does  this  fervice,  though  fo  well  fuited  for 
it,  and,  like  fome  wife  ftatute,  never  executed  or 
thought  of,  though  in  full  force,  lies  as  unheeded 
as  if  it  was  not  in  being. 

^Tis  plain  ^twas  otherwife  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance, where  Jofeph  feems  to  acknowledge  the 
influence  it  had  upon  him  in  his  declaration, 
^  That  it  was  not  they,  but  God  who  fent  him/ 
And  does  not  this  virtue  ftiine  the  brighteft  in  fuch 
a  pious  application  of  the  perfuafion  to  fo  benevo- 
lent a  purpofe  ? 
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Without  derogating  from  the  merit  of  his  for- 
bearance, he  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  caft  an 
eye  upon  the  change  and  uncertainty  of  human 
affairs  which  he  had  feen-himfelf,  and  which  had 
convinced  him  we  were  ail  in  one  another's  power 
by  turns,  and  ftand  in  need  of  one  another's  pity 
and  compaffion  ;  —  and  that  to  reflrain  the 
cruelties  and  ftop  the  infolence  of  men's  refent- 
ments,  God  has  fo  ordered  it  in  the  courfe  of  his 
providence,  that  very  often  in  this  world,  —  our 
revenges  return  upon  our  own  heads,  and  men's 
violent  dealings  upon  their  own  pates. 

And,  befides  thefe  confiderations,  —  that,  in 
generoufly  forgiving  an  enem.y,  he  was  the  truefl 
friend  to  his  own  character,  and  Ihould  gain  more 
to  it  by  fuch  an  inftance  of  fubduing  his  fpirit,, 
than  if  he  had  taken  a  city.  —  The  brave  only 
know  how  to  forgive  !  —  it  is  the  moft  refined 
and  generous  pitch  of  virtue  human  nature  can 
arrive  at,  —  *  Cowards  have  done  good  and  kind 
actions  ;  —  cowards  have  even  fought,  —  nay, 
fometimes  even  conquered  \  —  but  a  coward 
never  forgave  !  —  it  is  not  in  his  nature  ;  —  the 
power  of  doing  it  flows  only  from  a  ftrength  and 
greatnefs  of  foul,  confcious  of  its  own  force  and 
fecurity,  and  above  the  little  temptations  of  re- 
fenting  every  fruitlefs  attempt  to  interrupt  its  hap^ 
pinefs-  Moreover,  fetting  afide  all  confiderations 
of  his  charafter  in  paffing  by  an  injury,  he  was 
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the  truell  friend  likewife  to  his  own  happinefs 
and  peace  of  mind ;  he  never  felt  that  fretful 
llorm  of  paffions  which  hurry  men  on  to  ads  of 
revenge,  —  or  fuffered  thofe  pangs  of  horror 
which  purfue  it.  Thus  he  might  poffibly  argue, 
and  no  farther ;  —  for  want  of  a  better  founda- 
tion and  better  helps,  he  could  raife  the  building 
no  higher  ;  —  to  carry  it  upwards  to  its  perfection, 
we  mufh  call  in  to  our  aid  that  more  fpiritual  and 
refined  doftrine  introduced  upon  it  by  Chrift ; 
namely,  To  forgive  a  brother  not  only  to 
feven  times,  but  to  feventy  times  feven  j  that  is^ 
without  limitation. 

In  this  the  excellency  of  the  gofpel  is  fald,  by 
fome  one,  to  appear  with  a  remarkable  advan- 
tage ;  ^  That  a  chriftian  is  as  much  difpofed  to 
'  love  and  ferve  you  when  your  enemy,  as  the 
^  mere  moral  man  can  be,  when  he  is  your 
^  friend/  —  This,  no  doubt,  is  the  tendency  of 
his  religion  ;  —  but  how  often,  or  in  what  de- 
grees it  fucceeds,  — r-  how  nearly  the  praftice 
keeps  pace  with  the  theory,  the  all-wife  Searcher 
into  the  hearts  of  men,  alone  is  able  to  determine. 
But  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  fuch  great  eftefts  are 
not  fo  fenfibly  felt  as  a  fpeculative  man  would 
expeCt  from  fuch  powerful  motives  ;  and  there 
is  many  a  chriftian  fociety  which  would  be  glad 
to  compound  amongft  themfelves  for  fome  lefler 
degrees  of  perfedion  on  one  hand,  were  they 
fure  to  be  exempted  on  the  other,  from  the  bad 
effefts  of  thofe  fretful  paffions  which  are  ever 
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taking,  as  well  avS  ever  giving  the  occafions  of 
ftrife  ;  the  beginnings  of  which  Solomon  aptly 
compares  to  the  letting  out  of  waters,  ~  the 
opening  a  breach  which  no  one  can  be  fure  to  Hop 
till  it  has  proceeded  to  the  mod  fatal  events. 

With  jufhice,  therefore,  might  the  fon  of  Sirach 
conclude,  concerning  Pride,  —  that  fecret  ftreani 
which  adminifters  to  the  overflowings  of  refent- 
ments,  —  that  it  was  not  made  for  man  ;  nor 
furious  anger  for  him  that  is  born  of  a  woman, 
That  the  one  did  not  become  his  flation  ;  • —  and 
that  the  other  was  deftruftive  to  all  the  happinefs 
he  was  intended  to  receive  from  it.  How  mifer- 
ably  then  muft  thofe  men  turn  tyrants  againft 
themfelyes,  as  well  as  others,  who  grow  fplenetic 
and  revengeful,  not  only  upon  the  little  unavoid- 
able oppofitions  and  offences  they  muft  meet  with 
in  the  commerce  of  the  world,  but  upon  thofe 
which  only  reach  them  by  report,  and  accord- 
ingly torment  their  little  fouls  with  meditating 
how  to  return  the  injury,  before  they  are  certain 
they  have  received  one  !  —  Whether  this  eager 
fenfibility  of  wrongs  and  refentment  arifes  from 
that  general  caufe  to  which  the  fon  of  Sirach 
feems  to  reduce  all  fierce  anger  and  paffion  ?  or 
whether  to  a  certain  fournefs  of  temper,  which 
ftands  in  every  body's  way,  and  therefore  fub- 
jeO:  to  be  often  hurt  ?  —  from  whichever  caufe 
the  diforder  fprings,  the  advice  of  the  author  of 
the  Bookof  Ecclefiafticus  is  proper  :  —  '  Admo- 
*  nilh  a  friend/  fays  he,  *  it  may  be  he  hath  not 
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done  it ;  and  if  he  have,  that  he  do  it  not  again. 
^  Admonifh  thy  friend,  it  may  be  he  hath  not 
^  faid  it ;  and  if  he  have,  that  he  fpeaks  it 
^  not  again.  There  is  that  flippeth  in  his  fpeech, 
^  but  not  from  his  heart :  and  who  is  he  v/ho 
^  hath  not  offended  with  his  tongue 

I  cannot  help  taking  notice  here  of  a  certain 
fpecies  of  forgivenefs,  which  is  feldom  enforced 
or  thought  ofj  and  yet  is  no  way  below  our  re- 
gard :  I  mean  the  forgivenefs  of  thofe,  if  we  may 
be  allowed  the  expreffion,  whom  we  have  injured 
ourfelves.  One  would  think  that  the  difficulty 
of  forgiving  could  only  reft  on  the  fide  of  him 
who  has  received  the  wrong  ;  but  the  truth  of 
the  fafit  is  often  otherwife.  The  confcioufnefs  of 
having  provoked  another\s  refentment  often  ex- 
cites the  aggreffor  to  keep  beforehand  with  the 
man  he  has  hurt,  and  not  only  to  hate  him  for  the 
evil  he  expefts  in  return,  but  even  to  purfue  him 
down,  and  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  make  re- 
prifals. 

The  bafenefs  of  this  is  fuch,  that  it  is  fufficient 
to  make  the  fame  obfervation  which  was  made 
upon  the  crime  of  parricide  among  the  Grecians : 
It  was  {6  black,  —  their  legiflators  did  not 
fuppofe  it  could  be  committed  ;  and,  therefore, 
piade.no  law  to  punifli  it. 
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DUTY  OF  SETTING  BOUNDS  TO  OXJK 
DESIRES. 

2  KINGS   IV.  13, 

And  he  faid  unto  him,  Say  now  unto  her,  Behold,  thou  hail 
been  careful  for  us  with  all  this  care  ; — what  is  to  be  done 
for  thee  ?— wouldft  thou  be  fpoken  for  to  the  king,  or  the 
captain  of  the  hoft  ? — And  fhe  anfwered,  I  dwell  among 
mine  own  people, 

'THHE  firfl  part  of  the  text  is  the  words  which 
the  prophet  Eliiha  puts  into  the  mouth  of 
his  fervant  Gehazi,  as  a  melTage  of  thanks  to  the 
woman  of  Shunem  for  her  great  kindnefs  and 
hofpitahty  ;  of  which,  after  the  acknowledgment 
of  his  juft  fenfe,  which  Gehazi  is  bid  to  deliver  in 
the  words,  —  "  Behold  thou  haft  been  careful 
^'  for  us  with  all  this  care,'*  —  he  diretls  him  to 
enquire  in  what  manner  he  may  beft  make  a  re* 
turn  in  difcharge  of  the  obligation,  —  "  What 
fhall  be  done  for  thee  ?    Wouldfl  thou  be 
fpoken  for  to  the  king,  or  the  captain  of  the 
hoft     —  The  laft  part  of  the  text  is  the  Shu- 
namite's  anfwer,  which  implies  a  refufal  of  the 
honour  or  advantage  which  the  prophet  intended 
to  bring  upon  her  by  fuch  an  application,  which 
{he  indirectly  expreffes  in  her  contentment  and 
fatisfaftion  with  what  flie  enjoyed  in  her  prefent 
ftation,  —    I  dwell  among  mine  own  people/^ 
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This  inftance  of  felf-denial  in  the  Shunamite,  is 
but  properly  the  introdudion  to  her  ftory,  and 
gives  rife  to  that  long  and  very  pathetic  tranf- 
a£tion  which  follows,  —  in  the  fupernatural  grant 
of  a  child,  which  God  had  many  years  denied 
her  ;  the  alFe£ting  lofs  of  him  as  foon  as  he  was 
grown  up,  — '  and  his  reftoration  to  life  by  Ellfliaj 
after  he  had  been  fome  time  dead  ;  the  w^hole  of 
which,  though  extremely  interefting,  and  form* 
ing  fuch  incidents  as  would  afford  fufficient  mat- 
ter for  inftruftion,  yet  as  it  will  not  fall  within  the 
intention  of  this  difcourf<^,  I  ftiall  beg  leave  at 
this  time  barely  to  confider  thofe  previous  cir- 
cumftances  of  it,  to  which  the  text  confines  me  j 
upon  which  I  ihall  enlarge  with  fuch  reSections 
as  occur,  and  then  proceed  to  that  praftical  ufe 
and  exhortation  which  will  naturally  fall  from  it. 

We  find  that,  after  EHflia  had  refcued  the 
diftreffed  widow  and  her  two  fons  from  the  hands 
of  the  creditor,  by  the  miraculous  multiplication 
of  her  oil,  —  that  he  paffed  on  to  Shunem,  where^ 
we  read,  was  a  great  woman,  and  flie  conftrained 
him  to  eat  bread  ;  and  fo  it  was  that,  as  often  as 
he  paffed  by,  he  turned  in  thither  to  eat  bread* 
The  facred  hiflorian  fpeaks  barely  of  her  tempo- 
ral condition  and  flation  in  life,  —  "  That  fhe 

was  a  great  woman,^^  but  defcribes  not  the 
more  material  part  of  her  (her  virtues  and  cha- 
rafter)  becaufe  they  were  more  evidently  to  be 
difcovered  from  the  tranfaftion  itfelf ;  from  which 
^t  appears^  that  fhe  was  not  only  wealthy,  but 
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likcwife  charitable,  and  of  a  very  confiderate  turn 
of  mind  ;  —  for  after  many  repeated  invitations 
and  entertainments  at  her  houfe^  finding  his  occa« 
fions  called  him  to  a  frequent  palTage  that  way, 

—  file  moves  her  hufoand  to  fet  up  and  furnifh 
a  lodging  for  him,  with  all  the  conveniences 
which  the  fimplicity  of  thofe  times  required : 

And  (he  faid  unto  her  hufband.  Behold,  now  I 
perceive  that  this  is  an  holy  man  of  God,  which 
paffeth  by  us  continually,  let  us  make  him  a 
little  chamber,  I  pray  thee,  on  the  wall,  and 

"  let  us  fet  for  him  there  a  bed,  and  a  table,  and 
a  ftool,  and  a  candleftick ;  and  it  fhali  be  when 

"  he  Cometh  to  us  that  he  fliall  turn  in  thither.'' 

—  She  perceived  he  was  a  holy  man  ;  —  Ihe 
had  many  opportunities,  as  he  palTed  by  them 
continually,  of  obferving  his  behaviour  and  de- 
portment, which  fhe  had  carefully  remarked,  and 
faw  plainly  what  he  was  :  ~  that  the  fanclity 
and  fimplicity  of  his  manners,  —  the  feverity  of 
his  life,  —  his  zeal  for  the  religion  of  his  God, 
and  the  uncommon  fervency  of  his  devotion^ 
when  he  worfhipped  before  him,  which  feemed 
his  whole  bufinefs  and  employment  upon 
earth,  —  all  befpoke  him.  not  a  man  of  this 
world,  but  one  whofe  heart  and  alfeftious  were 
fixed  upon  another  object,  which  was  dearer  and 
more  important  to  him.  But  as  fuch  outward 
appearances  may,  and  often  have  been  counter- 
feited, fo  that  the  adions  of  a  n.an  are  certainly 
the  cniy  interpreters  to  be  relied  on.  whether 
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fuch  colours  are  true  or  falfe,  —  fo  (he  had  heard 
that  all  was  of  a-piece  there,  and  that  he^w?.s 
throughout  confiftent ;  that  he  had  never  in  any 
one  inftance  of  his  life  afted  as  if  he  had  any  views 
in  the  affairs  of  this  world,  in  which  he  had  never 
interefted  himfelf  at  all,  but  where  the  glory  of 
his  God,  or  the  good  and  prefervation  of  his  fel- 
low-creatures, at  firft  inclined  him  :  that,  in  a  late 
inftance,  before  he  came  to  Shunem,  he  had  done 
one  of  the  kindeft  and  moft  charitable  aftions  that 
a  good  man  could  have  done,  in  affifting  the  v/i- 
dow  and  fatherlefs  ;  and,  as  the  fad  was  fmgular, 
and  had  juft  happened  before  her  knov^dedge  of 
him,  no  doubt  fhe  had  heard  the  ftory  wdth  all  the 
tender  circumftances  which  a  true  report  would 
give  it  in  his  favour,  namely,  that  a  certain  woman, 
whofe  hufband  was  lately  dead,  and  had  left  her 
with  her  children  in  a  very  helplefs  condition,  ~ 
very  deftitute,  —  and,  what  was  ftill  worfe,  charg- 
ed with  a  debt  fhe  was  not  able  to  pay  ;  —  that 
her  creditor  bore  exceeding  hard  upon  her,  and, 
finding  her  little  worth  in  fubftance,  was  going  to 
take  the  advantage  which  the  law  allowed  of  feiz- 
ing  her  two  fons  for  his  bondfmen  ;  fo  that  ihe  had 
not  only  loft  her  hufband,  w^hich  had  made  her 
miferable  enough  already,  but  was  going  to  be  be- 
reaved of  her  children,  who  were  the  only  comfort 
and  fupport  of  her  life  :  —  that  upon  her  coming 
to  Elifha  with  this  fad  flory,  he  was  touched  with 
compafTion  for  her  misfortunes,  and  had  ufed  all 

the 
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the  power  and  interell  which  he  had  with  his  God 
to  reHeve  and  befriend  her,  which,  in^an  unheard- 
of  manner,  by  the  miraculous  increafe  of  her  oil^ 
which  was  the  only  fiibftance  fhe  had  left,  he  had 
fo  bountifully  eff^fted,  as  not  only  to  difentangle 
her  from  her  difficulties  in  paying  the  debt,  but 
withal,  what  was  ftill  more  generous,  to  enable  her 
to  live  comfortably  the  remainder  of  her  days.  She 
confidered  that  charity  and  compaffion  was  fo  lead- 
ing a  virtue,  and  had  fuch  an  influence  upon  every 
other  part  of  a  man's  character,  as  to  be  a  fufficient 
proof  by  itfelf  of  the  inward  difpofitign  and  good* 
nefs  of  the  heari ;  but  that  fo  engaging  an  inftance 
of  it  as  this,  exercifed  in  fo  kind  and  fo  feafonable 
a  manner,  was  a  demonftration  of  his,  —  and  that 
he  was  in  truth  what  outward  circumftances  be* 

fpoke,  a  holy  man  of  God.   As  the  Shuna- 

mite's  principle  and  motive  for  her  hofpitality  to 
Elifha  was  juft,  as  it  fprung  from  an  idea  of  the 
worth  and  merit  of  her  gueft,  fo  likewife  was  the 
manner  of  doing  it  kind  and.confiderate.  It  is  ob- 
fervable,  fhe  does  not  folicit  her  hufband  to  affign 
him  an  apartment  in  her  own  houfe,  —  but  to 
build  him  a  chamber  on  the  wall,  apart ;  —  flie 
confidered,  —  that  true  piety  wanted  no  witnelTes, 
and  was  always  moft  at  eafe  when  mofh  private ; 
— -  that  the  tumult  and  diftraftion  of  a  large  family 
were  not  fit  for  the  filent  meditations  of  fo  holy 
a  man,  who  would  perpetually  there  meet  with 
fomething  either  to  interrupt  his  devotion,  or  of- 
fend 
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fend  the  purity  of  his  manners  :  —  that,  moreover, 
under  fuch  an  independent  roof,  where  he  could 
take  fhelter  as  often  as  his  occafions  required,  fhe 
thought  he  might  tafte  the  pleafure  which  was  na- 
tural to  man  in  polTeffing  fomething  like  what  he 
could  call  his  own,  —  and,  what  is  no  fmall  pait 
of  conferring  a  favour,  he  would  fcarce  feel  the 
weight  of  it,  or  at  leaft  much  feldomer  in  this 
manner  than  where  a  daily  invitation  and  repe- 
tition of  the  kindnefs  perpetually  put  him  in  mind 
of  his  obligation.  If  any  thing  could  flill  add  to 
this,  —  it  was  that  it  did  not  appear  to  be  the  dry 
offer  of  a  faint  civility,  but  that  it  came  direftly 
from  the  heart.  There  is  a  nicety  in  honeft  mindsj, 
which  will  not  accept  of  a  cold  and  fufpefted  of- 
fer ;  —  and  even  w^hen  it  appears  to  be  fincere  and 
truly  meant,  there  is  a  modefty  in  true  merit  which 
knows  not  how  to  accept  it ;  and  no  doubt  flie  had 
one,  if  not  both  thefe  difficulties  to  conquer  in  their 
turns ;  —  for  we  read  that  fhe  conftrained  him^ 
and  in  all  likelihood  forced  his  acceptance  of  it^ 
with  all  the  warmth  and  friendly  opennefs  of  a 
humane  and  hofpitable  temper. 

It  is  with  benefits  as  with  injuries  in  this  ref- 
pe£t:,  that  we  do  not  fo  much  weigh  the  accidental 
good  or  evil  they  do  us,  as  that  which  they  were 
defigned  to  do  us ;  —  that  is,  we  confider  no 
part  of  them  fo  much  as  their  intention :  and 
the  prophet's  behaviour  confequent  upon  this, 
fhews  he  beheld  it  through  this  medium,  or 

in 


176  SERMON  XIII. 


in  fome  fuch  advantageous  light  as  I  have  placed 
it. 

There  is  no  burthen  fo  heavy  to  a  grateful 
mind,  as  a  debt  of  kindnefs  unpaid  ;  —  and  we 
may  believe  Elilha  felt  it  fo,  from  the  earneft 
defire  which  he  had,  upon  the  immediate  receipt 
of  this,  to  difcharge  himfelf  of  it ;  which  he 
exprelfes  in  the  text  in  the  warmeft  manner : 
—  "  Behold,  thou  haft  been  careful  for  us, 
with  all  this  care,  —  what  fhall  be  done  for 
thee  ?  Wouldft  thou  be  fpoken  for  to  the  king, 
or  the  captain  of  the  hoft  ?  —  There  is  a  de- 
gree of  honeft  impatience  in  the  words,  fuch  as 
was  natural  to  a  good  man,  who  would  not  be 
behind-hand  with  his  benefaftor,  —  But  there 
is  one  thing  which  may  feem  ftrange  at  firft 
fight,  that  as  her  ftation  and  condition  of  Hfe 
was  fuch,  that  Ihe  appeared  rather  to  have 
abounded  already,  than  ftood  in  want  of  any 
thing  in  this  world  which  fuch  an  application 
could  fupply,  —  why  the  prophet  ftiould  not 
rather  have  propofed  fome  fpiritual  advantage, 
which,  as  it  would  better  have  become  the  fane- 
tity  of  his  character  on  the  one  hand,  fo,  on 
the  other,  it  v/ould  have  done  a  more  real  and 
lafting  fervice  to  his  friend* 

But  we  are  to  reflect,  that,  in  returning  fa- 
vours, we  a£t  differently  from  what  we  do  in  con- 
ferring them ;  —  in  the  one  cafe  we  limply  con- 
fider  what  is  beft  j  —  in  the  other,  what  is  moft 

acceptable. 
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^acceptable.  The  reafon  is,  that  we  have  a  right 
to  act  according  to  our  own  ideas  of  what  will  do 
the  party  moft  good^  in  the  cafe  where  we  beftow 
a  favour  ;  —  but  where  we  return  one,  w^e  lofe 
this  right,  and  a£t  according  to  his  conceptions 
who  has  obliged  us,  and  endeavour  to  repay  in. 
fuch  a  manner  as  we  think  it  moll  likely  to  be 
accepted  in  difcharge  of  the  obligation^  —  So 
that,  though  we  are  not  to  imagine  Eliflia  could 
be  wanting  in  religious  duties,  as  w^ell  as  willies, 
to  fo  hofpitable  a  friend,  we  may  yet  fuppofe  he 
w^as  direfted  here  by  this  principle  of  equity  ;  — 
and  that  in  reflefting  in  what  manner  he  fhould 
requite  his  benefaflirefs,  he  had  confidered,  that 
to  one  of  her  affluent  condition,  who  had  all  the 
reafonable  comforts  of  an  independent  life,  - —  if 
there  was  any  paffion  yet  unfatisfied,  it  mull  cer- 
tainly be  ambition  :  that  though  in  general  it  was 
an  irregular  appetite,  which,  in  mioll  cafes,  ^was 
dangerous  to  gratify,  yet  in  elFeft  ^twas  only  fo 
far  criminal  as  the  power  which  is  acquired  was 
perverted  to  bad  and  vicious  purpofes,  which  it 
was  not  likely  to  be  here,  from  the  fpecim.en  flie 
had  already  given  of  her  difpofition,  which  (hewed 
that  if  fhe  did  vvifli  for  an  increafe  of  wealth  or 
honour,  fne  wifhed  it  only  as  it  would  enable  her 
more  generoufly  to  extend  her  arm  in  kind  offices,, 
and  increafe  the  power  as  well  as  the  opportuni- 
ties of  doing  good. 

In  juftice  to  Elifhah^s  motivej  v/hich  mufthave 
VOL.  III.  N  been 
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been  good,  vvc  mufl  fuppofe  he  confidered  his 
fer  in  this  light ;  and  what  principally  led  him  ta 
propofe  it,  was  the  great  interefl:  which  he  had  with 
the  king  of  Ifraef  at  that  time,  which  he  had  me- 
rited by  a  fignaf  fervice  ;  and  as  he  had  no  views 
for  himfeif^  he  thought  it  eould  not  be  employed 
fo  well  as  in  eftablifiaing  the  fortune  of  one,  whofe 
virtue  might  be  fo  fafely  trufled  with  it.  It  was 
a  juftifiable  prepoffeffion  in  her  favour^  —  though 
one  not  always  to  be  relied  on  ;  for  there  is  many 
a  one  who  in  a  moderate  flation,  and  v/ith  a  lelTer 
degree  of  power,  has  behaved  with  honour  and 
unblemifhed  reputation  ;  and  who  has  even  borne 
the  buffetings  af  adverfe  fortune  welt,  and  mani- 
fefted  great  prefence  and  llrength  of  mind  under 
it,  whom  neverthelefs  a  high  exaltation  has  at  once 
overcome,  and  fo  entirely  changed,  as  if  the  party 
had  left  not  only  his  virtue^  but  even  himfelf  be- 
hind him. 

Whether  the  Shunamite  dreaded  to  make  this 
dangerous  experiment  of  herfelf ;  —  or,  which  is 
more  likely,  that  fhe  had  fearned  to  fet  bounds  to 
her  defires,  and  was-  too.  well  fatisfied  with  her 
prefent  condition  to  be  tempted  out  of  it,  ifhe  de- 
clines the  offer  in  the  ciofe  of  the  text :  —  I 
"  dw^ell  amongfl  mine  own  people ;  as  if  fhe 
had  faid,  ^  The  intended  kindnefs  is  far  from  be- 
^  ing  fmall,  but  it  is  not  ufeful  to  me ;  I  live 
'  here,  as  thou  art  a  vdtnefs,  in  peace,,  in  a  con- 
*  tented  obfcurky  j  —  not  fo  high  as  to  provoke 
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^  envyj  nor  fo  low  as  to  be  trodden  down  and  de- 
'  fpifed.  In  this  fafe  and  middle  ftate,  as  I  have 
'  lived  amongft  my  own  people,  fo  let  me  die  out 
^  of  the  reach  both  of  the  cares  and  glories  of  the 
'  world.  —  'Tis  fit,  O  holy  man  of  God !  that  I 
'  learn  fome  time  or  other  to  fet  bounds  to  my  de- 
'  fires  ;  and  if  I  cannot  fix  them  now,  when  I  have 
^  already  more  than  my  wants  require,  when  fhali 
^  I  hope  to  do  it?  —  Or  how  ftiould  I  expeQ:, 
^  that  even  this  increafe  of  honour  or  fortune 
'  would  fully  fatisfy  and  content  my  ambition, 
'  fhould  I  now  give  way  to  it  ?  * 

So  engaging  an  inftance  of  unafFecied  modera- 
tion and  felf-denial,  deferves  well  to  be  confidered 
by  the  buftlers  in  this  world  ;  —  becaufe,  if  we 
are  to  truft  the  face  and  courfe  of  things,  we 
fcarce  fee  any  virtue  fo  hard  to  be  put  in  pradice, 
and  which  the  generality  of  mankind  feem  fo  un- 
willing to  learn,  as  this  of  knowing  when  they 
have  enough,  and  when  it  is  time  to  give  over 
their  worldly  purfuits.  —  Aye !  but  nothing  is 
more  eafy,  you  will  anfwer,  than  to  fix  this  point, 
and  fet  certain  bounds  to  it.  —  "  For  my  own 
part  (you  will  fay)  I  declare  I  want,  and  would 
wifli  no  more  but  a  Tufficient  competency  of  thofe 
things  which  are  requifite  to  the  real  ufes  and  oc- 
cafions  of  life,  fuitable  to  the  way  I  have  beea 
taught  to  exped  from  ufe  and  education/'  — 
But  recolleft  how  feldom  it  ever  happens,  when 
rhefe  points  are  fecured,  but  that  new  occafions 
and  new  neceffities  prefent  themfelves ;  and  every 
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day  as  you  grow  richer,  frefii  wants  are  difcovered« 
which  rife  up  before  you  as  you  afcend  the  hill ;  fo 
that  every  ftep  you  take,  —  every  acceffion  to 
your  fortune,  fet  your  defires  one  degree  farther 
from  reft  and  fatisfaftion  ;  ™  that  fomething  you 
have  not  yet  grafped,  and  poffibly  never  fhall  ; 
that  devil  of  a  phantom,  unpoffelTed  and  unpof- 
feflable,  is  perpetually  haunting  you,  and  ftepping 
in  betwixt  you  and  your  contentment.  —  Un- 
happy  creature !  —  to  think  of  enjoying  that 
bleffing  without  moderation !  ~  or  imagine  that 
fo  facred  a  temple  can  be  raifed  upon  the  founda- 
lion  of  wealth  or  power  !  —  If  the  ground  work 
is  not  laid  within  your  own  mind,  they  will  as 
foon  add  a  cubit  to  your  ftature  as  to  your  hap- 
pinefs.  —  To  be  convinced  it  is  fo,  —  pray  look 
up  to  thofe  who  have  got  as  high  as  their  warmeft 
wifhes  could  carry  them  in  this  afcent :  —  do  you 
obferve  they  live  the  better,  the  longer,  the  mer- 
rier ?  —  or  that  they  Deep  the  founder  in  their 
beds,  for  having  twice  as  much  as  they  wanted , 
or  well  know  how  to  difpofe  of?  —  Of  all  rules 
for  calculating  happinefs,  this  is  the  moft  deceit- 
ful, and  which  few  but  weak  minds,  and  thofe  un« 
praftifed  in  the  world  too,  ever  think  of  applying 
as  the  meafure  in  fuch  an  eftimation.  —  Great  and 
inexpreflible  may  be  the  happinefs  which  a  mo- 
derate fortune  and  moderate  defires,  with  a  con« 
fcioufnefs  of  virtue,  will  fecure.  Many  are  the 
filent  pleafures  of  the  honeft  peafant,  who  rifes 
cheerful  to  his  labour :  —  why  fhould  they  not  ?  — 

Look 
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Look  into  his  houfe,  the  feat  of  each  man^s  happi^ 
nefs ;  —  has  he  not  the  fame  domeftic  endearments, 

—  the  fame  joy  and  comfort  in  his  children,  and 
as  flattering  hopes  of  their  doing  well,  to  enliven 
his  hours  and  gladden  his  hearty  as  you  could 
conceive  in  the  highefl  ftation  ?  —  And  I  make 
no  doubt,  in  general,  but  if  the  true  (late  ©f  his 
joys  and  fuffering,  could  be  fairly  balanced  with 
thofe  of  his  betters,  whether  any  thing  would  ap? 
pear  at  the  foot  of  the  account  but  what  would 
recommend  the  moral  of  this  difcourfe.  ~  This, 
I  own,  is  not  to  be  attained  to  by  the  cynical  ftale 
trick  of  haranguing  againll  the  goods  of  fortune  j 

—  they  were  never  intended  to  be  talked  out  of 
the  world.  —  But  as  virtue  and  true  wifdom  lie  in 
the  middle  of  extremes,  ~  on  one  hand,  not  to 
negleft  and  defpife  riches  fo  as  to  forget  ourfelves  ; 
and,  on  the  other,  not  to  purfue  and  love  them 
fo  as  to  forget  God ; — -  to  have  them  fonietimes 
in  our  heads,  —  but  always,  fomething  more  im» 
portant  in  our  hearts* 
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SELF-EXAMINATION. 
ISAIAH    I.  3. 

The  ox  knowetK  his  owner,  and  the  afs  his  mafter*s  crib  ;  — 
^  but  Ifrael  doth  not  know,  —  my  people  doth  not  confider. 

^nr^IS  a  fevere  but  an  affectionate  reproach  of 
A  the  prophet's,  laid  againfl  the  Ifraehtes, 
which  may  fafely  be  applied  to  every  heedlefs  and 
unthankful  people,  who  are  neither  won  by  God's 
mercies,  nor  terrified  by  his  punilhments.  — 
There  is  a  giddy,  thoughtlefs,  intemperate  fpirit 
gone  forth  into  the  world,  which  poffeffes  the  ge- 
nerality of  mankind  ;  —  and  the  r^afon  the  world 
is  undone  is,  becaufe  the  world  does  not  confider, 
—  confiders  neither  awful  regard  to  God,  — nor 
the  true  relation  themfelves  bear  to  him.  Could 
they  confider  this,  and  learn  to  weigh  the  caufes, 
and  compare  the  confequences  of  things,  and  to 
exercife  the  reafon  which  God  has  put  into  us  for 
the  government  and  direction  of  our  lives,  —  there 
would  be  fome  hopes  of  a  reformation.  —  But, 
as  the  world  goes,  there  is  no  leifure  for  fuch  en- 
quiries ;  and  fo  full  are  our  minds  of  other  mat- 
ters, that  we  have  not  time  to  alk,  nor  a  heart  to 
anfwer  the  queftions  we  ought  to  put  to  our- 
felves. 

Whatever 
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Whatever  our  condition  is,  ^tis  good  to  be  ac-. 
^uaiated  with  it  in  time,  to  be  able  to  iupply  what 
is  wanting,  and  examine  the  ftate  of  our  ac- 
counts before  we  come  to  give  them  up  to  an 
impartial  Judge. 

The  moft  inconliderate  fee  the  reafonablenefs 
of  this,  —  there  being  few,  I  believe,  either  fo^ 
thoughtlefs,  — =  or  even  fo  bad,  — •  but  that  they 
fometimes  enter  upon  this  duty,  and  have  fome 
fhort  intervals  of  felf-examinacion,  which  they 
are  forced  upon  if  from  no  other  modv^  yet  at 
Jeail  to  free  themfelves  from  the  load  and  oppref- 
fion  of  fpirits  they  muft  necefTarily  be  fubjed  to 
without  It.  But  as  the  fcripture  frequently  in- 
timates, —  and  observation  confirms  it  daily,  ~ 
that  there  are  many  nuftakcs  attending  the  dif- 
charge  of  this  duty,  —  I  cannot  make  the  remain- 
der of  this  difcourfe  more  ufeful^  than  by  a  fhort 
enquiry  into  them.  I  fhall  therefore,  firft,  beg 
leave  to  remind  you  of  fome  of  the  many  un- 
happy ways  by  which  we  often  fet  about  this  irk- 
fome  talk  of  examining  our  works,  without  being 
-either  the  better  or  the  wifer  for  the  empIoy-^ 
ment. 

And^  firft,  then  let  us  begin  with  that  which  is 
the  foundation  of  all  the  other  falfe  meafures  we 
take  in  this  matter ;  —  that  is-,  the  fetting  about 
the  examination  of  our  works,  before  we  are  pre* 
pared  with  honeft  cKfpofitions  to  amend  them  :  — 
this  is  beginning  the  work  at  the  wrong  end. 
'jThefe  previous  difpofitions  in  th?  heartj  are  the 
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wheels  that  Ihould  make  this  work  go  eafily  and 
fuccefsfully  forwards ;  —  and  to  take  them  ofF^ 
and  proceed  without  them,  'tis  no  miracle,  if, 
like  Phar;aoh's  chariots,  they  that  drive  them,  — . 
drive  them  heavily  along. 

Befides,  if  a  man  is  not  fmcerely  inclined  to 
refonn  his  faults,  —  'tis  not  Hkely  he  Ihould  be 
inclined  to  fee  them  ;  —  nor  will  all  the  Weekly 
preparations  that  ever  were  wrote,  bring  him 
nearer  the  point :  —  fo  that  with  how  ferious  a 
face  foever  he  begins  to  examine,  —  he  no  longer 
does  the  otiice  of  an  enquirer,  but  an  apolo- 
gift  ;  whofe  bufmefs  is  not  to  fearch  for  truth,  -~ 
but  Ikilfully  to  hide  it.  —  So  long,  —  therefore, 
as  this  pre-engagement  lafts  betwixt  the  man  and 
his  old  habits,  —  there  is  little  profpeft  of  prov* 
ing  his  works  to  any  good  purpofe,  —  of  v/hat- 
ever  kind  they  are,  with  fo  ftrong  an  intereft  and 
power  on  their  fide.  ™  As  in  other  trials,  fo  in 
this,  \h  no  wonder  if  the  evidence  is  puzzled 
and  confounded,  and  the  feveral  fafts  and  cir- 
cumftances  fo  twifted  from  their  natural  fhapes^ 
and  the  whole  proof  fo  altered  and  confirmed  on 
the  other  fide,  —  as  to  leave  the  laft  ftate  of  that 
man  even  worfe  than  the  firft. 

A  fecond  unhappy,  though  geq^ral,  miftake 
in  this  great  duty  of  proving  our  works,  is  that 
which  the  apoftle  hints  at ;  in  the  doing  it,  not 
by  a  direft  examination  of  our  own  aftions,  but 
from  a  comparative  view  of  them  with  the  lives 
and  aflions  of  other  men.  .  - 
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When  a  man  is  going  to  enter  upon  this  work 
.of  felf-examination,  —  there  is  nothing  fo  com^ 
mon  as  to  fee  him  look  i^ound  him,  —  infliead  of 
looking  within  him.  —  He  looks  round,  —  finds 
put  fome  one  who  is  more  malicious,  —  fees  ano- 
ther  that  is  more  covetous,  — -  a  third  that  is  more 
proud  and  imperious  th^n  himfelf ;  - —  and  fo  in- 
direftly  forms  a  judgment  of  himfelf,  not  from 
a  review  of  his  life,  and  a  proving  of  his  own 
works,  as  the  apcftle  direfts  him,  but  rather 
from  proving  the  works  of  others,  and  from 
their  infirmities  and  defefts,  drav/ing  a  deceitful 
conclufion  in  favour  of  himfelf.  In  all  com-, 
petitions  of  this  kind,  —  one  may  venture  to  fay., 
there  will  be  ever  fo  much  of  felf4ove  in  a  man^ 
as  to  draw  a  flattering  likenefs  of  one  of  the 
parties  ;  — -  and  ^tis  well,  ■ — if  he  has  not  fo  much 
malignity  too,  as  to  give  but  a  coarfe  piclure  of 
the  other,  finifhed  with  fo  many  hard  ftrokes, 
as  to  make  the  one  as  unHke  its  original  as 
the  other. 

Thus  the  pharifee,  when  he  entered  the  t€mple5 
—  no  fooner  faw  the  publican,  but  that  moment 
he  formed  the  idea  to  himfelf  of  all  the  vices 
and  corruptions  that  could  poffibly  enter  into 
the  man's  charafter,  —  and  with  great  dexterity, 
ftated  all  his  owm  virtues  and  good  qualities  over 
^gainft  them.  His  abftinence  and  frequent  Jaft- 
ings,  —  exadnefs  in  the  debts  and  ceremonies  of 
the  law  ;  not  balancing  the  account  as  he  ought 
to   have  done,   in  this  manner  :  —  ^  What  ! 

though 
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though  this  man  is  a  publican  and  a  fmner,  have 
not  I  my  vices  as  well  as  he  ?  'Tis  true,  his  par- 
ticular office  expofes  him  to  many  temptations  oF 
committing  extortion  and  iniuftice  ;  — but  then, 

—  am  not  I  a  devourer  of  widows'  houfes,  and 
guilty  of  one  of  the  moft  cruel  inftances  of  the 
fame  crime  ?  He  poffibly  is  a  profane  perfon, 
and  may  fet  rehgion  at  nought :  • —  but  do  not  I 
myfelf,  for  a  pretence  make  long  prayers,  and 
bring  the  greateft  of  all  fcandals  upon  religion, 
by  making  it  a  cloke  to  my  ambitious  and  world- 
ly views  ?  —  If  he,  laftly,  is  debauched  and  intem- 
perate, —  am  not  I  confcious  of  as  corrupt  and 
wanton  difpofitions  ;  and  that  a  fair  and  guarded 
outfide  is  my  beft  pretence  to  the  oppofite  cha* 
rafter  ? ' 

If  a  man  will  examine  his  works  by  a  compara- 
tive view  of  them  with  others,  —  this  no  doubtj 
would  be  the  fairer,  and  leaft  likely  to  mifl^ad 
him. —  But  this  is  feldom  the  method  this  trial 
has  gone  through  ;  —  in  faft,  it  generally  turns 
out  to  be  as  treacherous  and  delufive  to  the  man 
himfelf,  as  it  is  uncandid  to  the  man  who  is 
dragged  ^  into  the  comparifon ;  and  whoever 
judges  of  himfelf  by  this  rule,  —  fo  long  as  there 
is  no  fcarcity  of  vicious  charafters  in  the  world, 

—  'tis  to  be  feared  he  will  often  take  the  occa- 
lions  of  triumph  and  rejoicing,  —  where,  in 
truth,  he  ought  rather  to  be  forry  and  aflhamed, 

A  third  error  in  the  manner  of  proving  our 
works,  is  what  we  are  guilty  of  when  we  leave 

out 
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out  of  the  calculation  the  only  material  parts  of 
them  ;  —  I  mean,  the  motives  and  firft  principles 
from  whence  they  proceeded.    There  is  many  a 
fair  inftance  of  generofity,  chaftity,  and  felf- 
denial,  which  the  world  may  give  a  man  the 
credit  of ;  —  which,  if  he  would  give  himfelf  the 
leifure  to  refleft  upon,  and  trace  back  to  their 
firft  fprings,  —  he  would  be  confcious,  proceed- 
ed  from  fuch  views  and  intentions  as,  if  known, 
would  not  be  to  his  honour.  —  The  truth  of  this 
may  be  made  evident  by  a  thoufand  inftances  in 
life  :  —  and  yet  there  is  nothing  more  ufual  than 
for  a  man  when  he  is  going  upon  this  duty  of 
felf-examination, — inftead  of  calling'  his  own 
ways  to    remembrance^  — -  to  clofe  .the  whole 
enquiry  at  once,  with  this  fhort  challenge^  — 
That  he  defies  the  w^orld  to  fay  ill  of  him.'* 
If  the  v^orld  has  no  exprefs  evidence,  this  indeed 
may  be  an  argument  of  his  good  luck  ;  but  no 
fatisfaclory  one  of  the  real  goodnefs  and  inno- 
cence of  his  life.  —  A  man  may  be  a  very  bad 
man,  — -  and  yet,  through  caution,  —  through 
deep-laid  policy  and  defign,  may  fo  guard  all 
outward  appearances,  as  never  to  want  this  nega- 
tive teftimony  on  his  fide,  —  ^  That  the  world 
knov\^s  no  evil  of  him,'  —  how  little  foever  he 
deferves  it.  —  Of  all  allays  upon  a  man's  felf, 
this  may  be  faid  to  be  the  flighteft  ;  this  method 
of  proving  the  goodnefs  of  our  works,  —  differ- 
ing but  little  in  kind  from  that  unhappy  one,  — 
which  m_any  unwary  people  take  in  proving  the 

goodnefs 


i88 


SERMON  XIV. 


goodnefs  of  their  coin  ;  who,  if  it  happens  to  be 
fufpicious,  —  inflead  of  bringing  it  either  to  the 
balance  or  the  touchftone  to  try  its  worth,  — 
they  ignorantly  go  forth ,  and  try  if  they  can  pais 
it  upon  the  world  :  ~  if  foj  all  is  well,  and  they 
are  faved  all  the  expence  and  pains  of  enquiring 
after  and  detefting  the  cheat. 
_  A  fourth  error  in  this  duty  of  examination  of 
men's  works  is,  that  of  committing  the  tafk  to 
ethers :  —  an  error  into  which  thoufands  of 
weli-meaning  creatures  are  enfnared  in  the  Ro- 
miih  church  by  her  doftrines  of  auricular  con- 
feiiion,  of  works  of  fupererogation,  and  the  many 
lucrative  pra^dices  raifed  upon  that  capital  ftock : 
- —  the  trade  of  which  is  carried  to  fuch  a  height 
in  Fopifli  countries,  that  if  you  was  at  Rome  or 
Naples  now,  and  was  difpofed,  in  compliance 
with  the  apoftle's  exhortation  in  the  text,  to  fet 
about  this  duty,  to  prove  your  ozvn  works,  ~ 
"^tis  great  odds  v/hether  you  would  be  fuffered  to 
do  it  yourfelf,  without  interruption :  and  you 
might  be  faid  to  have  efcaped  well,  if  the  firll 
perfon  you  confulted  upon  it  did  not  talk  you 
out  of  your  refolution,  and  poflibly  your  fenfes 
too  at  the  fame  time,  —  Prove  your  works  !  — 
For  Heaven's  fake,  defift  from  fo  rafh  an  under- 
taking !  —  What !  —  truft  your  own  ilvill  and 
judgment  in  a  matter  of  fo  mxuch  difficulty  and 
importance,  —  when  there  are  fo  many  whofe 
bufmefs  it  is,  —  who  underftand  it  fo  well,  — 
and  who  can  do  it  for  you  with  fo  much  fafety 
^nd  advcintage ! 
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If  your  works  muft  muft  be  proved,  you  would 
be  advifed  by  all  means  to  fend  them  to  undergo 
this  operation  with  fome  one  who  knows  what  he 
is  about :  either  fome  expert  and  noted  confef- 
for  of  the  church,  —  or  to  fome  convent,  —  or 
religious  fociety,  who  are  in  polTeffion  of  a  large 
ftock  of  good  works  of  all  kinds,  wrought  up  by 
faints  and  confelTors,  where  you  may  fuit  your- 
felf,  —  and  either  get  the  defefts  of  your  own 
fupplied, —  or  be  accommodated  with  new  ones 
ready  proved  to  your  hands,  fealed,  and  certified 
to  be  fo  by  the  Pope's  commilTary  and  the  notaries 
of  his  ecclefiaftic  court.  There  needs  little  more 
to  lay  open  this  fatal  Qrror,  —  than  barely  to  re- 
prefent  it :  fo  I  ftiall  only  add  a  fhort  remark,  — - 
That  they  who  are  perfuaded  to  be  thus  virtuous 
by  proxy,  and  will  prove  the  goodnefs  of  their 
works  only  by  deputies,  —  will  have  no  reafon 
to  complain  againft  God's  juftice,  — if  hefuiters 
them  to  go  to  Heaven  only  in  the  fame  manner ; 
" —  that  is,  —  by  deputies  too. 

The  laft  miftake  which  I  fhall  have  tim.e  to 
mention  is,  that  which  the  Methodifts  have  re- 
vived ;  for  'tis  no  new  error,  —  but  one  which 
has  mifled  thoufands  before  thefe  days,  wherever 
enthufiafm  had  got  footing  ;  —  and  that  is,  —  the 
attempting  to  prove  their  works  Ly  that  very 
argument  which  is  the  greateft  proof  of  their 
weaknefs  and  fuperftition  ;  —  I  mean  that  extra- 
ordinary  impulfe  and  intercourfe  with  the  Spirit 
of  God  which  they  pretend  to,  and  whofe  ope- 
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rations  (if  you  truft  them)  are  fo  fenfibly  feit 
in  their  hearts  and  fouls,  as  to  render  at  once  all 
other  proofs  of  their  works  needlefs  to  them- 
felves.  —  This,  I  own,  is  one  of  the  mod  fum- 
mary  ways  of  proceeding  in  this  duty  of  felf- 
examination ;  —  and,  as  it  proves  a  man's  works 
in  the  grofs,  it  faves  him  a  world  of  fober  thought 
and  enquiry  after  many  vexatious  particulars. 

Indeed,  if  the  premifes  were  true,  —  the  in- 
ference is  direft  ;  —  for  when  a  man  dreams  of 
thefe  inward  workings,  —  and  wakes  with  the 
impreflion  of  them  ftrong  upon  his  brain,  'tis 
not  ftrange  he  fhould  think  himfelf  a  chofen 
veflel,  —  fanftified  within,  and  fealed  up  unto 
the  perfeft  day  of  redemption ;  and  fo  long  as 
fach  a  one  is  led  captive  by  this  error,  —  there 
is  nothing  in  nature  to  induce  him  to  this  duty  of 
examining  his  own  works  in  the  fenfe  of  the 
prophet :  —  for  however  bad  they  are,  —  fo  long 
as  his  credulity  and  enthufiafm  equal  them,  'tis 
impofTible  they  fhould  difturb  his  confcience,  or 
frighten  him  into  a  reformation.  Thefe  are 
fome  of  the  unhappy  miftakes  in  the  many  me- 
thods this  work  is  fet  about,  —  which,  in  a  great 
meafure,  rob  us  of  the  fruits  we  expected,  — 
and  fonietimes  fo  entirely  blafl:  them,  that  we  are 
neither  the  better  nor  wifer  for  all  the  pains  we 
have  taken. 

There  are  many  other  falfe  fteps  which  lead 
us  the  fame  way  ;  —  but  the  delineation  of  thefe, 
however,  may  ferve  at  prefent,  not  only  as  fo 
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.  many  iand-marks  to  guard  us  from  this  danger- 
ous coaft  which  I  have  defcribed,  but  to  dired 
us  Hkewife  into  that  fafe  one,  where  we  can  only 
exped:  the  reward  the  Gofpel  promifes  ;  —  for 
if,  according  to  the  firfl  recited  caufes,  a  man 
fails  in  examining  his  works,  from  a  difinclinatiou 
to  reform  them,  —  from  partiality  of  compari- 
fons,  from  flattery  to  his  own  motives,  and  a  vain 
dependence  upon  the  opinion  of  the  worlds  ~- 
the  conclufion  is  unavoidable^    that  he  muft 
fearch  for  the  qualities  the  moft  oppofite  to  thefe 
for  his  conduftors ;  —  and  if  he  hopes  to  dif- 
charge  this  work  fo  as  to  have  advantage  froni 
it,  —  that  he  muft  fet  out  upon  the  principles  of 
an  honeft  head,  willing  to  reform  itfelf,  and  at- 
tached principally  to  that  objeft,  without  regard 
to  the  fpiritual  condition  of  others,  or  the  -mif- 
guided  opinions  which  the  world  may  have  of 
himfelf. 

That  for  this  end,  —  he  muft  call  his  own  ways 
to  remembrance,  and  fearch  out  his  fpirit,  — 
fearch  his  adions  with  the  fame  critical  exaftnefs 
and  fame  piercing  curiofity  we  are  wont  to  fit  in 
judgment  upon  others  ;  —  varnifhing  nothing,  — - 
and  difguifing  nothing.  If  he  proceeds  thus,  and 
in  every  relation  of  life  takes  a  full  view  of  himfelf 
without  prejudice;  -  traces  hisaftions  to  their  prin- 
ciples without  mercy,  and  looks  into  the  dark  corners 
and  recelTes  of  his  heart  without  fear,  and,  if  upon 
fuch  an  enquiry  he  afts  confiftent  with  his  view  in 
it,  by  reforming  his  errors,  feparating  the  drofs^ 
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and  purifying  the  whole  mafs  with  repentance,--^ 
this  will  bid  fair  for  examining  a  man's  works  in 
the  apoille's  fenfe  :  —  and  whoever  difcharges 
the  duty  thus,  with  a  view  to  fcripture,  which  is 
the  rule  in  this  cafe, — ^and  to  reafon,  which  is 
the  applier  of  this  rule  in  all  cafes,  —  need  not 
fear  but  he  will  have  what  the  prophet  calls  re- 
"  joicing  in  himfehV  —  and  that  he  will  lay  the 
foundation  of  his  peace  and  comfort  where  it 
ought  to  he  ;  —  that  is,  within  himfelf,  - —  in  the 
teftimony  of  a  good  confcience,  and  the  joyful 
expectation  that,  having  done  his  mod  to  examine 
his  own  works  here,  God  will  accept  them  here- 
after, through  the  merits  of  Chriil: ;  w^hich  God 
grant!  Amen. 
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lOB^'s  EXPOSTULATION  WITH  HIS  WIFE. 

JOB  II.  lO. 

What !  —  Shall  we  receive  good  at  the  hand  of  God,  and  fhall 
we  not  receive  evil  alfo  ? 

THESE  are  the  words  of  Job,   uttered  in 
the  depth  of  his  misfortunes,  by  way  of  re- 
proof to  his  wife,  for  the  counfel  we  find  (he 
had  given  him  in  the  foregoing  verfe ;  namely^, 
Not  to  retain  his  integrity  any  longer,  —  but  to 
curfe  God  and  die/'  Though  it  is  not  very  evi- 
dent what  was  particularly  meant  and  implied  in 
the  words,  —    curfe  God  and  die,'*  — yet  it  is 
certain,  from  Job^s  reply  to  them,  that  they  di- 
refted  him  to  fome  ftep  which  was  rafh  and  un=^ 
warrantable  ;  and,  probably,  as  it  is  generally  ex-^ 
plained,  meant  that  he  fhould  openly  call  God^s 
Juftice  to  an  account,  and  by  a  blafphemous  ac-' 
cufation  of  it,  provoke  God  to  deftroy  his  being  r. 
as  if  fhe  hadfaid,  —  "  After  fo  many  fad  things 
which  have  befallen  thee,  —  notwithftanding 
thy  integrity,  —  what  gainefh  thou  by  ferving 
God,  feeing  he  bears  thus  hard  upon  thee,  as 
though  thou  waft  his  enemy  r  —  Ought  fo  faith- 
ful a  fervant  as  thou  haft  been,  to  receive  fo 
much    unkind  treatment  at  his  hands,  —  and 
tamely  to  fubmit  to  it  ?  ~  patiently  to  fuftain  the 
VOL,  iiL  a  evils 
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evils  he  has  brought  upon  thy  houfe,  and  neither 
murmur  with  thy  lips,  nor  charge  him  with  in- 
juftice  ?  —  Bear  it  not  thus  ;  —  and  as  thy  piety 
could  not  at  firfl  protefl  thee  from  fuch  misfor- 
tunes, —  nor  thy  behaviour  under  them  could 
fince  move  God  to  take  pity  on  thee,  —  change 
thy  condudl  towards  him,  —  boldly  expoftulate 
with  him,  —  upbraid  him  openly  with  unkind* 
nefs,  —  call  his  juftice  and  providence  to  an  ac- 
count for  oppreffing  thee  in  fo  undeferved  a*  m^- 
ner,  and  get  that  benefit  by  provoking  him, 
which  thou  haft  not  been  able  to  obtain  by  ferv- 
ing  him,  to  die  at  onc^  by  his  hands,  and  be 
freed  at  leaft  from  the  greater  mifery  of  a  lin* 
gering  and  more  tormenting  death.'* 

On  the  other  hand,  fome  interpreters  tell  us, 

—  that  the  word  cur/e^  in  the  original,  is  equi- 
vocal, and  does  more  literally  fignify  here,  to 
biefs  than  to  blafpheme ;  and  confequently,  that 
the  whole  is  rather  to  be  confidered  as  afarcaftical 
feoff  at  Job's  piety  ;  —  as  if  it  had  been  faid,  — • 

Go  to,  blefs  God,  and  die  ;  —  fince  thou 
art  fo  ready  to  praife  him  in  troubles  as  thou  haft 
done,  go  on  in  thy  own  way,  and  fee  how  God 
will  reward  thee  by  a  miferable  death,  which 
thou  canft  not  avoid." 

Without  difputing  the  merit  of  thefe  two  inter- 
pretations, it  may  not  feem  an  improbable  con- 
jefture,  that  the  words  imply  fomething  ftill  dif- 
ferent from  what  is  expreifed  in  either  of  them  ; 

—  and,  inftead  of  fuppofmg  them  as  an  incite- 
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ment  to  blafpheme  God,  —  which  was  madnefs, 
— •  or  that  they  were  intended  as  an  infult,  which 
was  unnatural,  —  that  her  advice  to  curfe  God 
and  die,  was  meant  here,  that  he  fliould  refolve 
upon  a  voluntary  death  himfelf,  which  was  an 
aft  not  only  in  his  own  power,  but  what  carried 
fonle  appearance  of  a  remedy  with  it,  and  pro- 
mifed,  at  lead  at  firft  fight,  fome  refpite  from 
pain,  as  it  would  put  an  end  both  to  his  life  and 
his  misfortunes  together. 

One  may  fuppofe  that,  with  all  the  concern 
and  afFedion  which  was  natural,  fhe  beheld  her 
lord  afBided  both  with  poverty  and  ficknefs  ; 
by  one  fudden  blow,  brought  down  from  his  pa« 
lace  to  the  dunghill  :  —  in  one  mournful  day  fhe 
faw  that  not  only  the  fortunes  of  his  houfe  were 
blafted,  but  likewife  the  hopes  of  his  pofterity  cut 
off  for  ever  by  the  untimely  lofs  of  his  children. 
She  knew  he  was  a  virtuous  and  an  upright  man^ 
and  deferved  a  better  fate;— -her  heart  bled 
the  more  for  him  ;  —  fhe  faw  the  profpeft  before 
him  was  dreadful  ;  —  that  there  appeared  no 
pofTible  means  which  could  retrieve  the  fad  fitu- 
ation  of  his  affairs  :  —  that  death,  —  the  lafl, 
the  fureft  friend  to  the  unfortunate,  —  could 
only  fet  him  free  ;  ~  and  that  it  was  better  to 
refolve  upon  that  at  once,  than  vainly  endeavour 
to  wade  through  fuch  a  fea  of  troubles,  which, 
in  the  end,  would  overwhelm  him.  We  may 
fuppofe  her  fpirits  finking  under  thofe  apprehen- 
fions,  when  fhe  began  to  look  upon  his  conflancy 
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as  a  fruitlefs  virtue,  and,  from  that  perfuafio% 
to  have  faid  unto  him,  —  Curfe  God,  —  depend 
no  longer  upon  him,  nor  wait  the  iflues  of  his 
providence,  which  has  already  forfaken  thee  t 
as  there  is  no  help  from  that  quarter,  refolve 
to  extricate  thyfelf  j  —  and,  fmce  thou  haft  met 
with  no  juftice  in  this  world,  —  leave  it,  —  die,, 
and  farce  thy  palTage  into  a  better  country,  where 
misfortunes  cannot  follow  thee. 

Whether  this  paraphrafe  upon  the  words  is 
juft,  or  the  former  interpretations  be  admitted, 
the  reply  in  the  text  is  equally  proper  ;  —  What ! 
—  Shall  we  receive  good  at  the  hands  of  God^. 
and  fhall  we  not  receive  evil  alfo  ?  Are  not  both 
alike  the  difpenfations  of  an  all-wife  and  good 
Being,  who  knows  and  determines  what  is  beji 
and  wherefore  fhould  I  make  myfelf  the  judge, 
to  receive  the  one,  and  yet  be  fo  partial  as  to  re« 
jed  the  other,  when,  by  fairly  putting  both  inta 
the  fcale,  I  may  be  convinced  how  much  the 
good  outweighs  the  evil  in  all  cafes  ?  In  my  own^^ 
confider  how  ftrong  this  argument  is  againft 
me. 

In  the  beginning  of  my  days,  how  did  God 
crown  me  with  honour !  In  how  remarkable  a 
manner  did  his  providence  fet  a  hedge  about  me„ 
and  about  all  that  I  had  on  every  fide  !  —  how 
he  profpered  the  works  of  my  hands,  fo  that  our 
fubftance  and  happinefs  increafed  every  day  ! 

And  now,  when,  for  reafons  beft  known  to  his 
mfinite  wifdom,  he  has  thought  fit  to  try  me  ^ith 
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afflidlions,  —  fliall  I  rebel  againft  him,  in  finning 
with  my  lips,  and  charging  him  foolilhly  ?  — 
God  forbid  !  —  O,  rather,  may  I  look  up  to- 
wards that  hand  which  has  bruifed  me,  —  for  he 
jnaketh  fore,  and  he  bindeth  up  ;  he  woundeth, 
and  his  hands  make  whole.  From  his  bounty 
only  has  iffued  all  I  had  ;  from  his  wifdom  —  all 
I  have  loft ;  for  he  giveth,  and  he  hath  taken 
away  :  blelTed  be  his  name ! 

There  are  few  inftances  of  particular  virtue  more 
engaging  than  thofe  of  this  heroic  caft  ;  and  if  we 
take  the  teftimony  of  a  heathen  philofopher  upon 
it,  there  is  not  an  objeft  in  this  world  which  God 
can  be  fuppofed  to  look  down  upon  with  greater 
pleafure  than  that  of  a  good  man  involved  in  mis- 
fortunes, furrounded  on  all  fides  with  difficulties, 
—  yet  cheerfully  bearing  up  his  head,  and  ftrug-^ 
gling  againft  them  with  firmnefs  and  conftancy  of 
mind.  —  Certainly,  to  our  conceptions,  fuch  ob- 
jeds  muft  be  truly  engaging :  —  and  the  reafon 
of  fo  exalted  an  encomium  from  this  hand  is 
eafily  to  be  gueflfed  ;  no  doubt,  the  wifeft  of  the 
heathen  philofophers  had  found,  from  obferva- 
tion  upon  the  life  of  man,  that  the  many  troubles 
and  infirmities  of  his  nature,  the  ficknefles,  dif- 
appointments,  forrows  for  the  lofs  of  children  or 
property,  with  the  numberlefs  other  calamities 
and  crofs  accidents  to  which  the  lif^  of  man  is  fub- 
jeft,  were  in  themfelves  fo  great ;  —  and  fo  little 
folid  comfort  to  be  adlnini^^ered  from  the  mere 
refinements  of  philofophy  iu  fuch  ei?iergencie% 
o  3  that 
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that  there  was  no  virtue  which  required  greater 
eftbrts,  or  which  was  found  fo  difficult  to  be  at- 
chieved  upon  moral  principles,  —  upon  moral 
principles,  which  had  uo  foundation  to  fuftain 
this  great  weight  which  the  infirmities  of  our  na- 
ture laid  upon  it  ;  —  and,  for  this  reafon,  'tis 
obfervable,  that  there  is  no  fubjeft,  upon  wWch 
the  moral  writers  of  antiquity  have  exhaufted  fo 
much  of  their  eloquence,  or  where  they  have 
fpent  fuch  time  and  pains,  as  in  this  of  endeavour- 
ing to  reconcile  men  to  thefe  evils ;  infomuch, 
that  from  thence,  in  moft  modern  languages,  the 
patient  enduring  of  affliction  has,  by  degrees,  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Philofophy,  and  almoft  mono^ 
polized  the  word  to  itfelf,  as  if  it  was  the  chief  end 
or  compendium  of  all  the  wifdom  which  philofo- 
phy had  to  often  And  indeed,  confidering  what 
lights  they  had,  fome  of  them  wrote  exceedingly 
well ;  yet,  as  what  they  faid  proceeded  more  from 
the  head  than  the  heart,  'twas  generally  more  cal- 
cukted  to  filence  a  man  in  his  troubles,  than  to 
convince  and  teach  him  how  to  bea.r  them ;  and, 
therefore,  however  fubtle  and  ingenious  their  ar- 
guments might  appear  in  the  reading,  'tis  to  be 
feared  they  loft  much  of  their  efficacy  when  tried 
in  the  application.  If  a  man  was  thruft  back  in 
the  world  by  difappointmeuts,  or,  as  v/as  Job's 
cafe,  had  fuffered  afudden  change  in  his  fortunes^ 
from  an  affluent  condition  was  brought  down  by 
a  train  of  cruel  accidents,  and  pinched  with  po- 
verty, —  philofophy  would  come  in,  and  exhort 
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Mm  to  iland  his  ground  ;  —  it  would  tell  him, 
that  the  fame  greatnefs  and  ftrength  of  mind  which 
enabled  him  to  behave  well  in  the  days  of  his 
profperity,  ftiould  equally  enable  him  to  behave 
well  in  the  days  of  his  adverfity  ;  —  that  it  was 
the  property  of  only  weak  and  bafe  fpirits,  who 
were  info! eat  in  the  one,  to  be  dejefted  and  over- 
thrown by  the  other  ;  whereas,  great  and  gene- 
rous fouls  were  at  all  times  calm  and  equal :  as 
they  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  life  with  indif- 
ference, they  were  able  to  refign  them  with  the 
fame  temper,  —  and,  confequently,  were  out  of 
the  reach  of  fortune.  All  which,  however  fine, 
and  likely  to  fatisfy  the  fancy  of  a  man  at  eafe, 
eould  convey  but  little  confolation  to  a  heart  al- 
ready pierced  with  forrow  ;  —  nor  is  it  to  be  con- 
ceived how  an  unfortunate  creature  Ihould  any 
more  receive  relief  from  fuch  a  ledlure,  however 
juft,  than  a  man  racked  with  an  acute  fit  of  the 
gout  or  ftone,  could  be  fuppofed  to  be  fet  free 
from  torture  by  hearing  from  his  phyfician  a  nice 
dilFertation  upon  his  cafe.  The  philofophic  con- 
folations  in  ficknefs,  or  in  affli£lions  for  the  death 
of  friends  and  kindred,  were  juft  as  efficacious  ;  — 
and  were  rather,  in  general,  to  be  confidered  as 
good  fayings  than  good  remedies  ;  —  fo  that,  if  a 
man  was  bereaved  of  a  promifed  child,  in  whom 
all  his  hopes  and  expeftations  centered,  —  or  a 
wife  was  left  deftitute  to  mourn  the  lofs  and  pro- 
tection of  a  kind  and  tender  hufband,  Seneca  or 
Epidelus  would  tell  the  penfive  parent  and  dif- 
o  4  confolate 


aoo  SERMON  XV. 

confolate  widow,  — •  that  tears  and  lamentations 
for  the  dead  were  fruitlefs  and  abfurd  J  —  that  tq 
die  w^as  the  neceflary  and  unavoidable  debt  of  na* 
ture  ;  —  and,  as  it  could  admit  of  no  remedy,  ^ 
^twas  impious  and  foolifli  to  grieve  and  fret  them* 
felves  upon  it.  Upon  fuch  fage  counfel,  as  well  as 
many  other  leffons  of  the  fame  (lamp,  the  fame 
rejBedion  might  be  applied,  which  is  faid  to  have 
been  made  by  one  of  the  Roman  emperors  to  one 
who  adminiftered the  fame  confolations  to  him  on 
a  like  occafion  ;  to  whom,  advifmg  him  to  be 
comforted,  and  make  himfelf  eafy,  fmce  the  event 
had  been  brought  about  by  fatality,  and  could  not 
be  helped,  —  he  replied,  — '  That  this  was  fo 

*  far  from  leifening  his  trouble,  —  that  it  was 

*  the  very  circumftance  which  occafioned  it.'  — ? 
So  that,  upon  the  whole,  — -  when  the  true  value 
of  thefe,  and  many  more  of  their  current  argu- 
ments, have  been  weighed  and  brought  to  the 
left,  — r  one  is  led  to  doubt  whether  the  greateft 
part  of  their  heroes,  the  moft  renowned  for  con* 
ftancy,  were  not  much  more  indebted  to  good 
nerves  and  fpirits,  or  the  natural  happy  frame  of 
their  tempers  for  behaving  well,  than  to  any  ex- 
traordinary helps  which  they  could  be  fuppofecj 
to  receive  from  their  inftruftors ;  and,  therefore, 
I  fliould  make  no  fcruple  to  affert,  that  one  fuch 
inftance  of  patience  and  refignation  as  this,  which 
the  fcripture  gives  us  in  the  perfon  of  Job,  not  of 
pne  moft  pompoully  declaiming  upon  the  contempt 
of  pain  and  poverty,  but  of  a  man  funk  in  the  low« 

eft 


SERMON  XV.  201 

eft  condition  of  hmnanity,  to  behold  him  when 
ftripped  of  his  eftate,  his  wealth,  his  friends^ 
his  children,  — cheerfully  holding  up  his  head^ 
and  entertaining  his  hard  fortiine  with  firmnefs 
and  ferenity,  and  this,  not  from  a  ftoical  ftu- 
pidity,  but  ^  juflfenfe  of  God's  providence  and  a 
perfuafion  of  his  juftice  and  goodnefs  in  all  his. 
4eahngs  ;  — •  fuch  an  example,  I  fay,  as  this,  is 
of  more  univerfal  ufe,  fpeaks  truer  to  the  heart, 
^han  all  the  heroic  precepts  which  the  pedantry  of 
philofophy  has  to  offer. 

This  leads  me  to  the  point  I  aim  at  in  this  dif- 
courfe,  namely,  that  there  are  no  principles  but 
thofe  of  religion  to  be  depended  on  in  cafes  of  real 
diftrefs  j  and  that  thefe  are  able  to  encounter  the 
word  emergencies  ;  and  to  bear  us  up  under  all  the 
changes  and  chances  tp  which  our  life  isVubjeft. 

Confider  then  what  virtue  the  very  firft  prin-^ 
ciple  of  religion  has,  and  how  wonderfully  it  is 
conducive  to  thi§  end.  That  there  is  a  God,  a 
powerful,  a  wife,  a  good  Being,  who  firft  made 
the  worlds  and  continues  to  govern  it ;  —  by 
whofe  goodnefs  all  things  are  defigned,  ^  and  by 
whofe  providence  all  things  are  conduced,  to 
bring  about  the  greatefl:  and  bed  ends.  The  for- 
rowful  and  penlive  wretch  that  was  giving  way 
to  his  misfortunes,  and  mournfully  fmking  under 
them,  the  mornent  this  doctrine  comes  in  to  his 
aid,  hufhes  ^11  his  complaints,  —  and  thus  fpeaks 
comfort  to  his  foul :  — r-  Mt  is  the  Lord,  —  let 
^  him  do  what  feemeth  him  good  ■ —  without- 

his 
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his  direclion,  I  know  that  no  evil  can  befal  me^ 

—  without  his  permiffion,  that  no  power  can  hurt 
me.  —  It  is  impoffible  a  Being  fo  wife  Ihould  mif- 
take  my  happinefs,  —  or  that  a  Being  fo  good 
fhould  contradid  it.  If  he  has  denied  me  riches 
or  other  advantages,  —  perhaps  he  forefees  the 
gratifying  my  wifhes  would  undo  me,  and,  by 
my  own  abufe  of  them,  be  perverted  to  my  ruin. 

—  If  he  has  denied  me  the  requefl  of  children, 

—  or,  in  his  providence,  has  thought  fit  to  take 
them  from  me,  —  how  can  I  fay  —  whether  he 
has  not  dealt  kindly  with  me,  and  only  taken  that 
away  which  he  forefaw  would  embitter  and  flior- 
ten  my  days  ?  It  does  fo  to  thoufands,  where  the 
difobedience  of  a  thankiefs  child  has  brought  down 
the  parent's  grey  hairs  with  forrow  to  the  grave. 
Has  he  vifited  me  with  ficknefs,  poverty,  or  other 
difappointments  ?  —  can  I  fay,  but  thefe  are  blef- 
fmgs  in  difguife  ?  —  fo  many  different  expreflions 
of  his  care  and  concern  to  difentangle  my  thoughts 
from  this  world,  and  fix  them  upon  another,  — ^ 
another,  a  better  world  beyond  this  !  —  This 
thought  opens  a  new  fcene  of  hope  and  confola- 
lion  to  the  unfortunate  ;  — and,  as  the  perfuafion 
of  a  Providence  reconciles  him  to  the  evils  he  has 
fuffered,  —  this  profpecl  of  a  future  life  gives  him 
ftrength  to  defpife  them,  and  efleem  the  light  af-^- 
fiiftions  of  his  life  as  they  are,  —  not  worthy  to 
be  compared  to  what  is  referved  for  hun  here* 
after. 

Things  are  great  or  fmall  by  comparifon,  — 
1 3  and 


SERMON  XV. 


203 


and  he  who  looks  no  farther  than  this  world,  and 
balances  the  accounts  of  his  joys  and  fufferings 
from  that  confideration,,  finds  all  his  forrows 
enlarged,  and,  at  the  clofe  of  them,  will  be  apt  to 
look  back,  and  cafl  the  fame  fad  refleftion  upon 
the  whole  which  the  Patriarch  did  to  Pharaoh^  — 
"  That  few  and  evil  had  been  the  days  of  his  pil- 

grimage.'*  But  let  him  lift  up  his  eyes  towards 
Heaven,  and  ftedfaftly  behold  the  life  and  immor- 
tality of  a  future  ftate  ;  ■ —  he  then  wipes  away  all 
tears  from  off  his  eyes  for  ever  and  ever  ;  —  like 
the  exiled  captive,  big  with  the  hopes  that  he  is 
returning  home,  —  he  feels  not  the  weight  of  his 
chains,  nor  counts  the  days  of  his  captivity,  but 
looks  forward  with  rapture  towards  the  country 
where  his  heart  is  fled  before  him. 

Thefe  are  the  aid3  which  religion  offers  us  to- 
wards the  regulating  of  our  fpirit  under  the  evils 
of  life  ;  —  but,  like  great  cordials,  they  are  fel* 
dom  ufed  but  on  great  occurrences.  —  In  the 
ieffer  evils  of  life  we  feem  to  ftand  unguarded, 
and  our  peace  and  contentment  are  overthrown^ 
and  our  happinefs  broke  in  upon  by  a  little  im- 
patience of  fpirit,  under  the  crofs  and  untoward 
accidents  we  meet  with.  —  Thefe  ftand  unprovi- 
ded  for,  and  we  negled  them  as  we  do  the  flighter 
indifpofitions  of  the  body,  —  which  we  think  not 
ivorth  treating  ferxoufly,  —  and  fo  leave  them 
to  nature*  In  good  habits  of  the  body,  this  may 
do  ;  —  and  I  would  gladly  believe  there  are  fuch 
good  habits  of  the  temper  ;  fuch  a  complexional 
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eafe  and  health  of  heart,  as  may  often  fave  the 
patient  much  medicine.  — -  We  are  ftillto  confider^ 

that  however  fuch  good  frames  of  mind  are 
got,  —  they  are  worth  preferving  by  all  rules  : 

patience  and  contentment,  —  which  like  the 
treafure  hid  in  the  field,  for  which  a  man  fold  all 
he  had  to  purchafe,  —  is  of  that  price  that  it  can- 
not be  had  at  too  great  a  purchafe,  fmce,  without 
it,  the  befl  coiadition  in  life  camiot  make  us  hapy ; 
^  and,  with  it,  it  is  impollible  we  fhould  be  mu 
ferable  even  in  the  worft«  —  Give  me  leave,  there- 
fore,  to  clofe  this  difcourfe  with  fome  refledions 
upon  the  fubjefl  of  a  contented  mind,  — ^  and  the 
duty  in  man  of  regulating  his  fpirit,  in  our  way 
through  life  ;  — *  a  fubjeft  in  every  body's  mouth, 
^  preached  upon  daily  to  our  friends  and  kin« 
dred,  — •>  but  too  oft  in  fuch  a  ftyle,  as  to  con« 
vince  the  party  lectured  only  of  this  truth,  — 
That  we  bear  the  misfortunes  of  others  with  ex- 
cellent tranquillity. 

I  believe  there  are  thoufands  fo  extravagant  in 
their  ideas  of  contentment,  as  to  imagine  that 
it  muft  confift  in  having  every  thing  in  this  world 
turn  out  the  way  they  wilh  ;  — ^  that  they  are  to 
fit  down  in  happinefs,  and  feel  ther^felves  fo  at 
eafe  in  all  points,  as  to  defire  nothing  better,  and 
nothing  more,  I  own  there  are  inftances  of  fome 
who  feem  to  pafs  through  the  world  as  if  all  their 
paths  had  been  ftrewed  with  rofe-buds  of  delight ; 
—  but  a  little  experience  will  convince  us,  'tis  a 
fatal  expectation  to  go  upon.  —  We  are  born  to 
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irouble  ;  and  we  may  depend  upoii  it^  whilft  we 
live  in  this  world  w^e  fliall  have  it,  though  with  in- 
termiflions  ;  ~  that  is,  in  whatever  ftate  we  are^ 
we  fhaM  find  a  mixture  of  good  and  evil ;  and, 
therefore,  the  true  way  to  contentment  is  to  know 
how  to  receive  thefe  certain  viciffitudes  of  iil-e,  — 
the  returns  of  good  and  evil,  fo  as  neither  to  be  ex- 
alted by  the  one,  or  overthrown  by  the  other,  but 
to  bear  ourfelves  towards  every  thing  w^hich^^hap- 
pens,  wath  fuch  eafe  and  indifference  of  mind  as  to 
hazard  as  little  as  may  be.  This  is  the  true  tem- 
perate climate  fitted  for  us  by  Nature,  and  in  w^hich 
every  wife  man  would  wifh  to  live.  —  God  know^s 
we  are  perpetually  ftraying  out  of  it ;  and^  by 
giving  wings  to  our  imaginations  in  the  tranfports 
we  dream  of,  from  fuch  or  fuch  a  ntuation  in  life^^ 
w^e  are  carried  away  alternately  into  all  the  ex- 
tremes of  hot  and  cold,  for  which  as  we  are  nei- 
ther fitted  by  nature,  nor  prepared  by  expeftation^ 
we  feel  them  with  all  their  violence,  and  with  all 
their  danger  too. 

God,  for  wife  reafons,  has  made  our  affairs  in 
this  world  almoft  as  fickle  and  capricious  as  our- 
felves ;  —  pain  and  pleafure,  Hke  light  and  dark* 
nefs,  fucceed  each  other  ;  —  and  he  that  knows 
how  to  accomodate  himfelf  to  their  periodical  re- 
turns, and  can  wifely  extradl  the  good  from  the 
^il,  —  knows  only  how  to  live  :  —  this  is  true 
contentment,  at  leaft  all  that  is  to  be  had  of  it  in 
this  world  ;  and  for  this  every  man  mud  be  in- 
debted, not  to  his  fortune  but  to  himfelf.  —  And^ 
1 2  ^  indeed. 
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indeed,  it  would  have  been  ftrange,  if  a  duty  fd 
becoming  us  as  dependent  creatures,  —  and  fa 
necelTary,  befides,  to  all  our  well-beings,  had  been 
placed  out  of  the  reach  of  any  in  fome  meafure 
to  put  in  praftice  ;  —  and,  for  this  reafon,  there 
is  fcarce  any  lot  fo  low,  but  there  is  fomething  in 
it  to  fatisfy  the  man  whom  it  has  befallen  ;  Provi- 
dence  having  fo  ordered  things,  that  in  every 
man's  cup,  how  bitter  foever,  there  are  fome  cor- 
dial drops,  —  fome  good  circumftances,  which^ 
if  wifely  extracted,  are  fufficient  for  the  purpofe 
he  wants  them,  —  that  is,  to  make  him  contented^ 
and,  if  not  happy,  at  lead  refigned.  May  God 
blefs  us  all  with  this  fpirit,  for  the  fake  of  Jefus 
Chrift !  Amen* 


(    ^^7  ) 
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THE  CHARACTER  OF  SHIMEI. 

2  Samuel  xix.  21.    ift  part. 
But  Abifhai  faid.  Shall  not  Shimeibeput  to  death  for  this  ? 

IT  has  not  a  good  afpeft,  —  This  h 
the  fecond  thne  Abifhai  has  propo- 
fed  Shimei's  deftrudion  ;  once  in  the  1 6th  chap- 
ter, on  a  fudden  tranfport  of  indignation,  wheii 
Shimei  curfed  David.  —  Why  fliould  this  dead 
"  dog,  cried  Abifliai,  curfe  my  lord  the  king  ? 
"  let  me  go  over,  I  pray  thee  and  cut  off  hi^ 
"  head/*  —  This  had  fomething  at  leaft  of  gal- 
lantry in  it ;  for,  in  doing  it,  he  hazarded  his 
own ;  and,  befides,  the  offender  was  not  other- 
wife  to  be  come  at.  The  fecond  time  is  in  the 
text,  when  the  offender  was  abfolutely  in  their 
power,  —  when  the  blood  was  cool,  and  the  fup- 
pliant  was  holding  up  his  hands  for  mercy* 

 '  Shall  not  Shimei^  anfv/ered  Abifhai,  be 

put  to  death  for  this  ?  So  unrelenting  a  purfuit 
looks  lefs  like  juflice  than  revenge,  which  is  fo 
cowardly  a  pafTion,  that  it  renders  Abifhai's  firfl 
inftance  almofl  inconfiflent  with  the  fecond.  I 
fliall  not  endeavour  to  reconcile  them,  but  con- 
fine the  difcourfe  fimply  to  Shimei,  and  make 
fuch  reflexions  upon  his  chara£ter  as  m.ay  be  of 
ufe  to  fociety« 

Upon 
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Upon  the  news  of  his  fon  Abfalom's  confpi^ 
racy,  David  had  fled  from  Jerufalem,  and  from 
his  own  houfe,  for  fafety  :  the  reprefentation  gi- 
ven of  the  manner  of  it  is  truly  affefting  :  never 
was  a  fcene  of  forrow  fo  full  of  diftrefs  ! 

The  king  fled  with  all  his  houfehold,  to  fave 
himfelf  from  the  fword  of  the  man  he  loved  ;  he 
fled  with  all  the  marks  of  humble  forrow, 
^'  with  his  head  covered  and  barefoot and  as  he 
went  by  the  afcent  of  mount  Olivet,  the  facred 
hiftorian  fays  he  wept  :  —  fome  gladfome  fcenes^ 
perhaps,  which  there  had  pafs'd,  —  fome  hours 
of  feflivity  he  had  fliared  with  Abfalom  in  better 
days,  prefled  tenderly  upon  nature ;  —  he  wept 
at  this  fad  viciflitude  of  things  ;  —  and  all  the 
people  that  were  with  him,  fmitten  with  his  af^ 
flidtion,  covered  each  man  his  head^  —  weep* 
*^  ing  as  he  went  up.'^ 

It  was  on  this  occafion,  when  David  had  got  to 
Bahurim,  that  Shimei  the  fon  of  Gera,  as  we 
read  in  the  5th  verfe,  came  out,  —  Was  it  with 
the  choicefl  oils  he  could  gather  from  mount 
Olivet,  to  pour  into  his  wounds  ?  —  Times  and 
troubles  had  not  done  enough  ;  and  thou  ca** 
meft  out,  Shimei,  to  add  thy  portion  1  — — 
"  And  as  he  came,  he  curfed  David^and  threw 
ftones  and  caft  duft  at  him  ;  and  thus  faid 
Shimei,  when  he  curfed  :  Go  to,  thou  man  of 
Belial,  thou  haft  fought  blood,  —  and  be- 
hold  thou  art  caught  in  thy  own  mifchief ;  for 

now 
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How  hath  the  Lord  returned  upon  thee  all  the 

blood  of  Saul  and  his  houfe." 

There  is  no  fmall  degree  of  malicious  craft  in 
fixing  upon  a  feafon  to  give  a  mark  of  enmity 
and  ill-will :  a  word,  —  a  look,  which  at  one 
time  would  make  no  impreffion,  — -  at  another 
time  wounds  the  heart,  and  like  a  fhaft  flying 
with  the  wind,  pierces  deep,  which,  with  its  own 
natural  force,  would  fcarce  have  reached  the 
objeft  aimed  at* 

This  feemed  to  have  been  Shlm^i^s  hopes  ; 
but  excefs  of  malice  makes  men  too  quick-fighted 
even  for  their  own  purpofe.  Could  Shimei  pof- 
fibly  have  waited  for  the  ebb  of  David's  paflions, 
and  till  the  firft  great  confiift  within  him  had 
been  over,  —  then  the  reproach  of  being  guilty 
of  SauFs  blood  mull:  have  hurt  him  :  —  his  heart 
was  poffelTed  with  other  feelings,  it  bled  for  the 
deadly  fling  which  Abfalom  had  given  him  j  — 
he  felt  not  the  indignity  of  a  flranger  :  —  "  Be- 

hold  my  fon  Abfalom,  who  came  out  of  my 

bowels,  feeketh  my  life !  —  how  much  more 

may  Shimei  do  it !  —  let  him  alone  ;  it  may 

be  the  Lord  may  look  upon  my  affliftion,  and 

requite  me  good  for  this  evil/' 

An  injury  unanfwered,  in  courfe,  grov/s  w^eary 
of  itfelf,  and  dies  away  in  a  voluntary  remorfe. 

In  bad  difpofitions,  capable  of  no  reftraint  but 
fear,  —  it  has  a  different  effed  ;  —  the  fil  nt  di- 
geilion  of  one  wrong  provokes  a  fecond.  —  He 
purfues  him  with  the  fame  inveftive.  ™  "  and  as 

VQU  nr.     .  p  «  David 
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^'  David  and  his  men  went  by  the  way,  Shimei 
went  along  on  the  hilFs  fide  over  againft 
"  him  ;  and  curfed  as  he  went,  and  cad  duft  at 
"  him/^ 

The^  infolence  of  bafe  minds  in  fuccefs  is  bound- 
lefs,  and  would  fcarce  admit  of  a  comparifon, 
did  not  they  themfelves  furnifli  us  with  one,  in 
the  degrees  of  their  abjedion,  when  evil  returns 
upon  them  :  —  the  fame  poor  heart  which  ex- 
cites ungenerous  tempers  to  triumph  over  a 
fallen  adverfary,  in  fome  inftances,  feems  to  exalt 
them  above  the  point  of  courage,  fmks  them,  in 
others,  even  below  cowardice  :  —  not  unlike 
fom.e  little  particles  of  matter  ftruck  off  from  the 
furface  of  dirt  by  funfliine,  —  dance  and  fport 
there  whilft  it  lafts,  —  but  the  moment  'tis  with- 
drawn, —  they  fall  down  ;  —  for  duft  they  are, 
—  and  u^nto  dull  they  unill  return  ; — whilft  fir* 
mer  and  larger  bodies  preferve  the  ftations  which 
Nature  has  affigned  them,  fubjefted  to  laws  which 
no  change  of  weather  can  alter.  . 

This  laft  did  not  feem  to  be  Shimei's  cafe  :  in 
all  David's  profperity,  there  is  no  mention  made 
of  him  ;  —  he  thruft  himfelf  forward  into  the 
circle,  and,  poffibly,  was  numbered  amongft 
friends  and  well-wifliers. 

When  the  fcene  changes,  and  David's  trou- 
bles force  him  to  leave  his  houfe  in  defpair,  — 
Shimei  is  the  firft  man  we  hear  of  who  comes 
out  againft  him* 

The  wheel  turns  round  once  more  ;  Abfalom 
is  caft  down,  and  David  returns  in  peace  —  Shi- 

1 2  mei 
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mei  fuits  his  behaviour  to  the  occafion,  and  is  the 
firft  man  alfo  who  haftes  to  greet  him  ;  —  and, 
had  the  wheel  turnM  round  a  hundred  times, 
Shimei,  I  dare  fay,  in  every  period  of  its  rotation, 
would  have  been  uppermoft. 

O  Shimei !  would  to  Heaven,  when  thou  waft 
flain,  that  all  thy  family  had  been  flain  with  thee, 
and  not  one  of  thy  refemblance  left !  but  ye  have 
multiplied  exceedingly,  and  replenifhed  the 
earth  ;  and,  if  I  prophefy  rightly,  —  ye  will  in 
the  end fubdue  it ! 

There  is  not  a  charafter  in  the  world  which 
has  fo  bad  an  influence  upon  the  affairs  of  it,  as 
this  of  Shimei.  Whilft  power  meets  with  honeft 
checks,  and  the  evils  of  life  with  honeft'  refuge, 
the  world  will  never  be  undone  :  but  thou,  Shi« 
mei,  has  fappM  it  at  both  extremes ;  for  thou 
corrupteft  profperity,  —  and  'tis  thou  who  haft 
broken  the  heart  of  poverty ;  and,  fo  long  as 
worthlefs  fpirits  can  be  ambitious  ones,  'tis  a 
charafter  we  ftiall  never  want.  O  !  it  infefts  the 
court,  the  camp,  —  the  cabinet !  —  it  infefts 
the  church  !  —  go  where  you  will,  —  in  every 
quarter,  in  every  profeflion,  you  fee  a  Shimei 
following  the  wheels  of  the  fortunate  through 
thick  mire  and  clay !  — 

—  Hafte,  Shimei !  —  hafte,  or  thou  wilt  be 
undone  for  ever.  —  Shimei  girdeth  up  his  loins 
and  fpeedeth  after  him.  —  Behold  the  hand  which 
governs  every  thing,  —  takes  the  wheels  from  off 
his  chariot,  fo  that  he  who  driveth,  driveth  on 
heavily.  —  Shimei  doubles  his  fpeed,  ^  but  'tis 

p  2  the 
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the  contrary  way ;  he  flies  like  the  wind  over  a 
fandy  defert,  and  the  place  thereof  fiiall  know  it 
no  more  :  ftay  Shimei  1  'tis  your  patron,  — » 
your  friend,  —  your  benefa6lor  ;  'tis  the  man 
who  has  raifed  you  from  the  dunghill !  —  'Tis 
all  one  to  Shimei :  Shimei  is  the  barometer  of 
every  man's  fortune  ;  marks  the  rife  and  fall  of 
it,  with  all  the  variations  from  fcorching  hot  to 
freezing  cold  upon  his  countenance,  that  thefmile 
will  admit  of,  —  Is  a  cloud  upon  thy  affairs  ?  — 
fee,  —  it  hangs  over  Shimei's  brow.  —  Haft  thou 
been  fpoken  for  to  the  king  or  the  captain  of  the 
hoft  without  fuccefs  ?  —  Look  not  into  the  court- 
calendar  ;  —  the  vavancy  is  filled  up  in  Shimei's 
face.  — "  Art  thou  in  debt  ?  —  though  not  to 
Shimei,  —  no  matter ;  —  the  worft  officer  of  the 
law  fhall  not  be  more  infolent. 

What  then,  Shimei,  is  the  guilt  of  poverty  fo 
black,  — -  is  it  of  fo  general  a  concern^  that  thou 
and  all  thy  family  muft  rife  up  as  one  man  to 
reproach  it  ?  —  when  it  loft  every  thing, —  did 
it  lofe  the  right  to  pity  too  ?  or  did  he  who 
maketh  poor  as  v/ell  as  maketh  rich,  ftrip  it  of 
its  natural  powers  to  mollify  the  hearts  and 
fupple  the  temper  of  your  race  ?  —  Truft  me,  ye 
have  much  to  anfwer  for;  it  is  this  treatment 
which  it  has  ever  met  with  from  fpirits  like 
yours,  which  has  gradually  taught  the  world  to 
look  upon  it  as  the  greateft  of  evils,  and  fliun 
it  as  the  worft  difgrace ;  —  and  what  is  it, 
I  befeech  you  ;  « — what  is  it  that  man  will 
not  do  to  keep  ,  clear  of  fo  fore  an  imputation  and 

pumfh* 
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pnnijflinient  ?  —  it  is  not  to  fly  from  this  that  "  he 
"  rifes  earlyj  —  late  takes  reft,  —  and  eats  the 
"  bread  of  carefulnefs  —  that  he  plots,  con- 
trives,  —  fwears,  —  lies,  fhuffles,  —  puts  on  all 
jOiapes,  —  tries  all  garments,  —  wears  them  with 
this  or  that  fide  outward,  —  juft  as  it  favours  his 
efcape ! 

^  They  who  have  confidered  our  nature  affirm, 
tliat  {hame  and  difgrace  are  two  of  the  moft  infup- 
portable  evils  of  human  life  :  the  courage  and  fpi- 
rits  of  many  have  maftered  other  misfortunes,  and 
borne  themfelves  up  againft  them  ;  but  the  wifeft 
and  beft  of  fouls  have  not  been  a  match  for  thefe  j 
and  we  have  many  a  tragical  inftance  on  record, 
what  greater  evils  have  been  run  into  merely  to 
avoid  this  one. 

Without  this  tax  of  infamy,  poverty,  with  all 
the  burdens  it  lays  upon  our  flefh,  —  fo  long  as  it 
is  virtuous,  could  never  break  the  fpirits  of  a  man  ; 
all  its  hunger,  and  pain,  and  nakednefs,  are  no- 
thing to  it ;  they  have  fome  counterpoife  of  good  : 
and  befides,  they  are  directed  by  Providence,  and 
muft  be  fiibmitted  to  :  but  thefe  are  affliftions  not 
from  the  hand  of  God,  or  Nature  ;  —  "  for  they 

do  come  forth  of  the  duft,^^  and  moft  properly 
may  be  faid  to  fpring  out  of  the  ground  ;  and 
this  is  the  reafon  they  lay  fuch  ftrefs  upon  our  pa- 
tience, —  and  in  the  end,  create  fuch  a  diftruft  of 
the  world,  as  makes  us  look  up,  —  and  pray, 

Let  me  fall  into  thy  hands,  O  God !  but  let  me 
^'  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  men/' 

Agreeable  to  this  was  the  advice  of  Eiiphas  to 
p  3  Job 
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Job  in  the  day  of  his  diftrefs  :  —     acquaint  thy- 

felf  (faid  he)  now  with  God.""  —  Indeed  his 
poverty  feemed  to  have  left  him  no  other  friends  ; 
the  fwords  of  the  Sabeans  had  frightened  them 
away,  —  all  but  a  few  ;  and  of  what  kind  they 
were,  the  very  proverb,  of  Job^s  ccjjifortersj  — 
fays  enough. 

It  is  an  inftance  which  gives  one  great  concern 
for  human  nature.  That  a  man,  "  who  always 
*^  wept  for  him  who  was  in  trouble  ;  —  who  never 

faw  any  perifli  for  want  of  clothing  ;  —  who 
*^  never  fufFered  the  ftranger  to  lodge  in  the  ftreet, 
"  but  opened  his  door  to  the  traveller  ;  "  —  that 
a  man  of  fo  good  a  character,  —  "  That  he  never 

caufed  the  eyes  of  the  widow  to  fail,  —  or  had 
"  eaten  his  morfel  by  himfelf  alone,  and  the  fa- 
*^  therlefs  had  not  eaten  thereof ; —  that  fuch 
a  man^  the  moment  he  fell  into  poverty,  fhould 
have  occalion  to  cry  out  for  quarter,  —  "  Have 
"  mercy  upon  me,  O  my  friends !  for  the  hand  of 

God  has  touched  me.''  —  Gentlenefs  and  hu- 
manity, one  would  think,  would  melt  the  hardefl 
heart,  and  charm  the  fiercefl  fpirit ;  bind  up  the 
mod  violent  hand,  and  ftill  the  mofl  abufive 
tongue  ;  —  but  the  experiment  failed  in  a  ftronger 
inftance  of  him,  whofe  meat  and  drink  it  was  to  do 
us  good  ;  and  in  purfuit  of  which,  whofe  whole 
life  was  a  continued  fcene  of  kindnefs  and  of  in- 
fults,  for  which  we  muft  go  back  to  the  fame  ex- 
planation with  which  we  fet  out,  —  and  that  is^ 
the  fcandal  of  poverty.  — 

This  fellow,  we  know  not  whence  he  is/*  — 

was 
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was  the  popular  cry  of  one  part ;  and  with  thofe 
who  feemed  to  know  better,  the  query  did  not 
leffen  the  difgrace.  —  Is  not  this  the  carpenter, 
the  fon  of  Mary  ?  —  of  Mary  !  great  God  of  If- 
rael !   What !  —  of  the  meaneft  of  thy  people ! 

for  he  had  not  regarded  the  low  eftate  of  his 
hand-maiden,'^  —  and  of  the  pooreft,  too !  for 
fhe  had  not  a  lamb  to  offer,  but  was  purified,  as 
Mofes  directed  in  fuch  a  cafe,  by  the  oblation  of 
a  turtle  dove. 

That  the  Saviour  of  their  nation  could  be  poor, 
and  not  have  where  to  lay  his  head,  was  a 
crime  never  to  be  forgiven  :  and  though  the  pu- 
rity of  his  doftrine,  and  the  works  which  he  had 
done  in  its  fupport,  were  ftronger  arguments  on 
its  fide,  than  his  humiliation  could  be  againft  it,  — 
yet  the  offence  ftill  remained  ;  —  they  looked  for 
the  redemption  of  Ifrael ;  but  they  would  have  it 
only  in  thofe  dreams  of  power  which  filled  their 
imagination.   

Ye  who  weigh  the  worth  of  all  things  only  in 
the  goldfmith's  balance,  —  was  this  religion  for 
you  ?  —  a  religion  whofe  appearance  was  not  great 
and  fplendid,  —  but  looked  thin  and  meagre,  and 
whofe  principles  and  promifes  fhewed  more  like 
the  curfes  of  the  law  than  its  bleffmgs  :  —  for  they 
called  for  fufferings,  and  promifed  little  but  per- 
fecutions. 

In  truth,  it  is  not  eafy  for  tribulation  or  diftrefs, 
for  nakednefs  or  famine,  to  make  many  converts 
out  of  pride  ;  or  reconcile  a  worldly  heart  to  the 
p  4  fcorn 
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fcorn  and  reproaches  which  were  fure  to  be  the 
portion  of  every  one  who  believed  a  myftery  fo 
difcredited  by  the  world,  and  fo  unpalatable  to 
all  its  paffions  and  pleafures. 

But,  to  bring  this  fermon  to  its  proper  con- 
clufion  :  — 

If  Aflrea  or  Juftice  never  finally  took  her  leave 
of  the  world  till  the  day  that  poverty  nrft  became 
ridiculous,  it  is  matter  of  confolation,  that  the  God 
of  Juftice  is  ever  over  us  :  —  that  whatever  out- 
rages the  lownefs  of  our  condition  may  be  expofed 
to  from  a  mean  and  undifcerning  world,  —  that 
we  walk  in  the  prefence  of  the  greateft  and  moft 
generous  of  Beings,  who  is  infinitely  removed 
from  cruelty  and  ftraitnefs  of  mind,  and  all  thofe 
little  and  illiberal  paffions  with  which  we  hourly 
infult  each  other. 

The  worft  part  of  mankind  are  not  always  to  be 
conquered  ;  —  but  if  they  are,  —  "'tis  by  the  imi- 
tation of  thefe  qualities  which  muft  do  it :  —  ^tis 
true,  —  as  Tve  fliewn,  —  they  may  fail ;  but 
ftill  all  is  not  loft,  —  for  if  we  conquer  not  the 
world,  — ^  in  the  very  attempts  to  do  it,  we  ftiall 
at  leaft  conquer  ourfelves,  and  lay  the  foundation 
of  our  peace  (where  it  ought  to  be)  within  our 
ov(n  heartSo 


(  ) 
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THE   CASE  OF  HEZEKIAH   AND  THE 
MESSENGERS  ^  . 

2    KINGS    XX.  15, 

And  lie  faid,  What  have  they  feen  in  thine  houfe  ?  and  Heze- 
kiah  anfwered.  All  the  things  that  are  in  my  houfe  have 
they  feen  ;  there  is  nothing  amongil  all  my  treafures  that 
1  have  not  fhewn  them. 

AND  where  was'  the  harm,  }x^u'li  fay^ 
in  all  this  ? 

^  An  eallern  princej  the  fon  of  Baladine,  had 
^  fent  meffengers  with  prefents  as  far  as  from  Ba* 
^  bylon,  to  congratulate  Hezekiah  upon  the  re- 
^  covery  from  his  ficknefs ;  and  Hezekiah,  who 
'  was  a  good  prince,  afted  confiftently  with  him- 
^  felf ;  "  he  received  and  entertained  the  men^  and 

hearkened  unto  them  ;     ^  and  before  he  fent 

*  them  away,  he  courteoufly  fhewed  them  all  that 
^  was  worth  a  ftranger's  curiofity  in  his  houfe  and 
^  his  kingdom  ^  —  and  in  ihis^  feemed  only  to 
^  have  difcharged  himfelf  of  what  urbanity  or  the 

*  etiquette  of  courts  might  require/  Notwithftand- 
ingthisjin  the  verfe  which  immediately  follows  the 
text,  we  find  he  had  done  amifs  ;  and  as  a  punifh- 
pient  for  it,  that  all  his  riches,  which  his  forefa- 

^  Preached  before  his  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Hertford^ 
at  Paris,  1763. 
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thers  had  laid  up  in  (tore  unto  that  day,  were  threa- 
tened to  be  carried  away  in  triumph  to  Babylon  : 
—  the  very  place  from  whence  the  meffengers  had 
come* 

A  hard  return  !  and  what  his  behaviour  does  not 
feem  to  have  deferved.  To  fet  this  matter  in  a  clear 
hglitj  it  will  be  neceflary  to  enlarge  upon  the  whole 
llory ;  —  the  refleftions,  which  will  arife  out  of 
It,  as  we  go  along,  may  help  us  ;  — -  at  leaft,  I  hope 
they  will  be  of  ufe  on  their  own  account. 

After  the  miraculous  defeat  of  the  Aflynans, 
we  read  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  that  He- 
2iekiah  was  fick  even  unto  death ;  and  that  God 
fends  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  with  the  unwelcome  mef- 
fage,  ^'  That  he  lliould  fet  his  houfe  in  order  ;  for 

that  he  fliould  die,  and  not  live/' 

There  are  many  inftances  of  men,  who  have 
received  fuch  news  with  the  greateft  eafe  of  mind, 
and  even  entertained  the  thoughts  of  it  with  fmiles 
upon  their  countenances  ;  —  and  this,  either  from 
ilrength  of  fpirits  and  the  natural  cheerfulnefs  of 
their  temper,  or  that  they  knew  the  world,  and 
cared  not  for  it,  —  or  expeded  a  better ;  —  yet 
thoufands  of  good  men,  with  all  the  helps  of  phi- 
lofophy,  and  againft  all  the  affurances  of  a  well- 
fpent  life,  that  the  change  muft  be  to  their  ac- 
count, —  upon  the  approach  of  death  have  ftill 
leaned  towards  this  world,  and  wanted  fpirits  and 
refolution  to  bear  the  fhock  of  a  feparation  from 
it  for  ever. 

This,  in  fome  meafure,  feemed  to  have  been 

Hezekiah's 
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Hezekiali's  cafe ;  for  though  he  had  walked  be- 
fore God  m  truth,  and  with  a  perfect  heart,  and 
had  done  that  which  was  good  in  his  fight,  —  yet 
we  find  that  the  hafty  fummons  afflitled  him  great- 
ly ;  —  that  upon  the  dehvery  of  the  melTage  he 
wept  fore ;  —  that  he  turned  his  face  towards  the 
w^ll,  —  perhaps  for  the  greater  fecrecy  of  his  de- 
votion, and  that,  by  withdrawing  himfelf  thus  from 
all  external  objefts,  he  mjght  offer  up  his  prayer 
unto  his  God  with  greater  and  more  fervent  at- 
tention. 

—  And  he  prayed,  and  faid,  O  Lord  !  I  befeech 

thee  remember  !  O  Hezekiah  !  How  couldft 

thou  fear  that  God  had  forgotten  thee  !  or,  how 
couldfl  thou  doubt  of  his  remembrance  of  thy  in- 
tegrity, when  he  called  thee  to  receive  its  recom- 
pence ! 

But  here  it  appears  of  what  materials  man  is 
made.  He  purfues  happinefs ;  —  and  yet  is  fo 
content  with  mifery,  that  he  would  wander  for 
ever  in  this  dark  vale  of  it,  —  and  fay,  "  It  is 

good.  Lord,  to  be  here,  and  to  build  tabernacles 

of  reft !  and  fo  long  as  we  are  clothed  with 
flefh,  and  nature  has  fo  great  a  fliare  within  us,  it 
is  no  wonder  if  that  part  claims  its  right,  and 
pleads  for  the  fweetnefs  of  life,  notwithftanding 
all  its  cares  and  difappointments. 

This  natural  weaknefs,  no  doubt,  had  its  weight 
In  Hezekiah's  earneft  prayer  for  life ;  and  yet, 
from  the  fuccefs  it  met  with,  and  the  immediate 
change  of  God's  jpurpofe  thereupon,  it  is  hard  to 

imagine;^ 
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imagine,  but  that  it  mufl  have  been  accompanied 
with  fome  meritorious  and  more  generous  motive; 
and  if  we  fuppofe,  as  fome  have  done,  that  he 
turned  his  face  to\tards  the  wall,  becaufe  that  part 
of  his  chamber  looked  towards  the  temple,  the 
care  of  whofe  prefervation  lay  next  his  heart,  we 
may  confiftently  enough  give  this  fenfe  to  his 
prayer. 

^  O  God !  remember  how  I  have  walked  before 
'  thee  in  truth ;  —  how  much  I  h?tve  done  to  refcue 
^  thy  religion  from  error  and  falfehood  ;  —  thou 
^  knoweft  that  the  eyes  of  the  w^orld  are  fixed  upon 
*  me,  as  one  that  hath  forfaken  their  idokitry,  and 
^  reflored  thy  worfhip  ;  that  I  ftand  in  the  midft 
^  of  a  crooked  and  corrupt  generation,  which  looks 
^  through  all  my  aftions,  and  w^atches  all  events 
^  which  happen  to  me  :  if  now  they  fhall  fee  me 
^  fnatched  away  in  the  midft  of  my  days  and  fer- 
^  vice,  how  will  thy  great  name  fuffer  in  my  ex- 
^  tinftion  I  Will  jiot  the  heathen  fay,  This  is  to 
^  ferve  the  God  of  Ifrael !  • —  How  faithfully  did 
'  Hezekiah  walk  before  him !  —  What  enemies 
^  did  he  bring  upon  himfelf,  in  too  warmly  pro- 
■  moting  his  worfhip  !  and  now  when  the  hour  of 
^  iicknefs  and  dillrefs  came  upon  him,  and  he 
^  moft  wanted  the  aid  of  his  God,  —  behold  how" 
^  he  was  forfaken 

It  is  no^t  unreafonable  to  afcribe  fome  fuch 
picus  and  more  difmterefled  motive  to  Heze-: 
kiah^s  defire  of  life,  from  the  iflue  and  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  prayer.  «^      For  it  came  tq  pafs;^ 

before 
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^  before  Ifaiah  had  gone  out  into  the  middle 
court,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  himj 
"  faying.  Turn  again  and  tell  Hezekiah  I  have 
heard  his  prayer,  I  have  feen  his  tears ;  and 
"  behold  I  will  heal  him.'' 

It  was  upon  this  occafion,  as  we  read  in  the 
1 2th  verfe  of  this  chapter,  that  Baradockbaladan,, 
fon  of  Baladine  king  of  Babylon,  fent  letters  and 
a  prefent  unto  Hezekiah  :  he  had  heard  the  fame 
of  his  ficknefs  and  recovery ;  for  as  the  Chal- 
deans were  great  fearchers  into  the  fecrets  of 
nature,  efpecially  into  the  motions  of  the  celeftiai 
bodies,  in  all  probability  they  had  taken  notice,  at 
that  diftance,  of  the  ft  range  appearance,  of  the 
fhadow's  returning  ten  degrees  backwards  upon 
their  dials,  and  had  inquired  and  learned  upon 
what  account,  and  in  whofe  favour,  fuch  a  fign 
was  given  :  fo  that  this  aftronpmical  mxiracle, 
befides  the  political  motive  which  it  w^ould  fug- 
geft  of  courting  fuch  a  favourite  of  Heaven, 
had  been  fufiicient  by  itfelf  to  have  led  a  curious 
people  as  far  as  Jerufalem,  that  they  might  fee 
the  man  for  whofe  fake  the  Sun  had'  forfookhis 
courfe. 

And  here  we  fee  hov/  hard  it  is  to  ftand  the 
ihock  of  profperity  ;  and  how  much  truer  a 
proof  we  give  of  our  ftrength  in  that  extreme  of 
life,  than  in  the  other. 

In  all  the  trials  of  adverfity,  v\^e  find  that  Heze- 
kiah behaved  well ;  —  nothing  unmanned  him. 
Whea-iefieged  by  the  Affyrian  hoft,  which  fhut 
him  up  m  Jerufalem^  and  threatened  his  deftruc- 

tioB;,  — ' 
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tion,  —  he  ftood  unfhaken,  and  depended  upon 
God's  fuccour  !  —  when  cafl  down  upon  his 
bed  of  ficknefs,  and  threatened  with  death, 
he  meekly  turned  his  face  towards  the  wall, — > 
wept  and  prayed,  and  depended  upon  God's 
mercy !  —  but  no  fooner  does  profperity  return 
upon  him,  and  the  meffengers  from  a  far  country 
come  to  pay  the  flattering  homage  due  to  his 
greatnefs,  and  the  extraordinary  felicity  of  his 
life,  but  he  turns  giddy,  and  finks  under  the 
weight  of  his  good  fortune  ;  and  with  a  tranfport 
unbecoming  a  wife  man  upon  it,  'tis  faid,  he 
hearkened  unto  the  men,  and  fhewed  them  all 
the  houfe  of  his  precious  things,  the  filver  and  the 
gold,  the  fpices  and  the  precious  ointments,  and 
all  the  houfe  of  his  armour,  and  all  that  was 
found  in  his  treafures ;  that  there  was  nothing 
in  his  houfe,  nor  in  his  dominions,  that  Hezekiah 
j(hewed  them  not ;  for  though  it  is  not  exprefsly 
faid  here  (though  it  is  in  the  parallel  palFage  in 
Chronicles)  - —  nor  is  he  charged  by  the  prophet 
that  he  did  this  out  of  vanity  and  a  weak  tranfport 
of  oftentation, — yet  as  we  are  fure  God  could  not 
be  offended  but  where  there  was  a  real  crime,  we 
might  reafonably  conclude  that  this  was  his, — and 
that  He  w^ho  fearches  into  the  heart  of  man,  be^ 
held  that  his  was  corrupted  with  the  bleffings  he 
had  given  him,  and  that  it  was  jufl  to  make  what 
was  the  occafion  of  his  pride  become  the  inftru« 
ment  of  his  punifhment,  by  decreeing,  That  all 
the  riches  he  had  laid  up  in  (tore  until  that  day^ 
fliould  carried  away  in  triumph  to  Babylon ;  the 
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Very  place  from  whence  the  meflengers  had  come 
who  had  been  eye-witneffes  of  his  folly, 

^  O  Hezekiah  !  how  couldft  thou  provoke 
^  God  to  bring  this  judgment  upon  thee  ?  How 

could  thy  fpirit,  all  meek  and  gentle  as  it  w^as^ 
^  have  ever  fallen  into  this  fnare  ?  Were  thy 
*  treafures  rich  as  the  earth,  —  what !  was  thy 
^  heart  fo  vain  as  to  be  lifted  up  therewith  ? 
'  Was  not  all  that  was  valuable  in  the  world,  — 
^  nay,  was  not  Heaven  itfelf  almoft  at  thy  com- 
^  mand  whilft  thou  was  humble  ?  and,  How  was 
'  it  that  thou  couldfh  barter  away  all  this,  for 
^  what  was  lighter  than  a  bubble,  and  defecrate 
^  an  aftion  fo  full  of  courtefy  and  kindnefs  as 
^  thine  appeared  to  be,  by  fuffering  it  to  take  its 
'  rife  from  fo  polluted  a  fountain 

There  is  fcarce  any  thing  which  the  heart  more 
unwillingly  bears,  than  an  analyfis  of  this  kind. 

We  are  a  ftrange  compound ;  and  fomething 
foreign  from  what  charity  would  fufpedt,  fo  eter- 
nally twifts  itfelf  into  what  we  do,  that  not  only 
in  momentous  concerns,  where  intereft  lifts 
under  it  all  the  powers  of  difguife,  —  but  even 
in  the  moft  indifferent  of  our  aftions,  not  worth 
a  fallacy,  by  force  of  habit,  we  continue  it;  fo 
that  whatever  a  man  is  about,  —  obferve  him,  — ^ 
he  ftands  armed  infide  and  out  with  two  motives  j 
an  oftenfible  one  for  the  world,  —  and  another 
which  he  referves  for  his  own  private  ufe«  ™  This^ 
you  may  fay,  the  world  has  no  concern  with  : 
it  might  have  been  fo ;  but  by  obtruding  the 

vvTong 
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wrong  motive  upon  the  world,  and  flealing 
from  it  a  charafler,  inftead  of  winning  one,  — 
we  give  it  a  right,  and  a  temptation  along  with  it^ 
-to  inquire  into  the  affair. 

The  motives  of  the  one  for  doing  it,  are  often 
little  better  than  the  other  for  deferving  it.  Let 
us  fee  if  fome  fecial  virtue  may  not  be  extracted 
from  the  errors  of  both  the  one  and  the  other. 

Vanity  bids  all  her  fons  be  generous  and  brave^ 
—  and  her  daughters  chafte  and  courteous.  — 
But  why  do  v/e  want  her  inftruQiions  ?  —  Aik  the 
comedian,  who  is  taught  apart  he  feels  not.  — 

Is  it  that  the  principles  of  religion  want 
llrength,  or  that  the  real  pallion  for  what  is  good 
and  worthy  will  not  carry  us  high  enough  ?  God! 
thou  knoweft  they  carry  us  too  high  j  —  we  want 
not  to  be.  —  but  to  feem  !  — 

Look  cut  of  your  door,  —  take  notice  of  that 
man ;  lee  what  difquieting,  intriguing,  and 
ihifting,  he  is  content  to  go  through,  merely  to 
be  thought  a  man  of  plain-dealing  !  three  grains 
of  honefty  would  fave  him  all  this  trouble  :  — 
alas !  he  has  them  not  !  — 

Behold  a  fecond,  under  a  {how  of  piety,  hid« 
ing^  the  imuurities  of.  a  debauched  life !  —  he  is 
juft  entering  the  houfe  of  God  :  —  w^ould  he 
was  more  pure,  —  or  lefs  pious  !  —  but  then  he 
CO  uld  not  gain  his  point ! 

Obferve  a  third  going  on  almofl  in  the  fame 
track.    With   what   an   inflexible   fanflity  of 
deportment    he    fuftains   himfelf  as   he  ad- 
14  vancesl 
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vances !  ~  every  line  in  hi^  face  writes  abfti- 
nence  ;  —  every  ftride  looks  like  a  check  upon 
his  defires.  See,  I  befeech  you,  how  he  is  clok- 
ed  up  with  fermons,  prayers,  and  facraments ; 
and  fo  bemuffled  with  the  externals  of  religion, 
that  he  has  not  a  hand  to  fpare  for  a  worldly 
purpofe !  —  he  has  armour  at  lead  :  —  Why 
does  he  put  it  on  ?  Is  there  no  ferving  God  with- 
out all  this  ?  Muft  the  garb  of  religion  be  ex- 
tended fo  wide,  to  the  danger  of  its  rending  ?  — 
Yes  truly,  or  it  will  not  hide  the  fecret :  —  and. 
What  is  that  ? 

—  That  the  faint  has  no  religion  at  all  ! 

But  here  comes  Generofity  ;  giving,  —  not  to 
a  decayed  artift,  —  but  to  the  Arts  and  Sciences 
themfelves.  —  See,  —  he  ^  builds  not  a  cham- 
^  ber  in  the  wall  apart  for  the  prophet but 
whole  fchools  and  colleges  for  thofe  who  come 
after.  Lord  !  how  they  will  magnify  his  name  ! 
—  ^tisin  capitals  already  ;  the  firft,  —  the  high- 
eft,  in  the  gilded  rent-roll  of  every  hofpital  and 
afylum. 

—  One  honeft  tear  fhed  in  private  over  the 
unfortunate,  is  worth  it  all. 

What  a  problematic  fet  of  creatures  does  fimu- 
lation  make  us !  Who  would  divine  that  all  that 
anxiety  and  concern,  fo  vifible  in  the  airs  of  one 
half  of  that  great  alTembly,  Ihould  arife  from  no- 
thing elfe,  but  that  the  other  half  of  it  may  think 
them  to  be  men  of  confequence,  penetration,  parts^ 
and  conduft  ?  —  What  a  noife  am.ong  the  claim- 
ants about  it !    Behold  Humility^  out  of  mere 

voL^  III.  Q  pride!  « 
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pride  !  —  and  Honelly,  almoft  out  of  knavery  ! — = 
Chaftity,  never  once  in  harm's  way !  and  Cou« 
rage,  like  a  Spanifli  foldier  upon  an  Italian  ftage, 

—  a  bladder  full  of  wind  i  —  Hark !  that,  —  the 
found  of  that  trumpet,  —  let  not  my  foldier  run  ; 

—  'tis  fome  good  Chriftian  giving  alms.  O, 
Pity  !  thou  gentleft  of  human  paflions  !  foft  and 
tender  are  thy  notes,  and  ill  accord  they  with  fo 
loud  an  inftrument ! 

Thus  fomething  jars,  and  will  for  ever  jar  in 
thefe  cafes :  Impofture  is  all  diffonance,  let  what 
mafter  foever  of  it  undertake  the  part ;  let  him 
harmonize  and  modulate  it  as  he  may,  one  tone 
will  contradict  another  ;  and  whilft  we  have  ears 
to  hear,  we  lhall  diftinguifh  it ;  'tis  Truth  only 
which  is  confillent  and  ever  in  harmony  with  it- 
felf :  it  fits  upon  our  lips,  like  the  natural  notes 
of  fome  melodies,  ready  to  drop  out,  whether  we 
will  or  no  ;  —  it  racks  no  invention  to  let  our- 
felves  alone,  —  and  needs  fear  no  critic  to  have 
the  fame  excellency  in  the  heart  which  appears 
in  the  action. 

It  is  a  pleafmg  allufion  the  Scripture  makes  ufe 
of  in  calling  us  fometimes  a  houfe,  and  fometimes 
a  temple,  according  to  the  more  or  lefs  exalted 
qualities  of  the  fpiritual  gueft  which  is  lodged 
within  us.  Whether  this  is  the  precife  ground  of 
the  diftindion,  I  will  not  affirm  :  but  thus  much 
may  be  faid,  that,  if  we  are  to  be  temples,  *tis 
truth  and  fmglenefs  of  heart  which  muft  make 
the  dedication :  'tis  this  which  muft  firft  diftinguifh 
them  from  the  unhallowed  pile,  where  dirty 
1 2  tricks 
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tricks  and  impofitions  are  praftifed  by  the  hofl 
upon  the  traveller,  who  tarries  but  for  a  moment, 
and  returns  not  again. 

We  all  take  notice,  how  clofe  and  referved 
people  are  ;  —  but  we  do  not  take  notice,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  every  one  may  have  fomething  to 
conceal  as  well  as  ourfelves  ;  and  that  we  are 
only  marking  the  diflances  and  taking  the  mea~ 
fures  of  felf-defence  from  each  other  in  the  very 
inftances  we  complain  of.  This  is  fo  true,  that 
there  is  fcarce  any  character  fo  rare  as  a  man  of 
real,  open,  and  generous  integrity,  —  who  car« 
ries  his  heart  in  his  hand,  —  who  fays  the  thing 
he  thinks,  and  does  the  thing  he  pretends.  Though 
no  one  can  diflike  the  charafter,  —  yet  Difcre- 
tion  generally  fliakes  her  head,  —  and  the  world 
foon  lets  him  into  the  reafon. 

"  O  that  I  had  in  the  wildernefs  a  lodging  of 

way-faring  men !  that  I  might  leave  fuch  a 
"  people,  and  go  from  them !  —  Where  is  the 
man  of  a  nice  fenfe  of  truth  and  flrong  feelings, 
from  whom  the  duplicity  of  the  world  has  not  at 
one  time  or  other  wrung  the  fame  wilh  ?  and 
where  lies  the  wildernefs  to  which  fome  one  h^s 
not  fled  from  the  fame  melancholy  impulfe  ? 

Thus  much  for  thofe  who  give  occafion  to  be 
thought  ill  of.  Let  us  fay  a  word  or  two  unto 
thofe  who  take  it. 

But  to  avoid  all  common-place  cant  as  much 
as  I  can  on  this  head,  —  I  will  forbear  to  fay, 
becaufe  I  do  not  think  it,  that  'tis  a  breach  of 
Q  2  Chriftian 
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Chriftian  charity  to  think  or  fpeak  evil  of  our 
neighbour,  &c. 

—  We  cannot  avoid  it :  our  opinions  rnufl 
follow  the  evidence  ;  and  we  are  perpetually  in 
fuch  engagements  and  fituations,  that  'tis  our 
duty  to  fpeak  what  our  opinions  are  ;  —  but 
God  forbid  that  this  ever  fhould  be  done  but 
from  its  beft  motive,  —  the  fenfe  of  what  is  due 
to  virtue,  governed  by  difcretion,  and  the  utmoft 
fellow-feeling.  Were  we  to  go  on  otherwifej 
Jjeginning  with  the  great  broad  cloke  of  Hypo- 
crify,  and  fo  down  through  all  its  little  trimmings 
and  facings,  tearing  away,  without  mercy,  all 
that  looked  feemly,  —  we  ftiould  leave  but  a 
tattered  world  of  it. 

But  I  confine  what  I  have  to  fay  to  a  charafter 
lefs  equivocal,  and  which  takes  up  too  much 
room  in  the  world :  —  it  is  that  of  thofe  who, 
from  a  general  diftruft  of  all  that  looks  difinter- 
efted,  finding  nothing  to  blame  in  an  action,  and 
perhaps  much  to  admire  in  it,  —  immediately 
fall  foul  upon  its  motives  :  "  Does  Job  ferve 
God  for  nought  ?'*  What  a  vile  infinuation  ! 
Befides  the  queftion  was  not,  Whether  Job  was 
a  rich  man  or  a  poor  man  ?  —  but.  Whether  he 
was  a  man  of  integrity,  or  no  ?  and  the  appear- 
ances were  ftrong  on  his  fide.  Indeed  it  might 
have  been  otherwife ;  it  was  poflible  Job 
might  be  infincere,  and  the  Devil  took  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  dye  for  it. 

Itr  is  a  bad  pidure,  and  done  t>y  a  terrible 
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mafter ;  and  yet  we  are  always  copying  it !  Does 
a  man,  from  a  real  conviclion  of  heart,  forfake 
his  vices  ?  —  the  pofition  is  not  to  be  allowed. 
No  ;  his  vices  have  forfaken  him. 

Does  a  pure  virgin  fear  God  and  fay  her  pray- 
ers  ?  —  She  is  in  her  climaderic. 

Does  Humanity  clothe  and  educate  the  un- 
known orphan  ?  —  Poverty !  thou  haft  no  genea- 
logies !  —  See  I  is  he  not  the  father  of  the  child  ? 
Thus  do  we  rob  heroes  of  the  beft  part  of  their 
glory,  —  their  virtue.  Take  away  the  motive 
of  the  afl:,  you  take  away  all  that  is  worth  having 
in  it ;  —  wrefl.  it  to  rangenerous  ends,  you  load 
the  virtuous  man  who  did  it  with  infamy.  Undo 
it  all,  — ^  I  befeech  you  :  give  hnn  back  his  ho- 
nour, —  reftore  the  jewel  you  have  taken  from 
him  —  replace  him  in  the  eye  of  the  Vv^orld 
—  it  is  too  late  ! 

It  is  painful  to  utter  the  reproaches  which 
fhould  come  in  here.  —  I  will  truft  them  with 
yourfelves :  in  coming  from  that  quarter,  they 
will  more  naturally  produce  fuch  fruits  as  will  not 
fet  your  teeth  on  edge ;  —  for  they  v/:ll  be  the 
fruits  of  love  and  good- will,  to  the  praife  of  Gk)d 
and  the  happkiefs  of  the  vvorld  !  v»^hich  I  wiHi* 
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THE  LEVITE  AND  HIS  CONCUBINE^ 

JUDGES   XIX.   I,  2,  3. 

And  it  came  to  pafs  in  thofe  days,  when  there  was  no  king  in 
Ifrael,  that  there  was  a  certain  Levite  fojourning  on  the 
fide  of  Mount  Ephraim,  who  took  unto  him  a  concubine. 

~  A  CONCUBINE  !  —  but  the  text  ac 
jLJL  counts  for  it ;  "  for  in  thofe  days 

there  was  no  king  in  Ifrael/^  and  the  Levite, 
you  will  fay,  like  every  other  man  in  it,  did  what 
was  right  in  his  own  eyes  ;  —  and  fo,  you  may 
add,  did  his  concubine  too,  ~    for  fhe  played 

the  whore  againft  him,  and  went  away.'* 

—  Then  ftame  and  grief  go  with  her ;  and 
wherever  fhe  feeks  a  fhelter,  may  the  hand  of 
Juftice  fhut  the  door  againft  her ! 

Not  fo ;  for  fhe  went  unto  her  father's  houfe 
in  Bethlehem-judah,  and  was  with  him  four  whole 
months.  —  Bleffed  interval  for  meditation  upon 
the  ficklenefs  and  vanity  of  this  world  and  its  plea- 
fures  !  I  fee  the  holy  man  upon  his  knees,  — 
with  hands  comprelTed  to  his  bofom,  and  with 
uplifted  eyes,  thanking  Heaven  that  the  objeft 
which  had  fo  long  fhared  his  affeftions  was  fled  ! 

The  text  gives  a  different  picture  of  his  fitua- 
tion  ;  "  for  he  arofe  and  went  after  her,  to  fpeak 
"  friendly  to  her,  ajid  to  bring  her  back  again, 

having  his  fervant  with  him,  and  a  couple  of 

aifes  :  and  fhe  brought  him  unto  her  father'^ 

^'  houfe  J 
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houfe  ;  and  when  the  father  of  the  damfel  faw 
him  him,  he  rejoiced  to  meet  him/* 
—  A  moft  fentimental  group  !  you'll  fay ;  and 
fo  it  is,  my  good  commentator,  the  world  talks 
of  every  thing.    Give  but  the  outlines  of  a  ftory, 

—  let  Spleen  or  Prudery  fnatch  the  pencil,  and 
they  will  finifh  it  with  fo  many  hard  ftrokes,  and 
with  fo  dirty  a  colouring,  that  Candour  and 
Courtefy  will  fit  in  torture  as  they  look  at  it.  — 
Gentle  and  virtuous  fpirits  !  ye  who  know  not 
what  it  is  to  be  rigid  interpreters,  but  of  your 
own  failings,  —  to  you  I  addrefs  myfelf,  the  un- 
hired  advocates  for  the  condu6l  of  the  mifguided, 
-~  Whence  is  it  that  the  world  is  not  more  jea- 
lous of  your  office  ?  How  often  muft  ye  repeat 
it,  '  That  fuch  a  one's  doing  fo  or  fo,'  is  not 
fufficient  evidence  by  itfelf  to  overthrow  the  ac- 
cufed  !  —  that  our  actions  ftand  furrounded  with 
a  thoufand  circumftances  which  do  not  prefent 
themfelves  at  firfl  fight !  —  that  the  firfl  fprings 
and  motives  which  impell'd  the  unfortunate,  lie 
deeper  ftill !  —  and,  that  of  the  millions  which 
every  hour  are  arraigned,  thoufands  of  them  may 
have  err'd  merely  from  the  head^  and  been  actu- 
ally outwitted  into  evil !  and,  even  when  from 
the  hearty —  that  the  difficulties  and  temptations 
under  which  they  afted,  the  force  of  the  paffionsj 

—  the  fuitablenefs  of  the  obje£t,  and  the  many 
ftruggles  of  Virtue  before  fhe  fell,  —  may  be  fo 
many  appeals  from  Juftice  to  the  judgment-feat 
of  Pity! 

Q  4  Here 
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Here  then  let  us  flop  a  moment,  and  give  the 
ftory  of  the  Levite  and  his  concubine  a  fecond 
hearing.  Like  all  others,  much  of  it  depends 
upon  the  telling  ;  and,  as  the  Scripture  has  left  us 
no  kind  of  comment  upon  it,  'tis  a  ftory  on 
which  the  heart  cannot  be  at  a  lofs  for  what 
to  fay,  or  the  imagination  for  what  to  fup- 
pofe ;  —  the  danger  is.  Humanity  may  fay 
too  much. 

"  And  it  came  to  pafs  in  thofe  days,  when 
there  was  no  king  in  Ifrael,  that  a  certain 
Levite   fojourning  on  the  fide  of  Mount 
"  Ephraim,  took  unto  himfelf  a  concubine.'^ 

O  Abraham  1  thou  father  of  the  faithful !  if 
this  was  wrong,  —  Why  didft  thou  fet  fo  enfnar- 
ing  an  example  before  the  eyes  of  thy  defcen- 
dant  ?  and.  Why  did  the  God  of  Abraham, 
the  God  of  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  blefs  fo  often 
the  feed  of  fuch  intercourfes,  and  promife 
to  multiply  and  make  princes  come  out  of 
them  ? 

God  can  difpenfe  with  his  own  laws:  and 
accordingly  we  find  the  holiefl  of  the  patri- 
archs, and  others  in  Scripture,  whofe  hearts 
cleaved  moil  unto  God,  accommodating  them- 
felves  as  well  as  they  could  to  the  difpenfa- 
tion ;  That  Abraham  had  Hagar ;  —  that 
Jacob,  befides  his  two  wives,  Rachel  and 
Leah,  took  alfo  unto  him  Zilpah  and  Bilhah, 

from  whom  many  of  the  tribes  defcended  j  

that  David  had   feven  v/ives  and  ten  concu« 
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bines  ;  —  Rehoboam,  fixty ;  —  and  that,  in  what- 
ever  cafes  it  became  repr-oachable,  it  feemed  not 
fo  much  the  thing  itfelf  as  the  abufe  of  it,  which 
made  it  fo.  This  was  remarkable  in  that  of  Solo« 
mon,  whofe  excefs  became  an  infult  upon  the  pri- 
vileges of  mankind  ;  for,  by  the  fame  plan  of 
luxury,  which  made  it  necelTary  to  have  forty 
thoufand  flails  of  horfes,  —  he  had  unfortunately 
mifcalculated  his  other  wants,  and  fo  had  feven 
hundred  wives,  and  three  hundred  concubines. 

Wife,  —  deluded  man !  w^as  it  not  that  thou 
madeft  fome  amends  for  thy  bad  praftice  by  thy 
good  preaching,  what  had  become  of  thee !  — 
three  hundred  I  —  but  let  us  turn  afide,  I  befeech 
you,  from  fo  fad  a  ftumbling-block. 

The  Levite  had  but  one.  The  Hebrev/  word 
imports  a  woman  a  concubine,  or  a  wife  a  concu- 
bine, to  diftinguifii  her  from  the  more  infamous 
fpecies  who  came  under  the  roofs  of  the  licentious 
without  principle.  Our  annotators  tell  us.  That 
in  Jewifli  coconomics^  thefe  differed  little  from  the 
wife,  except  in  fome  outw^ard  ceremonies  and  fti- 
pulations,  but  agreed  with  her,  in  all  the  true  ef- 
fences  of  marriage,  and  gave  themfelves  up  to  the 
hulband  (for  fo  he  is  called)  with  faith  plighted, 
with  fentiments,  and  with  affeftion. 

Such  a  one  the  Levite  wanted  to  fhare  his  foli« 
tude,  and  fill  up  that  uncom.fortabie  blank  in  the 
heart  in  fuch  a  fituation ;  for,  notwiihftanding  all 
we  meet  with  in  books,  in  many  of  which,  no 

doubtj 
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doubt,  there  are  a  good  many  handfome  things 
faid  upon  the  fweets  of  retirement,  &c.  —  yet  ftill, 

it  is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone :  nor  can 
all  which  the  cold»hearted  pedant  fluns  our  ears 
with  upon  the  fubjeft,  ever  give  one  anfwer  of  fa- 
tisfaftion  to  the  mind  ;  in  the  midft  of  the  loudefl 
Tauntings  of  philofophy,  Nature  will  have  her 
yearnings  for  fociety  and  friendlliip ;  —  a  good 
heart  wants  fome  objeft  to  be  kind  to  ;  —  and  the 
beft  parts  of  our  blood,  and  the  pureft  of  our  fpi- 
rits,  fuffer  mofl:  under  the  deftitution. 

Let  the  torpid  monk  feek  Heaven  comfortiefs 
and  alone.  —  God  fpeed  him  !  For  my  own  part, 
I  fear,  I  fhould  never  fo  find  the  way.  Let  me 
be  wife  and  religious,  —  but  let  me  be  man. 
Wherever  thy  providence  places  me,  or  whatever 
be  the  road  I  take  to  get  to  thee,  - —  give  me  fome 
companion  in  my  jouvney,  be  it  only  to  remark 
to.  How  our  fliadows  lengthen  as  the  fun  goes 
down !  ~  to  whom  I  may  fay,  How  frefli  is  the 
face  of  Nature  !  —  How  fweet  the  flowers  of  the 
field  !  —  How  delicious  are  thefe  fruits ! 

Alas !  with  bitter  herbs,  like  his  palTover,  did 
the  Levite  eat  them  :  for  as  they  thus  walked  the 
path  of  life  together,  —  flie  w^antonly  turned  afide 
unto  another,  and  fled  from  him. 

It  is  the  mild  and  quiet  half  of  the  world  who 
are  generally  outraged  and  borne  down  by  the 
other  half  of  it :  but  in  this  they  have  the  advan« 
tage  y  whatever  be  the  fenfe  of  their  wrongs,  that 
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Fride  ftands  not  fo  watchful  a  centinel  over  their 
forgivenefs,  as  it  does  in  the  breafts  of  the  fierce 
and  froward.  We  Ihould  all  of  us,  I  believe,  be 
more  forgiving  than  we  are,  would  the  world  but 
give  us  leave  ;  but  it  is  apt  to  interpofe  its  ill-offi- 
ces in  remilSons,  efpecially  of  this  kind.  The 
truth  is,  it  has  its  laws,  to  which  the  heart  is  not 
always  a  party ;  and  afts  fo  like  an  unfeeling  en- 
gine in  all  cafes  without  diftinftion,  that  it  requires 
all  the  firmnefs  of  the  moft  fettled  humanity  to 
bear  up  againft  it* 

Many  a  bitter  conflict  would  the  Levite  have  to 
fuftain  with  himfelf, —  his  concubine — and  the  fen- 
timents  of  his  tribe,  upon  the  WTong  done  him :  — 
much  matter  for  pleading,  — and  many  an  embar- 
raffing  account  on  all  iides.  In  a  period  of  four 
whole  months,  every  paffion  would  take  its  empire 
by  turns  ;  and  in  the  ebbs  and  Hows  of  the  lefs  un- 
friendly ones.  Pity  would  find  fome  moments  to 
,  be  heard,  —  Religion  herfelf  would  not  be  filent, 

—  Charity  would  have  much  to  fay  j  — -  and  thus 
attunM,  every  objeft  he  beheld  on  the  borders  of 
Mount  Ephraim,  —  every  grot  and  grove  he 
pafs'd  by,  would  folicit  the  recolledion  of  for- 

f^..    rner  kindnefs,  and  awaken  an  advocate  in  her  be- 
half, more  powerful  than  them  alL 

'  I  grant,  —  I  grant  it  all,'  —  he  would  cry ; 

—  '  'tis  foul !  'tis  faithlefs !  —  but,  Why  is 
the  door  of  mercy  to  be  fliut  for  ever  againft 

^  it  ?  and,  Why  is  it  to  be  the  only  fad  crime  that 
^  the  injured  may  not  remit,  or  reafon,  or  ima« 
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gination  pafs  over  without  a  fear  ?  —  Is  it  the 
blackeft  ?    In  what  catalogue  of  human  offen- 
ces it  is  fo  marked?  or,  Is  it,  that  of  all 
others  ^tis  a  blow  mod  grievous  to  be  endur- 
ed ?  —  The  heart  cries  out.  It  is  fo ;  but  let 
me  af!^  my  ov/n.  What  paffions  are  they  w^h:.:h 
give  edge  and  force  to  this  weapon  which  has 
ftruck  me  ?  and.  Whether  it  is  not  mv  own 
pride,  a^  much  as  my  virtues,  which  at  this 
moment  excite  the  'greateft  part  of  that  in- 
tolerable anguiih  in  the  wound  which  I  am 
laying  to  her  charge  ?    But,  merciful  Heaven, 
was  it  otherwife,  why  is  an  unhappy  creature 
of  thiiie  to  be  perfecuted  by  me  with  fo  much 
cruel  revenge  and  rancorous  defpite  as  my  firll 
tranfport  called  for  ?  —  Have  faults  no  exte- 
nuations ?   Makes  it  nothing,  that  when  the 
trefpafs  was  committed,  flae  forfook  the  part- 
ner of  her  guilt,  and  fled  diredly  to  her  fa- 
therms  hqufe?   And  is  there  no  difference  be- 
twixt one  propenfeiy  going  out  of  the  road 
and  continuing  there,  through  depravity  of 
will,  — ~  and  a  hapiefs  wanderer  ftraying  by 
deiufion,  and  v/ariiy  treading  back  her  fteps  ? 
—  Sweet  is  the  look  of  forrow  for  an  of- 
fence, in  a  heart  determined  never  to  commit 
it  more !  —  Upon  that  altar  only  could  I  of- 
fer up  my  wrongSc    Cruel  is  the  punirnment 
which  an  ingenuous  mind  will  take  upon  it- 
felf,  from  the  remorfe  of  fo  hard  a  trefpafs 
again.fi  me ;  and  if  that  will  not  balance  tixe 

'  account^ 
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*  account,  —  juft  God  !  let  me  forgive  the  reft, 
^  Mercy  well  becomes  the  heart  of  all  thy  crea- 
tiires  I  —  but  moft  of  thy  fervant,  a  Levite^ 
^  who  offers  up  fo  many  daily  facrifices  to  thee^ 
^  for  the  tranlgrelEons  of  thy  people.  — 

—  ^  But  to  little  purpofe/  he  would  add^ 
have  I  ferved  at  thy  altar,  where  my  builnefs 

.^  "  was  to  fue  for  mercy,  had  I  not  learnt  to  prac- 
^  tife  it/ 

Peace  and  happiaefs  reft  upon  the  head  and 
heart  of  every  man  who  can  thus  think  ! 

So  he  arofe^  and  went  after  her,  to  fpeak 

friendly  unto  her :     —  in  the  original,  — 
fpeak  to  her  heart ;  —  to  apply  to  their  former  en- 
dearments,     and  to  alk,  How  flie  could  be  fa 
unldnd  to  him,  and  fo  very  unkind  to  herfelf  ? — ^ 

—  Even  the  upbraidings  of  the  quiet  and  re- 
lenting are  fweet :  not  like  the  ftrivings  of  tlie 
fierce  and  inexorable,  who  bite  and  devour  all 
who  have  thv/arted  them  in  their  way ;  —  but  they 
are  calm  and  courteous,  like  the  fpirit  which 
watches  over  their  charafter.  How  could  fuch  a 
temper  woo  the  damfel,  and  not  bring  her  back! 
or.  How  could  the  father  of  the  damfel,  in  fuch  a 
fcene,  have  a  heart  open  to  any  imprelTions  but 
thofe  mentioned  in  the  text ;  — ^  "  That  when 

he  faw  him,  he  rejoiced  to  m.eet  him ; — ^ 
urged  his  ftay  from  day  to  day,  with  that'  moll 
irrefiftible  of  all  invitations,  —  "  Comfort  thy 
"  heart,  and  tarry  all  night,  and  let  thine  heart 

be  merry/^ 
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If  Mercy  and  Truth  thus  met  together  in  fet- 
tling this  account.  Love  would  furely  be  of  the 
party  :  great,  —  great  is  its  power  in  cementing 
what  has  been  broken,  and  wiping  out  wrongs 
even  from  the  memory  itfelf!  and  fo  it  was^ 

—  for  the  Levite  arofe  up,  and  with  him  his 
concubine  and  his  fervant,  and  they  departed. 

It  ferves  no  purpofe  to  purfue  the  ftory  fur- 
ther ;  the  cataftrophe  is  horrid,  and  would  lead 
us  beyond  the  particular  purpofe  for  which  I 
I  have  enlarged  upon  thus  much  of  it ;  and  that 
is,  to  difcredit  ralh  judgment,  and  illuflrate  from 
the  manner  of  conducing  this  drama,  the  cour- 
tefy  which  the  dramatis  perfon^  of  every  other 
piece  may  have  a  right  to.  Almofl  one  half  of 
our  time  is  fpent  in  telling  and  hearing  evil  of 
one  another ;  —  fome  unfortunate  knight  is  al- 
ways upon  the  ftage ;  —  and  every  hour  brings 
forth  fomething  ftrange  and  terrible  to  fill  up 
our  difcourfe  and  our  aftonifliment, '  How  people 
can  be  fo  foolifli  1 '  — and  'tis  well  if  the  compli- 
ment ends  there ;  fo  that  there  is  not  a  focial 
virtue  for  which  there  is  fo  conftant  a  demand, 

—  or,  confequently,  fo  well  worth  cultivating,  as 
that  which  oppofes  this  unfriendly  current.  Many 
and  rapid  are  the  fprings  which  feed  it ;  and  va- 
rious and  fudden,  God  knows,  are  the  gufts 
which  render  it  unfafe  to  us  hi  this  fhort  pafTage 
of  our  life !  Let  us  make  the  difcourfe  as  fervice- 
able  as  we  can,  by  tracing  fome  of  the  mofl  re- 
markable  of  them  up  to  their  fource. 

And^ 
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And,  firft,  there  is  one  miferable  inlet  to  this 
evil,  and  which,  by  the  way,  if  fpeculation  is  fup- 
pofed  to  precede  praftice,  may  have  been  den» 
ved,  for  aught  I  know,  from  fome  of  om*  bufieft 
enquirers  after  nature ;  —  and  that  is,  when  with 
more  zeal  than  knowledge  we  account  for  pheno- 
mena before  we  are  fure  of  their  exiftence.  —  "  It 
"  is  not  the  manner  of  the  Romans,  to  condemn 
any  man  to  death' ^  (much  lefs  to  be  martyred) 
faid  Feftus;  —  "  and  doth  our  law  judge  any  man 
"  before  it  hear  him,  and  know  what  he  doth  ?'* 
cried  Nicodemus :  "  and  he  that  anfv/ereth,  or  de- 
termineth  a  matter  before  he  has  heard  it,  —  it 
"  is  folly,  and  a  ftiamxe  unto  him/'  —  We  are  ge- 
nerally  in  fuch  a  hafte  to  make  our  own  decrees, 
that  we  pafs  over  the  juflice  of  thefe,  —  and  then 
the  fcene  is  fo  changed  by  it,  that  'tis  our  own 
folly  only  which  is  real,  and  that  of  the  accufed 
which  is  imaginary:  thro'  too  much  precipitancy 
it  will  happen  fo  ;  and  then  the  jeft  is  fpoiled,  — 
or  we  have  criticifed  our  own  fliadow, 

A  fecond  way  is,  when  the  procefs  goes  on  more 
orderly,  and  we  begin  with  getting  information ; 
—  but  do  it  from  thofe  fufpefted  evidences,  againlt 
which  our  Saviour  warns  us  when  he  bids  us 
Not  to  judge  according  to  appearance/*  —  In 
truth,  'tis  behind  thefe  that  moft  of  the  things 
which  blind  human  judgment  lie  concealed  ; 
and,  on  the  contrary,  there  are  many  things  which 
appear  to  be, — which  are  not :  "  Chrift  came  eat- 
"  ing  and  drinking,  —  behold  a  wine-bibber !"— • 

he 
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he  fat  with  linners^  —  he  was  their  friend  :  — -  in 
many  cafes  of  which  kind,  Truth,  like  a  modeft 
matron,  fcorns  art ;  —  and  difdains  to  pref^  herfelf 
forwards  into  the  circle  to  be  feen :  —  ground 
fufficient  for  Sufpicion  to  draw  up  the  libel,  — 
for  Malice  to  give  the  torture,  —  or  rafh  Judg- 
ment to  ftart  up  and  pafs  a  final  fentence. . 

A  third  way  is,  when  the  fafts  which  denote 
mifconduft  are  lefs  difputable,  but  are  comment- 
ed upon  with  an  afperity  of  cenfure,  which  a  hu- 
mane or  a  gracious  temper  would  fpare.  An  ab- 
horrence againfi;  what  is  criminal,  is  fo  fair  a  plea 
for  this,  and  looks  fo  like  virtue  in  the  face,  that  in 
a  fermon  againll  rafh  judgment,  it  would  be  un- 
feafonable  to  call  it  in  queflion,  and  yet,  I  de- 
clare, in  the  fulleft  torrent  of  exclamations  which 
the  guilty  can  deferve,  that  the  fimple  apoftrophe, 
^  Who  inade  me  to  differ?  ~  v/hy  was  not  I  an  ex- 
^  ample  ?Vould  touch  my  heart  more,  and  give  me 
a  better  earneft  of  the  commentators,  —  than  the 
moft  corrofive  period  you  could  add.  The  pu- 
nifhment  of  the  unhappy,  I  fear,  is  enough  with- 
out it;  —  and  were  it  not,  — *tis  piteous  the  tongue 
of  a  Chriftian  (whofe  religion  is  all  candour  and 
courtefy)  fhouid  be  made  the  executioner!  We 
find  in  the  difcourfe  between  Abraham  and  the 
rich  man,  though  the  one  was  in  Heaven  and  the 
other  in  Hell,  yet  ftill  the  patriarch  treated  him 
with  mild  language :  —  Son !  Son,  remember 
"  that  thou  in  thy  life-time,*'  &c.  —  And  in  the 
difpute  about  the  body  of  Mofes,  between  the 
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Archangel  and  the  Devil  (himfelf)  St.  Jude 
tells  us,  he  durft  not  bring  a  railing  accufation 
againft  him  ;  —  'twas  unworthy  his  high  cha- 
;^aaer5  —  and,  indeed,  might  have  been  impolitic 
too ;  for  if  he  had  (as  one  of  our  divines  notes 
upon  the  paflage)  the  Devil  had  been  too  hard 
for  him  at  1  ailing  ;  — ^  'twas  his  own  weapon  ;  — 
and  the  b^feft  fpirits,  after  his  example,  are  the 
mod  expert  at  it. 

This  leads  me  to  the  obfervation  of  a  fourth 
cruel  inlet  into  this  evil ;  and  that  is,  the  defire 
of  being  thought  men  of  wit  and  parts  ;  and  the 
vain  expeftation  of  coming  honeftly  by  the  title, 
by  Ihrewd  and  farcaftic  refleftions  upon  what- 
ever is  done  in  the  world.    This  is  fetting  up 
trade  lipon  the  broken  ftock  of  other  people's 
failings,  —  perhaps  their  misfortunes  :  —  fa 
much  good  may  it  do  them  with  what  honour 
they  can  get,      the  furtheft  extent  of  which,  I 
think,  is  to  be  praifed,  as  we  do  fome  fauces, 
with  tears  in  our  eyes.    It  is  a  commerce  mod 
illiberal ;  and  as  it  requires  no  vaft  capital,  toa 
many  embark  in  it ;  and  fo  long  as  there  are  bad 
paffions  to  be  gratified,  and  bad  heads  to  judge, 
1^   _  with  fuch  it  may  pafs  for  wit,  or  at  lead,  like 
fome  vile  relation  whom  all  the  family  is  afhamed 
of,  claim  kindred  with  it,  even  in  better  compa- 
nies.  Whatever  be  the  degree  of  its  affinity,  it 
has  helped  to  give  wit  a  bad  name :  as  if  the  main 
elTence  of  it  was  fatire  :  —  certainly  there  is  a  dif- 
ference between  Bitternefs  and  Saltnefs :  —  that 
YOU  nu  R  -  is^ 
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is, —  between  the  malignity  and  the  fefhivity  of 
wit :  —  the  one  is  a  mere  quicknefs  of  apprehen- 
fion,  void  of  humanity,  —  and  is  a  talent  of  the 
Devil :  the  other  comes  from  the  Father  of  Spi- 
rits, fo  pure  and  abftracled  from  perfons,  that 
willingly  it  hurts  no  man  ;  or,  if  it  touches  upon 
an  indecorum,  'tis  vAih  that  dexterity  of  true  ge- 
nius,  which  enables  him  rather  to  give  a  new  co- 
lour to  the  abfurdity,  and  let  it  pafs.  —  He  may 
fmile  at  the  fhape  of  the  obelifk  raifed  to  another's 
fame ;  —  but  the  malignant  wit  will  level  it  at 
once  with  the  ground,  and  build  his  own  upon 
the  ruins  of  it.  — 

What  then,  ye  ralh  cenfurers  of  the  world ! 
Have  ye  no  manfions  for  your  credit  but  thofe 
from  whence  ye  have  extruded  the  right  owners  ? 
Are  there  no  regions  for  you  to  fhine  in,  that  ye 
defcend  for  it  into  the  low  caverns  of  abufe  and 
crimination  ?  Have  ye  no  feats  but  thofe  of  the 
fcornful  to  fit  down  in  ?  If  Honour  has  miftook 
his  road,  or  the  Virtues,  in  their  exceffes,  have 
approached  too  near  the  confines  of  Vice,  are 
they,  therefore,  to  be  caft  down  the  precipice  ? 
Muft  beauty  for  ever  be  trampled  upon  in  the  dirt 
for  one  —  one  falfe  ftep  ?  And  fhall  no  one  vir- 
tue or  good  quality,  out  of  the  thoufand  the  fair 
penitent  may  have  left,  —  fhall  not  one  of  them 
be  fufFered  to  ftand  by  her  ?  —  Juft  God  of  Hea- 
ven and  earth  ! 

—  But  thou  art  merciful,  loving,  and  righteous, 
and  lookeft  dow^n  with  pity  upon  thefe  wrongs  thy 
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fervants  do  unto  each  other.  Pardon  us,  we  be- 
fecch  thee,  for  them,  and  all  our  tranfgrefTions  ! 
let  it  not  be  remembered  that  we  wore  brethren 
of  the  fame  flelh,  the  fame  feelings  and  infirmi- 
ties !  O  my  God  !  write  it  not  down  in  thy 
book  that  .thou  madeft  us  merciful  after  thy  own 
imlage  !  —  that  thou  had  given  us  a  religion  fo 
courteous,  —  fo  good  tempered,  —  that  every 
precept  of  it  carries  a  balm  along  v/ith  it  to  heal 
the  forenefs  of  our  natures  and  fweeten  our  fpi- 
rits,  that  we  might  live  with  fuch  kind  intercourfe 
in  this  woHd,  as  v/ill  fit  us  to  exift  together  in  a 
better. 
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FELIXES  BEHAVIOUR   TOWARDS  PAUr 
EXAMINED. 

ACTS    XXIV.  26. 

He  hoped  alfo,  that  money  ftiould  have  been  given  him  01 
Paul,  that  he  might  loofe  him. 

A NOBLE  objeft  to  take  up  the  confideration 
of  the  Roman  governor ! 
—  "  Re  hoped  that  money  ffiould  have  been 
given  him  ;  — -  for  what  end  ?  To  enable  him 
to  judge  betwixt  right  and  wrong  ?  —  and^  from 
whence  was  it  to  be  wrung  ?  From  the  poor  fcrip 
of  a  difciple  of  the  carpenter's  fon,  who  left: 
nothing  to  his  followers  but  poverty  and  fufter- 
ings!  — 

And  was  this  Felix  ?  —  the  great,  the  noble  Fe- 
lix. —  Felix  the  happy  !  —  the  gallant  Felix,  who 
kept  Drufilla  !  —  Could  he  do  this  ?  — -  Bafe  paf« 
fion,  —  what  canft  thou  not  make  us  do ! 

Let  us  confider  the  whole  tranfaftion. 
,  Paul,  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  had  been 
accufed  before  Felix,  by  Tertullus,  of  very  griev- 
ous crimes  ;  —  of  being  a  peftilent  fellow,  —  a 
mover  of  feditions,  and  a  profaner  of  the  temple^ 
&c.  —  To  which  accufations,  the  apoftle  having 
liberty  from  Felix  to  reply,  he  makes  his  defence^ 
from  the  joth  to  the  22d  verfe^  to  this  purpart : 
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—  He  Ihews  him,  firft,  that  the  whole  charge  was 
deftitute  of  all  proof ;  which  he  openly  challen- 
ges them  to  produce  againft  him,  if  they  had  it : 
' —  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  was  fo  far  from  be- 
ing the  man  Tertullus  had  reprefented,  that  the 
very  principles  of  the  religion  with  which  he  then 
Hood  charged,  —  and  which  they  called  Herefy, 
led  him  to  be  the  moft  unexceptionable  in  his  con« 
duft,  by  the  continual  exercife  which  it  demanded 
of  him,  of  having  a  confcience  void  of  offence  at 
all  times,  both  towards  God  and  man :  —  that 
confiftently  with  this,  his  adverfaries  had  neither 
found  him  in  the  temple  difputing  with  any  man, 
neither  railing  up  the  people,  either  in  the  fyna- 
gogue^  or  in  the  city ;  —  for  this  he  appeals  to 
themfelves :  —  that  it  was  but  twelve  days  fmce 
he  came  up  to  Jerufalem  for  to  worfhip  :  —  that 
during  that  time,  when  he  purified  in  the  temple, 
he  did  it  as  became  him,  without  noife,  without 
tumult :  this  he  calls  upon  the  Jews  who  came 
fro/n  Afia,  and  were  eye-witneffes  of  his  beha« 
viour,  to  atteft ;  —  and,  in  a  word,  he  urges  the 
whole  defence  before  Felix  in  fo  ftrong  a  manner, 
and  with  fuch  plain  and  natural  arguments  of  his 
innocence,  as  to  leave  no  colour  for  his  adverfaries 
to  reply. 

There  w^as,  however,  ftill  one  adverfary  in  this 
court,  — •  though  filent,  yet  not  fatisfied.  — 

~  Spare  thy  eloquence,  Tertullus  !  roll  up  the 
charge  :  a  more  notable  orator  than  thyfelf  is 
rifen  up,  — -  ^tis  Avarice ;  and  that  too  in  the  moft 
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fatal  place  for  the  prifoner  it  could  have  taken 
pofieffion  of ;  —  'tis  in  the  heart  of  the  man  who 
judges  him. 

If  Felix  believed  Paul  innocent,  and  afted  ac- 
cordingly ;  —  that  is,  releafed  him  without  re- 
ward, —  this  fubtle  advocate  told  him  he  would 
lofe  one  of  the  profits  of  his  employment  \  - —  and 
if  he  acknov/ledged  the  faith  of  Chrifi:,  which 
Paul  occafionally  explained  in  his  defence^  — •  it 
told  him,  he  might  lofe  the  em^ployment  itfelf ;  — 
fo  that,  notwithftanding  the  character  of  the  Apof^ 
tie  appeared  (as  it  was)  mofl  fpotlefs,  and  the  faith 
he  profeiTed  fo  very  clear,  that  as  he  urged  it  the 
heart  gave  its  confent,  —  yet  at  the  fame  time, 
the  paffions  rebelled ;  and  fo  flrong  an  interefl 
was  formed  thereby,  againft  the  fibril  impreffions 
in  favour  of  the  man  and  his  caufe,  that  both  were 
difmiffed  ;  —  the  one  to  a  more  convenient  hearr 
ing,  which  never  came ;  the  other  to  the  hard- 
fliips  of  a  prifon  for  two  whole  years,  —  hoping, 
as  the  text  informs  us,  that  money  fhould  have 
been  given  him  :  and  even  at  the  laft,  when  he 
left  the  province,  willing  to  do  the  Jews  a  pleafure  ; 
—  that  is,  —  to  ferve  his  intereft  in  another  lhape, 
vnxh  all  the  conviftion  upon  his  mind  that  he  had 
done  nothing  worthy  of  bonds,  he,  neverthelefs, 
left  the  holy  man  bound,  and  configned  over  to 
the  hopelefs  profped:  of  ending  his  days  in  the 
fame  ftate  of  confinement  in  which  he  had  unge- 
neroufly  left  him. 

One  would  imagine,  as  covetoufnefs  is  a  vice 

not 
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not  naturally  cruel  in  itfelf,  that  there  muft  cer- 
tainly have  been  a  mixture  of  other  motives  in  the 
governor's  breaft,  to  account  for  a  proceeding  fo 
contrary  to  humanity  and  his  own  conviclion  :  and 
could  it  be  of  ufe  to  raife  conjecSlures  upon  it,  there 
feems  but  too  probable  grounds  for  fuch  a  fuppo- 
fition.  It  feems  that  Drufilia,  vvhofe  curiofity, 
upon  a  double  account,  had  led  her  to  hear  Paul, 
—  (for  fhe  was  a  daughter  of  Abraham  ~  as  well 
as  of  Eve)  —  was  a  chara(9:er  which  might  have 
figured  very  well  even  in  our  own  times ;  for,  as 
Jofephus  tells  us,  flie  had  left  the  Jew  her  hufband ; 
and,  without  any  pretence  in  their  law  to  juftify  a 
divorce,  had  given  herfelf  up  without  ceremony  to 
Felix  ;  for  which  caufe,  though  fne  is  here  called 
his  wife,  fhe  was,  in  reafon  and  j  uftice,  the  wife  of 
another  man,  —  and  confequently  lived  in  an  open 
ftate  of  adultery  ;  —  fo  that  when  Paul,  in  explain- 
ing the  faith  of  Chrift,  took  occafion  to  argue 
upon  the  morality  of  the  Gofpel,  ~  and  urged 
the  eternal  laws  of  juftice,  the  unchangeable  obh- 
gations  to  temperance,  of  which  chaitity  was  a 
branch,  —  it  was  fcarce  pofTible  to  frame  his  dif- 
courfe  fo  (had  he  wiflied  to  temporize)  but  that 
either  her  intereft  or  her  love  muft  have  taken  of- 
fence :  and  though  we  do  not  read,  like  Felix, 
that  Ihe  trembled  at  the  account,  ^tis  yet  natural 
to  imagine  {he  was  aftefted  with  other  pallions, 
of  which  the  apoftle  might  feel  the  eftefts  ;  — 
md  'twas  well  he  fuffered  no  more,  if  two  fuch 
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violent  enemies  as  luft  and  avarice  were  combined 
againfl:  him. 

But  this  by  the  way  ;  —  for  as  the  text  feems 
only  to  acknowledge  one  of  thefe  motives,  it  is 
not  our  bufmefs  to  affign  the  other. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  this  fame  apoflle,  fpeaking, 
in  the  Epiftle  to  Timothy,  of  the  ill  effeds  of  this 
fame  ruling  paffion,  affirms,  that  it  is  the  root  of 
all  evil ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  remem- 
brance  of  his  own  fufferings  had  no  fmall  fliare 
in  the  feverity  of  the  reflection*  — Infinite  are  the 
examples  where  the  love  of  money  is  only  a  fub« 
ordinate  and  minifterial  palTion,  exercifed  for  the 
fupport  of  feme  other  vices ;  and  'tis  generally 
found,  when  there  is  either  ambition,  prodigality, 
or  luft,  to  be  fed  by  it,  that  it  then  rages  with  the 
leaft  mercy  and  difcretjon  ;  in  which  cafes,  ftriftly 
fpeaking,  it  is  not  the  root  of  other  evils,  —  but 
other  evils  are  the  root  of  it. 

This  forces  me  to  recall  what  I  have  faid 
upon  covetoufnefs,  as  a  vice  not  naturally 
cruel ;  it  is  not  apt  to  reprefent  itfelf  to  our 
imaginations,  at  firft  fight,  under  that  idea : 
we  confider  it  only  as  a  mean,  worthlefs  turn 
of  mind,  incapable  of  judging  or  doing  what 
is  right :  but  as  it  is  a  vice  which  does  not 
always  fet  up  for  itfelf,  —  to  know  truly 
what  it  is  in  this  refped:,  we  muft  know  what 
mafters  it  ferves  :  —  they  are  many,  and  of 
various  cafts  and  humours  j  — -  and  each  one 
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lends  it  fomething  of  its  own  complexional  tint 
and  charadero 

This,  I  fuppofe,  may  be  the  caufe  that  there 
is  a  greater  and  more  whimfical  myftery  in 
the  love  of  money,  than  In  the  darkell  and  moft 
nonfenfical  problem  that  ever  was  pored  on. 

Even  at  the  beft,  and  when  the  paffion  feems 
to  feek  nothing  more  than  its  own  amufement,— 
there  is  little,  —  vary  little,  I  fear,  to  be  faid  for 
its  humanity.  —  It  may  be  a  fport  to  the  mifer  ; 
—  but  confider,  —  it  muft  be  death  and  deftruc- 
lion  to  others.  —  The  moment  this  fordid  hu- 
mour begins  to  govern,  —  farewell  all  honell 
and  natural  afFeftion  !  farewell  all  he  owes  to  pa- 
rents, to  children,  to  friends  !  —  how  fall  the 
obligations  vanifh  !  fee,  — =  he  is  now  flripped  of 
all  feelings  whatever  :  - —  the  Ihrill  cry  of  Juftice^ 
*—  and  the  low  lamentation  of  humble  Diflrefs, 
are  notes  equally  beyond  his  compafs !  — •  Eternal 
God !  fee  !  —  he  palTes  by  one  v/hom  thou  hafl: 
juft  bruifed,  v/ithout  one  penfive  refleftion  !  — ^ 
he  enters  the  cabin  of  the  widow  whofe  hufband 
and  child  thou  haft  taken  to  thyfelf,  —  exads  his 
bond  without  a  figh  !  —  Heaven  ]  if  I  am  to  be 
tempted,  —  let  it  be  by  glory,  —  by  ambition,  — 
by  fome  generous  and  manly  vice :  —  if  I  muft 
fall,  let  it  be  by  fome  pafTion  which  thou  haft 
planted  in  my  nature,  which  ftiall  not  harden  my 
heart,  but  leave  me  room  at  laft  to  retreat  and 
come  back  to  thee ! 

It  would  be  eafy  here  to  add  the  common  ar- 
guments 
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guments  which  reafon  offers  againft  this  vice  : 
but  thej  are  fo  well  underftood,  both  in  mattei' 
and  form,  —  it  is  needlefs. 

I  might  cite  to  you  what  Seneca  fays  upon  it ; 
—  but  the  misfortune  is,  that  at  the  fame  time 
he  was  writing  againft  riches,  he  was  enjoying  a 
great  eftate,  and  ufing  every  means  to  make  that 
cftate  ftill  greater ! 

With  infinite  pleafure  might  a  preacher  enrich 
his  difcourfe  in  this  place,  by  weaving  into  it  all 
the  fmart  things  which  ancient  or  modern  wits 
have  faid  upon  the  love  of  money :  —  he  might 
inform  you, 

*  '  —  That  poverty  wants  fomething  :  —  that 
'  covetoufnefs  wanteth  all  !^ 

^  That  a  mifer  can  only  be  faid  to  have  riches 
^  as  a  fick  man  has  a  fever,  which  holds  and  ty- 
'  rannizes  over  the  man, —  not  he  over  it !' 

'  That  covetoufnefs  is  the  fliirt  of  the  foul,  — 

*  the  laft  vice  it  parts  with 

'  That  nature  is  content  with  few  things ;  — 
'  or,  that  nature  is  never  fatisfied  at  all,'  &c. 

The  refleftion  of  our  Saviour,  "  That  the  life 
"  man  confifteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the 

things  which  he  poffeffeth,'*  — fpeaks  more  to 
heart;  —  and  the  fingle  hint  of  the  Camel,  and 
what  a  very  narrow  pafiage  he  has  to  go  through, 
—  has  more  coercion  in  it  than  all  the  fee-faws 
of  philofophy. 

I  fhall  endeavour  therefore  to  draw  fuch  other 
refleftions  from  this  piece  of  facred  hiftory  as  are 

appli« 
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applicable  to  human  life,  —  and  more  likely  to  be 
of  ufe. 

There  is  nothing  generally  in  which  our  jli?iD» 
pinefs  and  honour  are  more  nearly  concerned, 
than  in  forming  true  notions  both  of  men  and 
things  ;  for  in  proportion  as  we  think  rightly  of 
them,  we  approve  ourfelves  to  the  world  ;  —  and 
as  we  govern  ourfelves  by  fuch  judgments,  fo  v/c 
fecure  our  peace  and  well-being  in  paffuig 
through  it :  the  falfe  fteps  and  mnfcarriages  in 
life,  iflliing  from^  a  defect  in  this  capKal  poiiit,  are 
fo  many  and  fatal,  that  there  can  be  nothing 
more  inftruftive  than  an  inquiry  into  the  caules 
of  this  perverfion,  which  often  appears  fo  very 
grofs  in  us,  that  were  you  to  take  a  vievv^  of  the 
world,  —  fee  what  notions  it  entertains,  and  by 
what  confideradons  it  is  governed,  —  you  would 
fay  of  the  miftakes  of  hum.an  judgment,  what 
the  prophet  does  of  the  folly  of  human  actions, 
—  That  we  were  wife  to  do  evil ;  but  to  judge 
"  rightly,  had  no  imderftanding.'' 

That  in  many  dark  and  abllracted  queftions  of 
mere  fpeculation,  we  ihould  err,  — is  not  ftrange; 
we  live  among  myfteries  and  riddles  ;  and 
almoft  every  thing  which  comes  in  our  way,  in 
one  light  or  other,  may  be  feid  to  baffle  our  under- 
{landings,  —  yet  feldom  fo  as  to  miftake  in  extre- 
mities, and  take  one  contrary  for  another.  —  'Tis 
very  rare,  for  inftance,  that  we  take  the  virtue  of 
a  plant  to  be  hot,  when  it  is  extremely  cold  ;  — 
or  that  we  try  the  experiment  of  opium  to  keep 

us 
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us  wak'ng  : —  yet  this  we  sr^  continually  atteaipt- 
ing  in  the  ccnducl  or  lif  as  weli  as  i;i  the  g  eat 
ends  and  meafures  of  it.  That  fuch  wrong  ^^e- 
terminations  in  us  do  arife  from  any  defed  of 
judgment  inevitably  milleading  us,  —  would  re- 
fleft  difhonour  upon  God  ;  as  if  he  had  made  aad 
fent  men  into  the  world  on  purpofe  to  play  the 
fool.  His  aIW?ountiful  hand  made  his  judgment, 
like  his  heart,  upright  ;  and  the  inftances  of  his 
fagacity,  in  other  things,  abundantly  confirm  it : 
we  are  led  therefore  in  courfe  to  a  fuppofition, 
that  in  all  inconfiftent  inftances  there  is  a  fecret 
bias,  fomehow  or  other,  hung  upon  the  mind;, 
which  turns  it  afide  from  reaion  and  truth. 

What  this  is,  if  we  do  not  care  to  fearch  for  it 
in  ourfelves,  we  fhall  find  it  regiftered  in  this 
tranfaSion  of  Felix  :  and  we  may  depend,  that  in  all 
wrong  judgments  whatever  in  fuch  plain  cafes  as 
this,  that  the  fame  explanation  muft  be  given  of  it 
which  is  given  in  the  text,  ■ — namely.  That  it  is 
fome  felfifh  confideration  —  fome  fecret  dirty 
engagement  with  fome  little  appetite,  which  does 
us  fo  much  difhonour. 

The  judgments  of  the  more  difinterefted  and 
impartial  of  us,  receive  no  fmall  tin^lure  from  our 
alFections  :  we  generally  confult  them  in  all  doubt- 
ful points  ;  and  it  happens  well  if  the  matter  in 
queftion  is  not  almoft  fettled  before  the  arbitrator 
is  called  into  the  debate. But  in  the  more  fla* 
grant  inftances,  where  the  paffions  govern  the 
whole  man^  'tis  melancholy  to  fee  the  office  to 

which 
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which  Reafon,  the  great  pr  rogative  of  l  is  na* 
ture,  is  reduced  ;  ferving  the  low  r  appetites  in, 
the  difhoneft:  drudgery  of  finding  out  arguments 
to  juftify  the  prefent  purfuit. 

To  judge  rightly  of  our  own  worth,  w^e  fhould 
retire  a  Httle  from  the  world,  to  lee  all  its  plea- 
fures,  —  and  pains  too,  in  their  proper  fize  and 
dimenfions.  —  This,  no  doubt,,  was  the  reafon 
St.  Paul,  when  he  intended  to  convert  Felix:«  be- 
gan his  difcourfe  upon  the  day  of  judgment,  on 
purpofe  to  take  the  heart  off  from  this  world  and 
its  pleafures,  which  difhonour  the  underftanding 
fo,  as  to  turn  the  wifeil  of  men  into  fools  and 
children. 

If  you  enlarge  your  obfervations  upon  this  plan, 
you  will  find  where  the  evil  lies  which  has  fup- 
ported  thofe  defperate  opinions  which  have  fo 
long  divided  the  Chriftian  world,  —  and  are  like- 
ly to  divide  it  for  ever. 

Confider  popery  well ;  you  will  be  convinced, 
that  the  trueft  definition  which  can  be  given  of 
it  is,  —  That  it  is  a  pecuniary  fyftemp  well  con- 
trived to  operate  upon  men^s  paffions  and  v\^eak- 
nefs,  whilft  their  pockets  are  o^picking  !  Run 
through  all  the  points  of  difference  between  us  ;~ 
and  when  you  fee  that,  in  every  one  of  them, 
they  ferve  the  fame  end  which  Felix  had  in  view, 
either  of  money  or  power,  there  is  Httle  room 
left  to  doubt  whence  the  cloud  arifes  whith  is 
fpread  over  the  underftanding. 

If  this  reafoning  is  conclufive  with  regard  to  thofa 
5  who 
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who  merely  differ  from  us  in  religion, —  let  us 
try  if  it  will  not  hold  good  with  regard  to  thofc 
who  have  none  at  all ;  — -  or  rather,  who  affect 
to  treat  all  pcrfuafions  of  it  with  ridicule  alike. 
Thanks  to  good  fenfe,  good  manners,  and  a  more 
enlarged  knowledge,  this  h-jmour  is  going  down, 
and  feems  to  be  fettling  at  prcfcnt  chiefly  amongfl 
the  inferior  ciaffes  of  people,  —  w^here  it  is  hke- 
ly  to  red.  As  for  the  lowell  ranks,  though  they 
are  apt  enough  to  follow  the  modes  of  their 
betters,  yet  are  they  not  hkely  to  be  (truck  with 
this  one,  of  making  merry  with  that  which  is  their 
confolation  ;  they  are  too  ferious  a  fet  of  poor 
people  ever  heartily  to  enter  into  it.  — 

There  is  enough,  however,  of  it  in  the  world  to 
fay,  that  this  all-facred  fyftem,  which  holds  the 
world  in  harmony  and  peace,  is  too  often  the  firft 
object  that  the  giddy  and  inconfiderate  make 
choice  of  to  try  the  temper  of  their  wits  upon. 
Now,  of  the  numbers  who  make  this  experiment, 
do  you  believe  that  one  in  a  thoufand  does  it  from 
conviftion,  —  or  from  arguments  which  a  courfe 
of  iludy,  —  much  cool  reafoning,  and  a  fober 
inquiry  into  antiquity,  and  the  true  merits  of  the 
quellion,  have  furniihed  him,  with  ?  —  The  years 
and  way  of  life  of  the  moft  forward  of  thefej 
lead  us  to  a  different  explanation. 

Religion,  which  lays  fo  many  reftraints  upon 
us,  is  ft  troublefome  companion  to  thofe  w^ho  will 
lay  no  reftraints  upon  themfelves  ;  —  and  for 
this  reafon  there  is  jQOthing  more  common  to  be 

obferved, 
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obferved,  than  that  the  little  arguments  and  ca« 
vils  which  fuch  men  have  gathered  up  againlt  it 
in  the  early  part  of  their  lives,  —  how  confider- 
able  foever  they  may  have  appeared,  when  view^ed 
through  their  paffions  and  prejudices,  which  give 
an  unnatural  turn  to  all  objecls,  —  yet,  when  the 
edge  of  appetite  has  been  v/orn  down,  and  the 
heat  of  the  purfuit  pretty  well  over, — and  reafon 
and  judgment  have  got  poUeffion  of  their  em- 
pire, — 

—  They  feldom  fail  of  bringing  the  loll  Iheep 
back  to  his  fold. 

Pvlay  God  bring  us  all  there.  Amen. 
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THE  PRODIGAL  SON, 
Luke,  XV.  13. 


I  have  sinned  against  Heaven,  and  in  thy  sight,  and  am 
no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son. 


(  ) 
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THE  PP.ODIGAL  SON. 
LUKE  XV.  13, 

And  nt)t  'itiany  days  after,  the  younger  fen  gathered  all  he 
had  together,  and  took  his  journey  into  a  far  countr}% 

I KNOW  not  whether  the  remark  is  to  our 
honour  or  otherwife,  that  leflbns  of  wifdom 
have  never  fuch  power  over  us  as  when  they  are 
wrought  into  the  heart  through  the  ground-work 
of  a  ftory  which  engages  the  paflions.  Is  it  that 
we  are  like  iron,  and  muft  firft  be  heated  before 
we  can  be  wrought  upon  ?  or,  Is  the  heart  fo  in 
love  with  deceit,  that,  where  a  true  report  will 
not  reach  it,  we  muft  cheat  it  with  a  fable,  in 
order  to  come  at  truth  ? 

Whether  this  parable  of  the  Prodigal  (for  fo 
it  is  ufually  called)  is  really  fuch,  -~  or  built  upon 
fome  ftory  known  at  that  time  in  Jerufalem,  is 
not  much  to  the  purpofe  ;  it  is  given  us  fo  enlarge 
upon,  and  turn  to  the  beft  moral  account  we  cam 
"  A  certain  man,*'  fays  our  Saviour,  had 
two  fons,  and  the  younger  of  them  faid  to  his 
"  father.  Give  me  the  portion  of  goods  which 
"  falls  to  me  :  and  he  divided  unto  them  his  fub- 
"  ftance.  And  not  many  days  after,  the  younger 
"  foil  gathered  all  together,  a^d  taqk  his  journey 
VOL.  iiL  s  into 


SERMON  XX- 


into  a  far  country,  and  there  wafted  his  fub- 

ftance  with  riotous  living." 

The  account  is  fhort :  the  interefting  and  pa* 
thetic  paflages  with  which  fuch  a  tranfaftion 
would  be  necellarily  connected,  are  left  to  be 
fupplied  by  the  heart :  — -  the  ftory  is  filent,  — 
but  Nature  is  not :  —  much  kind  advice,  and 
many  a  tender  expoftulation,  would  fall  from  the 
father^s  lips,  no  doubt,  upon  this  occafion. 

He  would  diffuade  his  fon  from  the  folly  of  fo 
rafli  an  enterprize,  by  fhewing  him  the  dangers 
of  the  journey,  —  the  inexperience  of  his  age^ 
—  the  hazards  his  life,  his  fortune^  his  virtue, 
would  run,  without  a  guide,  without  a  friend : 
he  would  tell  him  of  the  many  fnares  and  temp- 
tations which  he  had  to  avoid  or  encounter  at 
every  ftep,  —  the  pleafures  which  would  folicit 
him  in  every  luxurious  court,  —  the  little  know- 
ledge he  could  gain,  ~  except  that  of  evil  :  he 
would  fpeak  of  the  feduftions  of  women,  —  their 
charms,  —  their  poifons  ;  —  what  haplefs  indul- 
gences he  might  give  way  to  when  far  from  re- 
ftraint,  and  the  check  of  giving  his  father  pain. 

The  dilTuafive  v/ould  but  inflame  his  defire.  — 
He  gathers  all  together. 

■  I  fee  the  picture  of  his  departure  ;  — 
the  camels  and  affes  loaden  with  his  fubftance, 
detached  on  one  fide  of  the  piece,  and  already 
on  their  way :  —  the  prodigal  fon  ftanding  on 
the  fore-ground,  with  a  forced  fedatenefs,  ftrug« 
gling  againft  the  fluttering  movement  of  joy, 

upon 
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^apon  his  deliverance  from  reftraint :  —  the 
elder  brother  holding  his  hand,  as  if  unwilling  to 
let  it  go  :  ^  the  father,  —  fad  moment !  with  a 
firm  look,  covering  a  prophetic  fentiment,  ^  that 
*  all  "Would  not  go  well  with  his  child,*  —  ap- 
proaching to  embrace  him  and  bid  him  adieu.  ~ 
Poor  inconfiderate  youth  !  From  whofe  arms  art 
thou  flying  ?  From  what  a  flicker  art  thou  going 
forth  into  the  ftorm  ?  Art  thou  weary  of  a  fa- 
ther's affedion,  —  of  a  father's  care  ?  or,  Hopeft 
thou  to  find  a  warmer  interefl:,  a  truer  counfellor^ 
or  a  kinder  friend  in  a  land  of  flrangers,  where 
youth  is  made  a  prey,  and  fo  many  thoufands  are 
confederated  to  deceive  them,  and  live  by  their 
fpoils  ? 

We  will  feek  no  farther  than  this  idea  for  the 
extravagances  by  which  the  prodigal  fon  added 
one  unhappy  example  to  the  number :  his  for- 
tune waflied,  —  the  followers  of  it  fled  in  courfCj, 
—  the  wants  of  nature  remain,  ^ —  the  hand  of 
God  gone  forth  againft  him  ;  —  for  when  he 
had  fpent  all,  a  mighty  famine  arofe  in  tha,t 
country/'  —  Heaven !  have  pity  upon  the 
youth,  for  he  is  in  hunger  and  difl:refs  5  —  fl:ray« 
ed  out  of  the  reach  of  a  parent,  who  counts  every 
hour  of  his  abfence  with  anguifli ;  —  cut  off  from 
all  his  tender  offices  by  his  folly,  —  and  from 
relief  and  charity  from  others,  by  the  calamity  of 
the  times ! 

Nothing  fo  powerfully  calls  home  the  mind  as 
difl:refs !  the  tenfe  fibre  then  relaxes,  —  the  foui 

s  tz  retires 
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retires  to  itfelf,  —  fits  penfive  and  fufceptlble  of 
right  impreffions  :  if  we  have  a  friend,  'tis  then 
we  think  of  him  ;  if  a  benefactor,  at  that  moment 
all  his  kindneffes  prefs  upon  our  mind^  —  Gra- 
cious and  bountiful  God !  Is  it  not  for  this  that 
they  who,  in  their  profperity,  forget  thee,  do  yet 
remember  and  return  to  thee  in  the  hour  of  their 
forrow  ?  When  our  heart  is  in  heavinefs,  upon 
whom  can  we  think  but  thee,  who  knoweft  our 
neceffities  afar  off,  —  putteft  all  our  tears  in 
thy  bottle,  feeft  every  careful  thought,  —  hear- 
eft  every  figh  and  melancholy  groan  we  utter  I 

Strange  !  —  that  we  fliould  only  begin  to  think 
of  God  with  comfort,  when  with  joy  and  comfort 
we  can  think  of  nothing  elfe ! 

Man  furely  is  a  compound  of  riddles  and  con- 
tradiftions :  by  the  law  of  his  nature  he  avoids 
pain,  and  yet,  "  unlefs  he  fufFers  in  the  flefh,  he 

will  not  ceafe  from  fm,''  though  it  is  fure  to 
bring  pain  and  mifery  upon  his  head  for  ever, 

Whilft  all  went  pleafurably  on  with  the  prodi- 
gal, we  hear  not  one  word  concerning  his  father; 
—  no  pang  of  remorfe  for  the  fufFerings  in  which 
he  had  left  him,  or  refolution  of  returning,  to 
make  up  the  account  of  his  folly  :  —  his  firft 
^hour  of  diftrefs  feemed  to  be' his  firft  hour  of 
wifdom.  —  "  When  he  came  to  himfelf,  he  faid, 

How  many  hired  fervants  of  my  father  have 

bread  enough  and  to  fpare,  whilft  I  perifti  I'' 

Of  all  the  terrors  of  nature,  that  of  one  day  or 
other  dying  by  hunger,  is  the  greateft  j  and  it  k 

wifely 
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wifely  wove  into  our  frame  to  awaken  man  to  in- 
duflry,  and  call  forth  his  talents  ;  and  though  we 
feeni  to  go  on  carelefsly  fporting  with  it  as  we  do 
with  other  terrors,  —  yet  he  that  fees  this  enemy 
fairly,  and  in  his  moft  frightful  (hape,  will  need 
no  long  remonftrance  to  make  him  turn  out  of 
the  way  to  avoid  him. 

It  was  the  cafe  of  the  prodigal  j  —  he  arofe  to 
go  to  his  father. 

  Alas  !  How  fhould  he  tell  his  ftory  ?  — 

Ye  who  have  trod  this  round,  tell  me  in  what 
w^ords  he  fliall  give  in  to  his  father  the  fad  items 
of  his  extravagance. 

— — «  The  feafts  and  banquets  which  he  gave 
to  whole  cities  in  the  eaft,  —  the  cofts  of  Afiatic 
rarities,  —  and  of  Afiatic  cooks  to  drefs  them  ; 

the  expences  of  finging  men  and  fmging  wo- 
men, —  the  flute,  the  harp,  the  fackbut,  and  of 
4II  kinds  of  mufic  ;  —  the  drefs  of  the  Perfian 
courts,  how  magnificent !  their  flaves  how  nu- 
merous  !  —  their  chariots,  their  horfes,  their  pa^ 
laces,  their  furniture,  what  immenfe  fums  they 
had  devoured  !  — r-  what  e3^pe£lations  from  ftran- 
gers  of  condition  \  what  exaftions  ! 

How  fliall  the  youth  make  his  f;ather  compre* 
hend  that  he  was  cheated  at  Damafcus  by  one  of 
the  bed  men  in  the  world  ;  —  that  he  had  lent  a 
part  of  his  fubftance  to  a  friend  at  Nineveh,  who 
had  fled  off  with  it  to  the  Ganges ;  —  that  a 
whore  of  Babylon  had  fwallowed  his  beft  pear],, 
and  anointed  the  whole  city  with  his  balm  of 

S3  Gilead  | 
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Gilead ;  — ^  that  he  had  been  fold  by  a  man  of 
honour  fpr  twenty  fhekels  of  filver  to  a  worker 
in  graven  images ;  —  that  the  images  he  had 
purchafed  had  profited  him  9othing  ;  —  that  they 
could  not  be  tranfported  acrofs  the  wildernefs, 
and  had  been  burnt  with  fire  at  Shufan  ;  —  that 
the  *  apes  and  peacocks,  which  he  had  fent  for 
from  Tarfis,  lay  dead  upon  his  hands  ;  and  that 
the  mummies  had  not  been  dead  long  enough,, 
which  had  been  brought  him  out  of  Egypt : — 
that  all  had  gone  wrong  fince  the  day  he  forfook 
his  father's  houfe  ? 

 Leave  the  ftory  ;  -r-  it  will  be  told  more 

concifely.  —  "  When  he  was  yet  afar  off,  his  fa- 
"  ther  faw  him —  Compaflion  told  it  in  three 
words,  —  "he  fell  upon  his  neck, and  kiffed  him." 

Great  is  the  power  of  eloquence  ;  but  never  is 
it  fo  great  as  when  it  pleads  along  with  NaturCj, 
and  the  culprit  is  a  child  ftrayed  from  his  duty,, 
and  returned  to  it  again  with  tears.  Cafuifts  may 
fettle  the  point  as  they  will ;  but  what  could  a  pa- 
rent fee  more  in  the  account  tha.n  the  natural  one, 
of  an  ingenuous  heart  too  open  for  the  world,  — • 
fmitten  with  ftrong  fenfations  of  pleafures,  and 
fufFered  to  fally  forth  unarmed  into  the  midft  of 
enemies  ftronger  than  himfelf  ? 

Generofity  forrows  as  much  for  the  over* 
matched,  as  Pity  herfelf  does. 

The  idea  of  a  fon  fo  ruined,  v^ould  double  the 
father's  careffes  :  every  effufion  of  his  tendernefs 

Fidf  z  Chron.  ix.  2ie 
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would  add  bittemefs  to  his  fon's  remorfe,  — 
^  Gracious  Heaven !  what  a  father  have  I  rejx* 
^  dered  miferable !' 

"  And  he  faid,  I  have  finned  againft  Heaven, 
*^  and  in  thy  fight,  and  am  no  more  worthy  to 

he  called  thy  fon/' 

"  But  the  father  faid,  Bring  forth  the  beft  robe.** 
O  ye  affedions !  how  fondly  do  you  play  at 
crofs  purpofes  with  each  other !  —  'Tis  the  natu* 
ral  dialogue  of  true  tranfport :  joy  is  not  metho- 
dical ;  and  where  an  olFender,  beloved,  over- 
charges itfelf  in  the  offence,  —  words  are  too 
cold ;  and  a  conciliated  heart  replies  by  tokens  of 
efteem. 

And  he  faid  unto  his  fervants,  Bring  forth 
the  beft  robe,  and  put  it  on  him :  and  put  a 
ring  on  his  hand,  and  fhoes  on  his  feet,  and 
bring  hither  the  fatted  calf,  and  let  us  eat  and 
drink,  and  be  merry.** 

When  the  afFeftions  fo  kindly  brea|c  ioofe, 
Joy  is  another  name  for  Religion. 

We  look  up  as  we  tafte  it :  the  cold  Stoic  with* 
out,  when  he  hears  the  dancing  and  the  mufic, 
may  aflc  fullenly  (with  the  elder  brother)  What 
it  means  ?  and  refufe  to  enter :  but  the  humane 
and  compaflionate  all  fly  impetuoufly  to  the  ban* 
quet,  given  for  "  a  fon  who  was  dead,  and  is 

alive  again ;  —  who  was  loft  and  is  foimd." 
Gentle  fpirits,  light  up  the  pavilion  with  a  facred 
fire  ;  and  parental  love  and  filial  piety,  lead  ia 
the  malk  with  riot  and  wild  feftivity !  —  Was  it 

s  4  not 
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not  for  this  that  God  gave  man  mufic  to  llrike 
upon  the  kindly  pafllons  ;  that  Nature  taught  the 
feet  to  dance  to  its  movements,  and,  as  chief  go- 
vemefs  of  the  feaft,  poured  forth  wine  into  the 
goblet  to  crown  it  with  gladnefs  ? 

The  intention  of  this  parable  is  fo  clear  from 
the  occafion  of  it,  that  it  will  not  be  neceffary  to 
perplex  it  with  any  tedious  explanation  :  it  was 
defigned  by  way  of  indirect  remonflrance  to  the 
Scribes  and  Pharifees,  who  animadverted  upon 
our  Saviour's  condud,  for  entering  fo  freely  into 
conferences  with  finnerSjin  order  to  reclaim  them. 
To  that  end,  he  propofes  the  parable  of  the  fliep- 
^  herd,  who  left  his  ninety-and-nine  flieep  that  were 
fafe  in  the  fold,  to  go  and  feek  for  one  Iheep  that 
was  gone  aftray,  —  telling  them,  in  other  places, 
that  they  who  were  whole  wanted  not  a  phyfician, 
but  they  that  were  fick  :  and  here,  to  carry 
on  the  fame  le^^on,  and  to  prove  how  acceptable 
fuch  a  recovery  was  to  God,  he  relates  this  account 
of  the  prodigal  fon  and  his  welcome  reception. 

I  know  not  whether  it  would  be  a  fubjed  of 
much  edification  to  convince  you  here,  that  our 
Saviour,  by  the  prodigal  fon,  particularly  pointed 
at  thofe  who  are  Jinners  of  the  Gentiles^  and  were 
recovered  by  divine  grace  to  repentance  ;  —  and 
that,  by  the  elder  brother,  he  intended  as  mani- 
feftly  the  more  froward  of  the  Jews,  who  envied 
their  converfion,  and  thought  it  a  kind  of  wron^ 
to  their  primogeniture,  in  being  made  fellow-heirs 
^ith.  them  of  the  promifes  of  God, 

Thefe 
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Thefe  ufes  have  been  fo  ably  fet  forth,  in  fo 
many  good  fermons  upon  the  Prodigal  Son,  that 
i  fliall  turn  afide  from  them  at  prefent,  and  con- 
tent myfelf  with  fome  reflexions  upon  that  fatal 
paffion  which  led  hinij,  — and  fo  many  thoufands 
after  the  example,     to  gather  all  he  had  toge- 

ther,  and  take  his  journey  iato  a  far  country/* 

The  love  of  variety,  or  curiofity  of  feeing  new 
things,  which  is  the  fame,  or  at  leaft  a  fifter  paf- 
fion to  it,  — •  feems  wove  into  the  frame  of  every 
fon  and  daughter  of  Adam  ;  we  ufually  fpealc 
of  it  as  one  of  Nature^s  levities,  though  planted 
within  us  for  the  folld  purpofes  of  carrying  fo^ 
ward  the  mind  to  frelh  inquh-y  and  knowledge. 
Strip  us  of  it,  the  mind  (I  fear)  would  doze  for 
ever  over  the  prefent  page,  and  we  Hiould  all  of 
us  reft  at  eafe  with  fuch  objects  as  prefented  them- 
felves  in  the  parifli  or  province  where  we  firft 
drew  breath. 

It  is  to  this  fpur,  which  is  ever  in  our  fi.des, 
that  we  owe  the  impatience  of  this  defire  for  tra- 
velling :  the  paffion  is  no  v/ay  bad,  < —  but,  as 
others  are,  - —  in  its  mifmanagement  or  excefs  ; 

order  it  rightly,  the  advantages  are  worth  the 
purfuit ;  —  the  chief  of  which  are,  —  to  learn 
the  languages,  the  laws  and  cuftoms,  and  under-* 
iland  the  government  and  intereft  of  other  na- 
tions ;  —  to  acquire  an  urbanity  and  confidence 
of  behaviour,  and  fit  the  miixi  more  eafily  f<^r 
converfation  and  difcourfe ;  —  to  take  us  out  of 
the  company  of  our  aunts  and  grandmothers,  and 
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from  the  track  of  nurfery  miftakes ;  and  b) 
fliev/ing  us  new  objects,  or  old  ones  in  new  lights^ 
to  reform  our  judgments  :  —  by  tailing  perpe- 
tually the  varieties  of  Nature,  to  know  what  is 
gG&d ;  —  by  obferving  the  addrefs  and  arts  of 
man,  to  conceive  what  u  ftncere ;  —  and,  by 
feeing  the  difference  of  fo  many  various  humours 
and  manners,  —  to  look  into  ourfelves,  and  form 
our  own. 

This  is  fome  part  of  the  cargo  we  might  return 
with  ;  but  the  impulfe  of  feeing  new  fights,  aug- 
mented with  that  of  getting  clear  from  all  leflfam 
both  of  wifdom  and  reproof  at  home,  —  carries 
our  youth  too  early  out,  to  turn  this  venture  to 
much  account ;  on  the  contrary,  if  the  fcene 
painted  of  the  prodigal  in  his  travels,  looks  more 
Jike  a  copy  than  an  original,  —  will  it  not  be  well 
if  fuch  an  adventurer,  with  fo  unpromifmg  a  fet- 
ting  out,  —  without  carte^  —  without  compafs^ 

—  be  not  caft  away  for  ever  ;  —  and  may  he  not 
be  faid  to  efcape  well,  —  if  he  return  to  his 
country  only  as  naked  as  he  firft  left  it  ? 

But  you  will  fend  an  able  pilot  with  your  fon  ; 

—  a  fcholar. 

If  wifdom  can  fpeak  in  no  other  language  but 
Greek  or  Latin,  —  you  do  well :  —  or,  if  mathe- 
matics will  make  a  man  a  gentleman,  — -  or  natu- 
ral philofophy  but  teach  him  to  make  a  bow,  — ? 
he  may  be  of  fome  fervice  in  introducing  your  fon 
into  good  focieties,  and  fupporting  him  in  them 
when  he  has  done ;  - —  but  the  upfhot  will  be 

generally 


SERMON  XX. 


generally  this,  that,  in  the  moft  prefling  occanons 
pf  addrefs,  —  if  he  is  a  mere  man  of  reading, 
the  unhappy  youth  will  have  the  tutor  to  carry, 
—  and  not  the  tutor  to  carry  him. 

But  you  will  avoid  this  extreme ;  he  fhall  be 
efcorted  by  one  who  knows  the  world,  not  merely 
from  books,  —  but  from  his  own  experience ;  — 
a  man  who  has  been  employed  on  fuch  fervices, 
and  thrice  made  the  four  of  Europe  with fuccefs :  — ^ 
■  That  is,  without  breaking  his,  own  or  his 
pupil's  neck  ;  —  for  if  he  is  fuch  as  my  eyes  have 
feen !  fome  broken  Bwifs  n)alet  de  cbambre^  — 
fome  general  undertaker,  who  will  perform  the 
jourpey  in  fo  many  months,  if  God  permit^  — 
much  knowledge  will  not  accrue  \  —  fome  profit 
at  leaft  ;  —  he  will  learn  the  amount,  to  a  half- 
penny, of  every  ftage  from  Calais  to  Rome ;  — 
he  will  be  carried  to  the  bell  inns,  —  inftrufte^ 
where  there  is  the  beft  wine,  and  fup  a  livre 
cheaper  than  if  the  youth  had  been  left  to  make 

the  tour  and  the  bargain  himfelf.  Look  at 

our  governor,  I  befeech  you  I  ~-  fee,  he  is  an 
jnch  taller  as  he  relates  the  advantages  ! 

 And  here  endeth  his  pride,  his  know- 

ledge,  and  his  ufe* 

But,  when  your  fon  gets  abroad,  he  will  be 
taken  out  of  his  hand,  by  his  fociety  with  men 
of  rank  and  letters,  with  whom  he  will  pafe  the 
greateft  part  of  his  time. 

l^et  me  obferve,  in  the  firll  place,  —  that  com- 
pany which  is  really  good  is  very  rare,  and  very 

%; 
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Ihy  ;  but  you  have  furmounted  this  difficulty, 
and  procured  him  the  bell  letters  of  recommenda- 
tion to  the  moft  eminent  and  refpeclable  in  every 
capitaL 

And  I  anfwer,  that  he  will  obtain  ail  by  them 
which  courtefy  ftricUy  Hands  obliged  to  pay  on 
fuch  occafions,  but  no  more. 

There  is  nothing  in  which  we  are  fo  much  de- 
ceived as  in  the  advantages  propofed  from  our 
connexions  and  difcourfe  with  the  literati^  &c,  in 
foreign  parts  j  efpecially  if  the  experiment  k 
made  before  we  are  matured  by  years  or  ftudyc 
Converfation  is  a  traffic  ;  and  if  you  enter  into 
it  without  fome  flock  of  knov/ledge  to  balance 
{he  account  perpetually  betv/ixt  you,  —  the  trade 
drops  at  once :  —  and  this  is  the  reafon,  — • 
however  it  may  be  boalled  to  the  contrary,  why 
travellers  have  fo  little  (efpecially  good)  conver- 
fation  with  natives,  — -  owing  to  their  fufpicion, 
—  or,  perhaps,  conviction,  that  there  h  nothing 
to  be  extracted  from  the  converfation  of  young 
itinerants  worth  the  trouble  of  their  bad  language^ 
' —  or  the  interruption  of  their  viuts. 

The  pain  on  thefe  occafions  is  ufually  recipro- 
cal J  the  confequence  of  which  is,  that  the  difap- 
pointed  youth  feeks  an  eafier  fociety  ;  and  as  bad 
company  is  always  ready,  and  ever  lying  in  wait, 
the  career  is  foon  finiflied  ;  and  the  poor 
prodigal  returns  the  fame  objed  of  pity  with  the 
prodigal  in  the  GofpeL 
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NATIONAL   MEkCiES  CONSIDERED*. 

DEUTERONOJfiy  VI.  20,  21, 

:And  when  thy  fon  alketh  thee  in  time  to  come,  faying,, 
What  mean  the  teftimonies,  and  the  ftatutes,  and  the 
judgments,  which  the  Lord  our  God  hath  commanded 
you  ?  then  thou  fhalt  fay  unto  thy  fon,  We  were  Pha- 
raoh's bondfmen  in  Egypt,  and  the  Lord  brought  us  out 
■of  Egypt  with  a  mighty  hand. 

THESE  are  the  words  whkh  Mofes  left  as  a 
Handing  anfwer  for  the  children  of  Ifrael  to 
give  their  poflerity,  who  in  time  to  come  might 
become  ignorant,  or  unmindful  of  the  many  and 
great  mercievS  which  God  had  vouchfafed  to  their 
forefathers :  all  which  had  terminated  in  that 
one  of  their  deliverance  out  of  bondage. 

Though  th^y  w^ere  direfted  to  fpeak  in  this 
manner^  each  man  to,  his  fon,  yet  one  cannot 
fuppofe  that  the  direction  fhould  be  necelTary 
for  the  next  generation^  ~  for  the  children  of 
thofe  who  had  been  eye-witneffes  of  GodV. 
providence :  it  does  not  feem  likely  that  any 
of  them  fhould  arrive  to  that  age  of  reafoning 
which  would  put  them  upon  afldng  the  fup^ 
pofed  queftion,  and  not  be  long  beforehand 
inftrufted  in  the  anfwer.  Every  parent  would 
tell  his  child  the  hardfliips  of  his  captivity^ 

*  On  the  Inauguration  of  his  prefent  Majelly. 

and 
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and  the  amazing  particulars  of  his  dehVerance :  the 
{?:ory  was  fo  uncommon,^ — fo  full  of  wonder, — 
and  withal,  the  recital  of  it  would  ever  be  a  matter 
of  fuch  tranfport,  it  could  not  poffibly  be  kept  a 
fecret :  —  the  piety  and  gratitude  of  one  generation 
would  anticipate  the  curiofity  of  another :  their 
fons  would  learn  the  ftory  with  their  language. 

This  probably  might  be  the  cafe  with  the  firft 
or  fecond  race  of  people ;  but  in  procefs  of  time, 
things  might  take  a  different  turn :  a  long  and 
undifturbed  pofleflion  of  their  liberties  might  blunt 
the  fenfe  of  thofe  providences  of  God  which  had 
procured  them,  and  fet  the  remembrance  of  all  his 
mercies  at  too  great  a  diftance  from  their  hearts. 
After  they  had  for  fome  years  been  eafed  of 
«very  real  burden,  an  excefs  of  freedom  might 
make  them  reftlefs  under  every  imaginary  one, 
and,  amongft  others,  that  of  their  religion  ;  from 
whence  they  might  feek  occafion  to  inquire  into 
the  foundation  and  fitnefs  of  its  ceremonies,  its 
flatutes,  and  its  judgments. 

They  might  alk,  "What  meant  fo  many  com- 
mands, in  matters  Vv^hich  to  them  appeared  in- 
different in  their  ov/n  natures  ?  What  policy  in 
ordaining  them  ?  and,  What  obligation  could 
there  lie  upon  reafonable  creatures,  to  comply 
with  a  multitude  of  foch  unaccountable  injunc^ 
tionsj  fo  unv/orthy  the  wifdom  of  God  ? 

Hereafter,  poffibly,  they  might  go  further 
lengths ;  and  though  their  natural  bent  was 
generally  towards  fuperftidon,  yet  fome  ad- 
venturers. 
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venturers,  as  :s  ever  the  cafe,  might  fteer  for  the 
oppofite  coaftj  and  as  they  advanced,  mi^jht  dif- 
cover  that  all  religions,  of  what  denominations  or 
complexions  foever,  were  alike :  —  th^at  the  reli- 
gion of  their  own  country,  in  particular,  was  a 
contrivance  of  the  priefts  and  Levites,  —  a  phan- 
tom drefied  out  in  a  terrifying  garb  of  their  own 
making,  to  keep  weak  minds  in  fear :  —  that  its 
rites  and  ceremonies.^  and  numberlefe  injunftions^ 
were  fo  many  different  v/hee!s  in  the  fame  politi- 
cal engine,  put  in^  no  doubt ^  to  amufe  the  igno- 
rant, and  keep  thern  in  fuch  a  ft  ate  of  darknefe 
as  clerical  juggling  requires. 

That  as  for  the  moral  part  of  it,  though  it  was 
unexceptionable  in  itfelf,— yet  it  was  a  piece  of  in- 
telligence they  did  not  ftand  in  v/ant  of ;  aienhadna' 
tural  reafon  always  to  have  found  it  ouL — andwif- 
dom  to  have  prattifed  it,  v/ithoutMofes's  affillance. 

Nay,  poflibly,  in  procefs  of  time^  they  might 
arrive  at  greater  improvements  iu  religious  con- 
troverfy:  —  when  they  had  given  their  fyftem  of 
infidelity  all  the  ftrength  it  couid  admit  of  from 
reafon,  they  might  begin  to  embellifh  it  with  fom^ 
more  fprightly  canceits  and  turns  of  ridicule. 

Some  wanton  Ifraelite,  when  he  had  eaten 
and  was  full,  might  give  free  fcope  and  indul- 
gence to  this  talent.  As  arguments  and  fober 
reafoning  failM^  he  might  turn  the  edge  of 
his  wit  againft  types  and  fymbols,  and  treat 
ail  the  myfteries  of  his  religion,  and  every 
thing  that  couid  be  faid  on  fo  ferious  a  fub- 
12  jea, 
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|ed:,  wkh  raillery  and  mirth  :  he  might  give  vent 
to  a  world  of  pleafantry  upon  many  facred  pafla- 
ges  of  his  law :  he  might  banter  the  golden  calf, 
or  the  brazen  ferpent,  with  great  courage, — and 
confound  himfelf  in  the  diftinftions  of  clean  and 
unclean  beads,  by  the  defperate  failles  of  his  wit 
againft  them. 

He  could  but  poflibly  take  one  ftep  farther  ; 
when  the  land  which  fiowed  with  milk  and  honey, 
had  quite  worn  out  the  impreffions  of  his  yoke, 
and  blcffings  began  to  multiply  upon  his  hands, 
he  might  draw  this  curious  conclufion  :  —  That 
there  was  no  Being  who  was  the  author  and  be- 
ftower  of  them,  —  but  that  it  was  their  own  arm, 
and  the  mJghtinefs  of  Ifraelitifli  ftrength,  which 
had  put  them,  and  kept  them,  in  poffeffion  of  fo 
much  happinefs. 

O  Mofes,  —  How  would  thy  meek  and  patient 
fpu^t  have  been  put  to  the  torture  by  fuch  a  re- 
turn ?  If  a  propeniity  towards  fuperftition  in  the 
Ifraelites  did  once  betray  thee  into  fuch  an  excefs 
of  anger,  that  thou  threweft  the  two  tables  out 
of  thy  hands,  which  God  had  wrote,  and  care- 
lefsly  hazardedfl  the  whole  treafure  of  the  worlds 
with  what  indignation  and  honeft  anguifli  wouldft 
thou  have  heard  the  fcofiings  of  thofe  who  denied 
the  hand  which  brought  them  forth,  and  faid,  — 
Who  is  God,  that  we  (hould  obey  his  voice?  — 
with  what  force  and  vivacity  wouldft  thou  have  re- 
proached them  with  thehiftory  of  their  own  nation! 
—  that  if  too  free  an  enjoyment  of  God's  bleffings 

had 
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had  made  them  forget  to  look  backwards,  —  it 
was  neceflary  to  remind  them,  that  their  forefa« 
thers  were  Pharaoh's  bondfmen  in  Egypt,  without 
profpedt  of  deliverance  :  that  the  chains  of  their, 
captivity  had  been  fixed  and  rivetted  by  a  fuccef- 
fion  of  four  hundred  and  thirty  years,  without  the 
interruption  of  one  ftruggle  for  their  liberty  :  that 
sifter  the  expiration  of  that  hopelefs  period,  when 
no  natural  means  favoured  the  event,  they  Vere 
fnatched,  almoft  againfh  their  own  wills,  out  of 
the  hands  of  their  oppreffors,  and  led  through  an 
ocean  of  dangers,  to  the  pofTeffion  of  a  land  of 
plenty  :  that  this  change  in  their  affairs,  was  not 
the  produce  of  chance  or  fortune,  —  nor  was  it 
projefted  or  executed  by  any  atchieyement  or 
plan  of  human  device,  which  might  foon  again  be 
defeated  by  fuperipr  ftrength  or  policy  from  with* 
put,  or  from  force  of  accidents  from  within ;  from 
change  of  circumftances,  humours,  and  palTions 
of  men,  all  which  generally  had  a  fway  in  the  rife 
and  fall  of  kingdoms,  —  but  that  all  was' brought 
about  by  the  power  and  goodnefs  of  God,  who 
faw  and  pitied  the  affliftions  of  a  diftreffed  peo- 
ple, and  by  a  chain  of  great  and  mighty  deliver* 
ances,  fet  them  free  from  the  yoke  of  oppreffion. 

That  fmce  that  miraculous  efcape,  a  feries  of 
fucceffes  not  to  be  accounted  for  by  fecond  caufes 
and  the  natural  cQurfe  of  events,  had  demonftrated 
not  only  God's  providence  in  general,  but  his 
particular  providence  and  attachment  to  them ; 
that  nations  greater  and  mightier  than  they, 

yoL.  nip  T  were 
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were  driven  out  before  them,  and  their  lands  given 
to  them  for  an  everlafting  poffeflion*  — 

This  what  they  fhonld  teach  their  children, 
an^  their  children's  children  after  them.  —  Happy 
generations,  for  whom  fo  joyful  a  lefTon  was  pre- 
pared I  happy  indeed  !  had  ye  at  all  times  known 
to  have  made  the  ufe  of  it  which  Mofes  continu- 
ally exhorted,  —  of  drawing  nigh  unto  God 
"  witTi  all  your  hearts,  who  had  been  fo  nigh 

unto  you.'' 

And  here  let  us  drop  the  argument  as  it  ref- 
pefts  the  Jews,  and  for  a  moment  turn  it  towards 
ourfelves :  the  prefent  occafion,  and  the  recol- 
le£lion  which  is  natural  upon  it,  of  the  many  other 
parts  of  this  complicated  bleffing  vouchfafed  to 
us,  fince  we  became  a  na:tion,  making  it  hard  to 
defift  from  fuch  an  application. 

I  begin  with  the  firft  in  order  of  time,  as  well 
as  the  greateft  of  national  deliverances,  —  our  de^ 
Kverance  from  darknefs  and  idolatry,  by  the  con- 
veyance of  the  light  which  Chriftianity  brought 
with  it  into  Britain,  fo  early  as  in  the  life-time  of 
the  apoftks  themfelves,  or  at  furtheft,  not  many 
years  after  their  death. 

Though  this  might  feem  a  bleffing  conveyed 
arid  offered  to  us  in  common  with  other  parts  of 
the  world,  yet  when  you  refleft  upon  this  as  a 
remote  corner  of  the  earth  in  refpeft  of  Judea,  — 
its  fituation  and  inacceffibfenefs  as  an  ifland,  — 
the  little  that  was  then  knbwn  of  navigation,  — 
or  carried  on  of  commerce,  —  the  large  trad  of 
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land  which  to  this  day  remains  unhallowed  witt 
the  name  of  Chrift,  and  almoft  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  where  the  firft  glad  tidings  of  him  were 
founded^  —  one  cannot  but  adore  the  goodnefs  of 
God,  and  remark  a  more  particular  providence 
in  its  conveyance  and  eftablifliment  here,  than 
amongft  other  nations  upon  the  continent,  — 
where,  though  the  oppofitions  from  error  and 
prejudice  were  equal,  it  had  not  thefe  natural 
impediments  to  encounter. 

Hiflorians  and  ftatefmen,  who  generally  fearch 
everywhere  for  the  caufes  of  events  but  in  the 
pleafure  of  Him  who  difpofes  of  them,  may  make 
different  reflections  upon  this.    They  may  consi- 
der it  as  a  matter  incidental,  brought  to  pafs  by 
the  fortuitous  ambition,  fuccefs,  and  fettlement  of 
the  Romans  here  ;  it  appearing  that  in  Claudius's; 
reign,  when  Chriftianity  began  to  get  footing  in 
Rome,  near  eighty  thoufand  of  that  city  and  peo- 
ple were  fixed  in  this  ifland  :  as  this  made  a  free 
communication  betwixt  the  two  places,  the  way 
for  the  Gofpel  was  in  courfe  open,  and  its  tranfi- 
tion  from  the  one  to  the  other,  natural  and  eafy 
to  be  accounted  for,  —  and  yet,  neverthelefs,  pro- 
vidential.   God  often  fuffers  us  to  purfue  the  de- 
vices of  our  hearts,  whilft  he  turns  the  courfe  of 
them,  like  the  rivers  of  waters,  to  bountiful  pur- 
pofes.  Thus,  he  might  make  that  purfuit  of 
glory  inherent  in  the  Romans,  the  engine  to  ad* 
vance  his  own,  and  eftablifh  it  here :  he  might 
make  the  wickednefs  of  the  earth  to  work  his  own 
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righteoufnefs,  by  fufFering  them  to  wander  a  while 
beyond  their  proper  bounds,  till  his  purpofes  were 
fulfilled,  and  "  then  put  his  hook  into  their  nof* 

trils,'*  and  lead  thofe  wild  beafts  of  prey  back 
again  into  their  own  land* 

Next  to  this  bleffing  of  the  light  of  the  Gofpel^. 
we  muft  not  forget  that  by  which  it  was  preferred 
from  the  danger  of  being  totally  fmothered  and 
extinguiflied,  by  that  vaft  fwarm  of  barbarous  na- 
tions which  came  down  upon  us  from  the  north-^, 
and  fliook  the  whole  world  like  a  tempeft ;  chang- 
ing names  and  cuftoms,  and  language  and  govern- 
ment, and  almoft  the  very  face  of  nature,  where* 
ver  they  fixed.  That  our  religion  Ihould  be  pre- 
ferved  at  all,  when  every  thing  elfe  feemed  to 
perilh  which  was  capable  of  change ;  —  or,  that 
it  fhould  not  be  hurt  under  that  mighty  weight 
of  ruins,  beyond  the  recovery  of  its  former  beauty 
and  ftrength,  —  the  whole  can  be  afcribed  to  no 
caufe  fo  hkely  as  this,  That  the  fame  power  of 
God  which  fent  it  forth,  was  prefent  to  fupport 
it,  —  when  the  whole  frame  of  other  things  gave 
way. 

Next  in  degree  to  this  mercy  of  preferving 
Chriftianity  from  an  utter  extinction,  —  we  muft 
reckon  that  of  being  enabled  to  preferve  and  free 
it  from  corruptions,  which  the  ruft  of  time,  — - 
the  abufes  of  men,  and  the  natural  tendency  of 
all  things  to  degeneracy  which  are  trufted  to 
th  m,  had  from  time  to  timeintroduced  into  it. 

Smce  the  day  in  which  this  reformation  was 
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begun,  by  how  many  ftrange  and  critical  turns 
has  it  been  perfefted  and  handed  down,  if  not 
"  entirely  without  fpot  of  wrinkle/'  at  leaft, 
without  great  blotches  or  marks  of  anility  !  — 

Even  the  blow  which  was  fulFered  to  fall  upon 
•it  fliortly  after,  in  that  period  where  our  hiftory 
looks  fo  unlike  herfelf  (ftain'd,  Mary,  by  thee^ 
and  disfigured  by  blood)  — •  can  one  refleft  upon 
it,  without  adoring  the  providence  of  God,  which 
fo  fpeedily  fnatched  the  fword  of  perfecution  out 
of  her  hand,  —  making  her  reign  as  fiiort  as  it  was 
mercilefs  I 

If  God  then  made  us^  as  he  did  the  Ifraelites, 
fuck  honey  out  of  the  rock,  and  oil  out  of  the 
flinty  rock,  —  how  much  more  fignal  was  his 
mercy  in  giving  them  to  us  without  money,  with- 
out price,  in  thofe  good  days  which  followed, 
when  a  long  and  a  wife  reign  vv^as  as  neceffary  to 
build  up  our  church,  as  a  fliort  one  was  before,  to 
fave  it  from  ruins  !  — 

 The  blelTing  was  neceffary,  —  and  it  was 

granted :  — 

God  having  multiplied  the  years  of  that  re- 
nowned princefs  to  an  uncommon  number,  giving 
her  time,  as  well  as  a  heart,  to  fix  a  wavering  per- 
fecuted  people,  and  fettle  them  upon  fuch  a  foun- 
dation as  muft  make  them  happy ;  —  the  touch- 
ftone  by  which  they  are  to  be  tried  whom  God 
has  intruded  with  the  care  of  kingdoms, 

Bleffed  be  thy  glorious  name  for  ever  and  ever^ 
m  making  that  tefl  fo  much  eafierfor  thjeBritifh^ 
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than  other  princes  of  this  earth  ;  whofe  fubjeccs^ 
whatever  other  changes  they  have  felt,  have  fel- 
dom  happened  upon  that  of  changing  their  mi- 
fery ;  and,  it  is  to  be  feared,  are  never  likely,  fo 
long  as  they  are  kept  fo  ftrongly  bound  in  chains 
of  darknefs,  —  and  chains  of  power* 

From  both  thefe  kind  of  evils,  which  are  almoft 
naturally  connected  together,  How  providential 
was  our  efcape  in  the  fucceeding  reign,  when  all 
the  choice  blood  was  befpoke,  and.  preparations 
made,  to  offer  it  up  at  one  facrilice  ! 

I  would  not  intermix  the  horrors  of  that  black 
projected  feftival  with  the  glories  of  this ;  or  name 
the  forrows  of  the  next  reign,  which  ended  in 
the  fubverfion  of  our  conftitution,  was  it  not  ne- 
ceiTary  to  purfue  tlie  thread  of  our  deliverances 
through  thofe  times,  and  remark  how  nigh  God's 
providence  v/as  to  us  in  them  both,  —  by  pro- 
tefting  us  from  the  one,  in  as  fignal  a  manner  as 
he  reftored  us  from  the  other. 

Indeed,  the  latter  of  them  might  have  been  a 
joyiefs  matter  of  remembrance  to  us  at  this  day, 
had  it  not  been  confirmed  a  bleffingby  a  fucceeding 
efcape,  which  fealed  and  conveyed  it  fafe  down  to 
us :  whether  it  ivas  to  correft  an  undue  fenfe  of 
former  blelTmgs,  —  or  to  teach  us  to  refleft  upon 
the  number  and  value  of  them,  by  threatening  us 
with  the  deprivation  of  them,  —  we  were  fuffer- 
ed,  however,  to  approach  the  edge  of  a  precipice, 
where,  if  God  had  not  raifed  up  ^  deliverer  to 
lead  us  back,  • —  all  had  been  loft  :  — -  the  arts  of 
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Jefmtry  had  decoyed  us  forwards  ;  or,  if  that  had 
failed,  we  had  been  pufhM  down  by  open  force, 
—  and  our  deftrudion  had  been  inevitable* 

The  good  confequences  of  that  deliverance  are 
fuch,  that  it  feemed  as  if  God  had  fuffered  our 
waters,  Hke  thofe  of  Bethefda,  to  be  troubled,  to 
make  them  afterwards  more  healing  to  us  ;  fmce 
to  the  account  of  that  day's  blelfing,  we  charge 
the  enjoyment  of  every  thing  fmce  wwth  a  free- 
man's living  for  J  —  the  revival  of  our  liberty, 
our  religion,  the  juft  rights  of  our  kings,  —  and 
the  juft  rights  of  our  people  ;  and  along  with  all^ 
that  happy  provifion  for  their  continuance,  for 
which  we  are  returning  thanks  to  God  this  day. 

Let  us  do  it,  I  befeech  you,  in  the  way  which 
becomes  wife  men,  by  purfuing  tbe  intentions  of 
his  blelTnigs,  and  making  a  better  ufe  of  them  than 
our  forefathers,  who  fometimes  feemM  to  grow 
weary  of  their  own  happinefs  :  —  let  us  rather 
thank  God  for  the  good  land  which  he  has  given 
lis.;  and  when  vve  begin  to  profper  in  it,  and  have 
built  goodly  houfes,  and  dwelt  therein,  —  and 
when  our  fiiv^er  and  our  gold  is  multiplied,  and  all 
that  we  have  is  multiphedj  let  the  inftances  of  our 
virtue  and  benevolence  be  multiplied  with  them, 
that  the  great  and  mighty  God,  who  is  righteous 
in  all  his  ways,  and  holy  in  all  his  works,  may,  in 
the  laft  day  of  accounting  with  us,  judge  us  vv^or- 
thy  of  the  mercies  we  have  received. 

In  vain  are  days  fet  apart  to  celebrate  fuccefsful 
occurrences,  unlefs  they  influence  a  nation's  mo- 
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rals  :  —  a  finful  people  can  never  be  grateful  ta 
God,  —  nor  can  they,  properly  fpeaking,  be  loyal 
to  their  prince  ;  —  they  cannot  be  grateful  to  the 
one,  becaufe  they  live  not  under  a  fenfe  of  his 
mercies ;  —  nor  can  they  be  loyal  to  the  other, 
becaufe  they  difengage  the  providence  of  God 
from  taking  his  part,  and  then  giving  a  heart 
to  his  adverfaries  to  be  intraftable*  — 

And  therefore^  what  was  faid  by  fome  one, 
That  every  fm  was  a  treafon  againft  the  foul, 
may  be  applied  here,  —  That  every  wicked  man 
is  a  traitor  to  his  king  and  country*  And,  what- 
ever ftatefmen  may  write  of  the  caufes  of  the  rife 
and  fall  of  nations ;  —  for  the  contrary  reafons,  a 
good  man  will  ever  be  found  to  be  the  beft  patriot 
and  the  beft  fubjed :  and  though  an  individual 
may  fay.  What  can  my  righteoufnefs  profit  a  na- 
tion of  men  ?  it  may  be  anfwered.  That  if  it  Ihould 
fail  of  a  bleffing  here,  —  it  will  have  one  advan- 
tage at  leaft,  which  is  this,  — 

It  will  fave  thy  own  foul !  —  which  may  God 
:^grant*  Amen, 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  JACOB  CONSIDEUI-B. 

GENESIS    XLVI»  9« 

And  Jacob  faid  unto  Pharaoh,  the  days  of  the  years  of  my 
pilgrimage  are  an  hundred  and  thirty  years  ,  few  and  evil 
have  the  days  of  the  years  of  my  life  been.  — 

THERE  is  not  a  man  in  hiftory  whom  I 
pity  more  than  the  man  who  made  this 
reply :  —  not  becaufe  his  days  were  fhort,  —  but 
that  they  were  long  enough  to  have  crowded  into 
them  fo  much  evil  as  we  find. 

Of  all  the  patriarchs,  he  was  the  mod  un- 
happy :  for,  'bating  the  feven  years  he  ferved 
Laban  for  Rachel,  which  feemed  to  him  but  a 
"  few  days,  for  the  love  he  had  to  her,'"  —  flrike 
thofe  out  of  the  number,  — -  all  his  other  days 
were  forrow  ;  and  that  not  from  his  faults,  but 
from  the  ambition,  the  violences,  <ind  evil  paffions 
of  others.  A  large  poi  tion  of  what  man  is  born 
to,  comes,  youMl  fay>  from  the  fame  quarter :  — 
'tis  true ;  but  ftill  in  fome  men*s  lives,  there 
■feems  a  contexture  of  mifery  :  —  one  evil  fo  rifes 
out  of  another^  and  the  whole  plan  and  e:?cecution 
of  the  piece  has  fo  very  melancholy  an  air,  that 
a  good-natured  man  fliall  not  be  able  to  look 
upon  it  but  with  tears  on  his  cheeks. 

I  pity 
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I  pity  this  patriarch  ftill  the  more,  becaufe, 
from  his  firft  fetting  out  in  life,  he  had  been  led 
into  an  expeftation  of  f^jch  different  fcenes :  he 
was  told  by  Ifaac,  his  father,  that      God  fliould 

blefs  him  v/ith  the  dew  of  Heaven,  and  the  fat- 

nefs  of  the  earth,  and  with  plenty  of  corn  and 
^■^  wine ;  —  that  people  were  to  ferve  him,  and 

nations  to  bow  down  to  him  j  —  that  he  fliould 

be  lord  over  his  brethren ;  —  that  bleifed  was 
"  eyery  one  that  bleiTed  him,  and  curfed  was 

every  one  who  curfed  him.'' 

The  fimpiicity  of  youth  takes  promifes  of  hap- 
pinefs  in  the  fulleft  latitude  ;  —  and  as  thefe  were 
moreover  confirmed  to  him  by  the  God  of  his 
fathers,  on  his  way  to  Padanaran,  —  it  would 
leave  no  diftruft  of  their  accompHfliments  upon 
his  mind  ;  —  every  fair  and  flattering  objeQ:  be- 
fore him,  which  wore  the  face  of  joy,  he  would 
regard  as  a  portion  of  his  blelTmg  ;  he  would  pur? 
fue  it ;  —  he  would  grafp  a  fhadow. 

This  by  the  way,  makes  it  neceflary  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  bleffings  which  were  conveyed,  had  a 
view  to  bleflings  not  altogether  fuch  as  a  carnal 
mind  would  expeO: ;  but  that  they  were  in  a  great 
meafure  fpiritual,  and  fuch  as  the  prophetic  foul 
of  Ifaac  had  principally  before  him,  in  the  com- 
prehenfive  idea  of  their  future  and  happy  efta- 
blifhment,  when  they  were  no  longer  to  be 
ftrangers  and  pilgrims  upon  earth  :  for  in  faft,  in 
the  ftrict  and  literal  fenfe  of  his  father's  grant,  — 
Jacob  enjoyed  it  not }  and  was  fo  far  from  being 
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a  happy  man,  that,  in  the  mod  interefling  paf- 
fages  of  his  life,  he  met  with  nothing  but  difap^ 
pointments  and  grievous  affliftions. 

Let  us  accompany  him  from  the  firft  treacher- 
ous hour  of  a  mother's  ambition  ;  in  confequence 
of  which,  he  is  driven  forth  from  his  country  and 
the  protection  of  his  houfe,  to  feek  prote&ion 
and  eftablifliment  in  the  houfe  of  Laban  his  kinf- 
man. 

In  what  manner  this  anfwered  his  expeftations,, 
we  find  from  his  own  pathetic  remonftrance  to 
Laban,  when  he  had  purlued  him  feven  days 
journey,  and  overtook  him  on  Mount  Gilead.  — 
I  fee  him  in  the  door  of  the  tent,  vv^ith  the  calm 
courage  with  Innocence  gives  the  oppreffed,  thus 
remonftrating  to  his  father-in-law  upon  the  cruel- 
ty of  his  treatment  :  — 

"  Thefe  twenty  years  that  I  have  been  with 
thee^  —  thy  ewes  have  not  call  their  young  ; 
and  the  rams  of  thy  flock  have  I  not  eaten. 
"  That  which  was  torn  of  beafts  I  brought  not 
^'  unto  thee  ;  I  bare  the  lofs  of  it ;  —  what  was 
^'  ftolen  by  day,  or  ftolen  by  night,  of  my  hands 
didft  thou  require  it.    Thus  I  was  :  in  the  day 
^'  the  drought  confumed  me,  and  the  froft  by 
night ;  and  my  fleep  departed  from  my  eyes. 
Thus  have  I  been  twenty  years  in  thy  houfe: 
—  I  ferved  thee  fourteen  years  for  thy  two 
"  daughters,  and  fix  years  for  thy  cattle ;  and 
"  thou  haft  changed  my  wages  ten  times.'" 
Scarce  had  he  recovered  from  thefe  evils,  when 

the 


SERMON  XXIL 


the  ill  conduct  and  vices  of  his  children  wound 
his  foul  to  death.  —  Reuben  proves  inceftuous  j 

—  Judah  adulterous  ;  — r  his  daughter  Dinah  is 
diflionoured  ;  —  Simeon  and  Levi  difhonour 
themfelves  by  treachery ;  - —  two  of  his  grand* 
children  are  ftricken  with  fudden  death ;  — 
Rachel,  his  beloved  wife,  periflies,  and  in  circum- 
ftances  which  imbitterM  his  lofs ;  —  his  fon 
Jofeph,  a  moft  promifing  youth,  is  torn  from  him 
by  the  envy  of  his  brethren  ;  —  and,  to  clofe  all, 
himfelf  driven  by  famine,  in  his  old  age,  to  die 
amongfl  the  Egyptians  ;  —  a  people  who  held  it 
an  abomination  to  eat  bread  with  him.  Unhappy 
patriarch  ;  well  might  he  fay, '  That  few  and  evil 
>  had  been  his  days : '  the  anfwer,  indeed,  was 
extended  beyond  the  monarches  inquiry,  which 
was  limply  his  age  :  —  but  how  could  he  look 
back  upon  the  days  of  his  pilgrimage,  without 
thinking  of  the  forrows  which  thofe  days  had 
brought  along  with  them?  all  that  was  more  in 
the  anfwer  than  in  the  demand,  was  the  over- 
flowings of  a  heart  ready  to  bleed  afrelli  at  the 
recollection  of  what  had  befallen. 

Unwillingly  does  the  mind  digefl  the  evils 
prepared  for  it  by  others  ;  —  for  thofe  we  pre- 
pare ourfelves,  —  we  eat  but  the  fruit  which  we 
have  planted  and  watered  :  —  a  fhattered  fortune, 

—  a  lliattered  frame,  fo  we  have  but  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  {battering  them  ourfelves,  pafs  naturally 
enough  into  the  habit,  an4  by  the  eafe  with  which 
-they  are  both  done,  they  fave  the  fpedator  ft 
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world  of  pity :  but  for  thofe  like  Jacob's^ 
brought  upon  him  by  the  hands  from  which  he 
looked  for  all  his  comforts,  —  the  avarice  of  a  pa- 
rent, —  the  unkindnefs  of  a  relation,  —  the  in- 
gratitude of  a  child^ — they  are  evils  which  lea^ve 
a  fear  ;  befides,  as  they  hang  over  the  heads 
of  all,  and  therefore  may  fall  upon  any,  —  every 
looker  on  has  an  intereli  in  the  tragedy  ;  —  but 
then  we  are  apt  to  intereft  ourfelves  no  otherwife 
than  merely  as  the  incidents  themfelves  ftrike  our 
paflions,  v/ithout  carrying  the  leffon  further. — 
In  a  word,  —  we  realize  nothing  :  —  we  figh, 
—  we  wipe  aw^ay  the  tear,  —  and  there  ends  the 
ftory  of  Mifery,  and  the  moral  with  it* 

Let  us  try  to  do  better  with  this.  To  begia 
with  the  bad  bias  which  gave  the  w^hole  turn  to 
the  patriarch^s  life,  —  parental  partiality,  —  ox 
parental  injuftice,  —  it  matters  not  by  what  .title 
it  ftands  diftinguifted  ^tis  that  by  which  Re.^ 
bekah  planted  a  dagger  in  Efau's  breaft,  —  and 
an  eternal  terror  with  it  in  her  own,  left  Qxe  fhould 
live  to  be  deprived  of  them  both  in  one  day :  — 
and  truft  me,  dear  Chriftians,  wherever  that  equaj 
balance  of  kindaefs  and  love,  which  children 
look  up  to  you  for  as  their  natural  right,  is  no 
Ibnger  maintained^  there  will  daggers  ever  be 
planted;  "  the  fon  lhall  [^litera/Iy^  be  tet  at 
^  variance  againft  his  father,  and  the  daughter 

againft  her  mother,  and  the  daughter-in-law 
^  againft  her  mother-in-law ;  —  and  a  nm's 
^'  ibes  ihall  be  they  of  his  own  houfehold/' 
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It  was  an  exceFlent  ordinance,  as  well  of  do^ 
meflic  policy  as  of  equity,  which  Mofes  gave 
}£pon  this  head,  in  the  21ft  of  Deuteronomy. 
"  If  a  man  have  two  wives,  one  beloved  and. 
one  hated,  and  they  have  born  him  children, 
both  the  beloved  and  the  hated  ;  and  if  the 
"  firft-born  fon  be  hers  that  was  hated,  then  it 
lhall  be,  when  he  maketh  his  fons  to  inherit 
*^  that  which  he  hath,  that  he  may  not  make  the 
fon  of  the  beloved  firft-born,  before  the  fon  of 
the  hated  which  is  indeed  the  firft-born ;  — • 
but  he  (hall  acknov/ledge  the  fon  of  the  hated 
for  firft-born,  by  giving  him  a  double  portion 
of  all  that  he  hath/'    The  evil  was  well  fenced 
againft ;  —  for  'tis  one  of  thofe  which  fteals  in 
upon  the  heart  with  the  affeftions,  and  courts 
the  parent  under  fo  fweet  a  form,  that  thoufands 
have  been  betrayed  by  the  very  virtues  which 
fiiould  have  preferved  tliem.    Nature  tells  the 
parent,  there  can  be  no  error  on  the  fide  6f  af- 
feftion  J  —  but  we  forget,  when  Nature  pleads, 
for  one,  flie  pleads  for  every  child  alike  j  —  and, 
why  is  not  her  voice  to  be  heard  ?  Solomon 
fays,      Oppreffion  will  make  a  wife  man  mad/' 
—  What  will  it  do  then  to  a  tender  and  ingenu- 
ous heart  which  feels  itfelf  neglefted, — too  fuft 
of  reverence  for  the  author  of  its  wrongs  to  com- 
plain ?  —  See,  it  fits  down  in  filence,  robb'd  by 
difcouragements  of  all  its  natural  powers  to  pleafe, 
•~  born  to  fee  others  loaded  with  carefTes  ;  —  in 
fome  uncheery  corner  it  nourilhes  its  difcontent, 
8  — and 
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— ^and  with  a  weight  upon  its  fpirits,  which 
Its  little  flock  of  fortitude  is  not  able  to  with- 
ftand,  — it  droops  and  pines  away.  —  Sad  Vidtim 
of  Caprice  ! 

We  are   unavoidably  led  here  into  a  re- 
flection upon  Jacob's  condud  in  regard  to  his 
fon  Jofeph,  which  no  way  correfponded  with 
the  leflbn   of  wifdom  which  the  miferies  of 
his  own   family   might   have  taught  him,  — 
furely  his  eyes  had   feen  forrow  fufficient  on  ^ 
that  fcore  to  have  taken  warning  ;    and  yet 
w^e  find,  that  he  fell  into  the  fame  fnare  of 
partiality  to  that  child  in   his  old  age,  which 
his  mother  Rebekah   had   fliewn   to   him  in 
hers  :  —  "  for  Ifrael  loved  Jofeph  more  than 
all  his  children,  becaufe  he  was  the  fon  of 
his  old  age  ;    and  he  made  him  a  coat  of 

many  colours,"   O  Ifrael !    where  was 

that  prophetic  fpirit  which  darted  itfelf  into 
future  times,  and  told  each  tribe  what  was  to 
be  its  fate  ?  —  Where  was  it  fled,  that  it  could 
not  aid  thee  to  look  fo  little  a  way  forwards, 
as  to  behold  "  this  coat  of  many  colours" 
ftained  with  blood  ?  Why  v/ere  the  tender 
emotions  of  a  parent's  anguifh  hid  from  thy 
eyes  ?  — •  and,  Why  is  every  thing  ?  — .  but 
that  it  pleafes  Heaven  to  give  us  no  more  light 
in  our  way  than  will  leave  virtue  in  polTeffion 
of  its  recompence.  — 

~  Grant  me,  gracious  God,  to  go  cheer- 
fully on  the  road  which  thou  haft  marked  out ! 
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I  wifn  it  neither  more  wide  nor  mere  fmooth : 
~  continue  the  light  of  this  dim  taper  thou 
haft  put  into  my  hands .  —  I  will  kneel  upon  the 
ground  feven  times  a  day,  to  feek  the  beft  track  I 
can  with  it ;  —  and  having  done  that,  I  will 
ti'uft  myfelf  and  the  iffue  of  my  journey  to  thee, 
who  art  the  Fountain  of  joy,  —  and  will  fmg 
fongs  of  comfort  as  I  go  along  I 

Let  us  proceed  to  the  fecond  great  occur- 
rence in  the  patriarch's  life,  —  The  impofition 
of  a  wife  upon  him,  which  he  neither  bargained 
for  nor  loved.  —  "  And  it  came  to  pafs  in  the 

morning,  behold  it  was  Leah  !    And  he  faid 

faid  unto  Laban,  What  is  this  that  thou  haft 
^'  done  unto  me  ?  Did  I  not  ferve  thee  for 
*^  Rachel  ?    Wherefore  then  haft  thou  be- 

guiled  me  ? 

This,  indeed,  is  out  of  the  fyftem  of  all 
conjugal  impofitions  now,  —  but  the  moral  of 
it  is  ftill  good :  and  the  abufe,  with  the  fame 
complaint  of  Jacob's  upon  it,  will  ever  be  re-^ 
peated,  fo  long  as  Art  and  Artifice  are  fo  bufy 
as  they  are  in  thefe  affairs. 

Liften,  I  pray  you,  to  the  ftories  of  the  dif^ 
appointed  in  marriage !  —  colled  all  their 
complaints:  —  hear  their  mutual  reproaches; 
Upon  what  fatal  hinge  do  the  greateft  part 
of  them  turn  ?  —  *  They  were  miftaken  in  the 
^  perfon/  —  Some  difguife,  either  of  body  or 
mind,  is  .  feen  through  in  the  firft  dom^.ftic 
fcufle  ;  —  fome  fair  ornament, — perhaps  the 

very 
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\)ery  one  that  won  the  heart ;         the  ornament 
of  a  meek  and  quiet  fpiritp"  falls  oft'.  —  "  It 
is  not  the  Rachael  for  whom  I  have  ferved  ; 
Why  haft  thou  then  beguiled  me!''* 
Be  open,  —  be  honeft  :  —  give  yourfelf  for 
what  you  are ;  conceal  nothings  —  varniih  no- 
thing :  ~  and  if  thefe  fair  weapons  will  not  do, 
~  better  not  conquer  at  all  than  conquer  for  a 
day.  —  When  the  night  is  pafled^  'tv/ill  ever  be 
the  lame  ftory :  —      And  it  came  to  pais,  be- 
^'  hold  it  was  Leah 

If  the  heart  beguiles  itfelf  in  its  c^boice;^  and  ima- 
gination will  give  excellencies  which  are  not  the 
portion  of  flefh  and  bloody  v/hen  the  dream  is 
over,  and  we  awake  in  the  morning,  it  matters 
little  whether  'tis  Rachael  or  Leah  ;  —  be  the  ob- 
jeft  what  it  will,  as  it  muft  be  on  the  earthly  fide, 
at  leaft  of  perfection,  —  it  will  fall  fhort  of  the 
work  of  fancy,  whofe  exiftence  is  in  the  clouds. 
In  fuch  cafes  of  deception^  let  no  man  exclaim 
as  Jacob  does  in  his^  —  '-^  What  is  it  thou  haft 
"  done  unto  me  —  for  'tis  his  own  doings ; 
an,d  he  has  nothing  to  lay  his  fault  on  but  the  heat 
and  poetic  indifcretion  of  his  own  paffions. 

I  know  not  v/hether  'tis  of  any  ufe  to  take 
notice  of  this  fmguiarity  in  the  patriarch's  life, 
in  regard  to  the  v/rong  he  received  from  La- 
ban,  which  was  the  very  wrong  he  had  done 
before  to  his  father  Kaac,  when  the  infirmities 
of  old  age  had  difabied  him  from  diftinguilhing  % 
one  child  from  another :  —  Art  thou  my  very 
VOL.  III.  u  «  fon 
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fon  Efau  ?  And  he  faid,  I  am.*'  'Tis  doubtfal 
whether  Leah*s  veracity  was  put  to  the  fame  teft  j 
but  both  fufFered  from  a  fimilitude  of  ftratagem  ; 
and  'tis  bard  to  fay  ,  whether  the  anguifti,  from  crofs'd 
love,  in  the  breaft  of  one  brother,  might  not  be 
as  fore  a  punifliment  as  the  difquietudes  of  crofs'd 
ambition  and  revenge  in  the  bread  of  the  other. 

I  do  not  fee  which  way  the  honour  of  Provi- 
dence is  concerned  in  repaying  us  exactly  in  our 
own  coin ;  —  or,  why  a  man  fliould  fall  into  that 
very  pit  (and  no  other)  which  he  has  "  graven  and 
digged  for  another  man.''  Time  and  chance  may 
bring  fuch  incidents  about ;  and  there  wants  no- 
thing, but  that  Jacob  fhould  have  been  a  bad  man 
to  have  made  this  a  common-place  text  for  fuch 
a  doftrine. 

It  is  enough  for  us,  that  the  befl:  way  to  efcape 
evil  is,  in  general,  not  to  commit  it  ourfelves  ;  — * 
and  that  whenever  the  paflions  of  mankind  will  or« 
der  it  otherwife,  to  rob  thofe,  at  lead,  "  who  love 
judgment,"  of  the  triumph  of  finding  it  out,  — 
^  That  our  travail  has  returned  upon  our  heads, 
^  and  our  violent  dealings  upon  our  own  pater^r' 

I  cannot  conclude  this  difcourfe,  without  return- 
ing firft  to  the  part  with  which  it  fet  out ;  —  the  pa- 
triarch's account  to  the  king  of  Egypt  of  the  fhort« 
nefs  and  mifery  of  his  days.  —  Give  me  leave  to 
bring  this  home  to  us,  by  a  fingle  refledion  upon 
each. 

'  There  is  fomething  ftrange  in  it,  that  life  fhould 
appear  fo  fliort  in  the  grofs^  —  and  yet  fo  long  in 

the 
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the  detail.  Mifery  may  make  it  it  fo,  youHl  fay, 
— but  we  will  exclude  it ;  — -  and  ftill  you'll  find, 
though  we  all  complain  of  the  fhortnefs  of  life, 
what  numbers  there  are  who  feem  quite  overftock- 
ed  with  the  days  and  hours  of  it,  and  are  conti- 
nually fending  out  into  the  highways  and  ftreets  of 
the  city,  to  compel  guefts  to  cdme  in,  and  take  it 
off  their  hands  ;  to  do  this  with  ingenuity  and  fore- 
caft,  is  not  one  of  the  lead  arts  and  bufmelTes  of 
life  itfelf ;  and  they  who  cannot  fucceed  in  it,  carry 
as  many  marks  of  diftrefs  about  them  as  Bank« 
ruptcy  herfelf  could  wear.  Be  as  carelefs  as  we 
may,  we  fliall  not  always  have  the  power  ;  —  nor 
fhall  we  always  be  in  a  temper  to  let  the  account 
run  thusi  When  the  blood  is  coolM,  and  the 
fpirits,  which  have  hurried  us  on  through  half 
our  days,  before  we  have  numbered  one  of  them^ 
are  beginning  to  retire,  —  then  Wifdom  will  prefs 
a  moment  to  be  heard  ;  —  afflictions,  or  a  bed 
of  ficknefs  will  find  their  hours  of  perfuafion  ;  — 
and,  fhould  they  fail,  there  is  fomething  yet  be- 
hind :  —  Old  Age  will  overtake  us  at  the  laft;^ 
and  with  its  trembling  hand  hold  up  the  glafs  to 
us  as  it  did  to  the  patriarch. 

—  Dear  inconfiderate  Chriflians,  wait  not^ 
I  befeech  you,  till  then ;  —  take  a  view  of  your 
life  now  :  —  look  back,  —  behold  this  fair  fpace 
capable  of  fuch  heavenly  improvenientSj  ~  ali 

fcrawl'd  over  and  defaced  with  1  want 

words  to  fay  with  what,  —  for  I  think  only  of 
the  refieftions  with  which  you  are  to  fupport 

IT  a  your* 
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yourfelves  in  the  decline  of  a  life  fo  miferabiy  caft 
away,  ~  fhould  it  happen,  as  it  often  does^  that 
ye  have  flood  idle  unto  the  eleventh  hour,  and 
have  all  the  work  of  the  day  to  perform  when 
night  comes  on,  and  no  one  can  work. 

2dly.  As  to  the  evil  of  the  days  of  the  years 
of  our  pilgrimage,  —  fpeculation  and  fa6t  appear 
at  variance  again.  —  We  agree  with  the  patri- 
arch, that  the  life  of  man  is  miferable ;  and  yet 
the  world  looks  happy  enough,  —  and  every  thing 
tolerably  at  its  eafe.  If  muft  be  noted  indeed,  that 
the  patriarch,  in  this  account,  fpeaks  merely  his 
prefent  feelings ;  and  feems  rather  to  be  giving 
a  hiftory  of  his  fufFerings  than  a  f^'ftem  of  them, 
in  contradiftion  to  that  of  the  God  of  Love, 
Look  upon  the  world  he  has  given  us !  —  obferve 
the  riches  and  plenty  which  flow  in  every  chan- 
nel, not  only  to  fatisfy  the  defires  of  the  temper- 
ate, —  but  of  the  fanciful  and  wanton  !  —  every 
place  is  almoil  a  paradifc,  piauted  when  Nature 
was  in  her  gayeft:  humour ! 

—  Every  thing  has  two  vievv  s.  Jacob,  and  Job, 
and  Solomon,gave  one  feftion  of  the  globej  —  and 
this  reprefentation  another.™- 1  ruth  lieth  betwixt, 
—  or  rather,  good  and  evil  are  mixed  up  to- 
gether ;  which  of  the  two  preponderates,  is  beyond 
our  enquiry  ;  —  but,  I  truft,  ~  it  is  the  good.  — 
Firft,  As  it  renders  the  Creator  of  the  world  more 
dear  and  venerable  to  us ;  —  and,  fecondly,  Be« 
caufe  I  will  not  fuppofe  that  a  work  intended  to 
exalt  his  glory,  fhould  fland  in  want  of  apologies. 

Whatever 
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Whatever  is  the  proportion  of  mifery  in  this 
world,  it  is  certain,  that  it  can  be  lio  duty  of  re- 
ligion to  increafe  the  complaint,  —  or  to  affed 
the  praife  which  the  Jefuits'  college  of  Granada 
gave  their  Sanchez  :  —  That  though  he  lived 
where  there  was  a  very  fweet  garden,  yet  was 
never  feen  to  touch  a  flower ;  and  that  he  would 
rather  die  than  eat  fait  or  pepper,  or  aught  that 
might  give  a  relifli  to  his  meat. 

I  pity  the  men,  whofe  natural  pleafures  are 
burdens,  and  who  fly  from  Joy  (as  thefe  fple- 
netic  and  morofe  fouls  do)  as  if  it  was  really  an 
evil  in  itfelf. 

If  there  is  an  evil  in  this  world,  ^tis  forrow 
and  heavinefs  of  heart.  —  The  lofs  of  goods, 
— -  of  health,  — =  of  coronets  and  mitres,  are  only 
evil  as  they  occafion  forrow ;  ™  take  that  out, 
—  the  reft  is  fanc}^,  and  dwelieth  only  in  the 
head  of  man. 

Poor  unfortunate  creature  that  he  is !  as  if  the 
caufes  of  anguifli  in  the  heart  were  not  enow,  — 
but  he  muft  fill  up  the  meafure  with  thofe  of  ca- 
price ;  and  not  only  walk  in  a  vain  fliadow,  — ' 
but  difquiet  himfelf  in  vain  too  ! 

We  are  a  reftlefs  fet  of  beings  ;  and  as  w^e 
are  likely  to  continue  fo  to  the  end  of  the  w^orld, 
■ —  the  beft  we  can  do  in  it  is,  to  make  the  fame 
ufe  of  this  part  of  our  charafler  which  wife  men 
do  of  other  bad  propenfities  ^  when  they  find 
they  cannot  conquer  them,  —  they  endeavour^  at 
leaftj  to  divert  them  into  good  channels, 

u  3  It; 
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If,  therefore,  we  muft  be  a  folicitous  race  of 
felf-tornientors,  —  let  us  drop  the  common  ob« 
jefts  which  make  us  fo,  — -  and  for  God's  fake  be 
folicitous  only  to  live  welL 
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THE   PARABLE  OF  THE   J^ICH  MAN  AND 
LAZARUS  CONSIDERED. 

LUKE  XVI. 

And  be  faid  unto  him,  If  they  hear  not  Mofes  and  the  pro^ 
phets^  neither  will  they  be  perfuaded  though  one  fhould 
rife  from  the  dead. 

^  I  ^HESE  words  are  the  conclufion  of  the  parable 
of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus  ;  the  defign  of 
which  was,  to  fhew  us  the  neceffity  of  conducing 
ourfelveSjby  fuch  Hghts  as  God  had  been  pleafed  to 
give  us  :  the  fenfe  and  meaning  of  the  patriarch's 
final  determination  iji  the  text  being  this.  That 
they  who  will  not  be  perfuaded  to  anfwer  the  great 
purpofes  of  their  being,  upon  fuch  arguments  as 
are  offered  to  them  in  Scripture,  will  never  be 
perfuaded  to  it  by  any  other  means,  how  extra- 
ordinary foever ;  —  "  If  they  hear  not  Mofes  and 
^'  the  prophets,  neither  will  they  be  perfuaded 
^'  though  one  fhould  rife  from  the  dead/' 

—  Rife  from  the  dead !  To  what  purpofe  f 
What  could  fuch  a  meffenger  propofe  or  urge, 
which  had  not  been  propofed  and  urged  already  ? 
The  novelty  or  furprife  of  fuch  a  vifit,  might 
awaken  the  attention  of  a  curious  unthinking 
people,  who  fpent  their  time  in  nothing  elfe  but 
to  hear  and  tell  fome  new  thing  ;  but  ere  the  won« 
der  was  well  over,  fome  new  wonder  would  ftart 
y  4  '  vip 


296 


SERMON  XXIII. 


up  in  its  room,  and  then  the  man  might  return 
to  the  dead 5  from  whence  he  came,  and  not  a 
foul  make  one  enquiry  about  him. 

—  This,  I  fear,  would  be  the  conclufion  of 
the  affair.  But  to  bring  this  matter  (till  clofer 
to  us,  let  us  imagine,  if  there  is  nothing  un- 
worthy in  it,  that  God,  in  compliance  with  a 
curious  world,  ~  or  from  a  better  motive,  —  in 
compaffion  to  a  fmful  one,  fhould  vouchfafe 
to  fend  one  from  the  dead,  to  call  home  our 
confcience  and  make  us  better  Chriftians,  better 
citizens,  better  men,  and  better  fervants  to  God 
than  we  are. 

Now  bear  with  me,  I  befeech  you,  in  fram-. 
ing  fuch  an  addrefs  as,  I  im.agine,  would  be 
moll  likely  to  gain  our  attention,  and  conciliate 
the  heart  to  what  he  had  to  fay :  the  great  chart- 
nel  to  it  is  intereft ;  —  and  there  he  would  fet 
out» 

He  might  tell  us  (after  the  moft  indifputable  cre- 
dentials of  whom  he  ferved)  That  he  was  come  a 
nieffenger  from  the  great  God  of  Heaven,  with  re- 
iterated propofals,  whereby  much  was  to  be  grant- 
ed us  on  his  fide,  — -  and  fomething  to  be  parted 
with  on  ours  :  but  that,  not  to  alarm  us,  —  'twao 
neither  houfes,  nor  land,  nor  poifeffions  ;  —  ^twa& 
neither  wives,  nor  children,  nor  brethren,  nor 
fillers,  which  w^e  had  to  forfake ;  —  no  one  ra- 
tional pleafure  to  be  given  up ;  —  no  natural  en- 
dearment to  be  torn  from.  ~— 

In  ^  word,  he  would  tell  us.  We  had  no- 
thing to  part  with,  —  but  what  was  not  for  our 
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interefts  to  keep,  —  and  that  was  our  vices  ; 
which  brought  death  and  mifery  to  our  doors. 

He  would  go  on,  and  prove  it  by  a  thoufand  ar- 
guments, that  to  be  temperate  and  chafte,  and  jud 
and  peaceable,  and  charitable  and  kind  to  one  ano« 
ther,  —  was  only  doing  that  for  Christ's  lake, ' 
which  w^as  mod  for  our  own  :  and  that,  were  w^e  in 
a  capacity  of  capitulating  with  God,  upon  what 
terms  we  would  fubmit  to  his  government ;  —  he 
would  convince  us,  'tw^ould  be  impoffible  for  the 
wit  of  man  to  frame  any  propofals  more  for  our 
prefent  interefts,  than      to  lead  an  uncorruptecl 

life,  —  to  do  the  thing  wliich  is  lawful  and 

right,''  and  lay  fuch  reftraints  upon  our  appe- 
tites as  are  for  the  honour  of  human  nature  and  the 
refinement  of  human  happinefsc 

When  this  point  was  made  out,  and  the  alarms 
from  intereft  got  over,  —  the  fpedre  might  ad- 
drefs  himfelf  to  the  other  paffions.  —  In  doing 
this,  he  could  but  give  us  the  moft  engaging  ideas 
of  the  perfeftions  of  God ;  —  nor  could  he  do 
more  than  imprefs  the  moft  awful  ones  of  his  ma- 
jefty  and  power :  —  he  might  remind  us,  that  we 
are  creatures  but  of  a  day,  haftening  to  the  place 
from  whence  we  ftiall  not  return  ;  —  that  during 
our  ftay  we  ftood  accountable  to  this  Being,  who^  ^ 
though  rich  in  mercies,  —  yet  was  terrible  in  hi^; 
judgments ;  —  that  he  took  notice  of  all  our  ac- 
tions, —  that  he  was  about  our  paths,  and  about 
our  beds,  and  fpied  out  all  our  ways  ;  and  was  fo 
pure  in  his  nature,  that  be  vvould  punifli  even  the 
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wicked  imag  inations  of  the  heart ;  and  had  appoint- 
ed a  day  wherein  he  would  enter  into  this  enquiry. 
He  might  add,  — 

But  what  ?  —  with  all  the  eloquence  of  an  in- 
fpired  tongue.  What  could  he  add  or  fay  to  us, 
'  which  has  not  been  faid  before  ?  The  experi- 
ment has  been  tried  a  thoufand  times  upon  the 
hopes  and  fears,  the  reafons  and  paffions  of  men^ 
by  all  the  powers  of  nature :  —  the  applications 
of  which  have  been  fo  great,  and  the  variety  of 
addrelTes  fo  unanfwerable,  that  there  is  not  a 
greater  paradox  in  the  world  than  that  fo  great  a 
religion  Ihould  be  no  better  recommended  by  its 
profefTors. 

The  fad  is,  mankind  are  not  always  in  a  hu^ 
mour  to  be  convinced ,  —  and  fo  long  as  the 
pre -engagement  with  our  paffion  fubfifts,  it  is 
not  argumentation  which  can  do  the  bufmefs 
—  we  may  amufe  ourfelves  with  the  ceremony 
of  the  operation,  but  we  reafon  not  with  th^ 
proper  faculty,  when  we  fee  every  thing  in  the 
fhape  and  colouring  in  which  the  treachery  of 
the  fenfes  paints  it:  and  indeed,  were  we  only 
to  look  into  the  world,  and  obferve  how  in- 
clinable men  are  to  defend  evil,  as  well  as  to 
commit  it,  ~  one  would  think,  at  firft  fight, 
they  believed  that  all  difcourfes  of  religion  and 
virtue  were  mere  matters  of  fpeculation  for 
men  to  entertain  fome  idle  hours  with ;  and 
conclude  very   naturally,   that  we  feemed  to 
be  agreed  in  no  one  thing  but  fpeaking  well 
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and  acting  ill    But  the  trueft  comment  is  in  the 
text;  — I  "  If  they  hear  not  Mofes  and  the 
prophets/*  &c. 

If  they  are  not  brought  over  to  the  intereft  of 
religion  upon  fuch  difcoveries  as  God  has  made, 
• —  or  has  enabled  thqm  to  make,  they  will  ftand 
out  againft  all  evidence :  ^  in  Vain  fhall  one  rife 
for  their  conviction ;  —  was  the  earth  to  give  up 
her  dead,  —  'twould  be  the  fame ;  —  every  man 
would  return  again  to  his  courfe,  —  and  the  fame 
bad  pafTions  would  produce  the  fame  bad  aflions 
to  the  end  of  the  world. 

This  is  the  principal  leiTon  of  the  parable ;  but 
I  muft  enlarge  upon  the  whole  of  it  —  becaufe 
it  has  fome  other  ufeful  leflbns ;  and  they  will 
befl  prefent  themfelves  to  us  as  we  go  along. 

In  this  parable,  which  is  one  of  the  moft  re^ 
markable  in  the  Gofpel,  our  Saviour  reprefents 
^  fcene,  in  which,  by  a  kind  of  contrail,  two  of  th^ 
niofl  oppofite  conditions  that  could  be  brought 
together  from  human  life,  are  pafs'd  before  our 
imaginations. 

The  one  a  mm  exalted  above  the  level  of 
mankind,  to  the  higheft  pinnacle  of  profperity, 
!— •  to  nches,  to  happinefs  ;  — -  I  fay  happinefs^ 
—  in  compliance  with  the  world,  and  on  a  fup- 
pofition  that  the  polTeffion  of  riches  muft  make 
us  happy,  when  the  very  purfuit  of  them  fa 
warms  our  imaginations,  that  we  ftake  both  body 
and  foul  upon  the  event ;  as  if  they  were  things 
jiot  to  be  purchafed  at  too  dear  a  rate.    They  are 
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the  wages  of  wifdom,  —  as  well  as  of  folly.  — 
Whatever  was  the  cafe  here,  is  beyond  the  pur- 
port of  the  parable ;  — the  Scripture  is  filent, 
and  fo  fhould  we ;  it  marks  only  his  outward 
condition,  by  the  common  appendages  of  it,  in 
the  two  great  articles  of  Vanity  and  Appetite  :  — 
to  gratify  the  one,  he  was  clothed  in  purple  and 
fine  linen  ;  to  fatisfy  the  other,  fared  fumptuoully 
every  day  ;  and  upon  every  thing  too,  we'll  fup- 
pofe,  that  climates  could  furnifli,  —  that  luxury 
could  invent,  —  or  the  hand  of  Science  could 
torture. 

Clofe  by  his  gates  is  reprefented  an  objed:, 
whom  Providence  might  feem  to  have  placed 
there  to  cure  the  pride  of  man,  and  fhew  him 
to  what  wretchednefs  his  condinon  might  be 
brought :  a  creature  in  all  the  fhipv/reck  of  na- 
ture ;  —  helplefs,  —  undone,  —  in  want  of 
friends,  —  in  want  of  health,  —  and  in  want  of 
every  thing  with  them  which  his  diftrelTes  called  for. 

In  this  flate  he  is  defcribed  as  defiring  to  be 
fed  wath  the  crumbs  which  fell  from  the  rich 
man's  table ;  and  though  the  cafe  is  not  ex- 
prefsly  put,  that  he  was  refufed,  yet,  as  the  con- 
trary is  not  affirmed  in  the  hiilorical  part  of  the 
parable,  —  or  pleaded  after  by  the  other,  that 
he  fhewed  mercy  to  the  miferable^  ™  w^e  may 
conclude  his  requeft  was  unfuccefsful ;  — ^  like 
too  many  others  in  the  world,  either  fo  high 
lifted  up  in  it,  that  they  cannot  look  down 
dijftinftly  enough  upon  the  fulferings  of  their 
9,  fellow* 
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fellow-creatures, .  ~  or,  by  long  furfelting  in  a 
continual  courfe  of  banqueting  and  good  cheer, 
they  forget  there  is  fuch  a  diflemper  as  hunger 
in  the  catalogue  of  human  infirmities. 

Overcharged  with  this,  and  perhaps  a  thoufand 
unpitied  wants  in  a  pilgrimage  through  an  in- 
hofpitable  world,  —  the  poor  man  fmks  filently 
under  his  burden.  —  But  good  God !  w^hence  is 
this  ?  Why  dofl  thou  fuffer  thefe  hardfiiips  in 
a  world  which  thou  haft  made  ?  Is  it  for  thy 
honour  that  one  man  fliould  cat  the  bread  of 
fulnefs,  and  fo  many  of  his  own  flock  and  lineage 
eat  the  bread  of  forrow  ?  ~  That  thf  :  'hould 
go  clad  in  purple,  and  have  all  his  paths  iirewed 
with  rofe-buds  of  delight,  whiift  fo  many  mourn- 
ful paffengers  go  heavily  along,  and  pafs  by  his 
gates,  hanging  down  their  heads  ?  Is  it  for  thy 
glory,  O  God,  that  fo  large  a  ftade  of  mifery 
fliould  be  fpread  acrofs  thy  works  ?  - —  or,  is  it 
that  we  fee  but  a  part  of  them  ?  • —  When  the 
great  chain  at  length  is  let  dov/n,  and  all  that 
has  held  the  two  worlds  in  harmony  is  feen  ;  — 
when  the  dawn  of  that  day  approaches,  in  which 
all  the  diflrefsful  incidents  of  this  drama  fhall  be 
unravelled  ;  —  Vv^hen  every  man's  cafe  Ihall  be 
reconfidered,  —  then  wilt  thou  be  fully  juftified 
in  all  thy  ways  and  every  mouth  fnall  be 
flopped. 

After  a  long  day  of  mercy  mif-fpent  in  riot 
and  uncharitablenefs,  the  rich  man  died  alfo  : 
the  parable  adds,  —  and  was  buried:  — 
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buried  no  doubt  in  triumph,  with  all  the  ilU 
timed  pride  of  funerals,  and  empty  decorations, 
which  wordly  folly  is  apt  to  proftitute  upon  thofe 
occafionsi 

But  this  w^as  the  laft  vain  fhow ;  the  utter 
conclufion  of  all  his  epicurean  grandeur :  — ^ 
the  next  is  a  fcene  of  horror,  where  he  is  re- 
prefented  by  our  Saviour  in  a  ftate  of  the  ut- 
moft  mifery,  from  whence  he  is  fuppofed  to  liff 
up  his  eyes  towards  Heaven,  and  cry  to  the  pa« 
triarch  Abraham  for  mercy^  ^ —  "  And  Abraham 

faid,  Son,  remember  that  thou  in  thy  lifetime 

receivedfl  thy  good  things.'^ 

 That  he  had  received  his  good  things^ 

' — 'twas  from  Heaven,  - —  and  could  be  no  re- 
proach. With  what  feverity  foever  the  Scrip- 
ture fpeaks  againft  riches,  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  living  or  faring  fumptuoufly  every  day 
was  the  crime  objeded  to  the  rich  man  ;  or  that 
it  is  a  real  part  of  a  vicious  charafler :  the  cafe 
might  be  then  as  now ;  his  quality  and  ftation 
in  the  world  might  be  fuppofed  to  be  fuch,  as 
not  only  to  have  juftified  his  doing  this,  butj 
in  general,  to  have  required  it,  without  any 
imputation  of  doing  wrong ;  —  for  differences 
of  ftations  there  muft  be  in  the  world,  — 
which  muft  be  fupported  by  fuch  marks  of  dif- 
tinftion  as  cuftom  impofes.  The  exceeding 
great  plenty  and  magnificence  in  which  So- 
lomon is  defcribed  to  have  lived,  who  had 
ten  ht  oxen,  and  twenty  oxen  out  of  the 
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paftures,  and  a  hundred  flieep,  befides  harts 
and  roe-bucks,  and  fallow-deer  and  fatted  fowl^ 
with  thirty  meafures  of  fine  flour,  and  threefcore 
meafures  of  meal,  for  the  daily  provifion  of  his 
table  ;  —  all  this  is  not  laid  to  him  as  a  fin,  hui 
rather  remarked  as  an  inftance  of  God's  bleffing 
to  him  ;  and  whenever  thefe  things  are  otherwife, 
^tis  from  a  wafleful  and  difhoneft  perverfion  of 
them  to  pernicious  ends,  —  and  oft-times,  to  the 
very  bppofite  ones  for  which  they  were  granted,  — 
to  glad  the  heart,  to  open  it,  and  render  it  more 
kind. 

And  this  feems  to  have  been  the  fnare  the 
rich  man  had  fallen  into  ;  —  and  poffibly,  had 
he  fared  lefs  fumptuoufly,  — ^  he  might  have  had 
more  cool  hours  for  refleftion,  and  been  better 
difpofed  to  have  conceived  an  idea  of  want,  and 
to  have  felt  compaffion  for  it. 

"  And  Abraham,  faid,  Son,  remember  that 
thou  in  thy  lifetime  receivedft  thy  good  things^ 
"  and  likewife  Lazarus  evil  things.''  ~  Remem- 
ber !  fad  fubjeft  of  recollection  !  that  a  man  has 
palTed  through  this  world  with  all  the  bleiTmgs 
and  advantages  of  it  on  his  fide,  —  favoured  by 
God  Almighty  v/ith  riches,  — -  befriended  by 
his  fellow-creatures  in  the  means  of  acquiring 
them,  —  aiTifted  every  hour  by  the  fociety  of 
which  he  is  a  member,  in  the  enjoyment  of  themj 
= —  to  remember  how  much  he  has  received,  — ^ 
how  little  he  has  beftowed !  —-  that  he  has  been 
no  man's  friend  !  —  no  one's  proteclor  !  —  no 
^ne's  benefactor !      blefled  God  ! 
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Thus  begging  in  vain  for  himfelf,  he  is  repre- 
fented  at  laft  as  interceding  for  his  brethren,  that 
Lazarus  might  be  fent  to  them  to  give  them 
warning,  and  fave  them  from  the  ruin  which  he 
had  fallen  into  ;  —  They  have  Mofes  and  the 
"  prophets/'  was  the  anfwer  of  the  patriarch  ;  — 
"  let  them  hear  them  but  the  unhappy  man  is 
reprefented  as  discontented  with  it,  and  ftill  per- 
fifting   in  his  requeft,   and  urging,  —  Nay, 

father  Abraham,  but  if  one  went  from  the 

dead,  they  would  repent/' 

—  He  thought  fo ;  ™  but  Abraham  knew 
otherwife  ;  and  the  grounds  of  the  determina- 
tion I  have  explained  already  ;  —  fo  fliall  proceed 
to  draw  fome  other  conclufions  and  lefTons  from 
the  parable. 

And  firft,  our  Saviour  might  further  intend  to 
difcover  to  us  by  it,  the  dangers  to  which  great 
riches  naturally  expofe  mankind  ;  agreeably  to 
what  is  elfewhere  declared,  how  hardly  fliall 
they  who  have  them  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
Heaven. 

The  truth  is,  they  are  often  too  dangerous  a 
bleffing  for  God  to  truft  us  v/ith,  or  we  to  manage : 
they  furround  us  at  all  times  with  eafe,  with  non- 
fenfe,  with  flattery,  and  falfe  friends,  with  which 
thoufands  and  ten  thoufands  have  periflied :  — 
they  are  apt  to  multiply  our  faults,  and  treacher- 
oufly  to  conceal  them  from  us  ;  —  they  hourly 
adminifter  to  our  temptations  ;  and  neither  allow 
us  time  to  examine  our  faults,  nor  humility  to  re- 
pent of  thjem.  —  Nay,  what  is  ftrange,  do  they  not 
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often  tempt  men  even  to  covetoufnefs  !  and  tho* 
amidft  all  the  ill  offices  which  riches  do  us,  one 
would  leaft  fufpe6t  this  vice,  but  rather  think 
the  one  a  cure  for  the  other,  —  yet,  fo  it  is,  that 
many  a  man  contrails  his  fpirits  upon  the  en* 
largement  of  his  fortune,  and  is  the  more  empty 
for  being  full. 

But  there  is  lefs  need  to  preach  againft  this. 
We  feem  all  to  be  haftening  to  the  oppofite 
extreme  of  luxury  and  expence :  we  generally 
content  ourfelves  with  the  folution  of  it  j  and 
fay,  'Tis  a  natural  confequence  of  trade  md 
riches  ;  —  and  there  it  ends. 

By  the  way,  I  affirm,  there  is  a  miftake  in  the 
account ;  and  that  it  is  not  riches  which  are  the 
caufe  of  luxury,  —  but  the  corrupt  calculation 
of  the  world,  in  making  riches  the  balance  for 
honour,  for  virtue,  and  for  every  thing  that  is 
great  and  good  :  which  goads  fo  many  thoufands 
on  with  an  affeftation  of  polTeffing  more  than  they 
have  ;  —  and,  confequently,  of  engaging  in  a 
fyftem  of  expences  they  cannot  fupport. 

In  one  word,  'tis  the  neceffity  of  appearing  to 
be  fomebody,  in  order  to  be  fo,  —  which  ruins 
the  world. 

This  leads  us  to  another  leffon  in  the  parable, 
concerning  the  true  ufe  and  application  of  riches  : 
we  many  be  fure,  from  the  treatment  of  the  rich 
man,  that  he  did  not  employ  thofe  talents  as  God 
intended. 

How  God  did  intend  them,  —  may  as  well 
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be  known  from  an  appeal  to  your  own  hearts^ 
and  the  infcription  you  fliall  read  there, — ^  as 
from  any  chapter  and  verfe  I  might  cite  upon  the 
fubjeft.  Let  us  then  for  a  moment,  my  dear 
auditors,  turn  our  eyes  that  way,  and  confider 
the  traces  which  even  the  moft  infenfible  man 
may  have  proof  of,  from  what  he  may  perceive 
fpringing  up  within  him  from  fome  cafual  aft  of 
generofity ;  and  though  this  is  a  pleafure  which 
properly  belongs  to  the  good,  yet  let  him  try  the 
experiment ;  —  let  him  comfort  the  captive,  or 
cover  the  naked  v/ith  a  garment,  and  he  will  feel 
what  is  meant  by  that  moral  delight  arifmg  in  the 
mind  from  the  confcience  of  a  humane  adion. 

But  to  know  it  right,  we  mud  call  upon  the 
compaflionate*  —  Cruelty  gives  evidence  un- 
willingly, and  feels  the  pleafure  but  imperfectly; 
for  this,  like  all  other  pleafures,  is  of  a  relative 
nature,  and  confequently  the  enjoyment  of  it  re- 
quires fome  qualification  in  the  faculty,  as  much 
as  the  enjoyment  of  any  other  good  does.  Thsre 
muft  be  fomething  antecedent  in  the  difpofition 
and  temper  which  will  render  that  good,  a  good 
to  that  individual  5  —  otherwife,  though  'tis  true 
it  may  be  polTeiTed,  —  yet  it  never  can  be 
enjoyed. 

Confider  how  difficult  you  will  find  it,  to  con^ 
vince  a  miferable  heart  that  any  thing  is  good 
which  is  not  profitable  !  or  a  libertine  one,  that 
any  thing  is  bad  which  is  pleafant !  ' 

Preach  to  a  voluptuary,  who  has  modelFd  both 
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mind  and  body  to  no  other  happinefs  but  good 
eating  and  drinking,  —  bid  him  "  tafte  and 
"  fee  how  good  God  is/'  —  there  is  not  an  invi- 
tation in  all  nature  would  confound  him  like  it* 

In  a  w^ord,  a  man's  mind  muft  be  like  your 
propofition  before  it  can  be  relifhed  ;  —  and  'tis 
the  refemblance  between  them  which  brings  over 
his  judgment,  and  makes  him  an  evidence  on 
your  fide. 

'Tis  therefore  not  to  the  cruel,  —  'tis  to  the 
merciful ;  —  to  thofe  who  rejoice  with  them 
that  rejoice,  and  weep  with  them  that  weep,  —  that 
we  make  this  appeal.  —  'Tis  to  the  generous, 
the  kind,  the  humane,  that  I  am  now  to  tell  the 
fad  ^  ftory  of  the  fatherlefs,  and  of  him  who  hath 
no  helper,  and  befpeak  your  almfgiving  in  behalf 
of  thofe  who  know  not  how  to  afli  for  it  them- 
felves. 

—  What  can  I  fay  more  ?  —  It  is  a  fubjecfc 
on  which  I  cannot  inform  your  judgment ;  — 
and  in  fuch  an  audience,  I  would  not  prefume  to 
pra£life  upon  your  paflions :  —  let  it  fufSce  to 
fay.  That  they  whom  God  hath  bleiTed  with  the 
means,  —  and  for  whom  he  has  done  more,  in 
bleffing  them  likewife  with  a  difpofition,  have 
abundant  reafon  to  be  thankful  to  him,  as  the 
Author  of  every  good  gift,  for  the  meafure  he 
hath  beftowed  to  them  of  both.  'Tis  the  refuge 
^againft  the  ftormy  wind  and  tempeft,  which 
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he  has  planted  in  our  hearts  ;  and  the  conrtant 
fluduation  of  every  thing  in  this  world,  forces  all 
the  fons  and  daughters  of  Adam  to  feek  fhelter 
under  it  by  turns.  Guard  it  by  entails  and  fettle- 
ments  as  we  will,  the  moft  affluent  plenty  may 
be  ftripp'd,  and  find  all  its  worldly  comforts,  like  fo 
many  withered  leaves  dropping  from  us  !  —  The 
crowns  of  princes  may  be  fhaken  ;  and  the  great- 
eft  that  ever  awed  the  world  have  looked  back 
and  moralized  upon  the  turn  of  the  wheel ! 

That  which  has  happened  to  one,  —  may  hap- 
pen to  every  man  :  and  therefore  that  excellent 
rule  of  our  Saviour,  in  afts  of  benevolence,  as  well 
as  every  thing  elfe,  ftiould  govern  us  ;  —  "  That 

whatfoever  ye  would  that  men  fhould  do  to 
^'  you,  do  ye  alfo  unto  them.'* 

Haft  thou  ever  lain  upon  the  bed  of  languifh- 
ing  ?  or  laboured  under  a  diftemper  which  threat- 
ened thy  life  ?  —  Call  to  mind  thy  forrowful  and 
penfive  fpirit  at  that  time,  and  fay.  What  it  was 
that  made  the  thoughts  of  death  fo  bitter  !  —  If 
thou  hadft  children,  I  affirm  it,  the  bitternefs  of 
death  lay  there  !  —  If  unbrought  up,  and  un- 
provided for.  What  will  become  of  them?  Where 
will  they  find  a  friend  when  I  am  gone  ?  Who 
will  ftand  up  for  them,  and  plead  their  caufe 
againft  the  wicked  ? 

.  —  Blefled  God !  to  thee  who  art  a  Father  to 
the  fatherlefs,  and  a  Huftjand  to  the  widow,  — 
i  intruft  them ! 
Haft  thou  ever  fuftained  any  confiderable  fhock 
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in  thy  fortune  ?  or.  Has  the  fcantinefs  of  thy 
condition  hurried  thee  into  great  ftraits,  and 
brought  thee  almoft  to  diftraftion  ?  Confider, 
who  was  it  that  fpread  a  table  in  that  wildernefs 
of  thought  ?  —  who  made  thy  cup  to  overflow  ? 
Was  it  not  a  friend  of  confolation  who  ftepped  in, 

—  faw  thee  embarraffed  with  the  tender  pledges 
of  thy  love,  and  the  partner  of  thy  cares,  —  took 
them  under  his  protection  ?  —  (Heaven  thou 
wilt  reward  him  for  it !)  —  and  freed  thee  from 
all  the  terrifying  apprehenfions  of  a  parent's  love  ? 

—  Haft  thou  ?  — 

—  But  how  fhall  I  alk  a  queftion  which  muft 
bring  tears  into  fo  many  eyes  ?  —  Haft  thou  ever 
been  wounded  in  a  more  afteding  manner  ftill, 
by  the  lofs  of  a  moft  obliging  friend  ?  —  or  been 
torn  away  from  the  embraces  of  a  dear  and  pro- 
mifmg  child  by  the  ftroke  of  death  ?  —  Bitter 
remembrance  !  Nature  droops  at  it ;  —  but  Na- 
ture is  the  fame  in  all  conditions  and  lots  of  life. 

—  A  child  thruft  forth  in  an  evil  hour,  without 
food,  without  raiment,  bereft  of  inftruftion,  and 
the  means  of  its  falvation,  is  the  fubjeft  of  more 
tender  heart-aches  and  will  awaken  every  power  of 
Nature  !  —  As  we  have  felt  for  ourfelves,  —  let 
us  feel,  for  Chrift's  fake,  —  let  us  feel  for  theirs  ; 
and  may  the  God  of  all  comfort  t>lefs  you| 
Anien» 
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But  thou,  when  thou  art  bidden,  go  and  fit  down  in  the 
loweft  room,  that  when  he  that  bad  thee  cometh,  he  may 
fay  to  thee,  Friend,  go  up  higher ;  then  fhalt  thou  have 
worfliip  in  the  prefence  of  them  who  fit  at  meat  with  thee  i 
. —  for  whofoever  exalteth  himfelf  ftiall  be  abafed  j  and  he 
that  humbleth  himfelf  fhall  be  exalted. 

TT  is  an  exhortation  of  our  Saviour's  to  Humi- 
lity,  addreffed  by  way  of  inference  from  what 
.  he  had  faid  in  the  three  foregoing  verfes  of  the 
chapter :  where  upon  entering  into  the  houfe  of 
one  of  the  chief  Pharifees  to  eat  bread,  and  mark- 
ing  how  fmall  a  portion  of  this  neceffary  virtue 
entered  in  with  the  feveral  guefts,  difcovering  it- 
felf  from  their  choofmg  the  chief  rooms,  and  moft 
diftinguifhed  places  of  honour  ;  —  he  takes  the 
occafion  which  fuch  a  behaviour  offered,  to  cau- 
tion them  againft  Pride  ;  ftates  the  inconve- 
nience of  the  paflion  ;  — ^  Ihews  the  difappoint- 
ments  which  attend  it ;  —  the  difgrace  in  which 
it  generally  ends  ;  in  being  forced  at  lail  to  re- 
cede from  the  pretenfions  to  what  is  more  than 
our  due  ;  which,  by  the  way,  is  the  very  thing 
the  paffion  is  eternally  prompting  us  to  expert. 
When,  therefore,  thou  art  bidden  to  a  wedding, 
fays  our  Saviour,  fit  not  down  in  the  higheft 
room,  left  a  more  honourable  man  than  thou 
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he  bidden  of  him  ;  and  he  that  bad  thee  and 
him,  come  and  fay  to  thee,  —  Give  this  man 
place :  and  thou  begin  with  ftiame  to  take  the 
lowed  room. 

—  But  thou,  when  thou  art  bidden,  go  and 
fit  down  in  the  lowed  room  :  —  hard  lefiture  ! 
In  the  lowed  room  ?  —  What,  —  do  I  owe 
nothing  to  myfelf  ?  Mud  I  forget  my  dation, 
my  char^fter  in  life  ?  Refign  the  precedence 
which  my  birth,  my  fortune,  my  talents,  have  al- 
ready placed  me  in  polTt^ffion  of ;  —  give  all  up ! 
and  fuffer  inferiors  to  tal^e  my  honours  ?    Yes  j 
for  that,  fays  our  Saviour,  is  the  road  to  it: 
For  when  lie^at  bad  thee  cometh,  he  will  fay 
to  thee,  Friend,  go  up  higher  ;  then  llialt  thou 
have  wordiip  in  the  prefence  of  them  that  fit 
at  meat  with  thee :  —  for  whofoever  exalteth 
himfelf  lhall  be  abafed  ;  and  he  that  humbleth 
himfelf  fliall  be  exalted/' 
To  make  good  the  truth  of  which  declaration, 
it  is  not  neceffary  we  Ihould  look  beyond  this  life, 
and  fay,  That  in  that  day  of  retribution,  wherein 
every  high  thing  fliall  be  brought  low,  and 
every  irregular  paffion  dealt  with  as  it  deferves  j 
—  that  pride,  amongd  the  red  (confidered  as  a 
vicious  charafter),  fliall  meet  with  its  proper  pu- 
nifliment  of  being  abafed,  and  lying  down  for  ever 
in  fliame  and  diflionour,  —  It  is  not  neceflary  we 
fhould  look  fo  far  forwards  for  the  accomplilh- 
ment  of  this :  the  words  feem  not  fo  much  to  imply 
the  threat  of  a  diftant  puniftiment,  the  execution  of 
which  was  to  be  refpited  to  that  day ;  —  as  the 
X  4  declaration 
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declaration  of  a  plain  truth  depending  upon 
the  natural  courfe  of  things,  and  evidently  veri- 
fied in  every  hour's  commerce  of  the  world ; 
from  whence,  as  well  as  from  our  reafoning  upon 
the  point,  k  is  found.  That  Pride  lays  us  open 
to  fo  many  mortifying  encounters,  which  Humi- 
lity in  its  own  nature  refts  fecure  from,  that 
verily,  each  of  them,  in  this  world,  have  their 
reward  faithfully  dealt  out  by  the  natural  work- 
ings of  men's  paffions  ;  which,  though  very  bad 
executioners  in  general,  yet  are  fo  far  juft  ones 
in  this,  that  they  feldom  kiSer  the  exultations 
of  an  infolent  temper  to  efcape  the  abafement, 
or  the  deportment  of  a  humble  one  to  fail  of 
the  honour,  which  each  of  their  charafters  do 
deferve. 

In  other  vicious  exceffes  which  a  man  commits^ 
the  world  (though  it  is  not  much  to  its  credit) 
feems  to  ftand  pretty  neuter  :  if  you  are  extra- 
vagant or  intemperate,  you  are  looked  upon  as 
the  greateft  enemy  to  yourfelf,  —  or  if  an  enemy 
to  the  public,  at  leaft  you  are  fo  remote  a  one 
to  each  individual,  that  no  one  feels  himfelf  im- 
mediately concerned  in  your  punifhment :  but 
in  the  inftances  of  Pride,  the  attack  is  perfonal : 
for  as  thispaffion  can  only  take  its  rife  from  a  fecret 
com^parifon  which  the  party  has  been  making  of 
himfelf  to  my  difadvantage,  every  intimation  he 
gives  me  of  what  he  thinks  of  the  matter,  is  fo  far 
a  direO:  injury,  either  as  it  withholds  the  refped 
which  is  my  due,  —  or  perhaps  denies  me  to  have 
any ;  or  elfe,  which  prefles  equally  hard,  as  it  puts 
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me  in  mind  of  the  defects  which  I  really  have,  and 
of  which  I  am  truly  confcious,  and  confequently 
think  myfelf  the  lefs  deferving  of  an  admonition  : 
in  every  one  of  which  cafes,  the  proud  man,  iij 
whatever  language  he  fpeaks  it,  —  if  it  is  expref- 
five  of  this  fuperiority  over  me,  either  in  the 
gifts  of  fortune,  the  advantages  of  birth  or  im- 
provements, as  it  has  proceeded  from  a  mean 
eftimation,  and  poffibly  a  very  unfair  one,  of  the 
like  pretenfions  in  myfelf,  —  the  attack,  I  fay,  is 
perfonal ;  and  has  generally  the  fate  to  be  felt 
and  refented  as  fuch* 

So  that  with  regard  to  the  prefent  inconvenien- 
ces, there  is  fcarce  any  vice,  bating  fuch  as  are 
immediately  puniflied  by  laws,  which  a  man  may 
not  indulge  with  more  fafety  to  himfelf,  than  this 
one  of  Pride  ;  —  the  humbleft  of  men  not  being 
fo  entirely  void  of  the  paffion  themfelves,  but  that 
they  fuffer  fo  much  from  the  overflowings  of  it  in 
others,  as  to  make  the  literal  accomplifhment  of 
the  text  a  common  intereft  and  concern  :  in  which 
they  are  generally  fuccefsful,  —  the  nature  of  the 
vice  being  fuch,  as  not  only  to  tempt  you  to  it, 
but  to  afford  the  occafions  itfelf  of  its  own  humi^ 
liation* 

The  proud  man,  —  fee  !  —  he  is  fore  all  over ; 
touch  him  —  you  put  him  to  pain  :  and  though 
of  all  others,  he  a£ts  as  if  every  mortal  was  void  of 
all  fenfe  and  feeling,  yet  is  pofTelTed  with  fo  nice 
and  exquifite  a  one  himfelf,  that  the  flights,  the 
little  neglecle  and  inftances  of  difefteem,  which 
X  n  would 
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would  be  fcarce  felt  by  another  man,  are  perpe- 
tually wounding  him,  and  oft-times  piercing  him 
to  his  very  heart. 

I  would  not  therefore  be  a  proud  man  was  it 
only  for  this,  that  it  ihould  not  be  in  the  power  of 
every  one  who  thought  fit  —  to  chaflife  me  j  — ^ 
my  other  infirmities,  however  unworthy  of  me,  at 
ieaft  will  not  incommode  me :  — -  fo  little  difcoun- 
tenance  do  I  fee  given  to  them,  that  it  h  not  the 
world^s  fault,  if  I  fufFer  by  them  :  —  but  here  — 
if  I  exalt  myfelf,  I  have  no  profpeft  of  efcaping  ; 
—  with  this  vice  I  ftand  fwoln  up  in  every  body's 
way,  and  muft  unavoidably  be  thruft  back :  which- 
ever way  I  turn,  whatever  ftep  I  take  under  the 
direclion  of  this  paflion,  I  prefs  unkindly  upon 
feme  one,  and  in  return,  muft  prepare  myfelf  for 
fuch  niordfying  repulfes,  as  will  bring  me  down, 
and  make  me  go  on  my  way  forrowing. 

This  is  from  the  nature  of  things,  and  the  ex^ 
perience  of  life  as  far  back  as  Solomon,  whofe  ob« 
fervation  upon  it  was  the  fame,  —  and  it  will  ever 
hold  good, "  that  before  honour  was  humility,  and 

a  haughty  fpirit  before  a  fall.  —  Put  not  there- 

fore  thyfelf  forth  in  the  prefence  of  the  king, 
*^  and  ftand  not  in  the  place  of  great  men  :  —  fo:^ 

better  is  it  —  (which  by  the  way  is  the  very  dif- 
'-'^  fuafive  in  the  text)  —  better  is  it,  that  it  be  fai4 

unto  thee.  Friend,  come  up  higher,  than  that 
^'  thou  fliouldeft  be  put  lower  in  the  prefence  of 

the  prince  whom  thine  eyes  have  feen.'* 

Thus  much  for  the  illuftration  of  this  one  argu- 
ment 
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ment  of  our  Saviour's^  againft  Pride :  —  there  are 
many  other  confiderations  which  expofe  the  weak- 
nefs  of  it,  which  his  knowledge  of  the  heart  of  man 
might  have  fuggefted  ;  but  as  the  particular  occa- 
fion  which  gave  rife  to  this  leSure  of  our  Saviour's 
againft  Pride  naturally  led  him  to  fpeak  of  the 
mortifications  which  attend  fuch  inftances  of  it,  as 
he  then  beheld  :  for  this  reafon  the  other  argu- 
ments might  be  omitted,  which  perhaps  in  a  fet 
difcourfe  would  be  doing  injuftice  to  the  fubjeft. 
I  fliall  therefore,  in  the  remaining  part  of  this,  beg 
leave  to  offer  fome  other  confiderations  of  a  moral 
as  well  as  a  religious  nature  upon  this  fubjeft,  as 
fo  many  inducements  to  check  this  weak  paffion 
in  man  ;  which,  though  one  of  the  moft  inconve« 
nient  of  his  infirmities,  —  the  moft  painful  and 
difcourteous  to  fociety,  yet,  by  a  fad  fatality,  fo  it 
is,  that  there  are  few  vices,  except  fuch  whofe 
temptations  are  immediately  feated  in  our  natures, 
to  which  there  is  fo  general  a  propenfity  through- 
out the  whole  race. 

This  had  led  fome  fatirical  pens  to  write.  That 
all  mankind  at  the  bottom  were  proud  alike ;  — f 
that  one  man  differed  from  another,  not  fo  much 
in  the  different  portions  which  he  poifeiTed  of  it, 
as  in  the  different  art  and  addrefs  by  which  he  ex- 
cels in  the  management  and  difguife  of  it  to  the 
world  i  we  trample,  no  doubt,  too  often,  upon 
the  pride  of  Plato's  mantle,  with  as  great  a  pride 
of  our  own  ;  yet  on  the  whole,  the  remark  has 
more  fpleen  than  truth  in  it  j  there  being  thoufands 

(if 
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(if  any  evidence  is  to  be  allowed)  of  the  mofl  nn^ 
affected  humility,  and  trueft  poverty  of  fpirit, 
which  aftions  can  give  proof  of.  Notwithftand- 
ing  this,  fo  much  may  be  allowed  to  the  obferva- 
tion.  That  Pride  is  a  vice  which  grows  up  in  foci- 
ety  fo  infenfibly  ;  —  fteals  in  unobferved  upon  the 
heart  upon  fo  many  occafionsj  —  forms  itfelf 
upon  fuch  ftrange  pretenfions,  and  when  it  has 
done,  veils  itfelf  under  fuch  a  variety  of  unfuf- 
pefted  appearances,  —  fometimes  even  under  that 
of  Humility  itfelf ;  —  in  all  which  cafes,  Self-love, 
like  a  falfe  friend,  inftead  of  checking,  mofl  trea. 
cheroufly  feeds  this  humour,  points  out  fome  ex- 
cellence in  every  foul  to  make  him  vain,  and  think 
more  highly  of  himfelf,  than  he  ought  to  think ; 

that,  upon  the  whole,  there  is  no  one  weaknefs 
into  which  the  heart  of  man  is  more  eafily  betrayed 
—  or  which  requires  greater  helps  of  good  fenfe 
snd  good  principles  to  guard  againft. 

And  firft,  the  root  from  which  it  fprings  is  no 
inconfiderable  difcredit  to  the  fruit. 

If  you  look  into  the  beft  moral  writers,  who 
have  taken  pains  to  fearch  into  the  grounds  of  this 
paflion,  —  they  will  tell  you,  that  Pride  is  the 
vice  of  little  and  contrafted  fouls ;  —  that  whate- 
ver affeftation  of  greatnefs  it  generally  wears  and 
carries  in  the  looks,  there  is  always  meannefs  in 
the  heart  of  it :  —  a  haughty  and  an  abjed  tem^ 
per,  I  believe,  are  much  nearer  a-kin  than  they 
will  acknowledge ;  —  like  poor  relations,  they 
iook  a  little  fhy  at  one  another  at  firft  fight,  but 
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trace  back  their  pedigree,  they  are  but  collateral 
branches  from  the  fame  ftem  ;  and  there  is  fcarce 
any  one  who  has  not  feen  many  fuch  inftances  of 
it,  as  one  of  our  poets  alludes  to,  in  that  admirable 
ftroke  he  has  given  of  this  affinity,  in  his  defcrip- 
tion  of  a  "  Pride  which  licks  the  duft/' 

As  it  has  meannefs  at  the  bottom  of  it,  —  fo  it  is 
juftly  charged  with  having  vjeaknefs  there  too,  of 
which  it  gives  the  ftrongefh  proof  in  regard  to  the 
chief  end  it  has  in  view^  and  the  abfurd  means  it 
takes  to  bring  it  about, 

Confider  a  moment,  —  What  is  it  the  proud 
man  aims  at  ?  —  why,  —  fuch  a  meafure  of  ref- 
ped:  and  deference  as  is  due  to  his  fuperior  me- 
rit, &c.  &c* 

Now,  good  fenfc  and  a  knowledge  of  the  world 
fhew  us,  that  how  much  foever  of  thefe  are  due 
to  a  man,  allowing  he  has  made  a  right  calculationj 
—  they  are  ftill  dues  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  they 
are  not  to  be  infifted  upon  :  Honour  and  Refpeft 
muft  be  a  "  Free-will  offering  :  "  treat  them  other- 
wife,  and  claim  them  from  the  world  as  a  tax,  — 
they  are  fure  to  be  withheld  ;  the  firfl:  difcovery 
of  fuch  an  expedation  difappoints  it,  and  preju- 
dices your  title  to  it  for  ever. 

To  this  fpecuiative  argument  of  its  weaknefs,  it 
has  generally  the  ill  fate  to  add  another  of  a  more 
fubftantial  nature,  which  is  matter  of  fa£l ;  that 
to  turn  giddy  upon  every  little  exaltation,  is  ex- 
perienced to  be  no  lefs  a  mark  of  a  weak  brain  in 
the  figurative,  than  it  is  in  the  literal  fenfe  of  the 
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expreflion  —  in  fober  truth,  'tis  but  a  fcurvy  kind 
of  a  trick  (^qtioties  voluit  Fortuna  jocarf)  —  when 
Fortune,  in  one  of  her  merry  moods,  takes  a  poor 
devil  with  this  paffion  in  his  head,  and  mounts  him 
up  all  at  once  as  high  as  fhe  can  get  him,  —  for 
it  is  fure  to  make  him  play  fuch  phantaftic  tricks^ 
as  to  become  the  very  fool  of  the  comedy ;  and 
was  he  not  a  general  benefaftor  to  the  world  in 
making  it  merry,  I  know  not  how  Spleen  could  be 
pacified  during  the  reprefentation. 

A  third  argument  againft  Pride  is  the  natural 
connexion  it  has  v/ith  vices  of  an  unfocial  afpect: 
the  Scripture  feldom  introduces  it  alone  —  Anger^ 
or  Strife,  or  Revenge^  or  fome  inimical  paffion, 
is  ever  upon  the  ftage  with  it ;  the  proofs  and 
reafons  of  which  I  have  not  time  to  enlarge  on, 
and  therefore  fhall  fay  no  more  upon  this  argu- 
ment than  this,  —  that  was  there  no  other,  — 
yet  the  bad  company  this  vice  is  generally  found 
in,  would  be  fufficient  by  itfelf  to  engage  a  man  to 
avoid  it. 

Thus  much  for  the  moral  confiderations  upon 
this  fubjeft  ;  a  great  part  of  which,  as  they  illuf- 
trate  chiefly  the  inconveniences  of  Pride  in  a  fo- 
cial  light,  may  feem  to  have  a  greater  tendency 
to  make  men  guard  the  appearances  of  it,  than 
conquer  the  paffion  itfelf,  and  root  it  out  of  their 
nature :  to  do  this  effectually,  we  muft  add  the 
arguments  of  religion,  without  which,  the  befl 
moral  difcourfe  may  prove  little  better  than  a  cold 
13  political 
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political  ledurej  taught  merely  to  govern  the  pat 
fion  fo,  as  not  to  be  injurious  to  a  man's  prefent 
interefl  or  quiet ;  all  which  a  man  may  learn  to 
practife  well  enough,  and  yet  at  the  fame  time  be 
a  perfed  ft  ranger  to  the  beft  part  of  humility^ 
which  implies  not  a  concealment  of  Pride,  but  an 
abfolute  conqueft  over  the  firft  rifmgs  ox  it  which 
are  felt  in  the  heart  of  mam 
i   Andj  firftj  one  of  the  moft  perfuafive  arguments 
which  religion  offers  to  this  end  is  that  which  rifes 
from  the  ftate  and  condition  of  ourfelves,  both  as 
to  our  natural  and  moral  imperfeflions.  It  is  im- 
poflible  to  refleft  a  moment  upon  this  hintj  but 
wdth  a  heart  full  of  the  humble  exclamation,  O 
God !  what  is  man !  —  even  a  thing  of  nought ; 
—  a  poor^  infirm^  miferable,  fliort-lived  creatiu'e^ 
that  paiTes  away  like  a  iliadowj  and  is  haftening 
ofiF  the  ftage  where  the  theatrical  titles  and  diftiac- 
tions,  and  the  whole  mafl^  of  Pride  which  he  has 
worn  for  a  day  will  fall  oftj  and  leave  him  naked 
as  a  neglefted  Have.    Send  forth  your  im.agina- 
tion,  I  befeech  you,  to  view  the  laft  fcene  of  the 
greateft  and  proudeft  whp  ever  awed  and  governed 
the  world  —  fee  the  empty  vapour  difappearing ! 
one  of  the  arrows  of  mortality  this  mom^ent  flicks 
faft  within  him :  ~  fee,  —  it  forces  out  his  life, 
and  freezes  his  blood  and  fpirits. 

—  Approach  his  bed  of  ftate,  —  lift  up  the 
curtain,  —  regard  a  moment  with  filence  — 

Are  thefe  cold  hands  and  pale  lips  all  that  is 
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left  of  him  who  was  canonizM  by  his  own  pride^ 
or  made  a  god  of  by  his  flatterers  ? 

O  my  foul !  with  what  dreams  haft  thou  been 
bewitched  ?  how  haft  thou  been  deluded  by  the 
objefts  thou  haft  fo  eagerly  grafped  at  ? 

If  this  reflexion  from  the  natural  imperfeftion 
of  man,  which  he  cannot  remedy,  does  neyerthe- 
lefs  ftrike  a  damp  upon  human  Pride,  much  more 
muft  the  confiderations  do  fo,  which  arife  from 
the  wilful  depravations  of  his  nature. 

Survey  yourfelves,  my  dear  Chriftians,  a  few" 
moments  in  this  light  ~  behold  a  difobedient,  un- 
grateful, intradabie,  and  diforderly  fet  of  crea- 
tures, going  wrong  feven  times  in  a  day,  —  ading 
fometimes  every  hour  of  it  againft  your  ov/n  con- 
visions  —  your  own  interefts,  and  the  intentions 
of  your  God,  who  v^ilis  and  propofes  nothing  but 
your  happinefs  and  profperity  —  what  reafon  does 
this  view  furnifh  you  for  Pride  ?  how  many  does^ 
it  fuggeft  to  mortify  and  make  you  aftiamed  ?  — 
well  might  the  fon  of  Syrach  fay  in  that  farcaftical 
remark  of  his  upon  it,    That  Pride  was  not  made 

for  man  ;  —  for  fome  purpofes,  and  for  fonie 
particular  beings,  the  paffion  might  have  been 
lhaped  — >  but  not  for  him  —  fancy  it  w^here  you 
will,  'tis  no  where  fo  improper  —  'tis  in  no  crea- 
ture fo  unbecoming.  — 

—  But  why  fo  cold  an  affent  to  fo  incon- 
tefted  a  truth  ?  —  Perhaps  thou  haft  reafons 
to  be  proud  :  —  for  heaven's  fake  let  us  hear 

them^ 
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them.  —  Thou  haft  the  advantages  of  birth  and 
title  to  boaft  of  —  or  thou  ftandeft  in  the  fun- 
fhine  of  court  favour  —  or  thou  haft  a  large 
fortune  —  or  great  talents  —  or  much  learning — 
or  nature  has  beftowed  her  graces  upon  thy  per- 
fon  —  fpeak  —  on  which  of  thefe  foundations 
haft  thou  raifed  this  fanciful  ftrufture  ?  —  Let 
us  examine  them. 

Thou  art  well  born  : —  then  truft  me,  'twill 
pollute  no  one  drop  of  thy  blood  to  be  humble  : 
humility  calls  no  man  down  from  his  rank,  — 
divefts  not  princes  of  their  titles  ;  it  is  in  life  what 
the  clear  obfcure  is  in  painting  ;  it  makes  the  hero 
ftep  forth  in  the  canvas,  and  detaches  his  figure 
from  the  group  in  which  he  would  otherwife  ftand 
confounded  for  ever. 

If  thou  art  rich  —  then  fhew  the  greatnefs  of 
thy  fortune,  —  or  what  is  better,  the  greatnefs  of 
thy  foul,  in  the  meeknefs  of  thy  converfation  ; 
condefcend  to  men  of  low  eftate  —  fupport  the 
diftrefled,  and  patronize  the  neglefted.  —  Be 
great ;  but  let  it  be  in  confidering  riches  as  they 
are  ;  as  "  talents  committed  to  an  earthen  veffei'' 
—  That  thou  art  but  the  receiver y  —  and  that  to 
be  obliged  and  to  be  vain  too,  - —  is  but  the  old 
folecifm  of  pride  and  beggary,  which,  though  they 
often  meet,  — yet  ever  make  but  an  abfurd  fociety^ 

If  thou  art  powerful  in  intereft,  and  ftandeft 
deified  by  a  fervile  tribe  of  dependents,  —  why 
fliouldeft  thou  be  proud,  —  becaufe  they  are 
hungry  ?  — ■  Scourge  me  fuch  fycophants  :  they 
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have  turned  the  heads  of  thoufands  as  well  as 
thine. — 

—  But  ^tis  thy  own  dexterity  and  ftrength 
which  have  gained  thee  this  eminence  :  —  allow 
it ;  but  art  thou  proud  that  thou  ftandeft  in  a 
place  where  thou  art  the  mark  of  one  man's 
envy,  another  man's  malice,  or  a  third  man's  re- 
venge, —  where  good  men  may  be  ready  to  fuf- 
peft  thee,  and  whence  bad  men  will  be  ready  to 
pull  thee  down  ?  I  would  be  proud  of  nothing 
that  is  uncertain  :  Haman  was  fo,  becaufe  he  was 
admitted  alone  to  queen  Efther's  banquet ;  and 
the  diftinftion  raifed  him,  but  it  was  fifty  cubits 
higher  than  he  ever  dream 'd  or  thought  of. 

Let  us  pafs  on  to  the  pretences  of  learning, 
&c.  &c.  If  thou  haft  a  little,  thou  wilt  be  proud 
of  it  in  courfe :  if  thou  haft  much,  and  good 
fenfe  along  with  it,  there  will  be  no  reafon  to  dif- 
pute  againft  the  paffion:  a  beggarly  parade  of 
remnants  is  but  a  forry  obje£t  of  Pride  at  the  beft ; 
—  but  more  fo  when  we  can  cry  out  upon  it,  as 
the  poor  man  did  of  his  hatchet  —  "  Alas  ! 
Mafter,  — ^^for  it  was  borrowed 

It  is  treafon  to  fay  the  fame  of  Beauty  —  what- 
ever we  do  of  the  arts  and  ornaments  with  which 
Pride  is  wont  to  fet  it  off :  the  weakeft  minds  are 
moft  caught  with  both  ;  being  ever  glad  to  win 
;attention  and  credit  from  fmall  and  flender  acci- 
dents, through  difability  of  purchafing  them  by 
better  'means*    In  truth,  beauty  has  fo  many 
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charms,  one  knows  not  how  to  fpeak  againft  it ; 
and  when  it  happens  that  a  graceful  figure  is  the 
habitation  of  a  virtuous  foul,  when  the  beauty  of 
the  face  fpeaks  out  the  modefty  and  humility  of 
the  mind,  and  the  juftnefs  of  the  proportion  raifes 
our  thoughts  up  to  the  art  and  wifdom  of  the 
great  Creator,  fomething  may  be  allowed  it, 
and  fomething  to  the  embelHftiments  which  fet  it 
off ;  —  and  yet,  when  the  whole  apology  is  read^ 

—  it  will  be  found  at  laft,  that  Beauty,  like 
Truth,  never  is  fo  glorious  as  when  it  goes  the 
plaineft. 

Simplicity  is  the  great  friend  to  nature,  and  if 
I  would  be  proud  of  any  thing  in  this  filly  world,, 
it  fliould  be  of  this  honeft  alliance. 

Confider  what  has  been  faid ;  and  may  the 
God  of  all  mercies  and  kindnefs  watch  over  your 
pafFions,  and  infpire  you     with  all  humblenefs  of 

mind,  meeknefs,  patience,  and  long  fuffering/' 

—  i\men^ 
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Learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart ;  and  ye 
fhall  find  reft  unto  your  fouls. 

THE  great  bufmefs  of  man,  is  the  regulation  of 
his  fpirit ;  the  poffeffion  of  fuch  a  frame  and 
temper  of  mind,  as  will  lead  us  peaceably  through 
this  world,  and  in  the  many  weary  ftages  of  it, 
affords  us  what  we  fhall  be  fure  to  ftand  in  need 
of,  —  ^'  Reft  unto  our  fouls.'^  — -  Reft  unto  our 
fouls  !  —  'tis  all  we  want  — -  the  end  of  all  our 
wifhes  and  purfuits  :  give  us  a  profpeft  of  this, 
we  take  the  wings  of  the  morning,  and  fly  to  the 
uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth  to  have  it  in  poffeffion : 
we  feek  for  it  in  titles,  in  riches  and  pleafurcs  — 
climb  up  after  it  by  ambition,  come  down  again 
and  floop  for  it  by  avarice,  —  try  all  extremes  ; 
ftill  we  are  gone  out  of  the  way,  nor  is  it,  till  after 
many  miferable  experiments,  that  we  are  con- 
vinced at  lafl,  we  have  been  feeking  every  where 
for  it,  but  where  there  is  a  profpect  of  finding  it ; 
and  that  is,  within  ourfelves,  in  a  meek  and  lowly 
difpofition  of  heart.  This,  and  this  only,  will 
give  us  reft  unto  our  fouls  :  —  reft,  from  thofe 
turbulent  and  haughty  paffions  which  difturb  our 
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quiet :  —  reft,  from  the  provocations  and  difap- 
pointments  of  the  world,  and  a  train  of  untold 
evils  too  long  to  be  recounted,  againft  all  which 
~.  this  frame  and  preparation  of  mind  is  the  beft 
protection. 

I  beg  you  will  go  along  with  me  in  this  argu- 
ment. Confider  how  great  a  lhare  of  the  unea- 
fmeffes  which  take  up  and  torment  our  thoughts, 
owe  their  rife  to  nothing  elfe  but  the  difpofitions 
of  mind  which  are  oppofite  to  this  character. 

With  regard  to  the  provocations  and  offences 
which  are  unavoidably  happening  to  a  man  in  his 
commerce  with  the  world,  —  take  it  as  a  rule, 

—  as  a  man's  pride  is,  —  fo  is  always  his  difplea- 
fure :  —  as  the  opinion  of  himfelf  rifes,  fo 
does  the  injury,  —  fo  does  hjs  refentment :  'tis 
this  which  gives  edge  and  force  to  the  inftrument 
which  has  ftruck  him  —  and  excites  that  heat  in 
the  wound  which  renders  it  incurable. 

See  how  different  the  cafe  is  with  the  humble 
man  :  one  half  of  thefe  painful  conflicts  he  aftu- 
ally  efcapes ;  the  other  part  fall  lightly  on  him  : 

—  he  provokes  no  man  by  contempt ;  thrufts 
himfelf  forward  as  the  mark  of  no  man's  envy  : 
fo  that  he  cuts  off  the  firft  fretful  occafions  of  the 
greateft  part  of  thefe  evils;  and  for  thofe  in 
which  the  paffions  of  others  would  involve  him, 
like  the  humble  ilirub  in  the  valley,  gently  gives 
way,  and  fcarce  feels  the  injury  of  thofe  ftormy 
encounters  which  rend  the  proud  cedar,  and  te^ir 
it  up  by  its  roots. 
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If  you  confider  it  with  regard  to  the  many 
difappointment  of  this  Hfe,  which  arife  from  the 
hopes  of  bettering  our  condition,  and  advancing 
in  the  world,  —  the  reafoning  i§  the  fame. 

What  we  expeft,  —  is  ever  in  proportion  to 
the  eftimate  made  of  ourfelves  ;  when  pride  and 
felf-love  have  brought  us  in  their  account  of  this 
matter,  —  we  find,  that  we  are  worthy  of  all 
honours,  —  fit  for  all  places  and  employments  : 
•~  as  our  expeftations  rife  and  multiply,  fo  muft 
our  difappointments  with  them  ;  and  there  needs 
nothing  more  to  lay  the  foundation  of  our  unhap^ 
pinefs,  and  both  to  make  and  keep  us  miferable. 
And  in  truth  there  is  nothing  fo  common  in  life 
as  to  fee  thoufands,  who,  you  w^ould  fay,  had  all 
the  reafon  in  the  world  to  be  at  reft,  fo  torn  up 
and  difquieted  with  forrows  of  this  clafs,  and  fo 
incelfantly  tortured  with  the  difappointments 
which  their  pride  and  paflions  have  created  for 
them,  that  though  they  appear  to  have  all  the  in- 
gredients of  happinefs  in  their  hands,  —  they  can 
neither  compound  or  ufe  them  :  —  How  fliould 
they  ?  the  goad  is  ever  in  their  fides,  and  fo  hur- 
ries them  on  from  one  expectation  to  another,  as 
to  leave  them  no  reft  day  or  night. 

Humility,  therefore,  recommends  itfelf  as  a  fe- 
curity  againft  thefe  heart-aches,  which  though  ri- 
diculous fometimes  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder, 
yet  are  ferious  enough  to  the  man  who  fuffers 
them,  and  I  believe  would  make  no  inconfiderable 
account  in  a  true  catalogue  of  the  difquietudes  of 
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mortal  man  :  againft  thefe,  I  fay.  Humility  is  the 
beft  defence. 

He  that  is  little  in  his  own  eyes,  is  little  too  in 
his  defires,  and  confequently  moderate  in  his  pur- 
fuit  of  them  :  like  another  man  he  may  fail  in  his 
attempts,  and  lofe  the  point  he  aimed  at,  —  but 
that  is  all,  —  he  lofes  not  himfelf,  —  he  lofes  not 
his  happinefs  and  peace  of  mind  with  it,  —  even 
the  contentions  of  the  humble  man  are  mild  and 
placid.  —  BleiTed  character  !  when  fuch  a  one  is 
thruft  back,  who  does  not  pity  him  ?  —  when  he 
falls,  who  would  not  ftretch  out  a  hand  to  raife 
him  up  ? 

And  here^  I  cannot  help  flopping  in  the  midfl 
of  this  argument,  to  make  a  ftort  obfervation, 
which  is  this.  When  we  refiefl  upon  the  cha- 
racter of  humility,  -r—  we  are  apt  to  think  it  ftands 
the  moft  naked  and  defencelefs  of  all  virtues 
whatever,  —  the  lead  able  to  fupport  its  claims 
againft  the  infolent  antagonift  who  feems  ready  to 
bear  him  down,  and  all  oppofition  which  fuch  a 
temper  can  make. 

Now,  if  we  confider  him  as  ftanding  alone,  -~ 
no  doubt,  in  fuch  a  cafe  he  will  be  overpowered 
atid  trampled  upon  by  his  oppofer ;  —  but  if  we 
confider  the  meek  and  lowly  man,  as  he  is 
fenced  and  guarded  by  the  love,  the  friendlhip, 
and  wifhes  of  all  mankind,  —  that  the  other  ftands 
^lone,  hated,  difcountenanced,  without  one  true 
friend  or  hearty  well-wiftier  on  his  fide  ;  —  when 
this  is  balanced^  v/e  fhall  have  reafon  to  change 
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our  opinion,  and  be  convinced  tha<:  the  humble 
man,  ftrengthened  with  fuch  an  alliance,  is  far 
from  being  fa  over-matched  as  at  firfl-fight  he 
may  appear  ;  —  nay,  I  believe  one  might  venture 
to  go  further  ^nd  engage  for  it,  that  in  all  fuch 
cafes,  where  real  fortitude  and  true  perfonal  cou- 
rage were  wanted.,  he  is  much  more  likely  to 
give  proof  of  it,  and  I  would  fooner  look  for  it  in 
fuch  a  temper  than  iri  that  of  his  adverfary.  Pride 
may  make  a  man  violent,  —  but  Humility  will 
make  him  firm  :  —  and  which  of  the  two,  do  you 
think,  likely  to  come  off  with  honour  ?  —  he, 
who  afts  from  the  changeable  impulfe  of  heated 
blood,  and  follows  the  uncertain  motions  of  his 
pride  and  fury,  —  or  the  man  who  ftands  cool 
and  colleded  in  himfelf ;  who  governs  his  re- 
fentments,  inftead  of  being  governed  by  them, 
and  on  every  occafion  ads  upon  the  fceady  mo- 
tives of  principle  and  duty  ? 

But  this  by  the  way  ;  —  though  in  truth  it  falls 
in  with  the  main  argument  ;  for  if  the  obferva- 
tion  is  juft,  and  Humility  has  the  advantages 
where  we  fliould  leaftexped  them,  the  argument 
rifes  higher  in  behalf  of  thofe  which  are  more  ap^ 
pjirently  on  its  fide.  —  In  all  which,  if  the  hum- 
ble man  finds,  what  the  proud  man  muft  never 
hope  for  in  this  world,  that  is  ^'  reft:  to  his  foul,'* 
—  fo  does  he  likewife  meet  with  it  from  the  influ- 
ence fuch  a  temper  has  upon  his  condition  under 
the  evils  of  his  life,  not  as  chargeable  upon  the  vices 
of  men-,  but  as  the  portion  of  his  inheritance,  by 
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the  appointment  of  God.  For  if 5  as  Job  fays,  we 
are  born  to  trouble  as  the  fparks  fly  upwards, 
furely  it  is  he  who  thinks  the  greateft  of  thefe 
troubles  below  his  fins,  —  and  the  fmalleft  fa- 
vours above  his  merit,  that  is  likely  to  fulFer  the 
leaft  from  the  one,  and  enjoy  the  mofl  from  the 
other  :  *tis  he  who  poflefTes  his  foul  in  meeknefs, 
and  keeps  it  fubjefted  to  all  the  ifliies  of  fortune, 
that  is  the  fartheft  out  of  their  reach.  —  No.  — 
He  blames  not  the  fun,  though  it  does  not  ripen 
his  vine,  nor  blufters  at  the  winds,  though  they 
bring  him  no  profit.  —  If  the  fountain  of  the 
humble  man  rifes  not  as  high  as  he  could  wifli, 
—  he  thinks,  however,  that  it  rifes  as  high  as  it 
ought ;  and  as  the  laws  of  nature  ftill  do  their 
duty,  that  he  has  no  caufe  to  complain  againft 
them. 

If  difappointed  of  riches  —  he  knows  the  pro- 
vidence of  God  is  not  his  debtor  ;  that  though  he 
has  received  lefs  than  others,,  yet  as  he  thinks 
himfelf  lefs  than  the  leaft,  he  has  reafon  to  be 
thankful. 

If  the  world  goes  untoward  with  the  humble 
man,  in  other  refpefts,  —  he  knows  a  truth 
which  the  proud  man  does  never  acknowledge, 
and  that  is,  that  the  world  Vvas  not  made  for  him  ; 
and  therefore  how  little  fhare  foever  he  has 
of  its  advantages,  he  fees  an  argument  of  content, 
in  reflefting  how  little  it  is,  that  a  compound  of 
fin,  of  ignorance,  and  frailty,  has  grounds  to 
expeft. 

Afoul 
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A  foul  thus  turned  and  refigned,  is  carried 
fmoothly  down  the  ftream  of  providence ;  no 
temptations  in  his  palTage  difquiet  him  with  defirCj 
—  no  dangers  alarm  him  with  fear  :  though  open 
to  all  the  changes  and  chances  of  others,  —  yet 
by  feeing  the  juftice  of  what  happens,  —  and 
humbly  giving  way  to  the  blow,  —  though  he  is 
fmitten,  he  is  not  fmitten  like  other  men,  or  feels 
the  fmart  which  they  do. 

Thus  much  for  the  doftrine  of  Humility  ;  let' 
us  now  look  towards  the  example  of  it. 

It  is  obferved  by  fome  one,  that  as  pride  was 
the  paffion  through  which  fm  and  mifery  entered 
into  the  world,  and  gave  our  enemy  the  triumph 
of  ruining  our  nature,  that  therefore  the  Son  of 
God,  who  came  to  feek  and  to  fave  that  which  wa$ 
loft,  when  he  entered  upon  the  work  of  our  refto- 
ration,  he  began  at  the  very  point  where  he  knew 
we  had  failed ;  and  this  he  did  by  endeavouring 
to  bring  the  foul  of  man  J^ack  to  its  original  tem« 
per  of  Humihty  ;  fo  that  his  firft  public  addrefs 
from  the  Mount  began  with  a  declaration  of  bleff^ 
ednefs  to  the  poor  in  fpirit,  and  almofl  his  lafl 
exhortation  in  the  text,  was  to  copy  the  fair  ori- 
ginal he  had  fet  them  of  this  virtue,  and    to  learn 

of  him  to  be  meek  and  lowly  in  heart/* 

It  is  the  mod  unanfwerable  appeal  that  can  be 
made  to  the  heart  of  man,  —  and  fo  perfuafive 
and  accommodated  to  all  Chriftians,  that  as  much 
pride  as  there  is  ftill  in  the  world,  it  is  not  credible 
but  that  every  believer  muft  receive  feme  tinfture 

of 
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of  the  character  or  bias  towards  it  from  the  exam- 
ple of  fo  great  and  yet  fo  humble  a  Mafter,  whofe 
whole  courfe  of  life  was  a  particular  lefture  to  this 
one  virtue  ;  and  in  every  inftance  of  it  fliewed, 
that  he  came  not  to  fhare  the  pride  and  glories  of 
life,  or  fwell  the  hopes  of  ambitious  followers, 
but  to  caft  a  damp  upon  them  for  ever,  by  ap- 
pearing himfelf  rather  as  a  fervant  than  a  mafter, 
comingj  as  he  continually  declared,  not  to  be 
niiniftered  unto,  but  to  minifter  ;  and  as  the  Pro- 
phet had  foretold  in  that  mournful  defcription  of 
him,  —  to  have  no  form  or  comelinefs,  nor  any 
beauty  that  they  fhould  defire  him.  The  volun- 
tary meannefs  of  his  birth,  —  the  poverty  of  his 
life,  —  the  low  offices  in  which  it  was  engaged,  in 
preaching  the  Gofpel  to  the  poor,  —  the  inconve- 
niences which  attended  the  execution  of  it,  in 
having  no  where  to  lay  his  head,  —  all  fpoke  the 
fame  language :  —  that  the  God  of  truth  iliould 
fubmit  to  the  fufpicion  of  an  impofture :  —  his 
humble  deportment  und^r  that,  and  a  thoufand 
provocations  of  a  thanklefs  people,  ftill  raifes  this 
character  higher ;  —  and  what  exalts  it  to  its 
higheft  pitch,  —  the  tender  and  pathetic  proof  he 
gave  of  the  fame  difpofition  at  the  conclufion  and 
great  cataftrophe  of  his  fufterings,  —  when  a  life 
full  of  fo  many  inftances  of  humility  was  crowned 
with  the  mod  endearing  one  of  "  humbling  him- 
'^■^  felf  even  to  the  death  of  the  crofs  —  the 
death  of  a  flave,  a  malefaftor  —  dragged  to  Cal- 
vary, without  oppofition  = —  infulted  without  com- 
plaint. —  —  BlelTed 
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— -  Bleffed  Jefus  !  how  can  the  man  who  calls 
upon  thy  name,  but  learn  of  thee  to  be  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart  ?  —  how  can  he  but  profit  v;^hen 
fuch  a  leflbn  was  feconded  —  by  fuch  an  example  ? 

If  humility  fhines  fa  bright  in  the  character  of 
Chrift,  fo  does  it  in  that  of  his  religion  ;  the  true 
fpirit  of  which  tends  all  the  fame  way.  —  Chrifti- 
anity,  when  rightly  explained  and  pradifed,  is  all 
meeknefs  and  candour,  and  love  and  courtefy  : 
and  there  is  no  one  paffion  our  Saviour  rebukes  fo 
often,  or  with  fo  much  fharpnefs,  as  that  one^ 
which  is  fubverfive  of  thefe  kin^d  efteds,  —  and 
that  is  pride,  which  in  proportion  as  it  governs  us, 
neceflarily  leads  us  on  to  a  difcourteous  opinion 
and  treatment  of  others.  —  I  fay  necejfarily^  — 
becaufe  *tis  a  natural  confequence,  and  the  pro- 
grefs  from  the  one  to  the  other  is  unavoidable. 

This  our  Saviour  often  remarks  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Pharifees :  —  they  trufted  iri  themfelves, 
—  ^twas  no  wonder  then  they  defpifed  others. 

This,  I  believe,  might  principally  relate  to  fpi« 
ritual  pride,  which,  by  the  way,  is  the  worft  of  all 
prides  ;  and  as  it  is  a  very  bad  fpecies  of  a  very 
bad  paffion,  I  cannot  do  better  than  conclude  the 
difcourfe  with  fome  remarks  upon,  it. 

In  mofl  conceits  of  a  religious  fuperiority,  there 
has  ufually  gone  hand  in  hand  with  it,  another 
fancy,  —  which  —  I  fuppofe  has  fed  it ;  and  that 
is,  a  perfuafion  of  fome  more  than  ordinary  aids 
and  illuminations  from,  above*  — —  Let  us  exa- 
mine this  matter. 

That 
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That  the  influence  and  afliftance  of  God^s  fpirit 
in  a  way  imperceptible  to  us,  does  enable  us  to 
render  him  an  acceptable  fervice,  we  learn  from 
Scripture.  —  In  w^hat  particular  manner  this  is 
eff'efted,  fo  that  the  act  fliall  ftill  be  imputed  ours 
—  the  Scripture  lliys  not :  we  know  only  the  ac- 
count is  fo  ;  but  as  for  any  fenfible  demonftra- 
tions  of  its  w^orkings  to  be  felt  as  fuch  within  us  — > 
the  word  of  God  is  utterly  filent ;  nor  can  that 

filence  be  fupplied  by  any  experience.  We 

have  none;  unlefs  you  call  the  falfe  pretences  to 
it  fuchj  —  fuggefted  by  an  enthufiaftic  or  diftem- 
pered  fancy.  As  exprefsly  as  we  are  told  and 
pray  for  the  infpiration  of  God's  fpirit,  there  are 
no  boundaries  fixed,  nor  can  any  be  ever  marked, 
to  diilinguifh  them  from  the  efforts  and  determi- 
nations of  our  ow^n  reafon  :  and  as  firmly  as  moll 
Chriftians  believe  the  eftefts  of  them  upon  their 
hearts,  I  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  fince  the 
promifes  were  made,  there  never  was  a  Chriftian 
of  a  cool  head  and  found  judgment,  that,  in  any 
inftance  of  a  change  of  life,  would  prefume  to  fay, 
which  part  of  his  reformation  was  owing  to  divine 
help,  —  or  which  to  the  operations  of  his  own 
mind;  or  who,  upon  looking  back,  would  pre- 
tend to  ftrike  the  line,  and  fay,  ^  here  it  w^as  that 
'  my  own  refleftions  ended ;  —  and  at  this  point 
*  the  fuggeftions  of  the  Spirit  of  God  began  to 

take  place.' 

However  backwards  the  w^orld  has  been  in 
former  ages  in  the  difcovery  of  fuch  points  as 

9  '  God 
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God  never  meant  us  to  know,  —  we  have  been, 
more  fuccefsful  in  our  own  days  :  —  thoufands 
can  trace  out  now  the  impreflions  of  this  divine 
intercourfe  in  themfelves,  fronl  the  firft  moment 
they  received  it,  and  with  fuch  diftinft  intelH- 
gence  of  its  progrefs  and  workings,  as  to  require 
no  evidence  of  its  truth. 

It  muft  be  owned,  that  the  prefent  age  has  not 
altogether  the  honour  of  this  difcovery  ;  there 
were  too  many  grounds  given  to  improve  on  in 
the  religious  cant  of  the  laft  century ;  —  when 
the  in-comingSy  m-chvellings^  and  out-lettings  of  the 
Spirit,  were  the  fubjefts  of  fo  much  edification  ; 
and,  when,  as  they  do  now,  the  moft  illiterate 
mechanics,  who,  as  a  witty  divine  faid  of  them, 
were  much  fitter  to  7nake  a  pulpit,  than  get  into 
one,  were  yet  able  fo  to  frame  their  nonfenfe  to 
the  nonfenfe  of  the  times,  as  to  beget  an  opinion 
in  their  followers,  not  only  that  they  pray'd  and 
preachM  by  infpiration,  but  that  the  moft  com- 
mon actions  of  their  lives  were  fet  about  in  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord. 

The  tenets  of  the  quak^rs  (a  harmlefs  quiet 
people)  are  collateral  defcendents  from  the  fame 
enthufiaftic  original  ;  and  their  accounts  and  way 
of  reafoning  upon  their  inward  light  and  fpiritual 
worfiiip,  are  much  the  fame;  which  laft  they  carry 
thus  much  further,  as  to  believe  the  Holy  Ghoft 
comes  down  upon  their  affemblies,  and  moves 
them,  without  regard  to  condition  or  fex,  to  make 
interceffions  with  unutterable  groans. 

So 
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So  that,  in  fact,  the  opinions  of  methodifts^ 
upon  which  I  was  firil:  entering,  is  but  a  republi- 
cation with  fome  alterations  of  the  fame  extrava- 
gant conceits  ;  and  as  enthufiafm  generally  fpeaks 
the  fame  language  in  all  ages,  'tis  but  too  fadly 
verified  in  this  ;  for  though  we  have  not  yet  got 
to  the  old  terms  of  the  in-comings  and  in-dwell- 
ings  of  the  Spirit,  —  yet  we  have  arrived  at  the 
firft  feelings  of  its  entrance,  recorded  with  as  par- 
ticular  an  exaftnefs  as  an  act  of  filiation,  —  fo 
that  numbers  will  tell  you  the  identical  place, 

 the  day  of  the  month,  and  the  hour  of  the 

night,  when  the  Spirit  came  in  upon  them,  and 
took  poffeffion  of  their  hearts. 

Now  there  is  this  inconvenience  on  our  fide. 
That  there  is  no  arguing  with  a  phrenzy  of  this 
kind  :  for  unlefs  a  reprefentation  of  the  cafe  be  a 
confutation  of  its  folly  to  them.,  they  muft  for  ever 
be  led  captive  by  a  delufion,  from  which  no  rea- 
foner  can  redeem  them  :  for  if  you  fiiouid  inquire 
upon  what  evidence  fo  ftrange  a  perfuafion  is 
grounded  ?  —  they  will  tell  you,  '  They  fee!  it  i^ 
fo/  —  If  you  reply.  That  this  is  no  conviction  to 
you,  who  do  not  feel  it  like  them,  and  therefore 
would  wifh  to  be  fatisfied  by  what  tokens  they  are 
able  to  diftinguifh  fuch  emotions  from  thofe  of 
fancy  and  complexion  ?  tliey  will  anfwer,  That 
the  manner  of  it  is  incommunicable  by  human 
language,  but  'tis  a  matter  of  fa6l",  - —  they  feel  its 
operations  as  plain  and  difdnct,  as  the  natural 
fenfations  of  pleafure,  or  the  pains  of  a  diforder'd 

body,  — < 
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body,  —  And  fince  I  have  mentioned  a  diforder'd 
body,  I  cannot  help  fuggefting  that  amongft  the 
more  ferious  and  deluded  of  this  fed,  ^tis  much 
to  be  doubted  whether  a  diforder'd  body  has  not 
oft-times  as  great  a  fliare  in  letting  in  thefe  con- 
ceits as  a  diforderM  mind. 

When  a  poor  difconfolated  drooping  creature 
is  terrified  from  all  enjoyment,  —  prays  without 
ceafing  till  his  imagination  is  heated,  —  fafts  and 
mortifies  and  mopes,  till  his  body  is  in  as  bad  a 
plight  as  his  mind  ;  is  it  a  wonder,  that  the  miccha- 
nical  difturbances  and  conflicts  of  an  empty  belly, 
interpreted  by  an  empty  head,  fliould  be  miftook 
for  workings  of  a  different  kind  from  what  they 
are  ;  —  or  that  in  fuch  a  fituation,  where  the  mind 
fits  upon  the  watch  for  extraordinary  occurrences, 
and  the  imagination  is  pre-engaged  on  its  fide,  is 
it  fi:range  if  every  commotion  fliould  help  to  fix 
him  in  this  malady,  and  make  him  a  fitter  fubjecl 
for  the  treatment  of  a  Phyfician  than  a  Divine  ? 

In  many  cafes,  they  feem  fo  much  above  the 
Ikill  of  either,  that  unlefs  God  in  his  mercy  re- 
buke this  lying  fpirit,  and  call  it  back,  ~  it  may 
go  on  and  perfuade  millions  into  their  deftruc- 
tion. 
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ADVANTAGES  OF  CHRISTIANITY  TO  THE 
WORLD. 

ROMANS,  1.  22. 

Profeillng  themfelves  to  be  wife,  they  became  fools^ 

THERE  is  no  one  projefl  to  which  the 
whole  race  of  mankind  is  fo  univerfally  a 
bubble^  as  to  that  of  being  thought  wife :  and 
the  affeftation  of  it  is  fo  vifible  in  man  of  all  com* 
plexionSj  that  you  every  day  fee  foma  one  or 
other  fo  very  folicitous  to  eftablifli  the  characterj, 
as  not  to  allow  himfelf  leifure  to  do  the  things 
which  fairly  win  it ;  —  expending  more  art  and 
ftratagem  to  appear  fo  in  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
than  what  would  fuffice  to  make  him  fo  in 
truth. 

It  is  owing  to  the  force  of  this  defire,  that  you 
fee  in  general  there  is  no  injury  touches  a  man  fo 
fenfiblyj  as  an  infult  upon  his  parts  and  capacity ; 
tell  a  man  of  other  defeds,  that  he  wants  learn- 
ing, induftry  or  application,  —  he  will  hear  your 
reproof  with  patience.  —  Nay  you  may  go  fur- 
ther :  take  him  in  a  proper  feafon,  you  may  tax 
his  morals,  —  you  may  tell  him  he  is  irregular 
in  his  conduft,  —  paffionate  or  revengeful  in  his 
nature  - —  loofe  in  his  principles ;  — -  deliver  it 
with  the  gentlenefs  of  a  friend,  —  poffibly  heUl 
not  only  bear  with  you,  —  but,  if  ingenuous,  he 

VOL.  iiu  Z  will 
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will  thank  you  for  your  lefture,  and  promife  a 
reformation ;  —  but  hint  —  hint  bul  at  a  defed 
in  his  intelleftuals,  —  touch  but  that  fore  place, 
from  that  momant  you  are  lookM  upon  as  an 
enemy  fent  to  torment  him  before  his  time,  and 
in  return  may  reckon  upon  his  refentment  and 
ill-will  for  ever ;  fo  that  in  general  you  will  find 
it  fafer  to  tell  a  man,  he  is  a  knave  than  a  fool 5 
—  and  (land  a  better  chance  of  being  forgiven^ 
for  proving  he  has  been  wanting  in  a  point  of 
common  honefty,  than  a  point  of  common  fenfe. 

Strange  fouls  that  we  are !  as  if  to  live  well 
was  not  the  greatefl  argument  of  Wifdom ;  — 
and,  as  if  what  reflected  upon  our  morals,  did  not 
moft  of  all  refleft  upon  our  underftandings ! 

This„  however,  is  a  reflection  w^e  make  a  fhift 
to  overlook  in  the  heat  of  this  purfuit ;  and 
though  we  all  covet  this  great  character  of  Wif- 
dom, there  is  fcarce  any  point  wherein  we  betray 
more  folly  than  in  our  judgments  concerning  it ; 
rarely  bringing  this  precious  ore  either  to  the  tell 
or  the  balance  ;  and  though  'tis  of  the  lafl:  con- 
fequence  not  to  be  deceived  in  it,  —  we  generally 
take  it  upon  truft,  —  feldom  fufpefl  the  quality, 
but  never  the  quantity  of  what  has  fallen  to  our 
lot.  So  that  however  inconfiflent  a  man  fhall  be 
in  his  opinions  of  this,  and  what  abfurd  meafures 
foever  he  takes  in  confequence  of  it,  in  the 
conduQ:  of  his  life,  —  he  ftill  fpeaks  comfort 
to  his  foul :  and  like  Solomon,  when  he  had 
leafl  pretence  for  it,  —  ia  the  midft  of  his  non- 

fenfe 
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fenfe  will  cry  out  and  fay,  —  "  That  all  my  wlf- 

dom  remaineth  v/ith  me,'* 

Where  then  is  wifdom  to  be  foutid  ?  and  where 
is  the  place  of  underftanding  ? 

The  politicians  of  this  world,  profeffing 
"  themfeLves  wife/'  —  admit  of  no  other  claims 
of  wifdom  but  the  knowledge  of  men  and  bufinefs, 
the  underftanding  the  interefts  of  ftates^  —  the  in- 
trigues of  courts  —  the  finding  out  the  paffions  and 
weaknefles  of  foreign  miniflers  —  and  turning 
them  and  all  events  to  their  country's  glory  and 
advantage.  — 

—  Not  fo  the  little  man  of  this  world,  who 
thinks  the  maui  point  of  wifdom  is  to  take  care  of 
himfelf :  —  to  be  wife  in  his  generation  ;  —  to 
make  ufe  of  the  opportunity  whilil  he  has  it,  of 
raifmg  a  fortune,  and  heraldizing  a  name.  —  Far 
wide  is  the  fpeculative  and  ftudious  man  (whofe 
office  is  in  the  clouds)  from  fuch  little  ideas  :  — 
Wifdom  dwells  with  him  in  finding  out  the  fe- 
crets  of  nature ;  —  founding  the  depths  of  arts 
and  fciences  ;  —  meafuring  the  heavens  ;  telling 
the  number  of  the  ftars,  and  calling  them  aU  by 
their  names :  fo  that  when  in  our  bufy  imagina*- 
tions  we  have  built  and  unbuilt  again  "  God's 
^-  ftories  in  the  heavens,"  —  and  fancy  we  have 
found  out  the  point  whereon  to  fix  the  founda- 
tions of  the  earth ;  and  in  the  language  of  the 
book  of  Job,     have  fearched  out  the  corner- 

ftone  thereof,"  we  think  our  titles  to  wifdom 
built  upon  the  fame  bafis  with  thofe  of  our  know- 
ledge, and  that  they  will  continue  for  evi^r, 

?  2:  The 
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The  miflake  of  thefe  pretenders  is  fhxewn  at 
large  by  the  Apoflle,  in  the  chapter  from  which 
the  text  is  taken,  —  "  Profefiing  themfelvesJ^F//i'.'' 
— -  in  which  expreflion  (by  the  way)  St.  Paul  is 
thought  to  allude  to  the  vanity  of  the  Greeks 
and  Romans,  who  being  great  encouragers  of 
arts  and  learning,  which  they  had  carried  to  ex- 
traordinary heights,  confidered  all  other  nations 
as  Barbarians^  in  refpeft  of  themfelves ;  and 
amongft  whom,  particularly  the  Greeks,  the  men 
of  ftudy  and  inquiry  had  affumed  to  themfelves, 
with  great  indecorum,  the  title  of  the  Wife-men. 

With  vv^hat  parade  and  oftentation  foever  this 
was  made  out,  it  had  the  fate  to  be  attended  with 
one  of  the  mofl:  mortifying  abatements  which  could 
happen  to  Wifdom  ;  and  that  was  an  ignorance 
of  thofe  points  which  moft  concerned  man  to 
know. 

This  he  fhews  from  the  general  ftate  of  the 
Gentile  world,  in  the  great  article  of  their  miif- 
conceptions  of  the  Deity  •  and,  as  wrong  no- 
tions produce  wrong  aftions,  —  of  the  duties 
and  fervices  they  owed  to  him,  and  in  courfe  of 
what  they  owed  to  one  another. 

For  though,  as  he  argues  in  the  foregoing  ver- 
fes,  —  "  The  invifible  things  of  him  from  the 

creation  of  the  world  might  be  clearly  feen  and 

underftood,  by  the  things  that  are  made  — 
that  is,  —  Though  God,  by  the  cleareft  difcovery 
of  himfelf,  had  ever  laid  before  mankind  fuch  evi- 
dent proofs  of  his  eternal  Being,  —  his  infinite 
powers  and  perfedions,  fo  that  what  is  to  be  known 

of 
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of  his  invifible  nature,  might  all  along  be  traced  by 
the  marks  of  his  goodnefs^  —  and  the  vifible  frame 
and  order  of  the  world  :  —  yet  fo  utterly  were 
they  without  excufe,  —  that  though  they  knew 
God,  and  faw  his  image  and  fuperfcription  in 
every  part  of  his  works,  —  "  yet  they  glorified 
"  him  not.'*  —  So  bad  a  ufe  did  they  make  of 
the  powers  given  them  for  this  great  difcovery, 
that  inftead  of  adoring  the  Being  thus  manifefted 
to  them,  in  purity  and  truth,  they  fell  into  the 
nioft  grofs  and  abfurd  delufions,  - —  "  changed  the 
"  glory  of  the  incorruptible  God,  into  an  image 

made  like  unto  corruptible  men  to  birds, 

 to  four-footed  beafts  and  creeping  things; 

 profeffing  themfelves  to  be  wife,  they  be- 

"  came  fools/*  —  All  their  fpecious  wlfdom  was 
but  a  more  glittering  kind  of  ignorance,  and  end^- 
ed  in  the  mofl  difhonourable  of  ail  miltakes,  — « 
in  fetting  up  fiditious  gods,  to  receive  the  tribute 
'  of  their  adoration  and  thanks. 

The  fountain  of  religion  being  thus  poifoned^ 
no  wonder  the  ftream  fhewed  its  elFe6:s,  w^hich  are 
charged  upon  them  in  the  following  words,  where 
he  defcribes  the  heathen  world  "  as  full  of  all  un« 
righteoufnefs,**  —  fornication,  ~  covetoufnefs, — 
malicioufnefs,  —  full  of  murder,  —  envy,  —  de- 
bate, —  malignity,  —  whifperers,  —  back-biters, 
^  haters  of  God,  ~  proud,  —  boafters,  invent- 
ors  of  evil  things,  —  difobedient  to  parents,  ~ 
without  underftanding,  without  natural  affe^lionj. 
~  implacable,  —  unmerciful !  —  God  in  heaven 
defend  us  from  fuch  a  catalogue  I 

z  3  But 
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But  thefe  diforders,  if  fairly  confxdered,  you'll 
fay,  have  in  no  ages  arifen  fo  much  from  wadt 
of  light,  as  a  want  of  difpofition  to  follow  the 
light  which  God  has  ever  imparted  :  that  the 
law  written  in  their  hearts  was  clear  and  exprefs 
enough  for  any  reafonable  creatures,  and  would 
have  directed  them  had  they  not  fufFered  their 
paffions  more  forcibly  to  dire£t  them  otherwife : 
that  if  we  are  to  judge  from  this  effeft,  namely, 
the  corruption  of  the  world,  the  fame  prejudice 
will  recur  even  againft  the  Chrillian  religion ; 
fmce  mankind  have  at  leafl  been  as  wicked  in 
later  days,  as  in  the  more  remote  and  fimple 
ages  of  the  world  ;  and  that,  if  we  may  truft  to 
fads,  there  are  no  vices  which  the  Apoftle  fixes 
upon  the  heathen  world,  before  the  preaching 
of  the  Gofpel,  which  may  not  be  paralleled  by 
as  black  a  catalogue  of  vices  in  the  Chriftian 
world  fmce. 

This  necelTarily  brings  us  to  an  inquiry,  Whe- 
ther Chriftianity  has  done  the  world  any  fervice  ? 

  and.  How  far  the  morals  of  it  have  been 

made  better  fmce  this  fyftem  has  been  embraced? 

In  litigating  this,  one  might  ^  oppofe  facts  to 
fafts  to  the  end  of  the  world,  without  coming 
one  jot  nearer  ^the  point.  Let  us  fee  how  far 
.their  miftakes  concerning  the  Deity,  will  throw- 
light  upon  the  fubject. 

That  there  was  one  fupreme  Being  who  made 
this  world,  and  who  ought  to  be  worfhipped  by 
his  creatures,  is  the  foundation  of  all  religion, 
and  fo  obvious  a  truth  in  nature  — -  that  Rea- 

fon. 
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Ton,  as  the  Apoftle  acknowledges^  was  always 
able  to  difcover  it :  and  yet  it  feems  ftrange, 
that  the  fame  faculty  which  made  the  difcovery, 
flaould  be  fo  little  able  to  keep  true  to  its  own 
judgment,  and  fupport  it  long  againft  the  preju- 
dices of  wrong  heads,  and  the  propenfity  of  weak 
ones,  towards  idolatry  and  a  multiplicity  of  gods. 

For  want  of  fomething  to  have  gone  hand  in 
hand  with  reafon,  and  fixed  the  perfuafion  for 
ever  upon  their  minds,  that  there  was  in  truth 
but  one  God  the  Maker  and  Supporter  of  Hea- 
ven and  Earth,  infinitein  wifdom,  and  knowledge, 
and  all  perfe£l:ions  ;  —  how  foon  was  this  fim- 
pie  idea  loft,  and  mankind  led  to  difpofe  of  thefe 
attributes  inherent  in  the  Godhead,  and  divide 
and  fubdivide  them  again  amongft  deities,  which 
their  own  dreams  had  given  fubftance  to ;  his 
eternal  power  and  dominion  parceled  out  to  gods 
of  the  land^  —  to  gods  of  the  fea,  to  gods  of  the 
infernal  regions  :  whilft  the  great  God  of  gods, 
and  Lord  of  lords,  who  ruleth  over  all  the  king- 
doms of  the  world,  —  who  is  fo  great  that  nought 
is  able  to  controul  or  withftand  his  power,  v/as 
fuppofed  to  reft  contented  with  his  allotment,  and 
to  want  power  to  aft  within  fuch  parts  of  his  em- 
pire, as  they  difmembered  and  affigned  to  other?, 

Jf  the  number  of  their  gods,  and  this  par- 
tition of  their  power,  would  leflen  the  idea  of 
their  majefty.  What  muft  be  the  opinions  of 
their  origin  ?  When  inftead  of  that  glorious 
defcription^  which  Scripture  gives  of  "  The 
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Ancient  of  days  who  inhabiteth  eternity/*  ~ 
they  gravely  afligned  particular  times  and  places 
for  the  births  and  education  of  their  gods  ;  fo 
there  was  fcarce  a  hamlet  or  even  a  defert  in 
-  Greece  or  Italy,  which  was  not  rendered  memo- 
rable by  fome  favour  or  accident  of  this  kind. 

And  what  rendered  fuch  conceits  the  more 
grofs  and  abfurd,  —  they  fuppofed  not  only  that 
the  gods  they  worfliipped  had  a  beginning,  but 
that  they  were  produced  by  jfleflily  parents,  and 
accordingly  they  attributed  to  them  corporeal 
fhapes  and  difference  of  fex  :  and  indeed  in  this 
they  were  a  little  confident,  for  their  deities 
feemed  to  partake  fo  much  of  the  frailties  to 
which  flefli  and  blood  is  fubjefl:,  that  their  hiftory 
and  their  pedigree  were  much  of  a  piece,  and 
might  reafonably  claim  each  other.  For  they 
imputed  to  them  not  only  the  human  defeds  of 
ignorance,  want,  fear,  and  the  like,  but  the  mofl 
unmanly  fenfualities,  and  what  would  be  a  re- 
proach to  human  nature,  fuch  as  cruelty,  adul- 
teries, rapes,  inceft  :  and  even  in  the  accounts 
which  we  have  from  the  fublimeft  of  their  poets, — • 
what  are  they,  but  anecdotes  of  their  fquabbles 
amongft  themfelves  —  their  intrigues,  their  jea- 
loufies,  their  ungovernable  tranfports  of  choler, — 
nay,  even  their  thefts  • —  their  drunkennefs,  and 
bloodflied? 

Here  let  us  flop  a  moment  and  inquire,  what 
was  Reafon  doing  all  this  time,  to  be  fo  miferably 
infulted  and  abufed  ?  Where  held  fhe  her  empire 

whilft 
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whilil  her  bulwarks  were  thus  borne  dowiij  and 
her  firft  principles  of  religion  and  truth  lay  buried 
under  them?  If  fhe  was  able  by  herfelf  to  regain 
the  power  (he  had  loft,  and  put  a  itop  to  this  fol- 
ly and  confufion,  —  why  did  flie  not ;  if  fhe  was 
not  able  to  refift  this  torrent  alone,  —  the  point  is 
given  up  —  Ihe  wanted  aid  ;  and  revelation  has 
given  it. 

But  though  reafon,  youMl  fay,  could  not  over- 
throw thefe  popular  miftakes,  —  yet  it  faw  the  fol- 
ly of  them,  and  was  at  all  times  able  to  difprove 
them. 

No  doubt  it  was  ;  and  it  is  certain  too,  that  the 
more  diligent  inquirers  after  truth  did  not  in  fact 
fall  into  thefe  abfurd  notions,  which,  by  the  way, 
is  an  obfervation  more  to  our  purpofe  than  theirs 
who  ufually  make  it,  and  lliev/s  that  though  their 
reafonings  were  good,  there  always  wanted  fome- 
thing  which  they  could  not  fupply  to  give  them 
fuch  weight,  as  would  lay  an  obligation  upon  man- 
kind to  embrace  them,  and  make  that  to  be  a  law, 
which  otherwife  was  but  an  opinion  wdthout  force. 

Befides  —  which  is  a  more  direfl;  anfwer,  — 
though  ^tis  true  the  ableft  men  gave  no  credit  to 
the  multiplicity  of  gods,  —  (for  they  had  a  religion 
for  themfelves,  and  another  for  the  populace)  yet 
they  v\^ere  guilty  of  what  in  effect  was  equally  bad^ 
in  holding  an  opinion  which  neceflariiy  fupported 
thefe  very  miftakes,  —  namely,  that  as  different 
nations  had  different  gods,  it  was  every  man^s 
duty  (I  fuppofe  niore  for  quietnefs  than  prin- 
ciple's 
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ciple^s  fake)  to  worfhip  the  gods  of  his  country ; 
which,  by  the  way,  confidering  the?r  num* 
firers,  was  not  fo  eafy  a  tafk,  —  for  what  with  ce-? 
leftial  godsj  and  gods  aerial,  terreftrial,  and  in* 
femal,  with  the  goddeffes,  their  wives  and  mif^ 
trefFes,  upon  the  lowed  computation,  the  hea- 
then world  ackncv/iedged  no  lefs  than  thirty 
ihoufand  deities,  all  which  claimed  the  rights 
send  ceremonies  of  religious  worfhip. 

But  'twill  be  faid,  allowing  the  bulk  of  manr 
!dnd  were  under  fuch  delufions*  ^ —  thev  were 
Sill  but  fpeculative.  —  What  was  that  to  their 
praftice  ?  however  defective  in  their  theology  and 
more  abftrafited  points,  their  morality  was  no 
way  conneded  with  it.  —  There  is  no  need,  that 
the  everlafting  laws  of  juftice  and  mercy  fhould 
be  fetched  down  from  above,  —  fmce  they  can 
be  proved  from  more  obvious  mediums ;  —  they 
were  as  aecelTary  for  the  fame  good  purpofes  of 
foeiety  then  as  now  ;  and  we  may  prefume  they 
faw  their  intereft  and  purfued  it. 

That  the  neceflities  of  foeiety,  and  the  impof- 
fibilities  of  its  fubfifting  otherwife,  would  point 
out  the  convenience,  or  if  you  will,  —  the  duty 
of  focial  virtues  is  unqueftionable  :  —  but  I  firmly 
deny,  that  therefore  religion  and  morality  are  in- 
dependent  of  each  other  :  they  appear  fo  far  from 
it,  that  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  one,  in  the 
true  and  meritorious  fenfe  of  the  duty,  can  aft 
without  the  influence  of  the  other :  furely  the 
moil  exalted  motive  which  can  only  be  depended 

upon 
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upon  for  the  uniform  praftice  of  virtue^  —  muJl 
come  down  from  above^  —  from  the  love  and 
imitation  of  the  goodnefs  of  that  Being  in  whofe 
%ht  we  wifh  to  render  ourfelves  acceptable  :  this 
will  operate  at  all  times  and  all  places,  —  in  the 
darkeft  clofet,  as  much  as  on  the  greateft  and 
mofl  public  theatres  of  the  world. 

But  wdth  different  conceptions  of  the  Deity,  or 
fuch  impure  ones  as  they  entertained,  is  it  to  be 
doubted  whether  in  the  many  fecret  trials  of  our 
Tirtue,  we  fhould  not  determine  our  cafes  of  con- 
fcience  with  much  the  fame  kind  of  cafuiftry  as 
that  of  the  Libertine  in  Terence,  who  being  en- 
gaged in  a  very  unjuftifiable  purfuit,  and  hap« 
pening  to  fee  a  pifture  which  reprefented  a  known 
flory  of  Jupiter  in  a  like  tranfaftion,  —  argued 
the  matter  thus  within  himfelf.  —  If  the  great 
Jupiter  could  not  reftrain  ms  appetites,  and  deny 
himfelf  an  indulgence  of  this  kind  —  ego  Honiun-- 
cio  hoc  non  facer  em?  fhall  I  a  mortal,  —  an  in- 
confiderable  mortal  too,  clothed  with  infirmities 
of  flefh  and  blood,  —  pretend  to  a  Virtue^ 
which  the  Father  of  gods  and  men  could  not  ? 
What  infolence ! 

The  conclufion  was  natural  enough ;  and  as 
fo  great  a  mafler  of  nature  puts  it  into  the 
mouth  of  one  of  his  principal  charaftars,  no 
doubt  the  language  was  then  underflood  ;  it  was 
copied  from  common  life,  and  was  not  the  firil 
application  which  had  been  made  of  the  ftory* 

It  will  fcarce  admit  of  a  queflion.  Whether 

vice 
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vice  would  not  naturally  grow  bold  upon  the 
credit  of  fuch  an  example  ;  or  whether  fuch  im- 
preffions  did  not  influence  the  lives  and  morals  of 
many  in  the  heathen  world  ;  and  had  there  been 
no  other  proof  of  it,  but  the  natural  tendency  of 
fuch  notions  to  corrupt  them,  it  had  been  fufE- 
cient  reafon  to  believe  it  was  fo. 

No  doubt,  there  is  fufficient  room  for  amend- 
ment in  the  Chriftian  world,  and  we  may  be  faid 
to  be  a  very  corrupt  and  bad  generation  of  men, 
confidering  what  motives  we  have  from  the  purity 
of  our  religion,  and  the  force  of  its  fandions,  to 
make  us  better  :  —  yet  ftill  I  affirm,  that  if  thefe 
reftraints  were  taken  olF,  the  world  would  be  in- 
finitely worfe  ;  and  though  fome  fenfe  of  morality 
might  be  preferved,  as  it  was  in  the  heathen 
world,  with  the  more  confidq^-ate  of  us,  yet  in 
general  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  bulk  of  man- 
kind, upon  fuch  a  fuppofition,  would  foon  come 
to  live  without  God  in  the  world,'*  and  in  a 
fliort  time  differ  from  Indians  themfelves  in  httle 
elfe  but  their  complexions. 

If,  after  all,  the  Chriftian  religion  has  not  left 
a  fufficient  provifion  againft  the  wickednefs  of 
the  worlds  —  the  ftiort  and  true  anfwer  is  this, 
That  there  can  be  none. 

It  is  fufficient  to  leave  us  without  excufe,  that 
the  excellency  of  this  inftitution  in  its  dodrine, 
its  precepts,  and  its  examples,  has  a  proper  ten- 
dency to  make  us  a  virtuous  and  a  happy  people  ; 
—  every  page  is  an  addrefs  to  our  hearts  to  win 

them 
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them  to  thefe  purpofes ;  —  but  as  religion  v/as 
not  iatended  to  work  upon  men  by  force  and  na- 
tural neceffity,  but  by  moral  perfuafion,  which 
fets  good  and  evil  before  them,  —  fo  that  if  men 
have  power  to  do  the  evil  and  chufe  the  good,  — 
and  will  abufe  it,  —  this  cannot  be  avoided*  — 
Religion  even  implies  a  freedom  of  choice,  and 
all  the  beings  in  the  world  which  have  it,  were 
created  free  to  ftand  and  free  to  fall ;  —  and 
therefore  men  who  will  not  be  perfuaded  by  thi^ 
way  of  addrefs,  muft  expeft,  and  be  contented 
to  be  reckoned  with  according  to  the  talents  they 
have  received. 


(   350  ) 
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THE   ABUSES   OF  CONSCIENCE 
CONSIDERED, 

HEBRF.7/5,  XI  II,  l8« 

—  For  we  truft  we  have  a  good  Confcience.  ■ — - 

TRUST !  —  Truft  we  have  a  good  Con^ 
fcience  !  —  Surely  you  will  fay,  if  there  is 
any  thing  in  this  life  v/hich  a  man  may  depend 
upon,  and  to  the  knowledge  of  which  he  is  ca- 
pable of  arriving  upon  the  moft  indifputable  evi- 
dence, it  muft  be  this  very  thing,  —  Whether  he 
has  a  good  Confcience,  or  no. 

If  a  man  thinks  at  all,  he  cannot  well  be  a 
ftranger  to  the  true  (late  of  this  account :  —  He 
muft  be  privy  to  his  own  thoughts  and  defires  — 
He  muft  remember  his  paft  purfuits,  and  know 
certainly  the  true  fprings  and  motives,  which,  in 
general,  have  governed  the  aftions  of  his  life. 

In  other  matters  we  may  be  deceived  by  falfe 
appearances ;  and  as  the  wife  man  complains, 
^'  Hardly  do  v/e  guefs  aright  at  the  things  that  are 
^'  upon  the  earth,  and  with  labour  do  we  find  the 
things  that  are  before  us  —  but  here  the  mind 
has  all  the  evidence  and  fafts  within  herfelf :  —  is 
confciouG.  of  the  v/eb  fhe  has  wove  :  —  knows  its 

texture 
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texture  and  finenefs  ;  and  the  exad  fhare  which 
every  paffion  has  had  in  working  upon  thefeveral 
defigns,  which  virtue  or  vice  has  plann'd  before 
hen 

N0W5  —  as  Confcience  is  nothing  elfa  but  tli.e 
knowledge  which  the  mind  has  within  itfelf  of 
this  ;  and  the  judgment,  either  of  approbation  or 
cenfure,  which  it  unavoidably  makes  upon  the 
fucceffive  actions  of  our  lives,  ~  'tis  plain,  yom 
will  fay,  from  the  very  terms  of  the  propofitioUj, 
whenever  this  inward  teftimony  goes  againft  a 
man,  and  he  (lands  felf-accufed^  • —  that  he  muil 
necelTarily  be  2i  guilty  -man.  And  5  on  thecontrar}^ 
when  the  report  is  favourable  on  his  fide,  and  hi& 
heart  condemns  him  not,  - —  that  it  is  not  a  matter 
of  tr?{/r^  as  the  Apoftle  intimates,  but  a  matter  of 
certainty  and  fact,  that  the  Confcience  is  good,'* 
and  that  the  ma?2  muft  be  good  alfo^ 

At  fir  ft  fight,  this  may  feem  to  be  a  true  ftate 
of  the  cafe  ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  know-^ 
ledge  of  right  and  wrong  is  fo  truly  imprels'd 
upon  the  mind  of  man  ;  that  did  no  fuch  thing 
ever  happen,  as  that  the  Confcience  of  a  man^  by 
long  habits  of  fm,  might  (as  the  Scripture  aifure^ 
us  it  may)  infenfibly  become  hard  ;  and  like  fome 
tender  parts  of  his  body,  by  much  ftrefs,  and 
continual  hard  ufage,  lofe  by  degrees  that  nice 
fenfe  and  perception  with  which  God  and  nature 
endowed  it :  —  Did  this  never  happen :  ~  or 
was  it  certain  that  felf-love  could  never  hang  the 
leaft  bias  upon  the  judgment :  —  or  that  the 

8  me 
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little  intereils  below  could  rife  up  and  perplex 
the  faculties  of  our  upper  regions,  and  encom- 
pafs  them  about  with  clouds  and  thick  darknefs  i 
~  could  no  fuch  thing  as  favour  and  affeftion 
enter -this  facred  court:  —-did  Wit  difdain  to 
take  a  bribe  in  it,  or  was  afhamed  to  fhew  its  face 
as  an  advocate  for  an  unwarrantable  enjoyment : 
™  or,  laftly,  were  we  affured  that  Intereft  flood 
always  unconcerned  whilft  the  caufe  was  hearings 

—  and  that  Paflion  never  got  into  the  judgment- 
feat,  and  pronounced  fentence  in  the  ftead  of 
Reafon,  which  is  fuppofed  always  to  prefide  and 
determine  upon  the  cafe  :  —  was  this  truly  fo,  as 
the  objeftion  muil  fuppofe,  no  doubt,  then,  the 
religious  and  moral  ftate  of  a  man  w^ould  be  ex- 
adly  what  he  himfelf  efteemed  it ;  and  the  guilt 
or  innocence  of  every  man's  life  could  be  knov/n, 
in  general,  by  no  better  meafure,  than  the  de« 
grees  of  his  own  approbation  or  cenfure. 

I  ov/n,  in  one  cafe,  whenever  a  man's  Con- 
fcience  does  accufe  him  (as  it  feldom  errs  on  that 
fide)  that  he  is  guilty  ;  —  and,  unlefs  in  melan- 
choly and  hypochondriac  cafes,  v/e  may  fafely 
pronounce  that  there  is  always  fufficient  grounds 
for  the  accufation. 

But,  the  converfe  of  the  propofition  will  not 
hold  true,  namely.  That  wherever  there  is 
guilt,  the  Confcience  mufl:  accufe ;  and,  if 
it  does  not,  that  a  man  is  therefore  innocent. 

—  This  is  not  faft :  —  fo  that  the  common 
confolation  which  fome  good  Chriilian  or  other 
is  hourly  adminiftering  to  himfelf^  ™-  That  he 
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thanks  God  his  mind  does  not  mifglve  him ; 
and  that  confequently,  he  has  a  good  Con- 
fcience,  becaufe  he  has  a  quiet  one  —  As 
current  as  the  inference  is,  and  as  infallible 
as  the  rule  appears  at  firft  fight,  yet,  when  you 
look  nearer  to  it,  and  try  the  truth  of  this 
rule  upon  plain  fads,  you  find  it  liable  to 
fo  much  error,  from  a  falfe  appHcation  of  it : 
" —  the  principle  on  which  it  goes  fo  often  per- 
verted:  —  the  whole  force  of  it  loft,  and 
fometimes  fo  vilely  caft  away,  that  it  is  pain- 
ful to  produce  the  common  examples  from 
human  life,  which  confirm  this  account. 

A  man  fliall  be  vicious  and  utterly  debauched 
in  his  principles  ;  exceptionable  in  his  conduft  to 

the  world  :  fliall  live  fhamelefs,  ^  in  the  open 

commiffion  of  a  fin  which  no  reafon  or  pretence 
can  juftify ;  —  a  fin,  by  which,  contrary  to  all 
the  workings  of  humanity  within,  he  lliall  ruin 

for  ever  the  deluded  partner  of  his  guilt ;  

rob  her  of  her  beft  dov/ry ;  and  not  only 

cover  her  own  head  with  diflionour,  but  involve  a 
whole  virtuous  family  in  fliame  and  forrow  for  her 

fake.  — —  Surely,  you'll  think,  Confcience 

muft  lead  fuch  a  man  a  troublefome  life  :  ^  he 

Can  have  no  reft  night  or  day  from  its  reproaches* 

Alas !  Confcience  had  fomething  elfe  to  do  all 
this  tim^e  than  break  in  upon  him :  as  Elijah 
reproached  the  god  Baal^  this  domejiic  god  was 
either  talking ^  or  purfuing^  or  was  in  a  journey^ 
or^  fer adventure^  he  Jlept^  and  could  not  be  awoke* 
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Perhaps  he  was  gone  out  in  company  with  Ho- 

to  fight  a  duel ;   to  pay  oftTome  debt 

at  play  ;  — —  or  dirty  annuity^  the  bargain  of  his 
laft.  _ —  Perhaps  Coni^:ience  all  this  time  w^as 
engaged  at  home,  talking  aloud  again!}:  petty  lar- 
ceny^  and  executing  vengeance  upon  fome  fuch 
puny  crimes  as  his  fortune  and  rank  in  lifefecured 

him  againft  all  temptation  of  committing  :  

fo  that  he  lives  as  merrily^  —  fleeps  as  foundly 
in  his  bed  ;  —  and^  at  the  laft,  meets  death 

with  as  much  anconcern^  perhaps,  much 

more  fo,  than  a  much  better  man. 

Another  is  fordid,  unmerciful  ;  —  a  ftrait- 
hearted,  felnfli  wretch,  incapable  either  of  private 

friendfhips, .  or  public  fpirit,   —  Take  notice 

how  he  palTes  by  the  v/idow  and  orphan  in  their 
dillrefs ;  and  fees  all  the  miferies  incident  to  hu- 
man life  without  a  figh  or  .  a  prayer.  — —  Shall 
not  Confcience  rife  up  and  fling  him  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions  ?  No.  —  Thank  God,  there  is  no  occa- 
fion.    ^  I  pay  every  m^an  his  own,  I  have 

*  no  fornication  to  anfv/er  to  my  Confcience,  no 

*  faithlefs  vows  or  promifes  to  make  up,  I  have 

*  debauchM  no  man's  wife  or  child.  ■  Thank 

*'  God,  I  am  not  as  other  men,  adulterers,  unjuft, 
^  or  even  as  this  libertine  who  ftands  before  me.* 

A  third  is  crafty  and  defigning  in  his  nature. 

.  View  his  whole  life,  —  ''tis  nothing  elfe  but 

a  cunning  contexture  of  dark  arts  and  unequitable 
fubterfuges,  bafely  to  defeat  the  true  intent  of  all 
laws,  pkin  dealings  and  the  fafe  enjoyment  of 
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our  feveral  properties.  You  will  fee  fuch  a 

one  working  out  a  frame  of  little  defigns  upon 
the  ignorance  and  perplexities  of  the  poor  and 

needy  man  :  lliall  raife  a  fortune  upon  the 

Inexperience  of  a  youth,  or  the  unfufpefting 

temper  of  hio  friend,  who  would  have  trufted  him 
V7ith  his  life.  When  old  age  comes  on,  and  re- 
pentance calls  him  to  look  back  upon  this  black 
account,  and  ftate  it  over  again  with  his  Con- 

fcience  Confcience  looks  into  the  Statutes  at 

Large^  — —  finds  perhaps  no  exprcfs  law  broken 

by  v/hat  he  has  done ;   perceives  no  penalty 

or  forfeiture  incurred  ;  — —  fees  no  fcourge  wav- 
ing over  his  head^  - — —  or  prifon  opening  its  gate 
upon  him  —  What  is  there  to  affright  his  Con- 
fcience ?   Confcience  has  got  fafely  en- 

irenchM  behind  the  leiier  of  the  lav/,  fits  there 
invulnerable^  fortified  v/ith  cafes  and  reports  fo 
itrongly  on  all  fides^  — —  that  'tis  not  preaching 
can  difpolfefs  it  of  its  hold. 

Another  lhall  v/ant  even  this  refuge,  fiiall 

bi^eak  through  ail  this  ceremony  of  How  chicane ; 
fcorns  the  doubtful  workings  of  fecret  plots  and 

cautious  trains  to  bring  about  his  purpofe.  

See  the  bare-faced  villain  how  he  cheats,  lies,  per- 
jures, robs,  murders,  horrid  !    But  indeed 

inuch  better  was  not  to  be  expected  in  this  cafe, 

 the  poor  man  was  in  the  dark !  •  His 

prieft  had  got  the  keeping  of  his  Confcience,  and 
all  he  had  let  him  know  of  it  was,  That  he  mult 
believe  in  the  Fope ;  —  go  to  mafs ;  ■  crofs 
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himfelf ;  tell  hlvS  beads  ;  be  a  good  Ca^ 

tholic  ;  and  that  this  in  all  confcience  was  enough 

to  carry  him  to  Heaven.   What  ?  if  he  per^ 

jtires  ?  — ~  Why,  he  had  a  mental  referv- 

ation  in  it.    But  if  he  is  fo  wicked  and  abandoned 

a  wretch  as  you  reprefent  him,  if  he  robs 

or  murders,  will  not  Confcience,  on  every  fuch 

aft,  receive  a  wound  itfelf  ?  Ay  But 

the  man  has  carried  it  to  confeffion,  the  wound 
digefts  there,  and  will  do  well  enough,  — —  and 
in  a  fliort  time  be  quite  healed  up  by  abfolution* 

O  Popery  !  what  haft  thou  to  anfwer  for  ?  - 

when  not  content  with  the  too  many  natural  and 
fatal  ways  through  which  the  heart  is  every  day 

thus  treacherous  to  itfelf  above  all  things,  = 

thou  haft  wilfuliy  fet  open  this  wide  gate  of  deceit 
before  the  face  of  this  unwary  Traveller^  — — - 
too  apt,  God  knows,  to  go  aftray  of  himfelf^ 
and  confidently  fpeak  peace  to  his  foul  when  there 
is  no  peace* 

Of  this  the  common  inftances,  which  I  have 
di*awn  out  of  life,  are  too  notorious  to  require 
much  evidence.  If  any  m?^  doubts  the  reality 
of  them,  or  thinks  it  impoffible  for  man  to  be  fuch 
a  bubble  to  himfelf,  —  I  muft  refer  him  a  mo- 
ment to  his  refieftions,  and  fhall  then  venture 
to  truft  the  appeal  with  his  own  heart.  Let  him 
confider  in  how  different  a  degree  of  deteftation 
numbers  of  wicked  aftions  ftand  there^  though 

equally  bad  and  vicious  in  their  own  natures  

he  will  foon  find  that  fuch  of  them  as  ftrong  in« 
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clination  or  cuftom  have  prompted  him  to  com- 
mit, are  generally  drefsM  out  and  pamted  with 
all  the  falfe  beauties  which  a  foft  and  flattering 
hand  can  give  them  ;  and  that  the  others  to  which 
he  feels  no  propenfity,  appear,  at  once,  naked 
and  deformed,  furrounded  with  all  the  true  cir- 
cumftances  of  foily  and  diflionour. 

When  David  furprifed  Saul  fleeping  in  the 

cave,  and  cut  off  the  iklrt  of  his  robe,  we 

read,  his  heart  fmote  him  for  v/hat  he  had  done, 
—  But,  in  the  matter  of  Uriah,  where  a  faith- 
ful and  gaiianC  fervant,  whom  he  ought  to  have 
loved  and  honoured,  fell  to  make  way  for  his 
luft ;  where  Confcieiice  had  fo  much  greater  rea- 

fon  to  take  the  alarm,  •  his  heart  fmote  him 

not.  A  whole  year  had  almoft  palTed  from 

the  firfl  commiflTion  of  that  crime  •  to  the  time 

Nathan  was  fent  to  reprove  him ;  and  we  read 
not  once  of  the  leaft  forrow  or  compunftion  of 
heart,  which  he  teftified  during  5II  that  time,  for 
what  he  had  done* 

Thus  Confcience,  thia  once  able  monitor, 
placed  on  high  as  a  judge  within  us,  —  and  in* 
tended,  by  our  Maker,  as  a  juft  and  equitable  one 
too,  • —  by  an  unhappy  train  of  caufes  and  impe- 
diments,  takes  often  fuch  imperfed  cogni- 
sance of  what  pafles,  .  .  .1..  does  its  office  fo  negli-* 
gently,  —  fometimes  fo  corruptly,  that  it  is  not 
to  be  trufted  alone :  and  therefore,  we  find,  there 
is  a  neceflity,  an  abfolute  neceffity,  of  joining  ano- 
ther principle  with  it^  to  aid^  if  not  govern^  its 
determinations* 

A  A  3  So 
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So  that  if  you  would  form  a  juft  judgment  of  what 
is  of  infinite  importance  to  you  not  to  be  mifled 
in,  namely,  in  what  degree  of  real  merit  you 
fland,  either  as  an  honefl  man,  ~  an  ufeful  citi- 

zen^  — —  a  faithful  fubjefl  to  your  king,  - 

or  a  good  fervant  to  your  God  call  in  Re- 
ligion and  Morality.  — ^ —  Look      ■    What  is 

written  in  the  law  of  God  ?  How  readeft 

than  ?   Confult  calm  reafon,  and  the  un- 
changeable obligations  of  juftice  and  truth,  

V7hat  fay  they  ? 

Let  Confcience  determine  the  matter  upon  thefe 
reports,  — —  and  then,  if  thy  heart  condemn  thee 
not^  — • —  which  is  the  cafe  the  Apoftle  fuppofes, 

 —  the  rule  will  be  infallible  — —  Thou  wilt 

have  confidence  towards  God ;  —  that  is,  have 
juft  grounds  to  believe  the  judgment  thou  haft  paft 
upon  thyfelf,  is  the  judgment  of  God ;  and  no-- 
thing  elfe  but  an  anticipation  of  that  righteous  fen- 
tence,  which  v:ill  be  pronounced,  hereafter,  up» 
on  thee  by  that  Being,  before  whom  thou  art  fi- 
nally to  give  an  account  of  thy  actions. 

Blejfed  is  the  tnan^  indeed  then,  as  the  Author 
of  the  book  of  Eccleftajlicus  expreffes  it,  who  is  not 
pricked  with  the  multitude  of  his  fins.  —  Bleffed  is 
the  man  whofe  heart  hath  not  condemned  him^  and 
who  is  not  fallen  from  his  hope  in  the  Lord.  Whe- 
ther he  he  rich ^  continues  he,  or  whether  he  be 

poor  J  if  he  have  a  good  heart  (a  heart  thus 

guided  and  informed)  He  fhall  at  all  times 

rejoice  in  a  cheerful  countenance «  His  mind  Jball 
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tell  him  more  than  Jcvcn  watchmen  thai  fit  above 
uj)on  a  tower  on  high.  In  the  darkefl  doubts  it 
liiall  conduft  him  fafer  than  a  thoufand  Cafuifts, 
and  give  the  ftate  he  Hves  in,  a  better  fecurity  for 
his  behaviour,  than  all  the  claufas  and  reftriclions 
put  together,  which  the  wifdom  of  the  legiflature 

is  forced  to  muhiply,  forcedj  1  fay,  as  things 

ftand  ;  human  laws  being  not  a  matter  of  original 
choice,  but  of  pure  neceffity,  brought  in  to  fence 
againft  the  mifchievous  efleds  of  thofe  Confciences 
which  are  no  law  unto  thenifelves :  wifely  intend- 
ing by  the  many  provifions  made.  That  in  all 
fuch  corrupt  or  mifguided  cafes,  where  principle 
and  the  checks  of  Confcience  will  not  make  us 

upright,  to  fupply  their  force,  and  by  the 

terrors  of  jails  and  halters  oblige  us  to  it. 

To  have  the  fear  of  God  before  our  eyes  ;  and, 
in  our  mutual  dealings  with  each  other,  to  go- 
vern our  a£bions  by  the  eternal  meafures  of  right 
and  wrong  ,  the  firll  of  thefe  will  compre- 
hend the  duties  of  religion  :  the  fecond  thofe  of 
morality :  which  are  fo  infeparabiy  connefted  to- 
gether, that  you  cannot  divide  thefe  two  Tables^ 
even  in  imagination  (though  the  attempt  is  often 
made  in  praftice),  without  breaking  and  mutually 
dellroying  them  both, 

I  faid  the  attempt  is  often  made ;  —  and  fo 
it  is ;  there  being  nothing  more  common  than  to 
fee  a  man,  who  has  no  fenfe  at  all  of  religion, 

'  and  indeed  has  fo  much  of  honefty,  as  to 

pretend  to  none  5  who  would  yet  take  it  as  the 
A  A  4  bittercft 
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bittereft  affront,  fliould  you  but  hint  at  a  fufpicion 

of  his  moral  charafter,  or  imagine  he  was 

not  confcientioufly  juft,  and  fcrupulous  to  the  ut- 
termoft  mite. 

When  there  is  fome  appearance  that  it  is  foj 

—  though  one  is  not  willing  even  to  fufpeft 

the  appearance  of  fo  great  a  virtue,  as  moral  ho? 
nefty  ;  —  yet  were  we  to  look  into  the  grounds  of 
it  in  the  prefent  cafe,  I  am  perfuaded  we  fliould 
find  little  reafon  to  envy  fuch  a  man  the  honour 
of  his  motive. 

Let  him  declaim  as  pompoufly  as  he  can  on  the 
fubjeft,  it  will  be  found  at  laft  to  reft  upon  no  bet- 
ter foundation  than  either  his  intereft,  his  pride^ 
his  eafe ;  or  fome  fuch  little  and  changeable  paf- 
fion,  as  will  give  us  but  fmall  dependence  upon 
his  adions  in  matters  of  great  ftrefs. 

Give  me  leave  to  illuftrate  this  by  an  exampleo 

I  know  the  banker  I  deal  with,  or  the  phyfi» 
cian  I  ufually  call  in,  to  be  neither  of  them  men 
of  much  religion  :  I  hear  them  make  a  jeft  of  it 
every  day,  and  treat  all  its  fanclions  with  fo  much 
fcorn  and  contempt,  as  to  put  the  matter  paft 

doubt.    Well, "         notwithftanding  this  I  put 

my  fortune  into  the  hands  of  the  one,  and,  what 
is  dearer  ftill  to  me,  I  truft  my  life  to  the  honeft 

fkill  of  the  other.  Now,  let  me  examine 

what  is  my  reafon  for  this  great  confidence.  

Why,  —  in  the  firft  place,  I  believe  that  there  is 
no  probability  that  either  of  them  will  employ 
the.  power,  I  put  into  their  hands^  to  my  difad- 
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vantage.    I  confider  that  honefty  feryes  the  pur-^ 

pofes  of  this  life^  I  know  their  fuccefs  in 

the  world  depends  upon  the  fairnefs  of  their  cha- 
racter ;  that  they  cannot  hurt  me  v/ithout 

hurting  themfelves  more* 

But  put  it  otherwife,  namely,  that  intereft  lay 

for  once  on  the  other  fide.   That  a  cafe 

ihould  happen  wherein  the  one,  without  ftain  tq 
his  reputation,  could  fecrete  my  fortune,  and  leave 
me  naked  in  the  world  :  —  or  that  the  other  could 
fend  me  out  of  it,  and  enjoy  an  eftate  by  my  death, 
without  dilhonour  to  himfelf  or  his  art  — —  In 

this  cafe  what  hold  have  I  of  either  of  them  ?  

Religion,  the  ftrongeft  of  all  motives,  is  out  of 
the  queftion.  — — -  Intereft,  the  next  moft  pow- 
erful motive  in  this  v^^orld,  is  ftrongly  againft  me, 

— -  I  have  nothing  left  to  caft  into  the  fcale  to 
balance  this  temptation,  — — •  I  muft  lie  at  the 
mercy  of  honour,  ~- —  or  feme  fuch  capricious 
principle.  ' —  Strait  fecurity  !  for  two  of  my  beft 
and  moft  valuable  bleffings,  —  my  property 
and  my  life ! 

As  therefore  we  can  have  no  dependence  upon 
morality  without  religion  ;  — ~  fo,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  is  nothing  better  to  be  expefted  from 
religion  without  morality ;  nor  can  any  man  be 
fuppofed  to  difcharge  his  duties  to  God,  (what- 
ever fair  appearances  he  may  hang  out,  that  he 
does  fo)  if  he  does  not  pay  as  confcientious  a  re- 
gard to  the  duties  v/hich  he  cv/es  his  fellow-crea- 
ture* 

This 
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This  is  a  point  capal^le  in  itfelf  of  ftrict  demon- 

Itration.  — Neverthelefs,  'tis  no  rarity  to  fcve 

a  man  whofc  real  moral  merit  frands  very  low, 
who  yet  entertains  the  higheft  notion  of  himfelf, 
in  thcliglit  of  a  devout  and  religions  man.  He 
lhall  not  only  be  covetous^  revengeful^  implaca- 
ble,  — —  but  even  vvanting  in  points  of  common 

bonelly.  Yet  becaufe  he  talks  loud  agairifi: 

the  infidehty  of  the  age  —  is  zealous  for  fome 
points  of  religion.  — -  goes  tv/ice  a  day  to  church, 
attends  the  facraments,  and  amufes  himfelf  v/iih^ 
a  hvj  inftrumiental  duties  of  religion,  — —  Ihall 
clieat  his  confcience  into  a  judgment  that  for  this 
he  is  a  j*eligious  man,  and  has  difchai'ged  faithful- 
ly his  duty  to  God  :  and  you  will  find,  that  fuch 
a  man,  through  force  of  this  delufion,  generally 
looks  down  with  fpiritual  pride  upon  every  other 
man  who  has  lefs  afteftation  of  piety,  though,  per- 
haps, ten  times  more  moral  honefty  than  himfelf^ 

This  is  likewife  a  fore  evil  under  the  fun  ; 
and  I  believe  there  is  no  one  miftaken  principle 
which,  for  its  time,  has  wTought  mors  ferious 
mifchiefs.  For  a  general  proof  of  this,  examine 
the  hiftory  of  the  Roinifb  church,  —  See  what 
fcenes  of  cruelty,  murders,  rapines,  bloodllied, 
have  all  been  fandified  by  a  religion  not  ftriftly 
governed  by  morality. 

In  how  many  kingdoms  of  the  world,  has  the 
crufading  fword  of  this  mifguided  Saint-Errant 
fpared  neither  age,  or  merit^  or  fex^  or  condition  I 

^  And.  as  he  fought  under  the  banners  of 

2  a  religion. 
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a  religion,  v/hich  fet  him  loofe  from  juftice  and 

humanity,  — —  he  Ihewed  none  mercilefsly 

trampled  upon  both,  heard  neither  the  cries  of  the 
unfortunate,  nor  pitied  their  diftrefles. 

If  the  teftimony  of  paft  centuries  in  this  mat- 
ter is  not  fufficient,  — —  confider  at  this  inftanr^ 
how  the  votaries  of  that  religion  are  every  day 
thinking  to  do  fervice  and  honour  to  God,  by 
adlons  which  are  a  diflionour  and  fcandal  to  them* 
felves. 

To  be  convinced  of  this,  go  with  me  for  a  mo- 
ment into  the  prifons  of  the  inquifition,  —  Be- 

hpld  religion  with  mercy  and  juftice  chain'd  down 
under  her  feet,  there  fitting  ghaftly  upon  a  black 
tribunal,  proppM  up  with  racks  and  inftruments 

of  torment.    Hark !    what  a  piteous 

groan  !  —  See  the  melancholy  wretch  who  utter'd 
it,  juft  brought  forth  to  undergo  the  anguifh  of  a 
mock-trial,  and  endure  the  utmoft  pains  that  a 
ftudied  fyftem  of  religions  cruelty  has  been  able  to 
invent.  Behold  this  heiplefs  vidim  delivered  up 
to  his  tormentors.  His  body  fo  wafted  with  for- 
row  and  long  confinements  you'll  fee  every  nerve 
and  mufcle  as  it  fuffers.  " — Obferve  the  laft  move- 
ment of  that  horrid  engine.  -» — •  What  convul- 
fions  it  has  thrown  him  into.   Confider  the  nature 

of  the  pofture  in  which  he  now  lies  ftretch'd.  ^ 

What  exquifite  torture  he  endures  by  it.  —  'Tis 
all  nature  can  bear.  —  Good  God  !  fee  how- 
it  keeps  his  weary  foul  hanging  upon  his  trembling 
JipSj  willing  to  take  its  leave^  —  but  not  fufFered 
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to  depart.    Behold  the  unhappy  wretch  ied  back 

to  his  cell,          dragged  out  of  it  again  to  meet 

the  flames,  — — «  and  the  infults  in  his  laft  ago- 
nies, which  this  principle  — — -  this  principle  that 
there  can  be  religion  without  mpx^ality,  has  pre- 
pared for  him. 

The  fureft  way  to  try  the  merit  of  any  difputed 
notion,  — —  is  to  trace  down  the  confequences 
fuch  a  notion  has  produced,  and  compare  theni 

with  the  /pint  of  Chriftianity,  'Tis  the  Ihort 

and  decifjve  rule,  which  our  Saviour  has  left  for 
thefe  and  fuch  like  cafes,  — —  and  is  worth  a 
thoufand  arguments,  —  By  their  fruits^  fays  he, 
ye  Jhall  know  them. 

Thus  religion  and  morality,  like  faft  friends  and 
natural  allies,  can  never  be  fet  at  variance,  with* 
out  the  mutual  ruin  and  dilhonour  of  them  both  ; 
■  and  whoever  goes  about  this  unfriendly  of-^ 
fice,  is  no  well-wiflier  to  either,  ~« —  and  what- 
ever  he  pretends,  he  deceives  his  own  heart,  and, 
I  fear,  his  morality,  as  well  as  his  religion,  will 
be  vain. 

I  will  add  no  farther  to  the  length  of  this  dif- 
courfe,  than  by  two  or  three  fliort  and  independ^ 
ent  rules,  deducible  from  what  has  been  faid. 

I/?,  Whenever  a  man  talks  loudly  againft  reli- 
gion, always  fufpedl  that  it  is  not  his  reafon,  but 
his  paflions  which  have  got  the  better  of  his  creed. 
- —  A  bad  lifey  and  ^good  belief  are  difagreeable  and 
troublefome  neighbours,  and  where  they  feparate^^ 

depend 
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depend  upon  itj  'tis  for  no  other  caufe  but  quiet- 
nefs  fake. 

2dly^  When  a  man  thus  reprefented,  tells  you 
in  any  particular  inftance,  that  fuch  a  thing  goes 
againji  his  confcience,  ^ — —  always  believe  he 
means  exaftly  the  fame  thing  as  when  he  telk 
you  fuch  a  thing  goes  againft  his  ftomach,  — —  a 
prefent  want  of  appetite  being  generally  the  true 
caufe  of  both. 

In  a  word,  —  truft  that  man  in  nothings 

—  who  has  not  a  confcience  in  every  thing. 
And  in  your  own  cafe  remember  this  plain  dif- 

tinftion,  a  miftake  which  has  ruin'd  thoufands 
™—  That  your  confcience  is  not  a  law  ;  —  ao^ 

—  God  and  rcafon  made  the  law,  and  has  placed 
Confcience  v\ithin  you  to  determine,  ~  not  like 
an  J^fiatk  Cadi^  according  to  the  ebbs  and  flov/a 
of  his  own  paflions ;  but  like  a  Brittjl^  j^dgc  in 
this  land  of  liberty,  v/ho  makes  no  new  law,  — 
but  faithfully  declares  that  glorious  law  which  he 
finds  already  written. 


(  ) 
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TEMPORAL   ADVANTAGES   OF  RELIGIONe 

PROVERBS  in.  17, 

Her  ways  are  wajs  of  plcafantnef:.,  and  all  her  paths  ar^ 

peace. 

THERE  are  two  opinions  which  the  inconii- 
derate  are  apt  to  take  upon  truih  —  Tlu 
firfl  is  —  a  vicious  life,  is  a  life  of  libertyj  plea- 
fure,  and  happy  advantages.  —  The  fecond  is  — 
and  v/hich  is  the  converfe  of  the  firft  —  that  a  re- 
ligious life  is  a  fervile  and  moft  uncomfortable 
ftate. 

The  firfl  breach  which  the  devil  made  upon 
human  innocence,  v/as  by  the  help  of  the  fu'll 
of  thefe  fuggeftions,  when  he  told  Eve,  that  by 
eating  of  the  tree  of  knowledge,  {he  fhould  be  as 
God,  that  is,  flie  fhould  reap  fome  high  and 
ftrange  felicity  from  doing  what  was  forbidden 
her.  —  But  I  need  not  repeat  the  fuccefs  —  Eve 
learnt  the  difference  between  good  and  evil  by  her 
tranfgrefiion,  which  flie  knew  not  before  —  but 
then  fhe  fatally  learnt  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
difference  was  only  this  —  that  good  is  that 
v/hich  can  only  give  the  mind  pleafure  and  com- 
fort —  and  that  evil  is  that,  which  muft  neceffa- 
rily  be  attended  fooner  or  later  with  ftiame  and 
forrow. 

As 
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As  the  deceiver  of  mankind  thus  began  his  tri- 
umph over  our  race  - — '  fo  has  he  carried  it  on 
ever  fmce  by  the  very  fame  argument  of  deiu- 
lion.  — — That  is,  by  poffefling  men's  minds 
early  with  great  expectations  of  the  prefent  in- 
comes of  fm,  -— —  making  them  dream  of  won- 
drous gratifications  they  are  to  feel  in  following 
their  appetites  in  a  forbidden  way  — ■  making  them 
lancy,  that  their  own  grapes  yield  not  fo  delicious 
a  tafte  as  their  neighbour's^  and  that  they  ihall 
quench  their  third  with  more  pleafure  at  his  foun- 
tain, than  at  their  own.  'j'his  is  the  ODinion 
which  at  firft  too  generally  prevails  - —  till  expe- 
rience and  proDcr  fcafons  of  reflection  make  us  all 
at  one  time  or  otiu-r  co:-iefs  —  that  our  counlel- 
lor  has  been'  (as  from  the  beginning)  an  impollor 
— —  and  that  inilead  of  faliiiiing  thele  liopes  of 
gain  and  fweetneis  in  what  is  forbidden  —  that, 
on  the  contrary,  every  unlawful  enjo)™enL  leads 
only  to  bittenieis  and  lois. 

The  fecond  opinion,  or.  That  a  religious  life  is  a 
fervile  and  uncomfortable  itate.has  proved  a  no  lels 
fatal  and  capital  falfe  principle  in  the  conduct  of  un^ 
experience  through  life  ™  the  foundation  of  which 
miftake  arifmg  chiefly  from  this  previous  wrong 
judgment  —  that  true  happinefs  and  freedom  lies 
in  a  man's  always  following  his  own  humour  ~ 
that  to  live  by  moderate  and  prefcribed  rules,  is 

to  live  without  joy  «  that  not  to  profecute  our 

paflions  is  to  be  cowards  ~  and  to  forego  everv 
thing  for  the  tedious  diftance  of  a  future  life. 

Was  it  ti^ue,  that  a  virtuous  man  could  have 

no 
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no  pleafure  but  what  fliould  arife  from  that  re- 
mote profped:  I  own  we  are  by  nature  fo 

goaded  on  by  the  defire  of  prefent  happinefs,  that 
was  that  the  cafe,  thoufands  would  faint  under 
the  difcouragement  of  fo  remote  an  expeftation. 

—  But  in  the  mean  time  the  Scriptures  give 
us  a  very  different  profped  of  this  matter.  — 
There  we  are  told  that  the  fervice  of  God  is  true 
liberty  —  that  the  yoke  of  Chriftianity  is  eafy,  in 
comparifon  of  that  yoke  v/hich  muil  be  brought 
upon  us  by  any  other  fyftem  of  living,  —  and  the 
text  tells  of  wifdom  —  by  which  he  m.eans  Reli-^ 
gion,  that  it  has  pleafantnefs  in  its  way,  as  well  as 
glory  in  its  end  — —  that  it  will  bring  us  peace  and 

joy,  fuch  as  the  v/orld  cannot  give.   So  that 

upon- examining  the  truth  of  this  affertion,  we  fliall 
be  fet  right  in  this  error,  by  feeing  that  a  religious 
man's  happinefs  does  not  ft  and  at  fo  tedious  a  dif- 
tance  —  but  is  fo  prefent^  and  indeed  fo  infepa* 
rable  from  him,  as  to  be  felt  and  tailed  every  hour 

—  and  of  this  even  the  vicious  can  hardly  be  infen- 
fible,  from  what  he  may  perceive  to  fpring  up  in 
his  mind,  from  anycafual  ad  of  virtue.  And  though 
it  is  a  pleafure  that  properly  belongs  to  the  good  — 
yet  let  any  one  try  the  experiment,  and  he  will  fee 
what  is  meant  by  that  moral  delight  ariiing  from  the 
confcience  of  well-doing.  Let  him  butrefrefh  the 
bowels  of  the  needy  —  let  him  comJort  the  broken- 
hearted  —  or  check  an  appetite,  or  overcome  a 
temptation  —  or  receive  an  affront  with  temper  and 
meeknefs  —  and  he  fhall  find  the  tacit  praife  of 
what  he  has  done,  darting  through  his  mind,acconi- 

5  panied 
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panied  with  a  fmcere  pleafure  —  confcience 
playing  the  monitor  even  to  the  loofe  and  moft 
inconfiderate,  in  their  moft  cafual  a<5ls  of  well- 
doing, and  is,  like  a  voice  whifpering  behind 
and  faying  —  this  is  the  way  of  pleafantnefs,  — 
this  is  the  path  of  peace  —  walk  in  it,  — 

But  to  do  further  juftice  to  the  text,  we  muft 
look  beyond  this  inward  recompence  which  is  al- 
ways infeparable  from  virtue,  —  and  take  a  view 
of  the  outward  advantages,  which  are  as  infepara- 
ble from  itj  iand  which  the  apoftle  particularly  re- 
fers to,  when  'tis  faid,  Godlinefs  has  the  promife 
of  this  life,  as  well  as  that  which  is  to  come  — 
and  in  this  argument  it  is,  that  religion  appears 
in  all  its  glory  and  ftrength  —  unanfwerable  in 
all  its  obligations  —  that  befides  the  principal 
work  which  it  does  for  us  in  fecuring  our  future 
well-being  iri  the  other  world,  it  is  likewife  the 
moft  effeftual  means  to  promote  our  prefent  ^ 
and  that  not  only  morally^  upon  account  of  that 
reward  which  virtuous  adions  do  entitle  a  man 
unto  from  a  juft  and  a  wife  Providence,  —  but 
by  a  natural  tendency  in  themfelves,  which  the 
duties  of  religion  have  to  procure  us  riches,  health, 
reputation,  credit,  and  all  thofe  things,  wherein 
our  temporal  happinefs  is  thought  to  confift,  and 
this  not  only  in  promoting  the  well-being  of  par- 
ticular perfons,  but  of  public  communities  and  of 
mankind  in  general,  —  agreeable  to  what  the 
wife  man  has  left  us  on  record,  that  righteoufnefs 
exalteth  a  nation :  — -  infomuch,  that  could  we, 
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in  confidering  this  argument,  fuppofe  ourfelves  to  . 
be  in  a  capacity  of  expoftulating  with  God,  con- 
cerning the  terms  upon  which  we  would  fubmit  to 
his  government,  —  and  to  chufe  the  laws  ourfelves- 
which  we  would  be  bound  to  obferve^  it  would  be 
impoffible  for  the  wit  of  man  to  frame  any  other 
propofals,  which  upon  all  accounts  would  be  more 
advantageous  to  our  own  interefts  than  thofe  very 
conditions  to  which  we  are  obliged  by  the  rules- 
of  religion  and  virtue.  —  And  in  this  does  the 
reafonablenefs  of  Chriftianity,  and  the  beauty  and 
wifdom  of  Providence,  appear  mod  eminently  to- 
wards mankind,  in  governing  us  by  fuch  laws  as 
do  moft  apparently  tend  to  make  us  happy,  — 
and  in  a  word,  in  making  that  (in  his  mercy)  to 
be  our  duty,  which  in  his  wifdom  he  knows  to  be 
our  intereft,  —  that  is  to  fay,  what  is  moft  condu- 
cive to  the  eafe  and  comfort  of  our  mind,  —  the 
health  and  ftrength  of  our  body,  —  the  honour 
and  profperity  of  our  ftate  and  condition,  —  the 
friendfhip  and  good-will  of  our  fellow-creatures  j 
^  to  the  attainment  of  all  which,  no  more  ef- 
fectual means  can  poflibly  be  made  ufe  of,  than 
that  plain  direftion,  —  to  lead  an  uncorrupted 
life,  and  to  do  the  thing  which  is  right,  to  ufe  no 
deceit  in  our  tongue,  nor  do  evil  to  our  neighbour. 

For  the  better  imprinting  of  which  truth  in  your 
memories,  give  me  leave  to  offer  a  few  things  to 
your  confideration. 

The  firft  is,  —  that  juftice  and  honefty  contri- 
bute very  much  towards  all  the  faculties  of  the 

mind  : 
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tnind  :  I  mean,  that  it  clears  up  the  underftand- 
ing  from  that  mift,  which  dark  and  crooked  de- 
figns  are  apt  to  raife  in  it,  —  and  that  it  keeps  up 
a  regularity  in  the  affeftions,  by  fufFering  no  luHi^ 
or  by-ends  to  difofder  them.  ~  That  it  Iike\vife 
preferves  the  mind  from  all  damps  of  grief  and 
melancholy,  which  are  the  fare  cohfequences  of 
imjuft  actions  ;  and  that  by  fuch  an  improvement 
of  the  faculties,  it  makes  a  fhan  fo  much  the  abler 
to  difcern,  and  fo  much  the  more  cheerful,  a£tive^ 
and  diligent  to  mind  his  bufmefs.  —  Light  is 
fown  for  the  righteous,  fays  the  prophet,  and 
gladnefs  for  the  upright  in  heart. 

Secondly,  let  it  be  obferved,  —  that  in  the  con- 
finuance  and  courfe  bf  a  tirtuous  man's  affairs, 
there  is  little  probability  of  his  falling  into  confi- 
derable  difappointments  or  calamities  5  —  not  only 
becaufe  guarded  by  the  providence  of  God,  but 
that  honefty  is  in  its  own  nature  the  freefl  from 
danger. 

Firft,  becaufe  fuch  a  one  lays  no  projeds,  which 
it  is  the  intereft  of  another  to  blaft,  and  therefore 
needs  no  indire6t  methods  or  deceitful  pradtices 
to  fecure  his  intereft  by  undermining  others.  — 
The  paths  of  virtue  are  plain  and  ftraight,  fo  that 
the  blind,  perfons  of  the  meaneft  capacity,  fhall 
not  err.  —  Diflionefty  requires  {kill  to  conduct  it^ 
jind  as  great  art  to  conceal  —  what  'tis  every  one's 
intereft  to  deteft.  And  I  think  I  need  not  remind 
you  how  oft  it  happens  in  attempts  of  this  kind 
where  worldly  men^  in  hafte  to  be  rich,  have  over- 
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run  the  only  means  to  it,  —  and  for  want  of  lay- 
ing their  contrivances  with  proper  cunning,  or 
managing  them  with  proper  fecrecy  and  advan- 
tage, have  loft  far  e¥er  what  they  might  have  cer- 
fainfy  fecm'ed  by  honefty  and  plain-dealing.  — 
The  general  caufes  of  the  difappointments  in  their 
bufmefs,  or  of  unhappinefs  in  their  Kves,  lying 
but  too  manifeftly  in  their  own  diforderly  paffions^ 
which  by  attempting  to  carry  them  a  ftiorter  way 
to  riches  and  honour,  difappoint  them?  of  both 
for  ever,  and  make  plain  their  ruin  is  from  them-^ 
felves,  and  that  they  eat  the  fruits  which  their 
OW'n  hands  have  watered  and  ripened. 

Confider,  in  the  third  place,  that  as  the  religi- 
ous and  moral  man  (one  of  which  he  cannot  be 
without  the  other)  not  only  takes  the  fisreft  courfe 
for  fuccefs  in  his  affairs,  but  is  difpofed  to  procure 
a  help,  which  never  enters  into  the  thoughts  of  a 
Wicked  one  ;  for  being  donfcious  of  upright  inten- 
tions, he  can  look  towards  heaven,  and  with  foi^e 
affurance  recommend  his  affairs  to  God's  bleffing 
tod  direction  ;  —  whereas  the  fraudulent  and  dif- 
honeft  man  dares  not  call  for  God's  bl-effing  upon 
his  defigns,  er  if  he  does,  he  knows  it  is  in  vaiu* 
to  expeO:  it.  —  Now  a  man  who  believes  that  he 
has  God  on  his  fide,  afts  with  another  fort  of  life 
and  courage,  than  he  who  knows  he  ftands  alone  j 
—  like  Efau,  with  his  hand  againft  every  man,, 
and  every  man's  hand  againft  his* 

The  eyes  of  the  Lord  ^e  upon  the  righte- 
ous, and  his  ears  are  open  to  their  cry,  but 
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the  face  of  the  Lord  is  againfl  them  that  do 

Confider,  in  the  fourth  place,  that  in  all  good 
governments  who  underftand  their  own  intereft, 
the  upright  and  honeft  man  ftands  much  fairer 
for  preferment,  and  much  more  likely  to  be  em- 
ployed in  all  things  when  fidelity  is  v/anted :  — 
for  all  men,  however  the  cafe  ftands  with  them- 
felves,  they  love  at  leaft  to  find  honefty  in  thofe 
they  truft  ;  nor  is  there  any  ufage  we  more  hardly 
digeft,  than  that  of  being  outwitted  and  deceived* 

—  This  is  fo  true  an  obiervation,  that  the  great- 
eft  knaves  have  no  other  way  to  get  into  bufinefs, 
but  by  counterfeiting  honefty,  and  pretending  to 
be  what  they  are  not ;  and  w^hen  the  impofture  is 
difcovered,  as  it  is  a  thoufand  to  one  but  it  will^ 
I  have  juft  faid,  what  m^uft  be  the  certain  confe^ 
quence  :  • —  for  when  fuch  a  ojie  falls,  —  he  has 
none  to  help  him,  fo  he  feldom  rifes  again. 

This  brings  us  to  a  fifth  particular,  in  vindi- 
cation of  the  text,  —  That  a  virtuous  man  has 
this  ftrong  advantage  on  his  fide  (the  reverfe  of 
the  laft),  that  the  more  and  the  longer  he  is 
known,  fo  much  the  better  he  is  loved,  fo  much 
the  more  trufted ;  —  fo  that  his  reputation  and 
h's  fortune  have  a  gradual  increafe  :  —  and  if  ca- 
la:  ^*ties  or  crofs  accidents  ftiould  bear  him  dowi), 

—  (as  no  one  ftands  out  of  their  reach  in  ihis 
world)  — •  if  he  fiiould  fall,  who  would  not  pity 
his  diftrefs,  —  who  would  not  ftretch  forth  his 
hand  to  raife  him  from  the  ground  ?  wherever 
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there  was  virtue,  he  might  exped  to  meet  a  friend 
and  brother.  —  And  this  is  not  merely  fpecula« 
tion,  but  fad,  confirmed  by  numberlefs  examples 
in  life,  of  men  falling  into  misfortunes,  whofe  cha- 
rader  and  tried  probity  have  raifed  them  helps ^ 
and  bore  them  up,  v^hen  every  other  help  has 
forfook  them. 

Laftly,  to  fum  up  the  account  of  the  temporal 
advantages  which  probity  has  on  its  fide,  —  let 
us  not  forget  that  greateft  of  all  happinefs,  which 
the'  text  refers  to  —  in  the  expreifion  of  a}!  its 
paths  being  peace,  peace  and  content  of  mind, 
arifing  from  the  confcioufnefs  of  virtue,  which  is 
the  true  and  only  foundation  of  all  ^rthly  fatis- 
fadion  ;  and  where  that  is  wanting,  v/hatever 
other  enjoyments  you  beftow  upon  a  wicked 
man,  they  will  as  foon  add  a  cubit  to  his  ftature 
as  to  his  happinefs.  —  In  the  midft  of  the  higheft 
entertainments,  —  this,  like  the  hand-writing 
upon  the  wall,  will  be  enough  to  fpoil  and  difre- 
lilh  the  feaft ;  but  much  more  fo,  when  the  tu- 
niult  and  hurry  of  delight  is  over,  —  when  all 
is  ftill  and  filent,  when  the  fmner  has  nothing  to 
tio  but  attend  its  ladies  and  remorfes ;  —  and 
this,  in  fpite  of  all  the  common  arts  of  diverfion, 
v/ill  be  often  the  cafe  of  every  wicked  man ;  — 
ior  we  cannot  live  always  upon  the  ftretch  ;  — ■  our 
faculties  will  not  bear  conftant  pleafure  any  more 
than  conftant  pain  ;  —  there  will  be  fome  vacan. 
cies ;  and  when  they  are,  they  will  be  fure  to  be 
filled  with  uncomfortable  thoughts  and  black  re« 
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ftetlions.  —  So  that,  fetting  afide  the  great  after- 
r-eckoning,  the  pleafures  of  the  wicked  are  over- 
bought, even  in  this  world.  — 

I  conclude  with  one  obfervation  upon  the  whole 
of  this  argument,  which  is  this.  — 

Notwithftanding  the  great  force  with  which  it 
has  been  often  prged  by  good  writers,  there  are 
many  cafes  whi.ch  it  may  not  reach,,  wherein  vi- 
cious men  may  feem  to  enjoy  their  portion  of  this 
Hfe,  and  hve  as  happy,  and  fall  into  as  few  trou- 
bles as  other  men  j  —  and  therefore  it  is  prudent 
not  to  lay  more  ftrefs  upon  this  argument  than  it 
mil  bear :  —  but  always  remember  to  call  in  tq 
our  aid 5  that  great  and  more  unanfwerable  argu- 
ment, which  will  anfwer  the  moft  doubtful  cafes 
which  can  be  ftated,  —  and  that  is,  certainty  of 
a  future  life,  which  Chriftianity  has  brought  to 
light.  However  men  may  differ  in  their  opinions 
of  the  ufefulnefs  of  virtue  for  our  prefent  pur« 
pofes,  no  6ne  was  ever  fo  abfurd  as  to  deny  it 
ferved  our  beft  and  our  lafl  intex-eft, —  when  the 
little  interefts  of  this  life  were  at  an  end  :  —  upon 
which  confideration  we  fhould  always  lay  the  great 
w^eight  which  it  is  fitted  to  bear,  as  the  ftrongeft 
appeal,  and  moft  unchangeable  motive  that  can  go- 
vern our  actions  at  all  times,  —  However,  as  every 
good  argument  on  the  fide  of  religion  fhould  in 
proper  times  be  made  ufe  of,  —  it  is  fit  fometimes 
to  examine  this,  —  by  proving  virtue  is  not  even 
deftitute  of  a  prefent  reward,  — but  carries  in  her 
hand  a  fufBcient  recompence  for  all  the  felf-deni-^ 
B  B  4  als 


37^  SERMON  XXVIiL 


als  fhe  may  occafion :  —  fhe  is  pleafant  in  the 
•way,  as  well  as  in  the  end  ;  —  her  ways  being 
ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  peace.  — 
But  it  is  her  greateft  and  moft  diflinguillied  glory, 
-~  that  flie  befriends  us  hereafter,  and  brings  us 
peace  at  the  laft ;  and  this  is  a  portion  fhe  can  ne- 
ver be  difmherited  of,  —  which  may  God  of  his 
mercy  grant  us  allj  for  the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrilt. 


SERMON  XXIX. 

OUR  COlSrVERSATIOlSr  IN  HEAVEN- 
Philippians,  iii.  20. 


Why,  the  only  effect  would  be,  that  the  fat  Glutton  wou'd 
fitare  awhile  upon  the  Preacher,  and  in  a  few  minutes  fall 
fast  asleep. 


.(   377  ) 


SERMON  XXIX. 

:OUR   CONVERSATION   IN  HEAVEN* 

PHILIP.  Ill-  20.  ill  Part. 
For  our  converfation is  in  Heaven. 

THESE  words  are  the  conclufion  of  the  ac- 
counts which  St.  Paul  renders  of  hhnfelf, 
to  juftify  that  particular  part  of  his  conduft  and 
proceeding,  —  his  leaving  fo  ftrangely,  and  de- 
ferting  his  Jewifti  rites  and  ceremonies  to  which 
he  was  known  to  have  been  formerly  fo  much 
attached,  and  in  defence  of  which  he  had  been  fo 
warmly  and  fo  remarkably  engaged.  This,  as  it 
had  been  matter  of  provocation  againft  himi 
amongft  his  own  countrymen  the  Jews,  fo  was  it 
no  lefs  an  occafion  of  furpnfe  to  the  Gentiles ;  — ^ 
that  a  perfon  of  his  great  charafter,  intereft,  and 
reputation,  one  who  w^as  defcended  from  a  tribe 
of  Ifrael,  deeply  Ikilled  in  the  profeffions,  and 
zealous  in  the  "  obfervances  of  the  ftraiteft  feft 
of  that  religion  who  h;ad  their  tenets  inftill- 
ed  into  him  from  his  tender  years,  under  the  in- 
ftitution  of  the  ableft  mafters ;  —  a  Pharifee  him- 
lelf,  —  the  fon  of  a  Pharifee,  and  brought  up  at 
the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  one  that  was  fo  deeply  in- 
terefted,  and  an  accelfary  in  the  perfecutbn  of 
another  religion,  juft  then  newly  come  up  ;  —  a 
Religion  to  which  his  whole  feft^  as  well  as  him- 
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felf,  had  been  always  the  bittereft  and  rnoft  iiive^ 
terate  enemieSj  and  were  conftantly  upbraided  as 
fuch  by  the  firft  founder  of  it ;  -  -  that  a  perfon 
fo  befet  and  hemm'd  in  with  interefts  and  preju- 
dices Oil  all  fideSj  ftiould  after  all  turn  profelyte 
to  the  very  religion  he  had  hated  !  —  a  religion 
too,  under  the  rnoft  univerfal  contempt  of  any 
then  in  the  world, »—  the  chiefs  and  leaders  of  it 
raen  of  the  loweft  birth  and  education,  without 
any  advantages  of  parts  or  learning,  or  other  en- 
dowments to  recommend  them  :  —  that  he 
ihould  quit  and  abandon  all  his  former  privileges, 
to  become  merely  a  fellow-labourer  with  thefe^ 
. —  that  lie  ftiould  give  up  the  reputation  he  had 
acquired  amongft  his  brethren  by  the  ftiidy  and 
labours  of  a  whole  life ;  —  that  he  fhould  give 
up  his  friends,  —  his  relations  and  family,  from 
whom  he  eftranged  and  banilhed  himfelf  for  life ; 
—  this  was  an  event  fo  very  extraordinary,  fo  odd 
and  unaccountable,  —  that  it  might  well  con- 
found the  minds  of  men  to  anfwer  for  it,  —  It 
was  not  to  be  accounted  for  upon  the  common 
rules  and  meafures  of  proceeding  in  human  life. — 
The  apoftle,  therefore,  fince  no  one  elfe  could 
do  it  fo  w^ell  for  him,  comes  in  this  chapter,  to 
give  an  explanation  why  he  had  thus  forfaken  fo 
many  worldly  advantages,  —  which  was  owing 
to  a  greater  and  more  unconquerable  affection  to 
a  better  and  more  valuable  intereft,  that  in  the 
poor  perfecuted  faith,  —  which  he  had  once  re- 
proached and  deftroyedj  —  he  had  now  found 
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inch  a  fulnefs  of  divine  grace,  —  fuch  unfathom- 
able depths  of  God's  infinite  mercy  and  love 
towards  mankind,  that  he  could  think  nothing 
too  much  to  part  with  in  order  to  his  embracing 
Chriftianity  ;  —  nay,  he  accounted  all  things 
but  lofs,  —  that  is,  lefs  than  nothing,  for  the 
excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

The  Apoflle,  ^fter  this  apology  for  himfeif, 
proceeds,  in  the  fecond  verfe  before  the  text,  to 
give  a  very  different  reprefentation  of  the  world* 
ly  views  and  fenfual  principles  of  other  pretend- 
ing teachers,  —  who  had  fet  themfelves  up  as  an 
example  for  men  to  w^alk  by,  againft  whom  he 
renews  this  caution  ;  — ^  For  many  walk,  of  whom 
I  have  told  you  often,  and  now  tell  you  even 
weeping,  that  they  arq  the  enemies  to  the  crofs  of 
Chrift,  —  whofe  end  is  deftru£tion,  whofe  God 
13  their  belly,  and  whofe  glory  is  in  their  fliame, 
who  mind  earthly  things,  —  ^^co^awjfc,  —  relifli 
them,  making  them  the  only  objed  of  their 
Vv^ifhes,  taking  aim  at  nothing  better,  and  nothing 
higher,  —  but  our  converfation,  fays  he  in  the 
text,  is  in  heaven.  We  Chriftians,  who  have 
embraced  a  perfecuted  faith,  are  governed  by 
other  confiderations,  —  have  greater  and  nobler 
views  ;  here  we  confider  ourfelves  only  as  pil« 
grims  and  ftrangers.  —  Our  home  is  in  another 
country,  where  we  are  continually  tending  ;  there 
our  hearts  and  affeftions  are  placed  ;  and  when 
the  few  days  of  our  pilgrimage  lhall  be  over, 
there  fhall  we  return,  where  a  quiet  habitation  and 
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a  perpetual  reft  is  defigned  and  prepared  for  us 
for  even  —  Our  converfation  is  in  heaven,  from 
whence,  fays  he,  we  alfo  look  for  the  Saviour,  the 
JLcrd  Jefus  Chrift,  v/ho  fhall  change  our  vile 
body,  that  it  may  be  fafnioned  like  unto  his  glori- 
ous body,  according  to  the  working  whereby  he 
is  able  to  fubdue  all  things  unto  him.  —  It  is  obfer- 
vable,  that  St.  Peter  reprefents  the  ftate  of  Chrif- 
tians  under  the  fame  image,  of  ftrangers  on 
earth,  whofe  city  and  proper  home  is  heaven  :  — 
he  makes  ufe  of  that  relation  of  citizens  of  hea- 
ven, as  a  ftrong  argument  for  a  pure  and  holy 
life,  —  befeeching  them  as  pilgrims  and  ftrangers 
here^  as  men  whofe  interefts  and  connexions  are 
of  fo  fliort  a  date,  and  fo  trifling  a  nature,  —  to 
abftain  from  flefhly  lufts,  which  war  againft  the 
foul,  that  is,  unfit  it  for  its  heavenly  country,  and 
give  it  a  difrelifli  to  the  enjoyment  of  that  pure 
and  fpiritualized  happinefs,  of  which  that  religion 
muft  conftft,  wherein  there  ftiall  in  no  wife  enter 
any  thing  that  defileth,  neither  whatfoever  work^ 
eth  abomination.  — ^^The  Apoftle  tells  us,  th^t 
without  holinefs  no  man  ftiall  fee  God ;  —  by 
which  no  doubt  he  means,  that  2.  virtuous  life  is 
the  only  medium  of  happinefs  and  terms  of  fal- 
vation,  which  can  only  give  us  admiflion  into 
heaven.  • —  But  fome  of  our  divines  carry  the  af- 
fertion  further,  that  without  holinefs,  —  without 
fome  previous  fimilitude  wrought  in  the  faculties 
of  the  mand,  correfponding  with  the  nature  of  the 
pureft  of  beings,  who  is  to  be  the  objed  of  our 
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fruition  hereafter  —  that  it  is  not  morally  only, 
but  phyfically  impoffible  for  it  to  be  happy,  — > 
and  that  an  impure  and  polkited  foul  is  not  only 
unworthy  of  fo  pure  a  prefence  as  the  fpirit  of 
God,  but  even  incapable  of  enjoying  it,  could  it 
be  admitted. 

And  here,  not  to  feign  a  long  hypothefis,  as 
fome  have  done,  of  a  finner's  being  admitted  into 
heaven,  with  a  particular  defcription  of  his  condi- 
tion and  behaviour  there,  -—  we  need  only  confi- 
der,  that  the  fupreme  good,  like  any  other  good,  * 
is  of  a  relative  nature,  and  confequently  the  en- 
joyment of  it  muft  require  fome  qualification  in 
the  faculty,  as  well  as  the  enjoyment  of  any  other 
good  does ;  —  there  muft  be  fomething  antece- 
dent in  the  difpofition  and  temper,  which  will 
render  that  good  a  good  to  that  individual, 
otherwife  though  (it  is  true)  it  may  be  pofTeiTed, 
—  yet  it  never  can  be  enjoyed.  — — - 

Preach  to  a  voluptuous  epicure,  who  knows  of 
no  other  happinefs  in  this  world  but  what  arifes 
from  good  eating  and  drinking  ;  —  fach  a  one, 
in  the  Apoftle's  language,  whofe  God  was  his 
belly  ;  —  preach  to  him  of  the  abftrafliions  of  the 
foul,  tell  of  its  flights,  and  brilker  motion  in  the 
pure  regions  of  immenfity  ;  —  reprefent  to  him 
that  faints  and  angels  eat  not,  —  but  that  the 
fpirit  of  a  man  lives  for  ever  upon  wifdom  and 
holinefs,  and  heavenly  contemplations  :  —  why, 
the  only  effeQ:  v/ould  be,  that  the  fat  glutton 
w^ould  ftare  a  while  upon  the  preacher,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  fall  faft  alleep*  —  No  ;  if  you  would 
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catch  his  attention,  and  make  him  take  in  your 
difcourfe  greedily,  —  you  mufl  preach  to  him 
out  of  the  Alcoran,  —  talk  of  the  raptures  of 
fenfual  enjoyments,  and  of  the  pleafures  of  the 
perpetual  feafling,  which  Mahomet  has  defcribed; 
—  there  you  touch  upon  a  note  which  awakens  and 
fmks  into  the  inmoft  reeeffes  of  his  foul ;  — with- 
out which,  difcourfe  as  wifely  and  abftraftedly  ab 
you  will  of  heaven,  your  reprefentations  of  it, 
however  glorious  and  exalted,  will  pafs  like  th'fe 
fongs  of  melody  over  an  ear  incapable  of  difcern^ 
ing  the  diftin£lion  of  founds. 

We  fee,  even  in  the  common  intercourfes  of 
fociety,  —  how  tedious  it  is  to  be  in  the  company 
of  a  perfon  whofe  humour  is  difagreeable  to  our 
own,  though  perhaps  in  all  other  refpefts  of  the 
greateft  worth  and  excellency.  —  How  then  can 
we  imagine  that  an  ill-difpofed  foul,  whofe  con-^- 
verfation  never  reached  to  heaven,  but  whofe  ap- 
petites and  defires,  to  the  laft  hour,  have  grovelFd 
upon  this  unclean  fpot  of  earth ;  - —  how  can  we 
imagine  it  Ihould  hereafter  take  pleafare  in  God, 
or  be  able  to  tafte  joy  or  fatlsfadion  from  his  pre- 
fence,  who  is  fo  infinitely  pure  that  he  even 
putteth  no  truft  in  his  faints, — nor  are  the  heavens 
themfelves  (as  Job  fays)  clean  in  his  fight  ?  — 
The  confideration  of  this  has  led  fome  writers  fo 
far  as  to  fay,  with  fome  degree  of  irreverence  in 
the  expreffion,  —  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
God  to  make  a  wicked  man  happy,  if  the  foui 
was  feparated  from  the  body,  with  all  its  vicious 
habits  and  inclinations  unreformed  j  —  which 
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thought  a  very  able  divine  in  our  church  has  pur- 
iued  fo  far  as  to  declare  his  belief,  —  that  could 
the  happieft  manfion  in  heaven  be  fuppofed  to  be 
allotted  to  a  grofs  and  polluted  fpirit,  it  would  be 
fo  far  from  being  happy  in  it,  that  it  would  do 
penance  there  to  all  eternity  :  —  by  which  he 
meant,  it  would  carry  fuch  appetites  along  with 
it,  for  which  there  could  be  found  no  fuitable 
objefts.  —  A  fufficient  caufe  for  conftant  tor- 
ment ;  —  for  thofe  that  it  found  there  would 
be  fo  difproportioned,  that  they  would  rather  vex 
and  upbraid  it,  than  fatisfy  its  wants.  —  This,  it  is 
true,  is  mere  fpeculation  , —  and  what  concerns 
us  not  to  know ;  — •  it  being  enough  for  our 
purpofe,  that  fuch  an  experiment  is  never  likely 
to  be  tried,  —  that  we  ftand  upon  different  terms 
with  God,  —  that  a  virtuous  life  is  the  founda- 
tion of  all  our  happinefs,  —  that  as  God  has  no 
pleafure  in  wickednefs,  neither  fliall  any  evil  dwell 
with  him  ;  —  and  that,  if  we  expeft  our  happi- 
nefs to  be  in  heaven,  we  muft  have  our  converfa*- 
tion  in  heaven,  whilft  upon  earth,  make  it  the 
frequent  fubjeft  of  our  thoughts  and  medita- 
tions, let  every  ftep  we  take  tend  that  way,  — 
every  aftion  of  our  lives  be  conduced  by  that 
great  mark  of  the  prize  of  our  high  calling, 
forgetting  thofe  things  which  are  behind  ;  —  for- 
getting this  world,  —  difengaging  our  thoughts 
and  affe&ions  from  it,  and  thereby,  transforming 
them  to  the  hkenefs  of  what  we  hope  to  be  here- 
after. —  How  can  we  exped  the  inheritance  of 
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the  faints  of  light,  upon  other  terms  than  what 

they  themfelves  obtained  it  ?  

Can  that  body  expeO:  to  rife  and  fhine  in  glory^ 
that  is  a  Have  to  luft^  or  dies  in  the  fiery  purfuit 
of  an  impure  defire  ?  Can  that  heart  ever  be« 
come  the  lightfome  feat  of  peace  and  joy,  that 
burns  hot  a's  an  oven  with  anger,  rage,  envy, 
lull,  and  ftrife,  full  of  wicked  imaginations,  fet 
only  to  devife  and  entertain  evil  ? 

Can  that  flefli  appear  in  the  laft  day  and  inhe- 
rit the  kingdom  of  Heaven  in  the  glorified 
ftrength  of  perpetual  youth,  that  is  now  clearly 
confumed  in  intemperance,  finks  in  the  furfeit  of 
continual  drunkennefs  and  gluttony,  and  then 
tumbles  into  the  grave,  and  almoft  pollutes  the 
ground  that  is  under  it  ?  —  Can  we  reafonably 
fuppofe  that  head  ftiall  ever  wear  or  become  the 
crown  of  righteoufnefs  and  peace,  in  w^hich 
dwells  nothing  but  craft  and  avarice,  deceit  and 
fraud  and  treachery,  —  which  is  always  plodding 
upon  v/orldly  defigns,  racked  with  ambition,  — 

rent  afunder  with  difcord  ever  delighting  in 

mifchief  to  others,  and  unjuft  advantages  to  itfelf  ? 
—  Shall  that  tongue  which  is  the  glory  of  a  man 
when  rightly  direfted,  —  be  ever  fet  to  Code's 
heavenly  praifes,  and  warble  forth  the  harmonies 
of  the  blelTed,  that  is  now  full  of  curfing  and 
bitternefs,  back-biting  and  llander,.  under  which 
is  ungodlinefs  and  vanity  and  the  poifon  of  afps  ? 

Can  it  enter  into  our  hearts  even  to  hope,, 
that  thofe  hands  can  ever  receive  the  reward 
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of  righteoufnefs,  that  are  full  of  blood,  laden 
with  the  wages  of  iniquity,  of  theft,  rapine,  vio- 
lence, extortion,  or  other  unlawful  gain  ?  or  that 
thofe  feet  fhall  ever  be  beautiful  upon  the  moun- 
tains of  light  and  joy,  that  were  never  fliod  for 
the  preparation  of  the  gofpel,  — ■  that  have  run 
quite  out  of  the  way  of  God's  word  —  and  made 
hafte  only  to  do  evil  ?  —  No  furely.  —  In  this 
fenfe,  —  he  that  is  unjuft,  let  him  be  unjuft  ftill, 
and  he  which  is  filthy,  let  him  be  filthy  ftill. 

How  inconfiftent  the  whole  body  of  fin  is  with 
the  glories  of  the  celeftial  body  that  fliall  be  re-» 
vealed  hereafter,  —  and  that  in  proportion  as 
we  fix  the  reprefentation  of  thefe  glories  upon 
our  minds,  and  in  the  more  numerous  particu- 
lars we  do  it,  —  the  ftronger  the  neceffity  as  well 
as  perfuafion  to  deny  ourfelves  all  ungodlinefs 
and  worldly  lufts,  to  live  foberly,  righteoufly,  and 
godly  in  this  prefent  world,  as  the  only  way  to 
entitle  us  to  that  bleffednefs  fpoken  of  in  the  Re- 
velations —  of  thofe  who  do  his  commandments, 
and  have  a  right  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  lliall  enter 
into  the  gates  of  the  city  of  the  living  God, 
the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  and  to  an  innumerable 
company  of  angels  —  to  the  general  alTem- 
bly  and  church  of  the  firft-born,  that  are  written 
in  heaven,  and  to  God  the  judge  of  all,  and  to  the 
fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfe£l,  —  who  have 
wafhed  their  robes  and  made  them  white  in  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb. 

VOL,  III.  c  c  May 
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May  God  give  us  grace  to  live  under  the  per^ 
petual  influePxce  of  this  expectation,  —  that  by 
the  habitual  impreffion  of  thefe  glories  upon  out' 
imaginations,  and  the  frequent  fending  forth  our 
thoughts  and  employing  them  on  the  other  world 
—  we  may  difentangle  them  from  this,  —  and 
by  fo  having  our  converfation  in  heaven  whilft 
we  are  here,  we  may  be  thought  fit  inhabitants 
for  it  hereafter,  —  that  when  God  at  the  lafl  day 
fliali  come  with  thoufands  and  ten  thoufands  of 
his  faints  to  judge  the  world,  me  may  enter  with 
them  into  happinefs,  and  with  angels  and  arch-^ 
angels,  and  all  the  company  of  heaven,  we  may 
praife  and  magnify  his  glorious  name^  and  enjoy 
bis  prefence  for  ever. 


(   387  ) 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  WORLD, 

2  PETER,  III.  n. 

Seeing,  then,  that  all  thefe  things  fliall  be  diflblved,  —  what 
manner  of  perfons  ought  ye  to  be  in  all  holy  converfation 
^ttd  golinefs  ?  looking  and  liaftening  unto  the  coming  cf 
God. 

'^F^HE  fubjefl:  upon  which  St.  Peter  is  difccmr« 
J-  fing  in  this  chapter,  is  the  certainty  of 
Chrift's  coming  to  judge  the  world  ;  —  and  the 
words  of  the  text  are  the  moral  application  he 
draws  from  the  reprefentation  he  gives  of  it,  — 
in  which,  in  anfwer  to  the  cavils  of  the  fcoffers 
in  the  latter  days,  concerning  the  delay  of  his  co« 
ming,  he  tells  themj  that  God  is  not  flack  con-* 
cerning  his  promifes,  as  fome  men  count  flaek- 
nefs,  but  is  long  fuffering  to  us  ward  ;  —  that 
"  the  day  of  the  Lord  will  come  as  a  thief  in  the 
night,  in  which  the  heavens  fhall  pafs  away 
"  with  a  great  noife,  and  the  elements  fliall  mek 
"  with  fervent  heat  ;  the  earth  alfo,  and  the 
works  that  are  therein  fhall  be  burnt  up.'*  — 
Seeing  then,  fays  he,  all  thefe  things  (hall  be 
dilTolved,  what  manner  of  perfons  ought  ye  to  be 
in  all  holy  converfation  and  godlinefs  ?  —  The 
inference  is  unavoidable,  —  at  leaft  in  theoryj^ 
however  it  fails  in  praftice ;  —  how  widely  thefe 
two  differ  I  intend  to  make  the  fubje3:  of  this 
difcourfe ;  and  though  it  is  a  melancholy  com-* 
parifon,  to  confider,  '  what  manner  of  perfons 
c  c  2  '  we 
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^  we  really  are, '  with  ^  what  manner  of  perfons 
we  ought  to  bcj '  yet  as  the  knowledge  of  the 
one  is  at  leaft  one  ftep  towards  the  improvement 
In  the  other,  —  the  parallel  will  not  be  thought 
to  want  its  ufe. 

Give  me  leave,  therefore,  in  the  flrft  place^ 
to  recal  to  your  obfervations,  what  kind  of  world 
it  is  we  live  in,  and  what  manner  of  perfons  we 
really  are. 

Secondly,  and  in  oppofition  to  this,  I  fhall 
make  ufe  of  the  apoftle's  argument,  and  from  a 
brief  reprefentation  of  the  Chriftian  religion^ 
and  the  obligations  it  lays  upon  us,  fhew,  what 
manner  of  perfons  we  ought  to  be  in  all  holj 
converfation  and  godlinefs,  looking  for  and  haf- 
tening  unto  the  coming  of  the  day  of  God, 

Whoever  takes  a  view  of  the  world,  will,  I 
fear,  be  able  to  difcern  but  very  faint  marks  of 
this  character,  either  upon  the  looks  or  adions 
©f  its  inhabitants.  —  Of  all  the  ends  and  pur- 
fuits  we  are  looking  for,  and  haftening  unto,  — 
this  would  be  the  leaft  fufpefted,  —  for,  without 
running  into  that  old  declamatory  cant  upon  the 
wickednefs  of  the  age,  —  we  may  fay  within  the 
bounds  of  truth,  ~  that  there  is  as  little  influ- 
ence from  this  principle  which  the  apoftle  lays 
ftrefs  on,  and  as  little  fenfe  of  religion,  —  as  fmali 
a  fliare  of  virtue  (at  leaft  as  little  of  the  appear- 
ance of  it)  as  can  be  fuppofed  to  exift  at  all  in  a 
country  where  it  is  countenanced  by  the  ftate.  — 
The  degeneracy  of  the  times  has  been  the  com- 
mon 
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mon  complaint  of  many  ages  :  —  how  much 
we  exceed  our  forefathers  in  this,  is  known  alone 
to  that  God  who  trieth  the  hearts.  —  But  this  we 
may  be  allowed  to  urge  in  their  favour,  they 
ftudied  at  leaft  to  preferve  the  appearance  of  vir- 
tue ;  —  public  vice  was  branded  with  public  iit- 
famy,  and  obliged  to  hide  its  head  in  privacy  and 
retirement.  The  fervice  of  God  was  regularly 
attended,  and  religion  not  expofed  to  the  re- 
proaches of  the  fcorner. 

How  the  cafe  ftands  with  us  at  prefent  in  each 
of  thefe  particulars,  it  is  grievous  to  report,  and 
perhaps  unacceptable  to  religion  herfelf ;  yet  as 
this  is  a  feafon  wherein  it  is  fit  we  fliould  be  told 
of  our  faults,  let  us  for  a  moment  impartially 
confider  the  articles  of  this  charge. 

And  firft,  concerning  the  great  article  of  reli« 
gion,  and  the  influence  it  has  at  prefent  upoii 
the  lives  and  behaviour  of  the  prefent  times  ;  ~ 
concerning  which  I  have  faid,  that  if  we  are  to 
truft  appearances,  there  is  as  little  as  can  well  be 
fuppofed  to  exift  at  all  in  a  Chriftian  country* 
Here  I  fliall  fpare  exclamations,  and,  avoiding  all 
common-place  railing  upon  the  fubjeft,  confine 
myfelf  to  fads,  fuch  as  every  one  who  looks  into 
the  world,  and  makes  any  obfervations  at  all,  will 
vouch  for  me. 

Now  whatever  are  the  degrees  of  real  religion 
amongft  us,  —  whatever  they  are,  the  appear- 
ances are  ftrong  againft  the  charitable  fide  of  the 
queftion.  — 

€  C  If 
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If  religion  is  any  where  to  be  found,  one  would 
think  it  would  be  amongfl  thofe  of  the  higher 
rank  in  life,  whofe  education,  and  opportunities 
of  knowing  its  gre^t  irnportance,  fhould  have 
brought  them  over  to  its  intereft,  and  rendered 
them  as  firm  in  the  defence  of  it,  as  eminent  in  its 
example,  -r-  But  if  you  examine  the  fad,  you 
v/ili  almoft  find  it  a  teft  of  a  politer  education,  and 
mark  of  more  fhining  parts,  to  know  nothing, 
and,  indeed,  care  nothing  at  all  about  it :  —  or., 
if  the  fubjeft  happens  to  engage  the  attention  of 
a  few  of  the  jnore  fprightly  w^its,  —  that  it  ferves 
no  other  purpofe  but  that  of  being  made  merry 
at,  and  of  being  referved  as  a  {landing  jeft,  to  en- 
liven difcourfe,  when  convejfation  fickens  upon 
their  hands*  -r- 

This  is  too  fore  an  evil  not  to  be  obferved 
lamongft  perfons  of  all  ages,  in  what  is  called 
higher  Kfe ;  and  fo  early  does  the  contempt  of 
this  great  concern  begin  to  fliew  itfelf —  that  it 
is  no  uncommon  thing  to  hear  perfons  difputing 
againfl  religiorj,  aiid  raifmg  cavils  againfl  the 
Bible,  at  an  age  when  feme  of  them  would  be 
hard  fet  to  read  a  chapter  in  it.  —  And  I  may 
add,  of  thofe  whpfe  fliock  in  knowledge  is  fomer 
what  larger,  th^t  for  the  rncfi:  part  it  has  fcarce 
any  other  foundation  to  reft  on  but  the  finking 
credit  of  traditional  and  fecond-hand  objeftions 
againft  revelation,  which,  had  they  leifure  to  read, 
they  would  find  anfwered  and'  confuted  a  thou- 
f^nd  times  oVer^  —  But  this  by  the  way.  — 

If 
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if  ive  take  a  view  of  the  public  warfliip  of  Al- 
mighty God,  and  obferve  in  what  manner  it  is 
reverenced  by  perfons  in  this  rank  of  Hfe,  whofe 
duty  it  is  to  fet  an  example  to  the  poor  and  ig- 
norant, \ye  {hall  find  concurring  evidence  upon 
this  melancholy  argument  « —  of  a  general  want 
of  all  outward  demonftration  of  a  fenfe  of  our 
duty  towards  God,  as  if  religion  was  a  bufinefs 
fit  only  to  employ  tradefmen  and  mechanics  — 
and  the  falvation  of  our  fouls,  a  concern  utterly 
below  the  confideration  of  a  perfon  of  figure  and 
i:onfequence. 

I  fliall  fay  nothing  at  prefent  of  the  lower 
ranks  of  mankind  —  though  they  have  not  yet 
got  intq  the  fafhion  of  laughmg  at  religion,  and 
treating  it  with  fcorn  and  contempt^  and  I  be- 
lieve are  too  ferious  a  fet  of  creatures  ever  tp 
come  into  it  ;  yet  we  are  not  to  imagine  but  that 
the  contempt  it  is  held  in  by  thofe  whofe  exam- 
ples they  are  apt  to  imitate,  will  in  time  utterly 
|hake  their  principles,  and  render  them,  if  not  a^ 
prophane,  at  leaft  as  corrupt  their  betters.  — - 
When  this  event  happens  —  ai:^d  we  begin  to  feel 
the  effefts  of  it  in  our  dealings  with  them,  thofe 
who  have  done  the  mifchief  will  find  the  necef- 
fity  at  laft  qf  turning  religious  in  their  own  de- 
fence, and,  for  wai^t  of  a  better  principle,  to  fet 
an  example  of  piety  and  good  morals  for  theiif 
own  intereft  and  convenience* 

Thus  much  for  the  languifliing  ftate  of  religion 
ia  the  prefent  age  j  —  in  virtue  and  good  morale 
c  c  4  perhaps 
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perhaps  the  account  may  ftand  higher.  ■ 
Let  us  inquire  

And  here  I  acknowledge,  that  an  unexperien- 
ced man,  who  heard  how  loudly  we  all  talked  in 
behalf  of  virtue  and  moral  honefty,  and  how  un- 
animous we  were  all  in  our  cry  againft  vicious 
charafters  of  all  denominations,  w^ould  be  apt 
haftily  to  conclude,  that  the  whole  world  was  in 
an  uproar  about  it  —  and  that  there  was  fo  ge- 
neral a  horror  and  deteftation  of  vice  amongft  us, 
that  mankind  were  all  affociating  together  to  hunt 
it  out  of  the  world,  and  give  it  no  quarter.  — ' 
This  I  own  would  be  a  natural  conclufion  for 
any  one  who  only  trufted  his  ears  upon  this  fub« 
jecl.  —  But  as  matter  of  faft  is  allowed  better 
evidence  than  hearfay  —  let  us  fee  in  the  prefent 
how  the  one  cafe  is  contradicted  by  the  other.  — 

However  vehement  we  approve  ourfelves  in 
difcourfe  againft  vice  —  I  believe  no  one  is  ig- 
norant that  the  reception  it  adually  meets  with 
is  very  different  —  the  conduft  and  behaviour 
of  the  world  is  fo  oppofite  to  their  language,  and 
all  we  hear  fo  contradifted  by  what  we  fee,  as 
to  leave  little  room  to  queftion  which  fenfe 
we  are  to  truft.  — — 

Look,  I  befeech  you,  amongft  thofe  whofe 
higher  ftations  are  made  a  ftielter  for  the  liberties 
they  take,  you  will  fee,  that  no  man's  character 
is  fo  infamous,  nor  any  woman's  fo  abandoned,  as 
no^  ^  ^  be  vifited  and  admitted  freely  into  all  com* 

Aes,  and  if  the  party  can  pay  for  it,  even  pub- 

licly 
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licly  to  be  courted,  carefTed,  and  flattered.  —  If 
this  will  not  overthrow  the  credit  of  our  virtue, 
—  take  a  fliort  view  of  the  general  decay  of  it 
from  the  fafhionable  excelTes  of  the  age,  —  in 
favour  of  which  there  feems  to  be  formed  fo 
ftrong  a  party,  that  a  man  of  fobriety,  tempe- 
rance, and  regularity,  fcarce  knows  how  to  ac- 
commodate himfelf  to  the  fociety  he  lives  in,  — 
and  is  oft  as  much  at  a  lofs  how  and  where  to  dif- 
pofe  of  himfelf ;  —  and  unlefs  you  fuppofe  a 
mixture  of  conflancy  in  his  temper,  it  is  great 
odds  but  fuch  a  one  would  be  ridiculed,  and 
laughed  out  of  his  fcruples  and  his  virtue  at  the 
fame  time :  —  to  fay  nothing  of  occafional  riot- 
ing, chambering,  and  wantonnefs.  —  Confider 
how  many  public  markets  are  eflabHflied  mere- 
ly for  the  fale  of  virtue,  —  where  the  manner 
of  going  too  fadly  indicates  the  intention  ;  —  and 
the  difguife  each  is  under,  not  only  gives  power 
fafely  to  drive  on  the  bargain,  but  too  often 
tempts  to  carry  it  into  execution  too.  — 

The  fmning  under  difguife,  I  own,  feems  to 
carry  fome  appearance  of  a  fecret  homage  to  vir- 
tue and  decorum,  and  might  be  acknowledged  as 
fuch,  was  it  not  the  only  public  inftance  the 
world  feems  to  give  of  it.  In  other  cafes,  a  jufl 
fenfe  of  fliame  feems  a  matter  of  fo  little  concern, 
that  inftead  of  any  regularity  of  behaviour,  you 
fee  thoufands  who  are  tired  with  the  very  form 
of  it,  and  who  at  length  have  even  thrown  the 
mafli  of  it  afide,  as  a  ufelefs  piece  of  incumbrance^ 

—  This 
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»—  This  I  believe  will  need  no  evidence,  it  is  too 
evidently  feen  in  the  open  liberties  taken  every 
day,  in  defiance  (not  to  fay  of  religion,  but)  of 
decency  and  common  good  manners ;  fo  that 
It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  behold  vices  which 
heretofore  were  committed  only  in  dark  corners, 
now  openly  ftiew  their  face  in  broad  day,  and  oft^ 
times  with  fuch  an  air  of  triumph,  as  if  the  party 
thought  he  was  doing  himfelf  honour,  —  or  that 
he  thought  the  deluding  an  unhappy  creature^ 
and  the  keeping  her  in  a  ftate  of  guilt,  was  as  ne^ 
ceffary  a  piece  of  grandeur  as  the  keeping  an- 
equipage,  —  and  did  him  as  much  credit  as  any 
other  appendage  pf  his  fortune, 

If  we  pafs  on  from  the  vices  to  the  indecorums 
of  the  age  (which  is  a  fofter  name  for  vices),  you 
will  fcarce  fee  any  thing,  in  what  is  called  higher 
life,  but  what  befpeaks  a  general  relaxation  of  all 
order  and  difcipline,  in  which  our  opinions  as 
well  as  manners  feem  to  be  fet  loofe  from  all  re- 
flraints  ;  —  and  in  truth,  from  all  ferious  reflec- 
tions too :  —  and  one  may  venture  to  fay,  that 
gaming  and  extravagance  to  the  utter  ruin  of  the 
great^ft  eftates,  —  minds  difiipated  with  diver- 
fions,  and  heads  giddy  with  a  perpetual  rotation 
of  them,  are  the  moft  general  charatlers  to  be 
met  with  ;  and  though  one  would  expeft,  that 
at  leaft  the  more  folemn  feafons  of  the  year,  fet 
apart  for  the  contemplation  of  Chrift's  fufl^erings, 
fliould  givefome  check  and  interruption,  to  them, 
yet  what  appearance  is  there  ever  amongft  us, 

thsit 


SERMON  XXX. 


395 


fhat  It  is  fo  ;  —  what  one  ^iteration  does  it  make 
in  the  courfe  of  things  ?  Is  not  the  doftrine  of 
mortification  infulted  by  the  fame  luxury  of  en-? 
tertainments  at  our  tables  ?  —  is  not  the  fame 
order  of  diverfions  perpetually  returning,  and 
fcarce  any  thing  elfe  thought  of  ?  —  does  not 
the  fame  levity  in  drefs,  as  well  as  difcourfe,  fliew 
itfelf  in  perfons  of  all  ages  ?  I  fay  of  all  ageSj  for 
it  is  no  fmall  aggravation  of  the  corruption  of  our 
tnorals,  that  age,  which  by  its  authority  was  once 
able  to  frown  youth  into  fobriety  and  better  man- 
ners, and  keep  them  within  bounds,  feems  but 
too  often  to  lead  the  way,  —  and  by  their  unfea- 
fonable  example  give  a  countenance  to  folhes  and 
weaknefs,  which  youth  is  but  too  apt  to  run  into 
without  fuch  a  recommendation.  —  Surely  age, 
—  which  is  but  one  remove  from  death,  fliould 
have  nothing  about  it  but  what  looks  like  a  de- 
cent preparation  for  it.  —  In  purer  times  it  was 
the  cafe,  —  but  now,  —  grey  hairs  themfelves 
fcarce  ever  appear,  but  in  the  high  mode  and 
flaunting  garb  of  youth,  —  with  heads  as  full  of 
pleafure,-and  clothes  as  ridiculoufly,  and  as  m.uch 
in  the  fafhion,  as  the  perfon  who  wears  them  is 
ufually  grov/n  out  of  it  ;  — -  upon  which  article 
give  me  leave  to  make  a  fliort  refleftion ;  which 
is  this,  that  whenever  the  eldefh  equal  the  young- 
eft  in  the  vanity  of  their  drefs,  there  is  no  reafon 
to  be  given  for  it,  but  that  they  equal  them,  if 
not  furpafs  them,  in  the  vanity  of  their  defires.  ~ 
But  this  by  the  bye.  — 

Though 


396  SERMON  XXX. 

Though  in  truth  the  obfervation  falls  in  with  the 
main  intention  of  this  difcourfe,  —  which  is  not 
framed  to  flatter  our  follies^  or  touch  them  with 
a  light  hand,  but  plainly  to  point  them  out ;  that 
by  recalling  to  your  mind,  what  manner  of  per- 
fons  we  really  are,  I  might  better  lead  you  to  the 
apoflle's  inference,  of  what  manner  of  perfons 
ye  ought  to  be  in  all  holy  converfation  and  god- 
linefs  ;  looking  for,  and  haftening  unto,  the  co- 
ming of  the  day  of  God.  — 

The  apoftle  in  the  concluding  verfe  of  this  ar- 
gument, exhorts,  that  they  who  look  for  fuch 
things  be  diligent,  that  they  be  found  of  him  in 
peace,  without  fpot,  and  blamelefs  ;  —  and  one 
may  conclude  with  him,  that  if  the  hopes  or  fears, 
either  the  reafon  or  the  paflions  of  men  are  to  be 
wrought  upon  at  all,  it  muft  be  from  the  force 
and  influence  of  this  awakening  confideration  in 
the  text.  —  "  That  all  thefe  things  fliall  be  dif- 
folved  —  that  this  vain  and  perifliable  fcene 
muft  change,  that  we  who  now  tread  the  fliage, 
mufl:  fliortly  be  fummoned  away  ;  —  that  we  are 
creatures  but  of  a  day,  hafliening  unto  the  place 
from  whence  we  fliall  return'  no  more  ;  —  that 
whilfl:  we  are  here,  —  our  condud  and  behaviour 
is  minutely  obferved  ;  —  that  there  is  a  Being 
about  our  paths  and  about  our  beds,  whofe  om- 
nifcient  eye  fpies  out  all  our  ways,  and  takes  a 
faithful  record  of  all  the  paflTages  of  our  lives  ; 
—  that  thefe  volumes  fhall  be  produced  and  open- 
ed, and  men  fhall  be  judged  out  of  the  things  that 
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are  written  in  them  ;  — that  without  refped  of 
perfons,  we  fhall  be  made  accountable  for  our 
thoughts,  our  words  and  anions,  to  this  greateft; 
and  bed  of  Beings,  before  whofe  judgment-feat 
we  muft  finally  appear,  and  receive  the  things 
done  in  the  body,  whether  they  are  good  or  whe- 
ther they  are  bad.  — 

That  to  add  to  the  terror  of  it,  —  this  day  of 
the  Lord  will  come  upon  us  like  a  thief  in  the 

night  ;  —  of  that  hour  no  one  knoweth  :  « 

that  we  are  not  fure  of  its  being  fufpended  one  day 
or  one  hour  ;  or,  what  is  the  fame  cafe,  —  that 
we  are  {landing  upon  the  edge  of  a  precipice  with 
nothing  but  the  fmgle  thread  of  human  life  to 
hold  us  up  ;  —  and  that  if  we  fail  unprepared  in 
this  thoughtlefs  ftate,  v/e  are  loft^  and  muft  perifti 
for  evermore.  — 

What  manner  of  perfons  we  ought  to  be,  upon 
thefe  principles  of  our  religion,  St.  Peter  has  told 
us,  in  all  holy  converfation  and  godlinefs  5  — 
and  I  fhall  only  remind,  how  different  a  frame 
of  mind,  the  looking  for  and  haftening  unto  the 
coming  of  God,  under  fuch  a  life,  is,  from  that 
of  fpending  our  days  in  vanity,  and  our  years  in 
pleafure.  — 

Give  me  leave,  therefore  to  conclude  in  that 
merciful  warning,  which  our  Saviour^  the  Judge 
himfelf,  hath  given  us  at  the  clofe  of  -  the  fame 
exhortation.  — - 

Take  heed  to  ycurfelves,  left  at  any  time  your 
hearts  be  over-charged  with  furfeiting  and  drunk- 
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ennefsj  and  the  cares  of  this  life  ;  —  and  fo  thaf 
day  come  upon  you  unawares  ;  —  for  as  a 
fnare  fhall  it  come  upon  all  that  dwell  cn  the  face 
of  the  whole  earth.  —  Watch  therefore,  and 
pray  alvvays,  that  ye  may  be  accounted  worthy 
to  efcape  all  thefe  things  that  fhall  come  to  pafs, 
and  to  (land  before  the  Son  of  man.  Which 
may  God  of  his  mercy  grant,  through  Jefu^ 
Chrift.  Amen. 
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ACTS   III,  12. 

And  when  Peter  faw  it,  he  anfwered  unto  the  people,  Ye 
men  of  Ifrael,  why  marvel  ye  at  this  ?  or  why  look  ye  fo 
earneftly  on  us,  as  though  by  our  own  power  or  holinefs 
we  had  made  this  man  to  walk  ? 

THESE  words,  as  the  text  tells  us,  were 
fpoke  by  St,  Peter,  on  the  occafion  of  his 
miraculous  cure  of  the  lame  man,  who  was  laid 
at  the  gate  of  the  temple,  and,  in  the  beginning 
of  this  chapter,  had  alked  an  alms  of  St.  Peter 
and  St.  John,  as  they  went  up  together  at  the 
hour  of  prayer  ;  —  on  whom  St.  Peter  faftening 
his  eyes,  as  in  the  4th  verfe,  and  declaring  he  had 
no  fuch  relief  to  give  him  as  he  expefted,  having 
neither  filver  nor  gold,  — •  but  that  fuch  as  he 
had,  the  benefit  of  that  divine  power  which  he 
had  received  from  his  Mafter,  he  would  impart  to 
him,  —  he  commands  him  forthwith,  in  the  name 
'  of  Jefus  Chrift  of  Nazareth,  to  rife  up  and  walk, 
—  And  he  took  him  by  the  hand  and  lifted  him 
up,  and  immediately  his  feet  and  ancle-bones  re- 
ceived ftrength ;  and  he  leaped  up,  ftood  and 
walked,  and  entered  with  them  into  the  temple, 
leaping  and  praifing  God.  — 
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It  feems  he  had  been  born  lame,  had  paffed  a 
U'hole  life  of  defpair,  without  hopes  of  ever  be- 
ing reftored  ;  ~  fo  that  the  immediate  fenfe  of 
ftrength  and  activity  communicated  to  him  at  once, 
in  fo  furprifmg  and  unfought  for  a  manner,  caft 
him  into  the  tranfport  of  mind  natural  to  a  man 
fo  benefited  beyond  his  expeftation.  —  So  that 
the  amazing  inllance  of  a  fupernatural  power ;  — 
the  notoriety  of  fact,  wrought  at  the  hour  of 
prayer  —  the  unexceptionablcnefs  of  the  objeQ:, 
—  that  it  was  no  impofture,  —  for  they  knew 
that  it  was  he  which  fat  for  alms  at  the  Beautiful 
gate  of  the  tem.pie  ;  —  the  unfeigned  expreffions 
of  an  enraptured  heart  almoft  befide  itfelf,  con- 
firming the  whole  ;  —  the  man  that  was  healed^ 
in  the  i  oth  verfe,  holding  his  benefaftors,  Peter 
and  John,  entering  into  the  temple  with  them, 
walking  and  leaping,  and  praifing  God  ;  —  the 
great  concourfe  of  people  drawn  together  by  this 
event,  in  the  nth  verfe,  for  they  all  ran  unto 
them,  into  the  porch  that  was  called  Solomon's, 
greatly  wondering.  Sure  never  w^as  fuch  a  fair  op- 
portunity for  an  ambitious  mind  to  have  eftablifhed 
a  charafter  of  fuperior  goodnefs  and  power.  —  To 
a  man  fet  upon  this  world,  who  fought  his  own 
praife  and  honour,  what  an  invitation  would  it  have 
been  to  have  turned  thefe  circumftances  to  fuch 
apurpofe  ;  —  to  have  fallen  in  with  the  paffions 
of  an  aftoniflied  and  grateful  city,  prepoffeffed, 
from  what  had  happened  fo  ftrongly  in  his 
favour    already,   that  little    art    or  manage- 
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meat  was  requifite  to  have  improved  their,  won- 
der and  good  opinion  into  the  higheft  reve- 
rence of  his  fanftitVj  av/e  of  his  perfon^  or  w^hat- 
ever  other  belief  fliould  be  neceflary  to  feed  his 
pride,  or  ferve  fecret  ends  of  glory  and  intereft.  — 
A  mind  not  fufficiently  mortified  to  the  w^orld, 
might  have  been  tempted  here  to  have  taken  the 
honour  due  to  God  —  and  transferred  it  to  him- 
felf.  —  He  might  —  not  f o  —  a  difciple  of  Chrifl : 
for  when  Peter  faw  it,  —  when  he  faw  the  pro- 
penfity  in  them  to  be  mifled  on  this  occafion,  — 
he  anfwered  and  faid  unto  the  people,  in  the  words 
of  the  text,  —  Ye  men  of  Ifracl,  why  marvel  ye 
at  this  ?  or  w^hy  look  you  fo  earneftly  on  us,  as 
though  by  our  own  power  and  holinefs  we  had 
made  this  man  to  walk  ?  —  The  God  of  Abraham  j, 
and  of  Ifaac,  and  of  Jacob,  the  God  of  our  fa- 
thers, hath  glorified  his  fon  Jefus.  

O  holy  and  blefled  apoflle  ! 
How  would  thy  meek  and  mortified  fpirit  faxisfy 
itfelf  in  uttering  fo  humble  and  fo  jult  a  declara- 
tion ?  —  What  an  honeft  triumph  wouldfl  thou 
tafle  the  fweets  of,  —  in  thus  conquering  thy  paf- 
fion  of  vain-glory,  —  keeping  down  thy  pride,  — 
difclaiming  the  praifes  which  fhould  have  fed  it, 
by  telling  the  wondering  fpeciators,  It  was  not  thy 
ovvn  povv^er,  —  it  v/as  not  thy  own  holinefs,  which 
had  wrought  this  —  thou  being  of  like  paflions 
and  infirmities ;  —  but  that  it  v/as  the  power  of 
the  God  of  Abraham,  —  the  holinefs  of  thy  dear 
Lord,  whom  they  crucified,  operating  by  faith 
VOL*-  in.  I)  through 
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through  thee,  who  wad  but  an  inftrument  in  his 
,  hands.  —  If  thus  honeftly  decHning  honour,  which 
the  occafion  fo  amply  invited  thee  to  take ;  —  If 
this  would  give  more  fatisfafiion  to  a  mind  iike 
thine,  than  the  loudefl  praifes  of  a  miftaken  peo- 
ple, what  true  rapture  would  be  added  to  it  from 
the  reflection  —  that  in  this  inftance  of  feif-denial 
—  thou  hadft  not  only  done  well,  —  but,  what 
was  ftill  a  more  endearing  thought^  that  thou  haft 
been  able  to  copy  the  example  of  thy  divine  Maf- 
ter,  who,  in  no  aftion  of  his  life,  fought  ever  his 
own  praife,  but,  on  the  contrary,  declined  nil  pof- 
fibie  occafions  of  it :  —  and  in  the  only  public  in- 
ftance of  honour  which  he  fuflV'^d  tie  given  him 
in  his  entrance  into  Jerufalem,  —  thou  didft  re- 
member, —  it  was  accepted  v/ith  fuch  a  mnxture 
of  humility,  that  the  prediction  of  the  prophet  was 
not  more  exadly  fulfilled  in  the  hofannahs  of  the 
muldtude,  than  in  the  meeknefs  w^herewith  he  re- 
ceived them,  lowly  and  fitting  upon  an  afs.  — - 
How  could  a  difciple  fail  of  profiting  by  the  ex- 
ample  of  fu  humble  a  mafter,  vv^hofe  whole  courfe 
of  life  was  a  particular  lefture  to  this  virtue,  and, 
in  every  inftance  of  it,  fhewed  plainly  he  came  not 
to  fliare  the  pride  and  glories  of  life,  or  gratify  the 
carnal  expedation  of  ambitious  followers  ;  which^ 
had  he  aff eded  external  pomp,  he  might  have  ac- 
compliftied,  by  engroffing,  he  could  have  done 
by  a  word,  all  the  riches  of  the  world  ;  and  by  the 
fplendour  of  his  court,  and  dignity  of  his  perfon^ 
had  been  greater  than  Solomon  in  all  his  glory, 
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and  have  attracted  the  applaufe  and  admiration  of 
the  world  :  —  this  every  difciple  knew  was  in  his 
power  ;  —  fo  that  the  meannefs  of  his  birth,  — * 
the  toils  and  poverty  of  his  life^  —  the  low  offices 
in  which  he  was  engaged,  by  preaching  the  gofpel 
to  the  poor  —  the  numberlefs  dangers  and  incon- 
veniences attending  the  execution,  —  were  all  vo- 
luntary. —  This  humble  choice  both  of  friends 
and  family  out  of  the  meaneft  of  the  people,  — 
amongft  whom  he  appeared  rather  as  a  fervant 
than  a  mailer,  coming  not,  as  he  often  told  them, 
to  be  miniftered  unto,  but  to  minifter,  —  and  as 
the  prophet  had  foretold  in  that  mournful  defcrip- 
tion  of  him,  having  no  form  nor  comelinefs,  nor 
any  beauty  that  we  fhould  defire  him.  — 

How  could  a  difciple,  you'll  fay,  refleQ:  without 
benefit  on  this  amiable  character,  with  all  the 
other  tender  pathetic  proofs  of  humility,  which  his 
memory  would  fuggeft  had  happened  of  a-piece 
with  it,  in  the  courfe  of  his  Mailer's  life   —  but 
particularly  at  the  conclufion  and  great  cataftrophe 
of  it, —  at  his  crucifixion;  the  impreffions  of  which 
could  ne\'er  be  forgotten!  —  YV^hen  a  life  full  of 
fo  many  engaging  inftances  of  humility,  was 
crowned  witkthe  moft  endearing  one  of  humbling 
him.felf  to  the  death  of  the  crofs,  —  the  death  of  a 
flave  and  a  malefaftor,  ~  fuffering  himfelf  to  be 
led  like  a  lamb  to  the  ilaughter,  — -  dragged  to 
Calvary  without  oppofition  or  complaint,  and  as 
a  flieep  before  his  Ihearer  is  dunib,  opening  not 
his  mouth.  — 
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O  blefled  Jefus  !  well  might  a  difciple  of  thine 
learn  of  thee  to  be  meek  and  lowly  of  heart,  as 
thou  exhortedft  them  all,  for  thou  waft  meek  and 
lowly  :  —  well  might  they  profit,  when  fuch  a  lef- 
fon  was  feconded  by  fuch  an  example !  —  It  is 
not  to  be  doubted  what  force  this  muft  have  had 
on  the  aftions  of  thofe  who  were  attendants  and 
conftant  followers  of  our  Saviour  on  earth  ;  — 
faw  the  meeknefs  of  his  temper  in  the  occurren- 
ces of  his  life,  and  the  amazing  proof  of  it  at  his 
death,  who,  though  he  was  able  to  call  down  le- 
gions of  angels  to  his  refcue,  or  by  a  fmgle  a£l  of 
omnipotence  to  have  deftroyed  his  enemies  ;  yet 
fupprelTed  his  almighty  power,  —  neither  refented 
—  or  revenged  the  indignity  done  him,  but  pa- 
tiently fufiered  himfelf  to  be  numbered  with  the 
tranfgreffors.  

It  could  not  well  be  otherwife,  but  that  every 
eye-witnefs  of  this  muft  have  been  wrought  upon, 
in  fome  degree,  as  the  apoftle,  to  let  the  fame 
mind  be  in  him  which  alfo  was  in  Chrift  Jefus.. 
Nor  will  it  be  difputed  how  much  of  the  honour 
of  St.  Peter's  behaviour  in  the  prefent  tranfaflioo 
might  be  owing  to  the  impreflions  he  received  on 
that  memorable  occafion  of  his  Lord's  death,  fink- 
ing ftill  deeper,  from  the  affefling  remembrance 
of  the  many  inftances  his  mafter  had  given  of  this 
engaging  virtue  in  the  courfe  of  his  life.  

St.  Peter  certainly  was  of  a  warm  and  fenfible 
nature,  as  we  may  colleft  from  the  facred  writings, 
a  temper  fitteft  to  receive  all  the  advantages 
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which  fuch  impreflions  could  give  ;  —  and  there- 
fore, as  it  is  a  day  and  place  facred  to  this  great 
apoftle,  it  may  not  be  unacceptable,  if  I  engage 
the  remainder  of  your  time,  in  a  fhort  eflay  upon 
his  charafter,  principally  as  it  relates  to  this  par- 
ticular difpofition  of  heart,  which  is  the  fubjed  of 
the  difcourfe.  — 

This  great  apoftle  was  a  man  of  diftinftion 
amongft  the  difciples,  —  and  was  one  of  fuch 
virtues  and  qualifications,  as  feemed  to  have  re- 
commended him  more  than  the  advantage  of  his 
years,  or  knowledge.  — 

On  his  firfl:  admiffion  to  our  Saviour^s  acquain- 
tance,  he  gave  a  mod  evident  teftimony  that  he 
was  a  man  of  real  and  tender  goodnefs,  when  be- 
ing awakened  by  the  miraculous  draught  of  the 
filhes,  as  we  read  in  the  fifth  of  St.  Luke,  and 
knowing  the  author  mufl  necelTarily  be  from 
God,  he  fell  down  inftantly  at  his  feet,  — *  broke 
out  into  this  humble  and  pious  refledion ;  — • 
"  Depart  from  me,  for  I  am  a  finful  man,  O 
"  Lord  !  —  The  cenfure,  you  will  fay,  expref- 
fes  him  a  finful  man,  —  but  fo  to  cenfure  him.- 
felf,  —  with  fuch  unafFefted  mpdefty,  implies 
more  effeftually  than  any  thing  elfe  could,  — - 
that  he  was  not  in  the  common  feafe  of  the  word, 
—  a  finful,  but  a  good  man,  who,  like  the  pub- 
lican in  the  temple,  was  no  lefs  juitified,  for  a  felf- 
accufation,  extorted  merely  from  the  humility  of 
^  devout  heart  jealous  of  its  own  imperfeftions.  — 
D  D  3  ,  And 
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And  though  the  words,  depart  from  me^  carry  iii 
them  the  face  of  fear,  —  yet  he  who  heard  them, 
and  knew  the  heart  of  the  fpeaker,  found  they 
carried  in  them  a  greater  meafure  of  defire; 
For  Peter  was  not  willing  to  be  difcharged  from 
his  new  guell,  but  fearing  his  unfitnefs  to  accom- 
pany him,  longed  to  be  made  more  worthy  of  hi^ 
converfation.  —  A  meek  and  modefl  dillruft  of 
himfelf  feemed  to  have  had  no  fmall  Hiare,  at  tliat 
time,  in  his  natural  temper  and  complexion  ;  and 
though  it  would  be  greatly  improred,  and  no 
doubt  much  better  principled  by  the  advantages 
on  which  I  enlarged  above,  in  his  commerce  and 
obfervation  with  his  Lord  and  Mafter,  —  yet  it 
appears  to  have  been  an  early  and  diftinguifliing 
part  of  his  character.  ~  An  inftance  of  this, 
though  little  in  itfelf,  and  omitted  by  the  other 
evangelifls,  is  preferred  by  St.  John,  in  his  ac-^ 
count  of  our  Saviour's  girding  himfelf  with  a  nap- 
kin, and  wafhing  the  difciples  feet ;  to  which  of» 
fice  not  one  of  them  h  reprefented  as  making  any 
oppofition :  But  when  he  came  to  Simon  Peter, 
—  the  Evangehft  tells,  —  Peter  faid  to  him,  — 
Doft  Thou  wafli  my  feet  ?  Jefus  faid  unto  him, 
What  I  do,  thou  knowefl  not  now,  but  flialt  know 
hereafter.  —  Peter  faid  unto  him,  —  Thou  llialt 
never  wafli  my  feet.  —  Humility  for  a  moment 
triumphed  over  his  fubmilTion, —  and  he  expof- 
tulates  with  him  upon  it,  with  all  the  earneft  and 
tender  oppofition  which  was  natural  to  a  humble 
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heart  J  confounded  with  fhaniej  that  his  >  Lord  and 
Mafter  fhould  infifi:  to  do  fo  mean  and  painful  an 
acl  of  fervitude  to  him  — 

I  would  fooner  form  a  judgment  of  a  man's  tem- 
per, from  his  behaviour  on  fuch  little  occurrences 
of  life  as  thefe,  than  from  the  m.ore  weighed  and 
important  actions,  where  a  man  is  more  upon  his 
guard  ;  —  has  more  preparation  to  difguife  the 
true  difpofition  of  his  heart,  —  and  more  temp- 
tation when  difguifed  to  impofe  it  on  others.  — 

This  management  was  no  part  of  Peter's  cha- 
racter, who,  with  all  the  real  and  unaffected  humi- 
lity which  he  ftewed,  was  pofTeffed  of  fuch  a  quick 
fenfibility  and  promptnefs  of  nature,  which  utterly 
unfitted  him  for  art  and  premeditation  ;  —  though 
this  particular  caft  of  temper  had  its  difadvantages, 
at  the  fame  time,  as  it  led  him  to  an  unreferved 
difcovery  of  the  opinions  and  prejudices  of  his 
heart,  which  he  was  wont  to  declare,  and  fome- 
times  in  fo  open  and  unguarded  a  manner,  as  ex- 
pofed  him  to  the  fharpnefs  of  a  rebuke  where  he 
could  leaft  bear  it.  — 

I  take  notice  of  this,  becaufe  it  will  help  us  in 
fome  meafure  to  reconcile  a  feeming  contradiction 
in  his  character,  which  will  naturally  occur  here, 
from  confidering  that  great  and  capital  failing  of 
his  life,  when,  by  a  prefumptuous  declaration  of 
his  own  fortitude,  he  fell  into  the  difgrace  of  deny- 
ing his  Lord  ;  in  both  of  which  he  a£ted  fo  oppo- 
iite  to  the  character  here  given,  that  you  will  afk, 
~  How  could  fo  humble  a  man  as  you  defcribe 
D  D  4  .  ever 
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ever  have  been  guilty  of  fo  felf-fufficient  and  un- 
guarded a  vaunt,  as  that,  though  he  fliould  die 
with  his  Mafter,  —  yet  would  he  not  deny  him  ?  — - 
Or  whence,  —  that  fo  fincere  and  honeft  a  man 
was  not  better  able  to  perform  it  ?  • — 
The  cafe  was  this  — 

Our  Lord,  before  he  was  betrayed,  had  taken 
occafion  to  admonifli  his  difciples  of  the  peril  of 
lapfmg,  —  telling  them,  3  ifL  verfe,  —  All  ye  fliall 
be  offended  becaufe  of  me  this  night.  — -  To  which 
Peter  anfwering,  with  a  zeal  mixed  v/ith  too  much 
confidence,' —  That  though  all  fiiould  be  offended, 
yet  will  I  never  be  offended  ;  —  to  check  this  truft 
in  himfelf,  —  our  Saviour  replies,  that  he  in  parti- 
cular fliOuld  deny  him  thrice.  —  But  Peter  looking 
upon  this  monition  no  farther  than  as  it  applied  a 
reproach  to  his  faith,  and  his  love,  and  his  cou- 
rage ;  —  flung  to  the  heart  to  have  them  called 
in  queftion  by  his  Lord,  —  he  haftily  fummons 
them  all  up  to  form  his  final  refolution,  — 
Though  I  flipuld  die  with  thee,  yet  will  I  not  deny 
thee.  —  The  refolve  was  noble  and  dutiful  to  the 
laft  degree,  —  and  I  make  no  doubt  as  honeft  a 
one  —  that  is,  both  as  juft  in  the  matter,  and  as 
fmcere  in  the  intention,  as  ever  was  made  by 
any  of  mankind  ;  his  charafter  not  fuffering  us 
to  imagine  he  made  it  in  a  braving  diffimula- 
tion :  —  no ;  —  for  he  proved  himfelf  fufB- 
ciently  in  earneft  by  his  fubfequent  behaviour  in 
the  garden,  when  he  drew  his  fword  againft  a 
whole  band  of  men,  and  thereby  made  it  ap- 
pear. 
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pear,  that  he  had  lefs  concern  for  his  own  Hfe 
than  he  had  for  his  Mailer's  fafety.  —  How  then 
came  his  resolution  to  mifcarry  ?  —  The  reafon 
feems  purely  this  :  —  Peter  grounded  the  execu- 
tion of  it  upon  too  much  confidence  in  himfelf, 
~  doubted  not  but  his  will  w^as  in  his  power, 
whether  God's  grace  affifted  him  or  not ;  — 
furely  thinking,  that  what  he  had  courage  to  re- 
folve  fo  honeftly,  he  had  likewife  ability  to  per- 
form. —  This  was  his  miftake,  —  and  though  it 
was  a  very  great  one,  —  yet  it  was  in  feme  de- 
gree a-kin  to  a  virtue,  —  as  it  fprung  merely  from 
a  confcioufnefs  of  his  integrity  and  truth,  and  too 
adventurous  a  conclufion  of  what  they  would 
enable  him  to  perform.,  on  the  fharpefl  encounters 
for  his  Mafter's  fake  :  —  fo  that  his  failing  in 
this  point,  was  but  a  confequence  of  this  hafty 
and  ill-confidered  refolve  ;  —  and  his  Lord,  to 
rebuke  and  punifh  him  for  it,  did  no  other  than 
leave  him  to  his  own  ftrength  to  perform  it ;  — 
which,  in  efFeft,  was  almoft  the  fame  as  leaving 
him  to  the  necefFity  of  not  performing  it  at  alL 
~  The  great  apoflle  had  not  confidered,  that  He 
who  precautioned  him  was  the  fearcher  of  hearts^ 
—  and  needed  not  that  any  fhould  teftify  of 
man,  for  he  knew  what  was  in  man  ;  —  he  did 
not  remember,  that  his  Lord  had  faid  before,  ~ 
Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing ;  —  that  the  ex- 
ertions of  all  our  faculties  were  under  the  power 
of  his  will :      he  had  forgot  the  knowledge  of  this 
needful  truth,  on  this  one  unhappy  junfture, — 
where  he  had  fo  great  a  tem.ptation  to  the  con- 

?  trary 
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trary  —  though  he  was  full  of  the  perfualion  in 
every  other  trahfaction  of  his  life ;  —  but  moft 
vifibly  here  in  the  text,  —  where  he  breaks  forth 
in  the  warm  language  of  a  heart  ftill  overflowing 
with  remembrance  of  this  very  mikake  he  had 
once  committed  j  —  Ye  meia  of  Ifrael,  why  mar- 
vel  ye  at  this  ?  —  as  though  by  our  own  power 
and  holinefs  we  had  v/rought  this  ?  —  the  God 
of  Abraham.,  of  Ifaac,  and  of  Jacob,  —  the  God 
of  our  fathers,  through  faith  in  his  name^ 
hath  made  this  man  whole,  v/hom  ye  fee  and 
know*  — 

This  is  the  bell  anfwer  I  am  able  to  make  to 
this  objection  againft  the  uniformity  of  the 
apoftle's  cha/after  which  I  have  given  :  —  upon 
which  let  it  be  added,  —  that  was  no  fuch 
apology  capable  of  being  made  in  its  behalf ;  — ^ 
that  the  truth  and  regularity  of  a  character  is  not, 
in  juftice,  to  be  looked  upon  as  broken,  from  any 
one  fingle  act  or  omiilion  which  may  feem  a  con- 
tradiction to  it :  —  the  bed  of  men  appear  feme- 
times  to  be  ftrange  compounds  of  contradictory 
qualities  :  and,  were  the  accidental  overfights 
and  folly  of  the  wifeft  man,  —  the  failings  and 
imperfections  of  a  religious  man,  - —  the  hafty 
acts  and  paffionate  words  of  a  meek  man  —  v/ere 
they  to  rife  up  in  judgment  againft  them,  —  and 
an  ill-natured  judge  be  fuffered  to  mark  in  this 
manner  v/hat  has  been  done  amifs  —  what  cha- 
racter fo  unexceptionable  as  to  be  able  to  ftand 
before  him  ?  —  So  that,  with  the  candid  allow- 
aPxCes  w^hich  the  infirmiti(?s  of  a  man  may  claim 

14  when- 
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when  he  falls  though  furprife  more  than  a  pre- 
meditation, —  one  may  venture  upon  the  v/hole 
to  fum  up  Peter's  character  in  a  few  words,  — > 
He  was  a  man  fenfible  in  his  nature,  —  of  quick 
palTicns,  tempered  with  the  greateft  humility  and 
moft  unafFeded  poverty  of  fpirit  that  ever  met  in 
iuch  a  chara£ler.  —  So  that  in  the  only  criminal 
inflance  of  his  life^  which  I  have  fpoken  to,  you 
are  at  a  lofs  w^hich  to  admire  moft ;  —  the  tender- 
nefs  and  fenfibility  of  his  foul,  in  h2in^^  wrought 
upon^  to  repentance  by  a  look  from  Jefus  ;  —  ox 
the  uncommion  humility  of  it,  which  he  tefiified 
thereupon,  in  the  bitternefs  of  his  forrow  for 
what  he  had  done.  —  He  was  once  prefumptuou.s 
in  trufting  to  his  own  ftrength  ;  his  general  and 
true  character  was  that  of  the  molt  engaging 
meeknefs,  < — -  diftruftful  of  himfelf  and  his  abili- 
ties to  the  lafl  degree.  

He  denied  his  mafter.  —  But  in  all  inftances  of 
his  life,  but  that,  was  a  man  of  the  greateft  truth . 
and  ftncerity  ;  —  to  v/hich  part  of  his  charader 
our  Saviour  has  given  an  undeniable  teilimiony^ 
in  conferring  on  him  the  fymbolical  name  of 
Cephas,  a  rock,  a  name  the  moll  expreffive  of 
conftancy  and  firmnefs.  — 

He  was  a  man  of  great  love  to  his  mafter  — 
and  of  no  lefs  zeal  for  his  religion,  of  which, 
from  among  many,  I  fhall  take  one  inftance  out 
of  St.  John,  v/ith  v/hich  I  fliall  conclude  this  ac- 
count, —  Vv'here,  upon  the  defertion  of  feveral 
Dther  difciples,  —  our  Saviour  puts  the  quellion 

to 
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to  the  twelve,  —  Will  ye  aifo  go  away  r  — ^ 
Then,  fays  the  text,  Feter  anfwered  and  faid, 
Lord  !  whither  fhall  w^e  go  ?  Thou  haft  the 
words  of  eternal  life,  and  we  believe,  and  know, 
that  thou  art  Chrift  the  fon  of  God.  — >  Now,  if 
we  look  into  the  Gofpel,  we  find  that  our  Saviour 
pronounced  on  this  very  confefTion^ 

BJeffed  art  thou,  Simon  Barjona,  for  ficfli  and 
blood  hath  not  revealed  it  unto  thee,  but  my 
Father  which  is  in  heaven.  —  That  our  Saviour 
had  the  words  of  eternal  life,  —  Peter  was  able  to 
deduce  from  principles  of  natural  reafon  ;  becaufe 
reafon  was  able  to  judge  from  the  internal  marks 
of  his  doftrine,  that  it  was  worthy  God,  and  ac- 
com^modated  properly  to  advance  human  nature 
and  hum.an  happinefs.  —  But  for  all  this,  — 
reafon  could  not  infallibly  determine  that  the 
m.effenger  of  this  doftrine  was  the  Meffias,  the 
eternal  Son  of  the  living  God :  —  to  know  this 
required  an  illumination  ;  —  and  this  illumJnation 
I  fav,  feem.s  to  have  been  vouchfafed  at  that  inftant 
as  a  reward,  —  as  would  have  been  fufficient  evi- 
dence by  itfelf  of  the  difpontion  of  his  heart.-  

I  have  now  finiflied  this  fnort  effay  upon  the 
character  of  St.  Peter,  not  with  a  loud  panegyric 
upon  the  power  of  his  keys,  or  a  ranting  enco- 
mium upon  fome  monaftic  qualifications,  with 
which  a  popifh  pulpit  w^ould  ring  upon  fuch  an 
occafion,  without  doing  much  honour  to  the 
faint,  or  good  to  the  audience  :  —  but  have 
drawn  it  wath  truth  and  fobriety,  reprefenting  it 
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as  it  was,  as  confifting  of  virtues  the  moft  worthy 
of  imitation,  •—  and  grounded,  not  upon  apocry- 
phal accounts  and  legendary  inventions,  the 
wardrobe  from  whence  popery  dreffes  out  her 
faints  on  thefe  days,  —  but  upon  matters  of  facl 
in  the  facred  Scriptures,  in  which  all  Chriftians 
agree.  —  And  fince  I  have  mentioned  popery^ 
I  cannot  better  conclude  than  by  obferving,  how 
ill  the  fpirit  and  charafter  of  that  church  refem- 
bles  that  particular  part  of  St.  Peter's  which  has 

been  made  the  fubjeft  of  this  difcovu'fe.  

Would  one  think  that  a  church,  which  thrufls 
itfelf  under  this  apoftle's  patronage,  and  claims 
her  power  under  him,  would  prefume  to  exceed 
the  degrees  of  it,  w^hich  he  acknowledged  to 
pofTefs  himfelf  ?  —  But  how  ill:  are  your  expecta- 
tions anfwered,  when  inftead  of  the  humble  de- 
claration in  the  text,           Ye  men  of  Ifrael, 

marvel  not  at  us,  as  if  our  own  power  and  holi- 

nefs  had  VvTOught  this  ;   you  hear  a  language 

and  behaviour  from  the  Romifh  court,  as  oppo- 
fite  to  it  as  infolent  words  and  aftions  can 
frame*  ■ 

So  that  inftead  of,  Ye  men  of  Ifrael,  marvel 
not  at  us,  —  Ye  men  of  Ifrael,  do  marvel  at 

us,  —  hold  us  in  admiration  :   Approach 

our  facred  pontiff  —  (who  is  not  only  holy 

 but  holinefs  itfelf)  —  approach  his  perfon 

with  reverence,  and  deem  it  the  greateft  honour 
and  happinefs  of  your  lives  to  fall  down  before 

his  chair,  and  be  admitted  to  kifs  his  feet.  ^ 

Think 
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Think  not,  as  if  it  were  not  our  own  holinefe 
which  merits  all  the  homage  you  can  pay  us.  — 
It  is -our  own  holinefs,  —  the  fuperabun  dance  of 
it,  of  which,  having  more  than  we  know  what  to 
do  with  ourfelves,  —  from  works  of  fuperero- 
gation,  we  have  transferred  the  furplus  in  eccle« 
fiaftic  warehoufes,  and,  in  pure  zeal  for  the  good 
of  your  fouls,  have  eftabhfted  public  banks  of 

merit,  ready  to  be  drawn  upon  at  all  times.  

Think  not,  ye  men  of  Ifrael,  or  fay  within 
yourfelves,  that  v/e  are  unprofitable  fervants  ;  v/e 
have  no  good  works  to  fpare,  or  that  if  \ve  had  — • 
we  cannot  make  this  ufe  of  them ;  —  that  we 
have  no  power  to  circulate  our  indulgencies,  — 
and  huckiler  them  out,  as  we  do,  through  all  the 
parts  of  Chriftendom.  — 

Know  ye  by  thefe  prefents,  that  it  is  our  own 
power  which  does  this,  —  the  plenitude  of  our 
apoftolic  pov/er  operating  with  our  ovm  hclinefs, 
that  enables  us  to  bind  and  loofe,  as  feems  meet 

to  us  on  earth  ;  to  fave  your  fouls  or  deliver 

them  up  to  Satan,  and  as  they  pleafe  or  difpleafe, 
to  indulge  whole  kingdoms  at  once,  or  excom- 
municate them  all ;  binding  kings  in  chains, 

and  your  nobles  in  links  of  iron.  

That  we  may  never  again  feel  the  efFe£ls  of 
fuch  language  and  principles,  — -  may  God  of 
his  mercy  grant  us*  Amen. 


(    415  ) 
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THIRTIETH   OF  JANUARY* 
EZRA,  ix.  6,  7. 

And  I  faid,  O  my  God,  I  am  afliamed  and  bludi  to  lift  up 
my  face  to  thee^  my  God  :  —  for  our  iniquities  are  in- 
creafed  over  our  head,  and  our  trefpafs  is  grown  up  unto 
the  heavens.  —  Since  the  days  of  our  fathers  have  been 
in  a  great  trefpafs  unto  this  day.  .— 

THERE  is  not,  I  believe,  throughdut  all  hif-^ 
tory,  an  inftance  of  fo  (Irange  and  obfti- 
nately  corrupt  a  people  as  the  Jews,  of  whom 
Ezra  complains ;  for  though  on  one  hand^  — 
there  never  was  a  people  that  received  fo  many 
teftimonies  of  God's  favour  to  encourage  them 
to  be  good,  — fo,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
never  was  a  people  which  fo  often  felt  the  fcourge 
of  their  iniquities  to  difhearten  them  from  doing 
evil.  —  Yet  neither  the  one  or  the  other  feemed. 
ever  able  to  make  them  either  the  wifer  or  better; 
-—  neither  God's  bleffings,  nor  his  corrediens^ 
CQuld  ever  foften  them  ;  —  they  ftill  continued  a 
thanklefs  unthinking  people,  —  who  profited  by 
no  lelfons,  neither  were  to  be  won  with  mercies, 
nor  terrified  with  punifliments,  —  but  on  every 
fucceeding  trial  and  occafion,  extremely  difpofed 
againft  God,  to  go  aftray  and  act  wickedly. 

In  the  words  of  the  text,  the  prophet's  heart 
overflows  with  forrow,  upon  his  refieftion  of 
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this  unworthy  part  of  their  charafter :  and  the 
manner  of  his  application  to  God  is  fo  expreflive 
of  his  humble  fenfe  of  it,  —  and  there  is  fome- 
thing  in  the  words  fo  full  of  tendernefs  and  fliame 
for  them  upon  that  fcore,  —  as  befpeaks  the 
moft  paternal,  as  well  as  paftoral  concern  for 
them.  —  And  he  faid,  —  O  my  God !  I  am 
afhamed,  —  and  blulli  to  lift  up  my  face  to  tliee, 
my  God.  —  No  doubt  the  holy  man  was  con- 
founded to  look  back  upon  that  long  feries  of  fo 
many  of  God's  undeferved  mercies  to  tliem,  of 
which  they  had  made  fo  bad  and  ungrateful  a 
ufe  :  he  confidered,  that  they  had  all  the  motives 
that  could  lay  reftraints  either  upon  a  confiderate 
or  a  reafonable  people  —  that  God  had  not 
only  created,  upheld,  and  favoured  them  with  all 
advantac^es  in  common  with  the  reft  of  their  fel- 
low-creatures  —  but  had  been  particularly  kind 
to  them  ;  that  Vvhen  they  were  in  the  houfe  of. 
bondage,  in  the  moil  hopelefs  condition,  he  had 
hea^d  their  cry  and  took  compaffion  upon  their 
affliftions,  and  by  a  chain  of  great  and  mighty 
deliverances  had  fet  them  free  from  the  yoke  of 
oppreflion.  —  The  prophet,  no  doubt,  reflected  at 
the  fame  time,  that,  befides  this  inftance  of  God's 
goodnefs  in  firft  favouring  their  miraculous  efcape, 
a  feries  of  fucceffes  not  to  be  accounted  for  from  fe- 
cond  caufes,  and  the  natural  courfe  of  events  had 
crowned  their  heads  in  fo  remarkable  a  manner, 
as  to  afford  an  evident  prbof,  not  only  of  God's 
general  concern,  but  of  his  particular  providence 

and 
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and  attachment  to  them  above  all  people  :  — •  iil 
the  wildernefs  he  led  them  like  fheep,  and  kept 
them  as  the  apple  of  his  eye  ;  —  he  fufFered  no 
man  to  do  them  wrong,  —  but  reproved  eveii 
kings  for  their  fake  ;  —  that  when  they  entered 
into  the  promifed  land,  no  force  was  able  to  Hand 
before  them ;  when  in  poffeffion,  — •  no  army 
was  ever  able  to  drive  them  out ;  —  that  nations 
greater  and  mightier  than  they,  were  thruft  forth 
from  before  them :  —  that,  in  a  word,  all  na- 
ture for  a  time  was  driven  backwards  by  the 
hands  of  God,  to  ferve  them,  and  that  even  the 
Sun  itfelf  had  flood  ftill  in  the  midft  of  heaven, 
to  fecure  their  viftories  ;  —  that  when  all  thefe 
mercies  were  call  away  upon  them,  -~  and  no 
principle  of  gratitude  or  intereft  could  make 
them  an  obedient  people,  — ^  God  had  tried  by 
misfortunes  to  bring  them  back  ;  —  that  when 
inftrufitions,  warnings,  invitations,  miracles,  pro* 
phets,  and  holy  guides,  had  no  efFeft,  —  he  at 
laft  fufFered  them  to  reap  the  wages  of  their  folly, 
by  letting  them  fall  again  into  the  fame  ftate  of 
bondage  in  Babylon,  from  whence  he  had  firfi 
raifed  them.  Here  it  is  that  Ezra  pours  out  his 
confeffion.  It  is  no  fmall  aggravation  to  Ezra's 
concern,  to  find  that  even  this  laft  trial  had  no 
good  efFeft  upon  their  conduft  ;  —  that  all  the 
alternatives  of  promifes  and  threats,  comforts  and 
afflidions,  inftead  of  making  them  grow  the 
better,  made  them  apparently  grow  the  worfe : 
how  could  he  intercede  for  them,  but  withfhame 
TOL.  III.  E  E  and 
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and  forrow  ;  ~  and  fay,  as  in  the  text,  —  O  my 
God,  I  am  afliamed,  and  blufh  to  lift  up  nly  face 
to  thee,  for  our  iniquities  are  increafed  over  our 
heads,  and  our  trefpafs  is  grov/n  up  unto  the 
heavens ;  —  fmce  the  days  of  our  fathers  have 
we  been  in  a  great  trefpafs  unto  this  day. 

Thus  much  for  the  prophet's  humble  confef- 
fion  to  God  for  the  Jews,  for  which  he  had  but 
too  juft  a  foundation  given  by  them  ;  —  and  I 
know  not  how  I  can  make  a  better  ufe  of  the 
words,  as  the  occafion  of  the  day  led  me  to  the 
choice  of  them,  —  than  by  a  ferious  application  of 
the  fame  fad  confeffion,  in  regard  to  ourfelves.  — ^ 

Our  fathers,  like  thofe  of  the  Jews  in  Ezra's 
time,  —  no  doubt  have  done  amifs,  and  greatly 
provoked  God  by  their  violence  ;  —  but  if  our 
own  iniquities,  like  theirs,  are  increafed  over  our 
heads  ;  —  if  fmce  the  days  of  our  fathers  we 
have  been  in  great  trefpafs  ourfelves  unto  this 
day,  —  'tis  fit  this  day  we  fliould  be  put  in  mind 
of  it ;  —  nor  can  the  time  and  occafion  be  better 
employed,  than  in  hearing  with  patience  the  re- 
proofs which  fuch  a  parallel  will  lead  me  to  give. 

It  muft  be  acknowledged,  there  is  no  nation 
which  had  ever  fo  many  extraordinary  reafons  and 
fupernatural  naotives,  to  become  thankful  and  vir- 
tuous as  the  Jews  had  j  —  yet  at  the  fame  time, 
there  is  no  one  which  has  not  fufficient  (and  fetting 
afide  at  prefent  the  confideration  of  a  future  ftate  as 
a  reward  for  being  fo)  —  there  is  no  nation  under 
heaven,  which,  befides  the  daily  bleffings  of  God's 

pro- 
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providence  to  them,  but  have  received  fufficient 
bleffings  and  mercies  at  the  hands  of  God  to  en- 
gage their  bed  fervices,  and  the  warmeft  returns 
of  gratitude  they  can  pay :  —  there  has  been  a 
time,  may  be,  when  they  have  been  deUvered 
from  fome  grievous  calamity,  —  from  the  rage  of 
peftilence  or  famine,  —  from  the  edge  and  fury 
of  the  fword,  —  from  the  fate  and  fall  of  king- 
doms round  them  ;  —  they  may  have  been  pre- 
ferved  by  providential  difcoveries,  from  plots  and 
defigns  againft  the  well-being  of  their  ftates,  r 
or  by  critical  turns  and  revolutions  in  their  favour 
when  beginning  to  fmk  ;  by  fome  fignal  interpo.- 
fition  of  God's  providence ;  they  may  have 
refcued  their  liberties,  and  all  that  was  dear  to 
them,  from  the  jaws  of  fome  tyrant ;  — ■  or  may 
have  preferved  their  religion  pure  and  uncor- 
rupted,  whePf  all  other  comforts  failed  them. 

If  other  countries  have  reafon  to  be  thankful  to 
God  for  any  one  of  thefe  mercies,  much  more  has 
this  of  our,  which  at  one  time  or  other  hath  re*- 
ceived  them  all  ;  —  infomuch  that  our  hiftory, 
for  this  lafl  century,  has  fcarce  been  any  thing  elfe 
but  the  hiftory  of  our  deliverances,  and  God'S 
bleffings,  — r  and  thefe  in  fo  complicated  a  chain, 
and  with  fo  Httle  interruption,  —  as  to  be  fcarce 
ever  vouchfafed  to  any  nation  or  language  befides 
—  except  the  Jews  ;  — -  and  with  regard  to  them, 
though  inferior  in  the  ftupendouB  manner  of 
their  v/orking,  yet  no  way  fo  in  the  extenfive 
goodnefs  of  their  efFe£ls,  and  the  infinite  benevo- 
lence which  muft  have  wrought  them  for  us, 
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Here  then  let  us  flop  and  look  back  a  moment,  and 
enquire,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  Jews,  what  great  ef- 
fefts  all  this  has  had  upon  our  lives,  —  and  how 
far  worthy  we  have  lived  — -  of  what  we  have 
received? 

A  ftranger  —  when  he  heard  that  this  ifland 
had  been  fo  favoured  by  Heaven,  —  fq  happy  in 
our  laws  and  religion,  —  fo  flourifliing  in  our 
trade,  — -  fo  bleffed  in  our  fituation  and  natural 
product,  — -  and  in  all  of  them  fo  often  —  fo  vi« 
fibly  protedted  by  Providence,  —  would  conclude, 
our  gratitude  and  morals  had  kept  pace  with  our 
bleffings ;  —  and  he  would  fay,  —  as  we  are  the 
mofl  bleffed  and  favoured,  —  that  we  muft  be 
the  moft  virtuous  and  religious  people  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth. 

Would  to  God  !  there  was  any  other  reafon  to 
incline  one  to  fo  charitable  a  belief ;  —  for,  with- 
out running  into  any  common-place  declamation 
upon  the  wickednefs  of  the  age,  —  we  may  fay 
within  the  bounds  of  truth,  ~  that  we  have  pro- 
fited in  this  refpeft  as  little  as  was  poffible  for  the 
Jews  ;  —  that  there  is  as  little  virtue,  —  and  as 
little  fenfe  of  religion,  at  le^ft  as  little  of  the  ap- 
pearance of  it,  as  can  be  fuppofed  to  exift  at  all, 
in  a  country  where  it  is  countenanced  by  the  ftate. 

-  Our  forefathers,  whatever  greater  degrees  of 
real  virtue  they  were  poffeffed  of  —  God,  —  who 
fearcheth  the  heart,  —  beft  knows  ;  — •  but  this  is 
certain,  in  their  days  they  had  at  leaft  —  the  form 
of  godlinefs,  —  and  paid  this  compliment  to  reli- 
gion^ as  to  wear  at  leaft  the  appearance  and  out- 
war  (| 
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ward  garb  of  it.  —  The  public  fervice  of  God  was 
better  frequented, —  and  in  a  devout  as  well 
as  regular  manner ;  —  there  was  no  open  pro- 
fanenefs  in  our  ftreets  to  put  piety  to  the  bluftij, 
= —  or  domeftic  ridicule,  to  make  her  uneafy^ 
and  force  her  to  y/ithdraw. 

Religion,  though  treated  with  freedom,  was 
ftill  treated  with  refpedc ;  — -  the  youth  of  both 
fexes  kept  under  greater  reftraint ;  good  order 
and  good  hours  were  then  kept  up  in  moll  fami- 
lies ;  and,  in  a  word,  a  greater  ftriftnefs  and  fo- 
briety  of  manners  maintained  throughout  amongft 
people  of  all  ranks  and  conditions ;  —  fo  that 
vice,  however  fecretly  it  might  be  praftifed,  — - 
was  afliamed  to  be  feem. 

But  all  this  has  infenfibly  been  borne  down, 
ever  fmce  the  days  of  our  forefathers  trefpafs  — 
when,  to  avoid  one  extreme,  we  began  to  run 
into  another ;  —  fo  that,  inftead  of  any  great  re- 
ligion amongft  us,  you  fee  thoufands  who  are  tired 
even  of  the  form  of  it,  and  who  have  at  length 
thrown  the  mafic  of  it  afide,  —  as  an  ufelefs  in- 
cumbrance. — 

But  this  licentioufnefs,  he  would  fay,  may  be 
chiefly  owing  to  a  long  courfe  of  profperity,  - 
which  is  apt  to  corrupt  men's  minds.  —  God  has 
fmce  this  tried  you  with  affliflions ;  —  you  have 
been  vifited  with  a  long  and  expenfive  war :  — - 
God  has  fent,  moreover,  a  peftilence  amongft  your 
cattle,  which  has  cut  ofl^  the  flock  from  the  fold,. 
~  and  left  no  herd  in  the  ftalls.  —  Surely,  he'll 
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fay,  —  two  fuch  terrible  fcourges  muft  have  awa- 
kened the  confciences  of  the  moll  unthinking  part 
of  you,  and  forced  the  inhabitants  of  your  lands 
« —  from  fuch  admonitions  —  though  they  failed 
with  the  Jews,  to  have  learnt  righteoufnefs  for 
themfelves.  — 

I  own  this  is  the  natural  efFed,  — ^  and  one 
would  hope  fhould  always  be  the  natural  ufe  and 
improvement  from  fuch  calamities  ;  ^ —  for  we  of^ 
ten  find  that  numbers  who,  in  profperity,  feem  to 
forget  God,  do  yet  remember  him  in  the  day  of 
trouble  and  diftrefs.  —  Yet  confider  this  nation^ 
ally,  —  we  fee  no  fuch  effeQ:  from  it  in  fact,  as 
t)ne  would  be  led  to  expeft  from  the  fpeculation  : 
—  for  inflance,  —  with  all  the  devaftation,  blood-- 
Ihed,  and  expence  which  the  war  has  occafioned, 
how  many  converts  has  it  made  to  frugality,  — 
to  virtue,  or  even  to  ferioufnefs  itfelf  ?  —  The 
peftilence  amongft  our  cattle,  —  though  it  has 
diftrelTed  and  utterly  undone  fo  many  thoufands, 
yet  what  one  vifible  alteration  has  it  made  in  the 
courfe  of  our  lives  ? 

And  though  one  would  imagine  that  the  ne- 
ceffary  drains  of  taxes  for  the  one,  —  and  the  lofs 
of  rents  and  property  from  the  other,  fhould  in 
fome  meafure  have  withdrawn  the  means  of  gra- 
tifying our  pafTions,  as  we  have  done ;  ^  yet  what 
appearance  is  there  amongft  us  that  it  is  fo  ? 

What  one  fafhionable  folly  or  extravagance 
has  been  checked  by  it  ?  Is  not  there  the 
fame  luxury  and  epi.curifm  of  entertainments 
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at  our  tables  ?  —  do  we  not  purfue  with  eager-* 
nefs  the  ft  me  giddy  round  of  trifling  diverfions  ^ 
IS  not  the  infection  difFufed  amongft  people  of  all 
ranks,  and  all  ages  ?  ^ —  And  even  grey  hairs 
whofe  fober  example  and  manners  ought  to  check 
the  extravagant  faUies  of  the  thoughtlefs,  gay, 
and  unexperienced,  —  too  often  totter  under 
the  fame  coftly  ornaments,  and  join  the  ge- 
neral riot.  Where  vanity,  like  this,  governs  the 
heart,  even  charity  will  allow  us  to  fuppofe,  that 
a  confcioufnefs  of  their  inability  to  purfue  greater 
excelTes,  is  the  only  vexation  of  fpirit.  —  In  truth 
the  obfervation  falls  in  with  the  main  intention  of 
the  difcourfe,  which  is  not  framed  to  flatter 
your  follies,  —  but  plainly  to  point  them  out, 
and  fhew  you  the  general  corruption  of  manners, 
and  want  of  religion  ;  which  all  men  fee,  —  and 
which  the  wife  and  good  fo  much  lament.  - — 

But  the  inquirer  will  naturally  go  on,  and  fay, 
that  though  this  reprefentation  does  not  anfwer  his 
expeftations,  that  undoubtedly  we  muft  have  pro- 
fited by  thefe  leflTons  in  other  refpeds ;  —  that 
though  we  have  not  approved  our  underftanding 
in  the  fight  of  God,  by  a  virtuous  ufe  of  our 
misfortunes,  to  true  wifdom ;  —  that  we  muft 
have  improved  them,  however  to  political  wifdom ; 
fo  that  he  would  fay,  —  though  the  Englifh  do 
not  appear  to  be  a  religious  people,  they  are  at 
leaft  a  loyal  one ;  —  they  hav^  fo  often  felt  the 
fcourge  of  rebellion,  and  have  tafted  fo  much 
fliarp  fruit  from  it,  —  as  to  have  fet  their  teeth 
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on  edge  for  ever.  —  But,  good  God  !  how  would 
he  be  aftoniflied  to  find,  that  though  we  have 
been  fo  often  toft  to  and  fro  by  our  own  tempef- 
tuous  humours,  —  that  we  were  not  yet  fiek  of 
the  ftorm  ;  —  that  though  we  folemnly,  on  every 
return  of  this  day,  lament  the  guilt  of  our  fore- 
fathers in  flaining  their  hands  in  blood,  —  we 
never  once  think  of  our  principles  and  praflices, 
which  tend  the  fame  way :  —  and  though  the 
providence  of  God  has  fet  bounds^  that  they  do 
not  work  as  much  mifchief,  —  as  in  days  of 
diftraftion  and  defolation,  —  little  reafon  have 
we  to  afcribe  the  merit  thereof  to  our  own  wif- 
dom  ;  —  fo  that,  when  the  whole  account  is 
ftated  betwixt  us,  —  there  feems  nothing  to  pre- 
vent the  application  of  the  words  in  the  text ;  — 
.  that  OUT  iniquities  are  encreafed  over  our  headsy 
and  our  trefpafs  is  grown  up  unto  the  heaven.  — 
'Since  the  days  of  our  fathers  have  we  been  in  a 
great  trefpafs  unto  this  day  !  —  and  though  it  is 
fit  and  becoming  that  we  weep  for  them,  — •  ^tis 
much  more  fo,  that  we  weep  for  ourfelves,  — 
that  v/e  lament  our  own  corruptions,  —  and  the 
little  advantages  we  have  made  of  the  mercies  or 
chaftifements  of  God,  or  from  the  fins  and  pro- 
vocations of  our  forefathers.  — 

This  is  the  fruit  we  are  to  gather,  in  a  day 
of  fuch  humiliation  ;  —  and  unlefs  it  produces 
that  for  us,  by  a  reformation  of  our  manners, 
and  by  turning  us  from  the  error  of  our  ways, 
the  fervice  of  this  day  is  more  a  fenfelefs  infult 
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upon  the  memories  of  our  anceftors,  —  than  an 
honeft  defign  to  profit  by  their  miftakes  and  mis* 
fortunes,  —  and  to  become  wifer  and  better  from 
our  refledions  upon  theme  — 

Till  this  is  is  done,  it  avails  little,  though  we 
pray  fervently  to  God  not  to  lay  their  fins  to  our 
charge  —  whilft  we  have  fo  many  remaining  of 
our  own.  —  Unlefs  we  are  touched  for  ourfelves, 
how  can  we  expeQ:  he  fhould  hear  our  cry  ?  It  is 
the  wicked  corruption  bf  a  people  which  they  are 
to  thank  for  whatever  natural  calamities  they  feel ; 
—  this  is  the  very  ftate  we  are  in  —  which  by  dif- 
engaging  Providence  from  taking  our  part,  —  wili 
always  leave  a  people  expofed  to  the  whole  force 
of  accidents,  both  from  within  and  without :  - 
and  however  flatefmen  may  difpute  about  the 
caufes  of  the  growth  or  decay  of  kingdoms,  —  it 
is  for  this  caufe,  a  matter  of  eternal  truth,  —  that 
as  virtue  and  religion  are  our  only  recommenda- 
tion to  God,  —  that  they  are,  confequently,  the 
only  true  bafis  of  our  happinefs  and  profperity  on 
earth.  —  And  however  we  may  fhelter  ourfelves 
under  diftinftions  of  party,  —  that  a  wicked  man 
is  the  worft:  enemy  the  ftate  has ;  —  and  for  the 
contrary,  it  will  always  be  found,  that  a  virtu- 
ous man  is  the  beft  patriot,  and  the  beft  fubjeft 
the  king  has.  —  And  though  an  individual 
may  fay,  what  will  my  righteoufnefs  profit  a 
nation  of  men  ?  —  I  anfwer,  —  if  it  fail  of  a 
bleffing  here   (which  is   not  likely),  it  will 
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have  one  advantage  —  it  will  fave  thy  own  foul, 
and  give  thee  that  peace  at  the  laft,  which  this 
world  cannot  take  away. 

Which  God^  of  his  infinite  mercy,  grant  us 
all.  Amen. 


END  OF  VOL.  III. 
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